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EPISTLEDEDICATORY
TO A. F. POLLARD

MY DEAR POLLARD,—

Dedications are said to be wholly out of
keeping with the 'spirit of the age' ; but they are
not more so than is the dedicator of this volume. |
take the liberty of putting my preface in the form of a
letter to you, for two reasons : first, because it was only
your advice and sympathy which gave me courage
to tackle such a difficult period as the Sixteenth
Century; and secondly, because it is your own monographs
on Henry VIII., Somerset and Cranmer that have made
the most critical years in English History at last in-
telligible to English readers. | am not likely to forget
an evening which we spent together, in the course oi
which you, out of the stores of your memory, dictated
to me for nearly an hour a list of the authorities which
| ought to consult. | diligently took the list down
from your dictation, and afterwards (less diligently)
read about one-quarter of the said authorities. To
this initial kindness, and to that of frequent response
to my applications for help, you have now added the
final service of revising the manuscript of the Tudor
portion of the volume, and of putting your imprimatur
to it.

Next to you my thanks are due to our Regius Pro-
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fessor at Oxford, whose knowledge of Seventeenth-Century
history has never been equalled, unless by that of our
lost master, S. R. Gardiner. Professor Firth has been
good enough to perform, for the portion of the volume
dealing with the Stuarts, the same kind office which
you performed for that dealing with the Tudors. To
you, to him and to Professor Lodge of Edinburgh, who
has revised the whole, | owe thanks for innumerable
valuable suggestions. Mr. Moreton-Macdonald of Largie
and Mr. Hilliard, Fellow of Balliol College, have both
proved themselves expert and trenchant critics of my
somewhat crabbed, tortuous, and elliptic English. The
story of the Heldenzeit of England is worthy to be told
in the majestic periods of Raleigh or Clarendon ; but,
you see, it has fallen to a weaker hand, which is the
product of a less classical, less learned, and less virile age.

With the exception of the ordinary books which every
student consults, my sources of information for this
part of my work have not been many. | have used the
volumes of the State Papers in the Record Office which
deal with the reign of Edward VI., and some of those
dealing with Mary and Elizabeth ; also Bishop Poynet's
' Treatise of Politique Power ' ; several of the Chronicles
of the Sixteenth Century, printed in the Camden Series—
towit, Machyn's Diary, Wriothesley's Chronicle, the Grey
Friars' Chronicle, and the ' Chronicle of Queen Jane and
Queen Mary'; the 'Literary Remains of Edward VI.'
(Roxburghe); the * Troubles connected with the Prayer-
Book' (Camden); Dasent's ' Acts of the Privy Council’;
Law's 'History of Hampton Court'; Mr. Leach's
'English Schools at the Reformation." For social
history | have made great use of the Right Hon.
D. H. Madden's 'Diary of Master William Silence'; of
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the Verney Papers, the Lives of the Norths, Mr. Hamilton's
" Quarter Sessions from Elizabeth to Anne,’ and the
Sussex Archaeological Collections. | have supplemented
the latter by a few extracts from the minute-books of
the Sussex quarter sessions in the Seventeenth Century,
which were placed at my disposal by the kindness of Mr.
F. Merrifield, Clerk of the Peace for the County of Sussex.

| ought perhaps to repeat, from the preface to my
first volume, a caution concerning the ' Manor of Tubney.'
That happy spot exists only in the spirit, although the
incidents that spiritually took place there are all founded
on fact or on reasonable inference from known facts.
Most of the persons who appear in its story were real
Sussex characters. In order to concea its geographical
situation, | have, like Mahbub Ali, muddied the wells
of inquiry with the stick of precaution. 1 do not think
Tubney will re-appear in my third volume.

You, who write for men, and |, who write for boys,
and all other students of history are to-day in mourning
for the loss of Frederick William Maitland. | think |
have often told you how all my real interest in serious
History dates from a chance visit many years ago to his
lecture-room at Cambridge. His main researches lay
in fields outside the subject of this volume, but in the
' Cambridge Modern History ' there is a chapter by him
on the Anglican Settlement and the Scottish Reformation,
which is not only one of the soundest, but aso one of
the most brilliant pieces of writing in the whole range
of English historical literature. His loss seems to
us for the moment irreparable ; yet among the younger
workers in our subject there may be some who are
learning to tread in his footsteps. | know no one
who is able to present to the world the results of
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research with a force and vivacity at all comparable
to his, unless it be yourself. That, in spite of your
continuous labours at teaching, you may soon find time
to give us something fresh on Sixteenth-Century England
(perhaps that 'History of Tudor Parliaments, their W erden
und Werken '), is the earnest hope of all your readers,
and especially, my dear Pollard,

of your most grateful friend,
C. R. L. FLETCHER.

OXFORD, New Year's Day, 1907.
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CHAPTER |1

THE YOUTH OF KING
HENRY VIII

HAVE you seen the captaincy of the school pass suddenly
from a sober, shy, unpopular boy, who has earned the
position by hard work in the lower forms, but who is
absolutely devoid of attractive personal qualities, to one
who is already captain of the eleven and the handsomest,
cleverest and most popular boy in the school ? The
little fourth-form boys shout for joy, and the athletes
and scholars alike welcome the golden age. But the
result is not always good either for the school or for the
moral character of the new captain. | do not mean
to indicate that the reign of Henry VIII. was bad for
England, or even that something of what happened
in it was not more or less inevitable ; still less would |
be thought to describe the period as a ' failure," or to
belittle the character of the terrible King. But the
Henry of 1540 was a different man altogether from the
Henry of 1509.

The first part of his reign—i.e. to 1527—must, | think,
be pronounced a complete failure; the second part a
most dreadful success. The years 1509 to 1527 are full
of futile splendours, tournaments, masques, revels of every
kind ; full of ineffectual championship of the tottering
Papacy, of still more ineffectual assertion of * our ancient

2
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rights in France'’ There is a ridiculous candidature
for the Empire, and a perfectly hollow pretence of ' hold-
ing the balance' between France and Spain, both of
which countries laughed at England and bled it of its
wealth ; and in such futilities the treasure of Henry V 1 1.
was rapidly sguandered. Perhaps worst of all, the
statesmanlike attitude of that monarch towards Scotland
was wantonly abandoned. All this time the character
of the King remained an unknown quantity; but, as
he left business to his ministers and mainly to a very
well-hated Cardinal called Wolsey (who hardly summoned
Parliament at all, and, when he did, only browbeat it
and found that it amost refused to grant supplies), the
opinion of the nation was probably by no means favourable
to the King or his Government.

But these were fateful years. Long before 1525 the
Lutheran reformation was in full blast in Germany ; the
" new learning," though not as yet affecting the mass of
Englishmen, had gained a solid footing in both of our
universities and at court. England stood at the parting
of the ways. Was she to accept the new light which was
bound to dawn on religion from a more scientific study
of the Scriptures? Well, she would ask hersdf first
whether the acceptance of it could be made to fall
in with any of her deep-rooted and ever-growing pre-
judices against the abuses of the Roman priesthood ;
whether those who presented it to her could appea to
her national sdf-consciousness, to her spirit of insular
independence ; whether it would involve any risk to her
great material prosperity and to the positively sinful
appetite of her middle classes for more and more wealth.
Was any one prepared to lead the way ? By the year
1525 people had cessed to hope for very much leadership
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from King Henry, and no other leader was even above
the horizon.

But suddenly, at some date between that year and 1529,
the King wakes up. He desires, perhaps not wholly for
immoral reasons, the Popeto grant him awholly immoral
divorce from his wife. The Pope, who has no moral
scruples in the matter, is in a political position which
makes it impossible for him to grant the King's request.
The British Lion gives an awful roar, and says he will teach
the kings of Europe what a feeble thing the Papacy is.
The nation is astonished, but delighted ; it hates the occa
sion (the divorce), but it welcomes the result, always with
the qualification that the result doesn't interrupt the wool
trade with Flanders. Henry boldly asserts and proves
to his people that Flanders is much more economically
dependent on England than England ison Flanders. And
S0 in seven years, 1529-36, the whole tottering edifice of
the foreign Church in England is danced down ; and
before Henry's death his people are singing, in a litany
in the vulgar tongue, " From the bishop of Rome and all
his detestable enormities, Good Lord deliver us."

From the moment of this discovery of his union with
his people the less said about the King's moral character
the better. He became a monster of egotism and cruelty,
who shocks us the more from the fact that he had the
names of God and conscience for ever on his lips. He
combined in his own person the odious attributes of
popular despot and anointed demagogue ; and he found
or made his people participem criminum.

It is proverbially hard to © draw an indictment against
awhole nation," but it is at least a tenable view that the
moral character of the nation as awhole was never |ower
than in the reign of Henry VI11. It is true that the
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degradation to which the Papacy had sunk between 1485
and 1529 is not to be described in temperate language;
and it is true that one might judge by 'results One
might, in fact, argue thus :—' the breach with Rome, the
rejection of superstitious usages in the Church, the trans-
ference of the priesthood from the position of mediators
between God and man into the position of interpreters of
God to man, were all good things, and we need not inquire
too closely how they were won. Henry VIII. was afat,
bad man, whose tyranny turned out all for the good of
England and of Protestantism." But | hold that to do
this would be to abdicate the functions of the historian,
who ought to judge the men and events of the past on
their merits. And what we have to explain is the
astonishing indifference of the nation not only to the
religious traditions, but aso to the secular memories of its
past history ; and the only answer appears to be that the
pursuit of material wealth, the ' making-haste to berich'
in the dawn of the great era of competition in com-
merce absorbed the whole faculties of the people. Even
so we are left wondering at the calousness of the nation
that could remain devotedly loyal to Henry VIII. to the
end of his life. With the solitary exception of the rising
in the north (always a world apart) in 1536, there is not
the faintest trace of popular disapproval of the confisca-
tions or of the savage executions of the later years of the
reign. While Europe thrilled with horror at the deaths
of Fisher and More and of the martyred monks and abbots,
England went to se the executions, and growled that
"most likely the traitors were plotting with rascally
foreign priests.'

About the loyalty there is no shadow of doubt. It
will not serve any one€sturn to talk about * packed Par-
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liaments' forced by royal tyranny to do things of which
they disapproved. There are in Henry's reign fewer
traces than usual of government influence over parlia-
mentary elections.  Parliaments (which met constantly
from 1529-47) were by no means servile ; they threw out
and altered many measures on which the King had set his
heart. Nor was Henry to them in the least a' tyrant' ;
he was constantly present in both Houses, listened to the
debates, and explained his policy with his own mouth.
Nor can we properly say that he was a tyrant to the nation
at large. Tyrants do not train their people to the con-
stant use of arms, nor constantly appeal to their loyalty.
Tyrannies are based on force ; but the force at Henry
VIIl.'s disposal was a hundred yeomen of the Guard, such
as you see now walking about at the Tower of London.
When a serious insurrection did once break out in two
northern counties, Henry was obliged to diplomatize and
to lie till the forces of the loyal counties could be gathered
for its repression.

But if the moral character of King and nation are
worse than doubtful, the same cannot be said of the
intellectual abilities of Henry. The development of his
mind, based on a very extensive and thorough education,
and on wide and deep reading which he kept up all hislife,
seems after 1529 to have gone part passu with that of his
fierce and selfish will. No man ever was more free of
prejudice, more lacking in reverence for everything but
himself ; no king was ever more secret in council, yet none
more ready to listen to sound advice, even when it opposed
his wishes or even when he rewarded the giver of it by the
block ; none was ever more industrious or more self-
reliant. If the possible seemed at last to him to have few
limits, he always knew when he had reached those limits,
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and drew back in time to escape afall. Most people who
try to ride upon a whirlwind and direct a storm come
ultimately to share the fate of Icarus; but Henry, who
had untied the bags, found the winds obedient to him to
the end of his life.

He was born in the year 1491, and so was almost
eighteen years of age when he became King. His father
had kept him strictly to his books, especially to the study
of theology, which remained his favourite subject all his
life. The universal testimony of his contemporaries
declares him to have been of great personal beauty and
of charming manners ; but a visit to the Tudor Room in
the National Portrait Gallery induces the reflection that
no early Tudor ever got his portrait properly painted.
Henry VIIl. had a noble forehead, it is true, but his eyes
appear as mere slits, and his thin cruel mouth (inherited
no doubt from Edward 1V.) is badly set off by his huge
jowl..

The proposed marriage with his brother's widow
Katharine, for which a papal dispensation had arrived in
1504, had been deferred when Henry V I | . discovered that
he was in no great need of the Spanish alliance, and, in-
deed, the lawfulness of it was never quite unquestioned.
But in 1509 Henry appears to have felt no scruples, and
within a month of his accession the marriage took place.
For some years the King and Queen seem to have been the
best of friends. A full-bodied ' bluff' hospitality, end-
less masques and tournaments and great extravagances
in dress and horses, seem to have characterized their court
at Greenwich and at Richmond. Without believing
that the Duke of Buckingham actually once * put on his
back' £15,000 in gold, jewels, and other flunkeyisms, we
may guess that the few remaining families of the old
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nobility hit themselves pretty hard in their attempt to
live up to the standard of extravagance set at Greenwich,
and later at Hampton Court and Whitehall. The only
trace of intelligent royal activity that we can seeis Henry's
real interest in all naval matters, and in the science of
artillery. Learning, however, there always was, and largely
through Italian influences ; Henry conversed freely in
Italianand Latin as well asin French. Sir Thomas More,
who had been in disgrace under Henry VI I., was a leader
of the Bar, and was often at court in intimate conversation
with the King. Henry's old tutor, Skelton, a really con-
siderable poet and satirist, set the tone of those courtiers
who were jealous of Wolsey. The ' court' had little
political influence either now or at any time in Henry's
reign. The Privy Council, wherein lay the real Govern-
ment, was composed at first of Henry VII.'s old bishop-
statesmen, among whom were Archbishop Warham and
Fox of Winchester. The only two laymen of serious
influence were Thomas Howard, Earl of Surrey, soon to
be Duke of Norfolk, and Charles Brandon, soon to be
Duke of Suffolk.

Into the fearful tangle of cheating called by courtesy
' foreign affairs' Henry's Council, rather than himself,
immediately plunged. Old Ferdinand was at death-grips
with old Louis X 11., and old Maximilian was hovering
about to see what he could pick up between them. Henry
was young and innocent if his ministers were not, and
Ferdinand seems to have thought he could ' run ' his
new son-in-law in the Spanish interest ; and, in fact, he
inveigled him into what he called a * Holy League,
ostensibly for the defence of the Pope, but really in order
to grab more territory for Spain. This brought Henry
to his first rupture with France, which rupture inevitably
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led to the far more serious breach with his brother-in-law
of Scotland. The older ministers disapproved, but it is
in connexion with this foolish policy that we now hear
the name of Thomas Wolsey.

The sort of deadlift which was made not many years
ago to glorify Wolsey as the greatest of European states-
men is one of the most curious phenomena in the history
of history. Wolsey was a Suffolk man of comparatively
humble origin, who had been employed upon diplomatic
missions by Henry VIIl. and been rewarded with the
deanery of Lincoln. It can, | think, only have been by
playing upon the young and inexperienced ambition of his
master that Wolsey gradually came to replace Fox as the
leader in council; he brought to his task a mind which
combined immense grasp of detail with the vaguest and
loftiest views of the power and riches of the Crown of
England. " '1 and my King' are going to reform the
Church (when | am Pope) ; we are going to establish our-
selves as a sort of international tribunal of arbitration ;
Solomon in all his glory was nothing to what we shall be."
The industry with which Wolsey set about attempting to
realize these fine dreams is undoubted ; and he must also
be allowed the credit of courtesy, except when his feelings
were specially ruffled, of some zeal for learning (witness his
noble foundation of Christ church, Oxford, to found which
he suppressed forty-two religious houses), and of con-
sistent humanity towards heretics, none of whom suffered
death during his period of power. But when we have
said that we have said about all the good of him that is
possible ; and all his fine schemes reduce themselves at
bottom to two—(i) the desire to stave off the threatened
lay attack on church property, and (2) his own aggran-
dizement and riches. In the latter of these objects he
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succeeded admirably, for he came to possess, at one time
or another, the cardinal's hat, the archbishopric of York
(which he never visited till a few days before his death),
the bishoprics of Lincoln, Bath and Wells, Durham, and
Winchester, the abbey of St. Albans (the richest bene-
fice in England), the archbishopric of Tournai from
1513-18 ; and, when that city was in the latter year ceded
back to France, he made it a condition of the treaty that
the French King should give him a pension of 12,000
livres as compensation for the loss of it. He also en-
joyed a pension of 18,000 livres from the Emperor and
two Spanish bishoprics. In 1516 he became Chancellor;
in 1518 he was made Legate for life, and all power of the
realm, spiritual and temporal, was in his hands. Only
the Papacy he could never get ; both the Emperor and
the French King falsely promised him their support at
the two successive elections of 1521 and 1523, but in
reality the Papacy was in the gift of the sovereign that
ruled Italy, and to a tool of his it was pretty sure to go.
No wonder, however, that all these rich preferments
enabled Wolsey to found a great college and to build
Hampton Court and York Place (afterwards Whitehall) ;
and, if Henry looked on and allowed the Cardinal to brow-
beat Parliaments, to sit beside himself and Katharine at
dinner, while the proudest nobles of England held basins
for him to wash his hands in, it was probably not without
a growing feeling that at some indefinite date he might
simply abolish this Cardinal and confiscate all his accumu-
lated riches for the benefit of the Crown.

But to return to details. In obedience to Ferdinand
Henry went to war with France, and sent in 1512 an ex-
pedition to Guienne, which ended in disaster and disgrace.
Ferdinand at once slipped out of the alliance and allowed
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Henry to pay the bill. Wolsey made vast preparations
for 1513, and talked about our ' ancient and undoubted
rights' in the crown of France. Henry went in person
to the Continent, won a battle at Therouenne, and took
the city of Tournai, both of which events might long ago
have been forgotten but for their connexion with Flodden.
James | V. of Scotland, in receiving the Princess Margaret
in 1503, had expressly stipulated that he did not look
upon the marriage as in any way breaking up the ancient
league between Scotland and France ; and even Henry
VI1. had admitted that only a long peace and good com-
mercial intercourse with England could ever effect that
end. James' reign had been undoubtedly prosperous ;
his little navy was famous, and his towns were growing ;
none of his hungry nobles had any particular temptation
to play traitor. But the breach between England and
France at once altered the case. Piracy on the high seas
preceded the open rupture, to the certainty of which
Henry (or Wolsey) showed himself culpably blind.
James prepared for the natural invasion of England,
and Katharine, who had been left as regent when Henry
went abroad, despatched against him the Earl of Surrey
with alarge levy of the northern counties. No accurate
record of numbers is forthcoming, but the Scottish army
was undoubtedly the larger, and, in fact, the whole
strength of Scotland was got together from Highland,
Lowland, and Island.

It is where the Cheviots begin to slope in a series of
flat-topped ridges towards the eastern sea that James,
who had crossed the Tweed, taken Norham Castle and
advanced a few miles to the southward, took post on
September 8th, 1513. But in so doing he allowed him-
self to be outmanoeuvred by Surrey, who by rapid and
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concealed marches threw his army, starving thoughit was,
between the Tweed and the Scots. Scouting was a thing
quite beyond King James, or he might have annihilated
Surrey as his army was crossing the little River Till.
Even so, had James remained in his first position on
Flodden Edge, a hill now covered by thick woods, it is
probable that Surrey must have either attacked him
at great disadvantage or retreated for want of provisions,
of which James had plenty. James, however, was no
strategist, and deliberately abandoned his first position
for the lower one of Branxton Edge (between ' Encamp-
ment Farm ' and ' Blinkbonny Farm '). The battle began
late in the afternoon of the 9th with an artillery duel,
in which the English completely got the better. All
the evening and far into the darkness the strife raged
desperately; and the final defeat of the Scots seems to
have been owing to the fact that Surrey threw all his
troops into one line and so outflanked his enemy, the
English right under Sir Edward Stanley breaking the
Scottish left and at last getting round to the rear of
the Scottish centre.

One does not attempt to describe a battle which Sir
Walter Scott has described once for all in words which
will live as long as

Tradition, legend, tune and song.

It was not till the next morning that Surrey realized how
complete his victory had been, and realized also that his
own army was so shattered that all attempts to follow
up his success would be hopeless. King James had fallen
among the last of theiron ring of spearmen that had made
the final stand, and with him fell almost the whole adult
Scottish nobility. In the history of the lesser kingdom

3
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the memory of such a glorious defeat is cherished almost
as affectionately as that of the victory of Bannockburn.
For the moment its only effect was to renew for two
generations the border wars, to which the prudence of
Henry V1. had put a temporary stop. The young
King James V. was but a year old, and, under one in-
capable or treacherous regent after another, he slowly
grew to man's estate, to become more convinced year
by year that on his clergy alone could he rely for patriotic
guidance, and that the price to be paid for that must
be the rejection of all reform of the Church and the hand-
fasting of the old alliance with France.

I Henry, finding himself deserted by Ferdinand, was
obliged, in spite of these successes, to conclude in 1514
a peace with France and to cement it by giving his
youngest sister Mary as abrideto old Louis X I I . Wolsey
represented this treaty as a triumph of diplomacy;
but what was the result of the whole business ?  Practi-
cally nothing except the irreparable breach with Scotland
and the dissipation of the hoard of Henry VII. King
Louis died three months after his marriage, and young
Francis | . (a sort of French Henry VIII. in his external
and showy qualities, but without a spark of that man's
intellect or force of will) hurled the whole strength of
his chivalrous baronage into the vain Italian scheme
again and won the Duchy of Milan by the battle of
Marignano (1515). The widowed Mary Tudor at once
married Henry's friend, the Duke of Suffolk. Ferdinand
at last died at the beginning of 1516, but his place was
taken by his grandson Charles, who was aso grandson of
Maximilian and as cold and almost as false a schemer as
Ferdinand himself. Finally old Maximilian died in 1519,
and Charles and Francis at once became rival candidates
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for the Imperial crown. Wolsey entered his horse for
the same race, no doubt mainly with the idea that he
might get support at the next papal election, either from
Charles or Francis, as the price of his withdrawal from
the contest.  To suppose that either he or Henry seriously
contemplated success is to underrate their intelligence
entirely. The election of the candidate who held German
traditions from his ancestors, and who had solid posses-
sion of Austria, the Netherlands, and Naples, whose
influence was predominant in Italy, who could defend
Western Europe from the Turks and who had Spanish
riches to bribe with, was a foregone conclusion. Wolsey's
prating about being © arbiter of Europe' did in fact
only mean that he was using English gold to bribe
European monarchs for objects quite un-English.
Charles, then, was elected Emperor in 1519, and in the
following year came the celebrated interview between
Henry and Francis called ' the Field of the Cloth of
Gold," preceded, afew days before, by a less ostentatious
yet more practical visit of Charles to Henry at Dover ;
both these seem to have been part of Wolsey's scheme
for exhibiting his diplomatic abilities. Even Wolsey,
however, must have known that a breach with Charles
in order to please Francis was utterly out of the question ;
Katharine and the Flemish wool trade alike forbade it.
To involve England deliberately in a new war with
France in order to please Charles was almost as mad
a scheme ; and yet in 1521 this was what Wolsey did.
This war (1522-23) was even more useless than that of
1513. Two futile raids into Artois and Picardy produced
the natural Scots counter-raid, which Lord Dacre was
obliged to buy off on somewhat humiliating terms. The
French, meanwhile, were again turned out of Milan, and
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all Italy was at the young Emperor's feet. Two papal
elections came and went (1521 and 1523), and on neither
occasion had Wolsey the shadow of a chance of election.
The new Pope, Clement VI |., had amomentary kick |eft
in him, and invited Francis to try his luck once more.
Francis entered Italy, received a crushing defeat at
Pavia and was taken prisoner. Then Charles' vengeance
turned on the Pope, and the temporal head of Christen-
dom let loose on the spiritual head an army of Spanish
and German soldiers, who in 1527 sacked the city of
Rome for fourteen days on end with a fury unseen since
thetime of the Vandals. Worse than all this, the English
Parliament had very decidedly shown its teeth at Wolsey,
and had refused to grant him anything approaching
the enormous sums he demanded for the war. In the
next year the threatening attitude of London compelled
the abandonment of a forced loan. Peace with France
was the only alternative, and, as Francis was entirely
at the mercy of Charles, peace was not hard to make.
Wolsey, however, in his desire to represent this peace as
another triumph of his own diplomacy, considered that
it might well be cemented by some matrimonial alliance
between the two countries.

But the Cardinal had now to reckon with a new factor.
We stand at the fateful year 1527. Henry had beyond
doubt once been fond of Katharine, and (for asixteenth-
century king) had been fairly faithful to her. So far
as we know he had but one illegitimate son, the Duke
of Richmond, born 1519. Yet this marriage with a
brother's widow had always disquieted some tender
consciences, and when all Katharine's offspring, except
the Princess Mary (born 1516), died in infancy, Henry
began to rind his own conscience growing ' tender.'
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If the worse half of his nature saw in this a chance of
getting rid of his now old and somewhat gloomy wife,
the better half of it grew seriously anxious about the
succession question. Was Mary a satisfactory heir ?
Even apart from her sex, foreign princes, to whom she
was from time to time suggested as a bride, seemed to
think there were doubts of her legitimacy. Besides, to
marry Mary to a foreigner would perhaps subject the
kingdom ; to marry her to an Englishman might revive
the dynastic quarrels at home. But, if Mary were barred,
the next heir of Henry V I 1. was the King of Scots; and
the bones of the victors of Flodden and of the defeated
of Bannockburn would rise from their graves against
such a king. Though the last Duke of Buckingham
was dead (beheaded for 'imagining treason' in 1521)
and the De la Poles were extinct, there were still the
Courtenays and Poles, respectively descended from
Edward 1V. and from his brother, George Clarence.
Even the succession of the bastard Richmond was more
than once contemplated; and, at a later stage of the
proceedings, Pope Clement proved conclusively that
moral scruples had nothing to do with his attitude, as
he proposed to give a dispensation to Mary to marry
this eligible half-brother !

Now, | think that, though the less we talk about moral
scruples on Henry's part the better, we must allow that
it was not in any large degree Henry's passion for the
celebrated Anne Boleyn that started in his mind the
idea of divorcing Katharine. Anne, a niece of the Duke
of Norfolk and otherwise of quite reputable descent,®

Y Mr Pollard, in his admirable monograph on Henry VIII.,

points out that all Henry's wives were descended from King
Edward |. by various lines.
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had been his mistress before he married her ; her sister
Mary had been his mistress even earlier, and the final
steps in the divorce in 1533 were only taken in order that
Anne's child should be born in wedlock and so be a
possible heir to the throne. But Anne obtained, between
1527 and 1533, more influence over Henry than any other
woman ever did obtain, and she undoubtedly used it
to hasten the breach both with Wolsey and with Rome.
She was, strange to say, neither beautiful, intellectual
nor virtuous; in fact, she was a horrid female, and
Henry's warmest admirer, Mr. Froude, is obliged to
confess that his hero liked horrid females.

Before we attempt to trace the sequence of events
which followed the disquieting of Henry's ' conscience,
we must take a look round at the state of religion in
England in the first half of the reign. The necessity of
some reform of the Church, and especially of the monas-
teries, had been patent for many years. Archbishop
Morton had held a great visitation, and a very Unsatis-
factory state of things had been thereby disclosed,
especially in the smaller religious houses ; the decline
in numbers of monks and nuns was very great, while
both collegiate foundations and ' chantries'—that is,
endowments by which sums of money were bequeathed
to a church in order that masses might be said for ever
for the donor's soul—had grown enormously ; and the
' chantry- ' or ' mass-priests ' were a rather disreputable
set of men. Both Fox and Wolsey were most anxious
to deal with this and kindred evils, and Henry VIII.
energetically backed them up. Champion of the Papacy
as he had been in his early years, he had been no champion
of the privileges of the clergy at home. ' Benefit of
clergy' (which since Edward I11.'s time had been
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interpreted to mean that any one who could read was a
"clerk ' and so could not be hanged) had been much
cut down in 1512 ; the privileges of sanctuary had been
restrained ; the loud complaints of the laity against the
vexatious ' summoners ' of the church courts had been
favourably heard.

' Heresy,' however, was still far away. But in 1517
an obscure German monk had openly attacked the papal
doctrine of indulgences, and three years later he had
publicly burned a papal bull and declared the Pope to
be Antichrist. His namewas Luther, and | take his deed
to have been the bravest thing done since Christianity
had become the official religion of the Western world.
Luther, in fact, made to that world two appeals against
the papal power, the Platonic appeal to reason and the
Teutonic appeal to the spirit of nationality. Now in no
section of the Western Church had the spirit of nation-
ality fought so hard with so little success against the
Papacy as in England. In spite of William the Con-
queror's assertions of independence, the defeat of
Henry IL at the hands of the martyred Bccket remained
the greatest event in English church history. The
Edwardian Statutes of Provisors and Premunire, and
even the long hostility to the ' French' Popes in the
fourteenth century, had availed little against the tradition
of Becket. The Papacy remained master of the situa-
tion. One great Englishman, Wyclif, had dared to
guestion both the doctrine and discipline of the mediaeval
Church, but he had almost entirely failed to leave his
mark upon the educated laity, and had entirely failed to
shake the temporal position of the Pope. Of the per-
sistent survival of Lollard doctrines, especiallyin London,
in Buckinghamshire and even in the University of
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Oxford, there can be no sort of doubt; in Henry VIlI.'s
reign there are several well-attested martyrdoms and
a great number of recantations and ' faggot-bearings.'
But the victims seem to have been usually persons of
humble station, whether in orders or not. And so, to
overturn the mediaevd system of church discipline in
England, there was need of a very strong man very
fiercely roused. Given, however, the man and the
occasion, the nation was ready to back him up.

On the other side of the Reformation movement, the
Platonic appeal to reason, the nation as a whole did not
fed so keenly ; apart from our innate conservatism we
were essentially an unlearned, and at this time a merely
money-making people. Yet there, too-

Through creeks and inlets making
Came silent flooding in the main.

Itis pleasant to me, amember of All Souls and Magdalen
Colleges, to be able to record that the first pioneer of
Greek learning in Oxford was William Selling, Fellow of
All Souls; and that of his pupils and successors, Grocyn,
Colet, Lily, Linacre, all were members of my own two
foundations. All these great men belonged to the reign
of Henry VII. or to the early years of Henry VIII., and
all died before theleast whisper of the divorce question had
been heard. Only two of them, Colet, the son of a Lord
Mayor and Dean of St. Paul's, and Linacre, tutor to Prince
Arthur and afterwards to Princess Mary, belonged to
the great world ; but, either in that world or during his
brief undergraduate career, they had met and made their
own the greatest of all their band, Thomas More ; and to
the aid of that band of pioneers, knit together, as such
men are apt to be, by the tenderest friendship, came aso
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the great Dutch scholar Erasmus, who spent at various

times considerable periods in England. " When | can
earn any money, " said Erasmus, " first | shall buy Greek
books and then some clothes." Fox and Warham

patronized them all, and Fox founded in his new College
of Corpus Christi the first Greek ' Readership' in
England, 1517. Seven years before, Colet had founded
at St. Paul's the first great public school of the New
Learning, and had made Lily the first ' high master.'
Lily's Latin Grammar is really the foundation of King
Edward V1.'s Latin Primer, out of which ten generations
of English boys afterwards learned their ' rudiments.’
Nor was Cambridge far behind. The good Lady Margaret
Beaufort, grandmother of Henry VII1., had founded there,
at the instigation of Fisher, Bishop of Rochester, two
colleges (Christ's, 1506, and St. John's,® 1514) and the
Professorship of Divinity, which Fisher (1503) and
Erasmus (1511-14) adorned. With the study of Greek
came the study of Classical as opposed to Ecclesiastical
Latin, of Cicero in the place of Duns Scot us ; and with
the study of both Greek and L atin the study of the Scrip-
tures in the original instead of in the fifth-century Latin
version known as the Vulgate. To put the proper
grammatical construction on the words of the writers
of the New Testament, instead of taking each isolated
text and twisting it into some allegorical meaning—that
was the task of the pioneers of the New Learning. All
this, of course, raised no little storm in the Universities.
' Greek was the language of heresy," said Colet's foes.
" Do you really know," wrote an indignant Warden of
New College (one is glad to think he afterwards died in
gaol) to Wolsey, " that you have given studentships at
! Lady Margaret died before St. John's was completed.
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Christchurch to men who go about teaching Greek ? Pray
let them be dismissed." Alas! history repeats itself;
and now, four centuries after Colet's lectures on the
Epistles of St. Paul (1497-98), the outcry against Greek,
as a worn-out and unnecessary burden to education, is
again being raised by ignorant and interested bigots with
only too fatal effect. Even of more importance than
Colet's lectures, as an instrument in the scientific study
of the Scriptures, was Erasmus's ' Paraphrase of the
New Testament," which was the parent of Tyndale's
Bible, and so the grandparent of the magnificent
Authorized Version of 1539.

Now it could not be but that some connexion would
grow, some contact of spirit with spirit be established,
after the year 1520, between the Oxford and Cambridge
students and the German reformers of the L utheran school.
Colet and his band were, after all, seekers after truth by
one line, Luther by a slightly different line. Coverdale,
Tyndale, Barnes, and Latimer (the three last subsequently
martyrs) were all pupils of Erasmus, and seem to have
held as early as 1521 secret meetings at Cambridge
to read Lutheran tracts. At Oxford there existed
all through the next decade a little knot of early Pro-
testants, who called themselves ' brothers of the common
life' and held secret meetings for the reading of scripture ;
they were hunted out and sent to gaol, whenever the
zealous Warden of New College and his kind could lay
hands on them. Wolsey, however, was averse to burning
human bodies, and contented himself with two great

! Bishop Westcott, in his ' History of the English Bible,' has
successfully vindicated the claims of Tyndale's Bible to be the
groundwork of our present text, in which only very slight altera-
tions have been made since 1539.
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holocausts of Lutheran books in 1521 and 1527. Even
Colet was accused of heresy by the Bishop of London,
but his patron Warham indignantly quashed the case.
Y et, perhaps, of all the leaders of the New Learning, Colet
came nearest to the position of later Protestantism ; he
would never have recanted (as Erasmus admitted that
he would have done), and he seems to have been averse
to compromise and indifferent to tradition. More was
too much of a philosopher to feel comfortable in any
attack on ancient privileges and traditions; he had,
moreover, a peculiarly ascetic and mediaeval side to his
mind—e.g. he believed in the duty of burning heretics,
though it is probably not true that he sent any to the
stake during his chancellorship.

The attitude of the King towards the movement was
characteristic ; | should define him as a very irreligious
theologian. On the one side he was an ardent patron of
learning and welcomed all novelties up to a certain point.
His charter to the University of Oxford in 1523 put the
city at the mercy of the Chancellor and scholars, and the
Mayor was thereafter obliged to take an oath to maintain
the privileges and customs of the University—a godly
practice unfortunately little attended to of late years.
Henry applauded Colct in the face of the whole court
when Colet preached openly against the war of 1513
as unrighteous. More was one of his dearest friends, so
far as such a king could have friends. In a later day
he delighted in the rugged eloguence and fearless logic of
Latimer, whose English sermons are full of racy humour
and originality not unlike that of the ' Pilgrim's Progress.'
But Henry thought Luther a blasphemous heresiarch,
wrote in 1521 a most learned and royal book to prove him
so and sent a beautifully bound copy of it to PopelLeo X.,
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who thereon conferred on him the title of ' Defender
of the Faith." Henry was fully determined to defend,
and, later, even to define the faith; all the external
symbols and ceremonies of which (probably as part of
the fabric of law and order) were dear to him. More-
over, when the breach with Rome came, he was most
anxious not to seem to be cutting himself off from the
' brotherhood of Christian princes." If at any time
during the movement he showed mercy to heretics
or negotiated with Lutheran princes in Germany, it was
only in order to be able to use them as tools, either against
his own clergy or against the Emperor.

From the first serious proposals for the divorce in 1527
it began to dawn upon Henry's courtiers that the King
was a changed man. He pursued his object with arelent-
less egotism that contrasted painfully with the dignified
resistance of Katharine, and with the pitiful shifts of the
harassed Pope and of Cardinal Wolsey. Wolsey was ready
for any number of divorces, but only inthe very last resort
was he ready to swallow Anne Boleyn as Queen ; ' all my
glories in that one woman | have lost for ever ' is quite
true. But the enemies of Wolsey (and they were all but
all the nation) were ready to use Anne as a tool ; indeed,
they were ready for any tool tnat would upset the minister
who had ridden England for fourteen years.

If Henry could at the last moment be persuaded to
marry a French princess instead of Anne, all might yet
come right, thought the Cardinal. So he strained every
nerve to get the Pope to con