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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION

So widespread has been the insistence on the part of teachers of
sociology throughout the United States that this book be not
allowed to die that the authors have once more undertaken its
revision. Such has been the development of sociology in this
country during the last few years that a revision has meant a
somewhat thorough rewriting. However, in doing this those
characteristics which have made it a widely used text have been
conserved. It has no hobbies to ride, no one system to promote.
It attempts as from its first appearance to present in terms under-
standable by the student and teachable by the instructor a clear
analysis of society, how society has developed, the processes by
which society functions, and some of the maladjustments which
result from the social process.

Many of the chapters have had to be rewritten, others have
had to be somewhat changed to bring them up to date with the
growth of the subject. Part VI has been entirely eliminated,
and several new chapters have been added. It is unnecessary to
detail these changes as everyone familiar with the previous editions
will discover them for himself.

The authors wish to express their grateful appreciation to the
teachers of sociology throughout the United States and Europe
for the kindly reception the book has had in the sixteen years of
its life, and also for the many friendly suggestions they have
received for its improvement.

J. L. GILLIN

F. W. BLackMAR
April, 1930.



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

With the growing interest in sociology both on the part of
students in the colleges and universities and on the part of an
increasing number of other people organized into study clubs
there is need of a comprehensive outline of the subject. More-
over, the rapid growth of the subject makes a new book impera-
tive every few years in order that students may keep up with
the development. This book is intended to meet the require-
ments of teachers of the subject in the colleges and universities
and also to provide a comprehensive survey of the field for the
general reader as well as for the large number of clubs interested
in the study of social questions of vital interest.

The writers have kept constantly in mind the teacher. The
book is divided into parts, each of which deals with a particular
aspect of the subject, thus assisting the instructor in the some-
times difficult task of making clear the main divisions of the
subject. Thus, Part I defines the subject and points out the
practical purpose of its study; Part II outlines the way in which
some of the more important social ideas and institutions have
come to be what they are; Part III and Part IV attempt to present
an analysis of society from the genetic point of view, the former
from the standpoint of the working of unconscious forces, the
latter with reference to the part played by social ideals in social
development; Part V deals with social pathology, a phase of
social life which cannot well be omitted if the student is to be
given an adequate conception of the nature of society; Part VI
is an attempt to vitalize the study of sociology by giving the
student an opportunity to make a first-hand study of society and
to supply a few simple principles to guide him in the making of |
such a study; Part VII rounds out the beginner’s conception
of the subject by briefly setting forth the essential differences
between social philosophy and social science in the endeavor to
.give the student a clear conception of the nature of social science

vi



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION vil

aud an acquaintance with the names of those who have had
part in its creation. The division of the book into parts has the
added advantage that certain parts, for example, the last two
Parts, may be omitted in a course where time will not permit
covering the whole book.

It is hoped that the questions and exercises at the end of each
chapter will serve to quicken the student’s interest in the subject,
as well as serve as a convenient means whereby the instructor
may stimulate fruitful discussions in class. The questions are
framed with the purpose of calling forth independent thinking.
In many cases some additional reading, as well as independent
thought, will be required. The references at the end of each
chapter are not offered as a complete bibliography on the subject,
but are intended to indicate supplementary reading for both the
teacher and the interested student.

The authors are under special obligations to Professor Ely,
the editor of the Series, and to Professor Ross, both of whom
have read the book in manuscript and have given unstintedly
of their time and thought in making many valuable criticisms
and suggestions.

PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

The widespread use of this book as a text among colleges and
universities has led to a demand that it be revised and brought
up to date. In the seven years since it was originally published,
numerous contributions have been made to sociological literature
and much new statistical material on certain parts of it has been
published. During these years since its first publication it has
been possible to put to the acid test of trial the methods of pres-
entation and the treatment of subjects in this book. As a result
of the kindly suggestions of teachers throughout the United States,
certain chapters have been rewritten and some rearrangement of
material has been made in the interest of greater clearness of
presentation and teachability. It is adapted to the introductory
course in colleges and universities and also provides an outline of
the entire field in those institutions which can offer but one course
in Sociology.
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In the revision, in addition to thorough-going changes in each
of the chapters to bring the matter up to date and to improve
the method of presentation, the following radical changes have
been made: The chapters on the “Social Phases of Production
and Consumption of Wealth” and on “Exchange as a Social
Function” have been entirely discarded and two new chapters
inserted in their place, the first on the “Origin and Development
of Property” and the second on the “Social Results of Economic
Activities.”

The chapter on “The Development of Religion” has been
entirely rewritten. In Part Three, the arrangement has been
somewhat changed. The first two chapters (Chapters XVII
and XVIII) remain in the order in which they originally stood.
Chapter XIX retains its original title of “Psychical Activities,”
but has been entirely rewritten. Chapter XX is on “Collective
Behavior” and Chapter XXI is on “Social Laws,” — changes
in the interest of a more logical development of the subject treated
in this part, and of greater concreteness.

In Part Four, Chapter XXIX on “The Estimation of Progress”
has been entirely rewritten.

The revised book now ends with Part Six. Part Seven revised
has been made an appendix to the volume, thus giving greater
unity to the treatment and making the volume more serviceable
to teachers of the subject in college classrooms.

F. W. BrLackMaRr
J. L. GiLun
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PART ONE
THE NATURE AND IMPORT OF SOCIOLOGY






CHAPTER 1

SOCIAL LIFE

Dependence of the Individual. — How dependent is the indi-
vidual upon others, in spite of the fact that he often assumes that
he can do as he pleases. He feels that his will is free to choose his
course. So strong is this feeling of self-sufficiency that in mo-
ments when it most completely masters him he acts with a total
disregard of the facts of his material environment and of the
thoughts and feelings of his fellows. If physical material is in his
way, he has but to remove it, his success being measured by his
power to do so. If his fellows attempt to thwart his plans, he has
but to thrust them aside and his purpose is accomplished. This
ever present, persistent, self-assertive ego of man is constantly
reminding him that he alone is to be consulted about his course of
action. He considers, ‘ Shall I do this or shall I do that?” or
“ I will do this,” or ““ This is the most profitable for me,” just as if
he had the final settlement of the affairs of life which concern him.
Yet the fact is that in the complex social life of our day his ac-
tions, — indeed, even his thoughts and feelings,— are influenced in
large measure by a social life which surrounds him like an atmos-
phere. This conquering bent of man’s nature, developed through
long-continued race habits of conquest over the material world,
the world of savage beasts and of more savage men, deceives man
by making him believe at times what is only partly true. It is
true to a degree that man can bend things to his will. Human
achievement is marked by his ability to do so to a more remark-
able degree than any other animal. However, the converse is also
true, that no man really acts independently of the influences of his

3



4 OUTLINES OF SCCIOLOGY

fellow men.! Everywhere there is a social life setting limitations .
and predominatingly influencing individual action. In govern-
ment, in religion, in industry, in education, in family association —
in everything that builds up modern life, men are codperating.
They work together, combine, and organize for specific purposes,
so that no man lives to himself. It is this unity of effort that
makes society. |

Forms of Social Co0peration. — If an individual considers that
he is managing his own business, regardless of others, let him pause
to think of the people upon whom he is immediately dependent
for the conduct of his business. If he claims to be an independent
farmer, still he depends upon the miner, the manufacturer, the
merchant, and the transporter for his implements. He depends
upon the cooperation of his fellow citizens for the protection of
home and property, for the education of his children, for the build-
ing of roads, and the establishment of social order. His household
furnishings and his clothing largely come from the toil of others.
His whole surplus wealth is dependent upon the consumption of
his products by others.

If a man assume that religion, the most sacred of all motives,
is his individual affair, still we find him associating with his fellows
to build a church for worship and employing a teacher paid by
the membership. More than this, he meets with his fellows to
worship and subscribes to a creed and ritual not established by
himself but by thousands of his predecessors, directly or indirectly,
and over which he has little individual control.

If he says, “ I will educate myself,”” he begins by reading books
written by others, containing the accumulated knowledge of cen-
turies, or he enters a school supported by the contributions of
thousands of his fellow men. The determination, the will, the
ego, in this counts for much, but it is hedged in on all sides by the
social life.

If a western farmer owes a man in Chicago for goods, he does
not take a back-load of corn or beef, the products of his toil,

1 Cooley, Social Organization, Chaps. I and IL.

Ross, Social Psychology, pp..4, 11.

Baldwin, The Individual and Society, Chaps. I and II. For a contrary view see
Fite, Individualism, pp. 3-8, 156-158, 233-235.



SOCIAL LIFE 5

and walk to Chicago, but he sells his corn and his cattle to others
and accepts money made by the combined action of thousands.
If he wishes to pay a bill in Chicago, he might board a train made
and operated by others, and carry the gold to Chicago, but he
accepts the alternative and goes to a bank conducted by the codp-
erative work of others, buys exchange, and sends his money by an
express company or by the postal service, two evidences of social
codperation. So that, turn whichever way he will, the ego finds
another superior ego over which he has little personal control.
Assuming that he is independent, he goes about doing as others do,
thinking what others think, co6perating with them consciously
and unconsciously in the work of life, frequently yielding to the
will, or obeying the command of a great psychic organization
called society. He cannot escape it, except by searching in ships
made by others for an uninhabited island of the sea, there to spend
the remainder of his threescore years and ten, alone, until he
perish and his works with him.

Forms of Society. — In considering any material body we
recognize it by its physical properties and, if living, by its activities.
For example, so familiar are we with the form and life of the tree
or the horse that we require no description to separate it from other
organisms. Recognition of the social body is more difficult;
for while we realize that there is something called “ society,” it
is not easy to determine its characteristic marks or to define its
activities. But this is essential before we can have any scientific
notion of society. How then shall we recognize society when we
see it? Will it be by its form or its function, or both, or is society
merely an abstract generic term used to give collective expression
to a large number of diverse things which men do in common ?

(@) The Political Life. — We shall find on examination that
the most prominent characteristics of an organized group of people
are present in the politically organized body. The institutions
of the State afford a typical example of all social institutions.
Executive, legislative, and judicial bodies, fulfilling the chief
functions of political control, and each representing a large number
of individuals, bring together all people within a given territory,
uniting them into an interdependent membership for the purposes
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of protection, justice, and progress. From township trustee,
policeman, and police judge, to senate, chief executive, and chief
justice of the supreme bench we find a group of men with well-
defined relations, representing and carrying out the will of the
people, not the will of any single person. There is a regularity
in which they act and a universality of organization which is con-
clusive evidence that the whole community is united by definite
bonds and that its parts are interdependent.

(b) The Economic Life. — From the foundation of human
society man has cooperated with his fellows in obtaining food,
shelter, and material comfort. These activities are called the
economic life. Perhaps there is no clearer evidence of the co6pera-
tive activities of society than in the organized efforts of man to
satisfy his material wants. Here are groups of men engaged in
agriculture supporting other groups, and in turn being supported
by them. Here are giant corporations for the manufacture of
material goods; here are great organizations for the transport
of goods and men, and other great organizations for trade, com-
merce, and banking. Attendant upon these and growing out of
them, are the labor organizations for the conservation and promo-
tion of the common interests of the groups of wage earners. How
helpless is the individual who strives alone, and how increasingly
helpless as industrial organization continues to improve! The
man out of bread and out of work quickly realizes how important
is the organization of industrial life and the dependence of group
on group as well as of the individual on the whole.

(¢) Voluntary Associations. — If we take another view of the
collective operations of men, we shall see large numbers forming
themselves into voluntary associations for specific purposes. These
organizations contribute to the general scheme of society and add
particular lines of activity. Such are church societies, fraternal
orders, benevolent and charitable associations, and social clubs.
They bear less distinct relations to the whole mass than do the
political and economic groups, and unite only a part of the whole
general group. Yet they have special services to perform and
represent a large body of people working, thinking, and toiling in
concert.
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(d) Educational Association. — There are educational activities
which have much to do with the well-being and progress of human-
ity. Our public school system from the primary grade to the
university represents another phase of the organized activities of
society. This system aims to educate the child, not as a separate,
independent individual, but as a member of society. It is sup-
ported by all propertied citizens, and in most instances by all who
are not paupers. There are private schools of large foundations
managed by voluntary associations, whose influences are less
universal than the public schools but are essential to the organized
community, and these schools bear well-sustained relations to the
whole. There are scientific societies whose ultimate purpose is
the extension of knowledge, which are as well important factors
in social control making for social unity. These, and all educa-
tional institutions, give form and solidarity to society, help it to
consider present needs, and to think and plan for future develop-
ment.

() Methods of Communication. — Closely allied to education,
political, religious, economic, and the purely social institutions,
supporting and strengthening them all, are our various methods
of communication: the postal service, the telephone, the press,
and the telegraph. These draw individuals closer together and
give them convincing proof of their daily and hourly interdepend-
ence. No other phases of modern life have so quickened the
activities of society and contributed to the oneness of purpose
and to the common thinking, feeling, and willing together as
these.

(f) The Family? — Nor must there be omitted from this list
the family life, the center from which flow many important social
impulses. Here is the primary institution for the propagation
and perpetuation of the race. Genetically it is the whole social
world in epitome evincing some of the elements of control, of
industry, of education, of religion, and of benevolence. It has
had its historical growth and is bound together by the most exact
and rigid rules of social order. It is the most universally organized
group, the hearth at which are forged the strongest sympathies

2 See Chap. IX.
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and the most finely tempered impulses of life. It is the center of
the larger brotherhood of humanity.

The Nature of Society. — All these groups are forms or mani-
festations of society, but are they society itself? They are various
organizations showing us somewhat of the morphology of society,
but they are only the body in which social life incarnates itself.
As biology studies life in all its forms, so sociology in order to
understand society, studies the associated life of man manifesting
itself in political, economic, religious, educational, cultural, and
domestic organization; in public and private corporations, in
customs and costumes, in imitations and oppositions, — briefly,
in all the multitudinous ways in which men and women organize
their social relations.® Society therefore may be said to be
humanity, or any certain part of it, bound together in definite
social relationships. If men have certain definite economic rela-
tions with each other, we call them an industrial or economic
society. If their relations are political in nature, we call the group
a political society. If the motives of their relations are religious,
we call the group a religious society. Or, if we think of the ex-
tension of relationship to all men, we call it a world society.
Society then may be defined as any group of sentient beings who
are more or less alike, who recognize more or less clearly that fact,
and who have recognized common interests in their social relation-
ships.*

So there is society and there are societies. The two terms
belong to different categories. The one is a general term, the
other a special. The one denotes the most general aspects of all
kinds of societies, the necessary attributes of any society, while
the other suggests that there are various organizations belonging
to this genus society which differ from each other in certain par-

3 Cf. Ellwood, Socrology and Modern Social Problems, pp. 7-9. For a more com-
plete discussion see the same author, Sociology in Its Psychological Aspects, pp. 9-15.
Professor Ellwood has well emphasized the mental interrelation which produces a
society, but he seems to be uncertain in both these books as to whether society is
‘‘association’’ or a group of individuals associating for certain reasons of mutual
interdependence. It seems clear to the present writer that it is impossible to sub-
stitute the term ‘' association’’ for *‘society,” as against both Professor Small and
Professor Ellwood. The term “‘association’’ describes the action of a society, but
a society is certainly a group of beings — who are associating. Two things are
necessary, — sentient beings and association.

¢ Cf. Giddings, Descriptive and Historical Soctology, p. 9.
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ticulars. Thus, the term “ society "’ denotes all kinds of groups
which are based on any kind of social interests; the other term,
““ societies,” at once implies that an adjective is needed to convey
to the mind a definite idea of what is meant.

Types of Societies. — Societies may be classified in various
ways. Classification in any science is a method of simplifying a
mass of phenomena. Classes are formed each on the basis of
similarity between the individuals composing that class. The
similarities concern one or more characteristics. Considering
their most significant characteristics, the psycho-social, Gid-
dings has suggested eight different kinds of human societies.
The following is an epitome of these eight types, with an in-
dication of the social bonds which create them, and with con-
crete examples of each type:

1. Broadest groupings — animal and human.
2. Human societies.
(a) Ethnic — based on kinship.
(b) Civil — based on propinquity.
3. Groupings more instructive for the sociologist.
(a) Spontaneous.
(b) Rational.
These two general types combined in varying degrees give us the following
classification :

(1. Sympathetic — blood relatives, e.g., the clan 6f an ethnic

tribe.
2. Congenial — like spirits, e.g., Pilgrim Fathers, Latter-Da
SpoNTANEOUS Saints, Amana Society. ¢
OR 3. Approbational — lawless elements drawn together by eco-
NaruraL nomic opportunity, e.g., frontier mining camps. A
general approbation of qualities and conduct practically
{ the only social bond.
(4. Despotic — combination of elements of unequal strength.
MoRrge OR Soctal bonds, despotic power and servile, fear-inspired
LEess ARTI- obedience, e.g., Norman England immediately following
FICIAL RE- Conquest, or the South in early Reconstruction days.
SULT OF | 5. Authoritative — despotic power long enough established
THOUGHT to be identified with tradition and religion. Soctal
ABOUT bond, reverence for authority. Ezamples: England of
SociaL the Tudor and Early Stuart periods; France of Louis
ORDER XIV; Russia from days of Peter the Great up to a
§ recent period.
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6. Conspirital — results of the disintegration of a preéxisting
social order. Adventurers become the leaders by means
of bribery, patronage, and special privileges. Soctal
bond, intrigue and conspiracy. Ezamples: Italy of the
time of Dante; France of the Reign of Terror (to a less

degree).

MoRE oOR 7. Contractual — result of perception of the utility of associa-
LEss ARTI- tion, leading to the conscious betterment of the general
FIciAL RE- welfare. Social bond, a covenant or contract. Ezam-
SULT OF ples: Mayflower Compact, League of the Iroquois;
THOUGHT | Ach®an League of Greece; American Confederation;
ABOUT Federal Union; Confederate States of America; Aus-
SociaL tralian Commonwealth; Dominion of Canada.

ORDER 8. Idealistic — result of a population collectively responding

to great ideals and thus forming a society. Soctal bonds,
mutual understanding, confidence, fidelity, and unselfish
spirit of social service. Ezamples: U. S. of America (to
a degree) ; some of our states; the Sylvania Association;
the Theosophical Society at Point Loma, California;
communistic societies like New Icaria.

Complexity of the Social Order. — Is it possible in this com-
plexity of the social order to discover any constant social processes
producing the social structure? Can we formulate general laws
which operate for the control of society? It is the study of this
apparently complex social order that constitutes the science of
society. There are social phenomena more or less frequently
recurring, and movements more or less regular which admit of
study and classification. There is order in this process of society
building.

There seem to be trends in its development. Perhaps the com-
plexity is only apparent; at least certain classifications of social
phenomena may be made. Possibly careful study may reveal
certain uniformities in the origin and development of social organi-
zation and culture. Perhaps on examination what at first glance
seems so chaotic may be found to fall into order as readily as the
formerly apparent complex phenomena of the physical world.
At least the study of society is worth while.

Simplicity of Primitive Social Life. — The student should early
realize that sociology is a study of people in group action in which
he has a part. He is proximately and vitally connected with the
subject studied. It is a diagnosis of ourselves in our life of com-
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munity action. This will relieve him of a too common error of
supposing that sociology is a classification of abstract principles
or philosophizing about social action or interpreting social theories
however worthy these may be of consideration. It is the study
of social life as it is wherever found, in the great city or the rural
‘village located in Asia, Africa, or America.

However there are general functions which apply to every society
great or small such as opposition and accommodation, action and
reaction, association and codperation, brought into action in the
attempt of mankind to live together justly and harmoniously in
the process of mutual aid. While these universal characters and
functions are to be found in all societies and general principles
of human association observed in all types of society, primitive
society exhibits a simple form of expression with a limited number
of actual group activities.

Character of the Undeveloped Society. — In the undeveloped
society the number of life occupations are few and the group
activities limited. Relatively more depended upon individual
effort under such conditions than in a complex order. To seek
food directly as provided by nature, to find a home under the
trees, under the shadow of a rock or in the cave, to provide clothing
as fancy or necessity demanded, or to seek methods of defense
against wild beasts or hostile groups, brought into action initiative
and gradually increasing social action. As the group increased
in size there arose differentiated individual and group activities
resulting in what is known as the division of labor. But the
division of labor or service and the unity of effort were both crude.
First the division of labor between men and women became marked.
The rearing of children led naturally to the concentration of
woman’s activities to the preparing of the food and clothing and
building the shelter, while the hunting, fighting of wild animals,
tribal warfare, and later political leadership, fell to the men. At
first this division was not definitely marked but subsequently
changed in relative degree. Division of labor as the mastery of
nature gradually grew, increased industries and occupations.
Some devoted themselves to making stone implements, some to
clothing, some to hunting and fishing and some to care of stock,
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others to agriculture. Thus occupations followed by individuals
to satisfy their individual wants became social functions so that
some groups were working in particular occupations primarily
for their own welfare in fashioning products for the general social
good. The old farm life of America, when much of the machin-
ery of the farm, the clothing of the family, the furniture of the
household, was made at home, represents another phase of primitive
social life as compared with the modern factory system when nearly
all of the utensils, tools, and articles of use are made outside of the
home in exchange for agricultural products. It represents the
change of society from the simple to the complex with accompany-
ing division of labor. Thus society naturally falls into industrial
groups which in a measure determine group activity. Along the
line of social order too, the family and the tribe exist as independent
organized groups, dominated by tribal custom and mores.

Need of Scientific Study. — Common as are the facts of society
which we observe about us, the knowledge of their real natures
and their reduction to system and order are difficult tasks. If
there are forces at work, the laws controlling and limiting their
action are not readily discovered. But there are many reasons
why it is essential to human welfare that a systematic study of
society be encouraged. First, because the social life of man has
been less carefully studied than other natural phenomena. It
represents the class of phenomena last to be considered. Again,
there is nothing which concerns human welfare more than the
study of man in his social relations. The scientific and practical
mastery of the lower forms of nature is in comparison far more
advanced. We know much concerning the external world and
its adaptation to our service. We have learned to adjust ourselves
to the conditions of our physical environment whenever it is
impossible to change the environment. But scientific knowledge
of how men have learned to live together in harmony, each seeking
his own interest, is very difficult to acquire. The art of social
life is the most difficult of all arts to master and to comprehend.
Witness the long lists of wars of tribes, nations, and races, caused
by not knowing how to settle their social differences properly and
justly! Consider the long struggle of man with his fellows for
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survival, a struggle continued in the competitive business world,
where it is a struggle, not so much for existence as for wealth.
Observe the other numerous attempts that have been made in the
world for a better system of justice. All these examples testify
to the difficulties of social adjustment.

Formulation of a Science of Society. — Yet when we attempt
to bring system into our knowledge of human society, we find
that it is difficult to collect sufficient data to furnish the ground-
work of science. There is not a sufficient number of generalizations
proven to be universally true upon which might be established
readily a well-defined body of principles of sociology. The laws
that control society and the forces that operate it are not suffi-
ciently understood to make the science of sociology easily deter-
mined or quickly mastered. Yet it is the task of sociology to
compass within well-defined bounds a mass of social knowledge,
to classify it, showing its order and logical sequence, to discover
the forces that generate and move society and to determine and
define the laws that control it. Its duty as a science is not done
if it fails to point out the extent and manner in which society can
be forced into certain lines of development or progress by the
combined choice and action of mankind.
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QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

1. Make a list of all the organized social groups in your own community.
2. What were the individual desires and the social influences which caused
you to get a college education?
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3. Name all of the characteristics which the following groups have in com-
mon: The state in which you live; a bank; a college; a sewing society; a
reading club; a political party; a lodge; a church; a railway company.

4. Compare the general idea of society (great society) to a society as to
structure and function.

5. Compare the chief characteristics of the following, noting differences
and resemblances: a tribe of American Indians; a Chinese village; the early
Greeks; primitive German society, and the community in which you live.



CHAPTER 1II
DEFINITION AND SCOPE OF SOCIOLOGY

Sociology Defined. — Definitions of sociology are many. While
it would be hardly correct to say that there are as many as there
are sociologists, it is safe to say that they are as numerous as the
various points of view of the respective groups of sociologists.

Generally, sociologists, instead of giving a formal definition of
sociology, have entered into an extended discussion of its nature.
Some, however, have used a colorless definition like ““ Sociology
is the science of society,” ! or “ the scientific study of society,” ?
or ‘‘the science of social phenomena.” ® Others, using more
words, add but little, as for example, “ Sociology is the name
applied to a somewhat inchoate mass of materials which embodies
our knowledge about society.” * Other definitions somewhat
more definite, yet unsatisfactory in many ways, are, ‘‘ the science
of social process ”’ 5 and “‘ the science of social relation.” ¢ Better
than these are, ‘ Sociology is the study of men considered as
affecting and as affected by association,” 7 or, ‘the study of
human association, including whatever conduces to it or modifies
it.””8 Of the formal definitions that have been given by scientific
men, none is more comprehensive than that of Professor Giddings,
which follows : ““ Sociology is an attempt to account for the origin,
growth, structure, and activities of society by the operation of
physical, vital, and psychical causes working together in a process
of evolution.” ® While it is difficult to give a brief comprehensive

1 Ward, Popular Science Monthly, June, 1902, p. 113.
t Giddings, Inductive Sociology, p. 9.

3 Ross, Foundations of Sociology, p. 6.

4 Fairbanks, Introduction to Sociology, p. 1.

§ Small, General Sociology, p. 35.

¢ Wright, Practical Sociology, p. 1.

7 Small, op. cit., p. 23.

8 Dealey and Ward, Text Book of Sociology, p. 2.

¥ Principles of Sociology, p. 8.
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definition of sociology that will prove entirely satisfactory through
all of the changes of a developing science, Professor Giddings’s
definition is of great service to one who wishes a clear understand-
ing and a precise view of the nature and purposes of the science.
An adequate knowledge of the true nature and import of sociology,
however, may be better obtained by a careful consideration of the
underlying principles of the science, than by an attempt to follow
any carefully formulated definition. Sociology treats of the
phenomena of society arising from the association of mankind. It
includes a body of classified knowledge relating to society and a
number of principles and laws. It investigates causes and effects,
discovers social forces, and formulates laws of control, or rules of
action.

Definition of Society. — Certain terms are used in sociology,
some of which are in common use, and others are not so familiar
to us. Those which are taken from our common language stock
must be defined as they are used in sociology. One of these some-
what ambiguous terms is ‘ society.”” Others are adjectives, ad-
verbs, and verbs derived from the same root.

What is meant by the word ‘“ society ”’? We speak of a society
of women in a given community, or the humane society, or ““ going
into society.” Graham Wallas has written a book called The
Great Soctety. Or we may say that society governs men’s actions.
Evidently we have some more or less vague idea in mind in each of
these usages. Can we distill out of these various meanings the
element common to them all? Do we mean by “ society ” any
group of people united together more or less closely by sentiments,
wdeals, traditions, customs, folkways, and mores which define the
interests and purposes of the people belonging to that group? The
women belonging to a sewing society answer that definition.
Does it not describe a humane or a philanthropic society? Is
there anything not covered by that definition in a church society,
a lodge, a bank, an industrial corporation, an Indian tribe, a state,
a nation, or a League of Nations?

The number of ties which bind people together into a society,
however, varies indefinitely. In some the important ties may be
chiefly customs and traditions which have risen almost accidentally
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in response to a crisis bringing in its train pleasure or pain. These
Sumner has called folkways. Others are held together by what he
calls mores. By this term he means those beliefs and patterns of
action which are supposed to contribute to group welfare.’® In
still other societies ideals and sentiments predominate, as in cer-
tain lodges, philanthropic organizations, art associations, etc.,
and in political parties and governments.

What Is a Community ? — Another term much used by sociolo-
gists is ““ community.” How does it differ in meaning frem that
of “society ’? Perhaps the best general definition is that of
Queen. He defines a community as, “ It is a local grouping of
people who share a number of important interests and activities,
who are more concerned about those things which they have in
common than about those things wherein they differ.” ' From
this definition it is apparent that a community is limited somewhat
by geographic nearness of its members. However, propinquity
in space does not make of the people living in that area a com-
munity. What else is needed? Those people must also have in
common certain interests and activities. Thus, a community
18 a group of people liming within such an area that they may share
common interests and actiities to such a degree that they feel that
they are partners in the enterprise or enterprises they undertake
together. In contrast with a ‘“society’’ a “community’’ is more or
less locally limited. It may be a part of society. Also within it may
be many subordinate societies, taking in a part of the people of the
community, and devoted to certain common interests or purposes.

Perhaps we shall do well to add certain adjectives in using the
term ‘‘ community,” such as urban, rural, immigrant, industrial,
racial, religious, or educational. By such designations we indicate
more definitely what we have in mind.?

What Is a Neighborhood ? — Another term which should be
clearly defined is ‘‘ neighborhood.” This term emphasizes loca-
tion within a given area. It implies that the people in this area
are less united in common enterprises than in a ‘‘ community.”

19 Sumner, Folkways, Boston, 1907, Chap. I.
11 “What Is a Community ?’’ Journal of Soctal Forces, May, 1923, p. 381.

1 Bee Steiner, Community Organization, New York, 1925, pp. 15-18,
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They are neighbors in the original etymological sense of * dwelljng
near.” Propinquity rather than community of interest makes
people neighbors.

The use of this term by sociologists, however, is wider than the
meaning of the original term. It is often used to indicate as
neighborhoods those areas in a city which are much too large for
face-to-face primary contacts, yet which have certain common
characteristics which differentiate them from other parts. It
would seem best to confine the term ‘‘ neighborhood ”’ to those
small primary groups, t.e., face-to-face groups which, while they
may not have such common interests as would make them a com-
munity, yet are enough alike in social characteristics to enable
them to know and not dislike each other. There is vagueness in
the term, but so there is in the social situation described by that
term.’* Neighbors see each other often. Sometimes they borrow
from each other. Often they stop to chat together. In the coun-
try, the village, or even in the city they may call upon each other
or visit each other in the home. In the rural districts they often
exchange work, assist each other in sickness or need. Neighbors
usually know a good deal about each other’s business, often they
gossip about each other. Here so far as families are concerned
the most intimate contacts take place. Likes and dislikes are
here generated which develop into cliques, gangs, sets, etc. Next
to the family it is the next larger culture medium of the social
process. Cooley says that it is in these primary groups, the family,
play groups, and neighborhoods, that human nature comes into
existence.!*

Sociology Treats of the Origin of Society. — It is possible to
have a science of society without tracing social origins, yet there
are advantages in studying how primitive peoples have organized
their social relations, describing the processes seen at work ‘in
such societies. Since many of our present social arrangements
are hangovers from a long distant day, the study of social begin-
nings often throws a great light on little understood institutions
and ways of looking at things.

1 Steiner, Community Organization, New York, 1925, pp. 20--22.
14 See his Social Organszation, New York, 1909, p. 30.
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Just as the botanist includes in the description of a plant the
nature of its development from the seed and traces the law of
growth from the beginning, so the sociologist follows the growth
of society from its primitive conditions. Biology’s great advances
began with Darwin’s Origin of Species, a work characterized by
the use of what has come to be known as the ‘‘ genetic method,”
that is, the study of biological origins. So, sociology is given a
sound basis by the study of the primitive social institutions and
processes. Many present-day social institutions and processes
cannot be fully understood without a knowledge of those ancient
ones from which they have developed. Therefore sociology begins
with a study of social origins.

Sociology Treats of the Growth of Society. — Beginning with
a simple association, society has expanded or developed into a
highly complex organization. Its growth is recognized by the
addition of new forms and new functions and increased energy ;
by the greater systemization of its parts and the greater precision
of its recurring actions. To show the gradual unfolding of society,
how it developed from primitive forms to the forms found in
highly civilized societies, is one of the tasks of sociology. By
some this process has been called “ social evolution.” In the
beginning of social life society had not become highly differentiated
into groups with specialized functions and complex institutions.
As time went on groups of individuals became increasingly inter-
dependent. The parts of the whole mass became segregated and
a specific function or service was given to each part. These parts
gradually became more closely related and interdependent. At
first a mass or horde of people driven about by the influence of
circumstances, following each other through imitation or led by
their own indefinite desires, gradually in response to new condi-
tions took up new activities which were performed by separate
groups and individuals. This multiplication of services and duties
in time brought about a high state of social complexity.

Social Activities. — But while historic development is of much
value as a groundwork of sociology, giving the student a broad
conception of society as well as instructing him in the elemental
points of social order, nevertheless, the real work of.:the science
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is with the forms and activities of civilized society. Sociology
is interested primarily in contributing to an understanding of
present-day social life. What men are doing in concert or in
groups concerns the student more than how they began to work
together, so that the social activities present the formal basis of
the science.

Moreover, to describe what goes on within the groups which
form is of great interest to him who would understand society
about him. Just as the processes chemical and physical which
go on in the plant or animal are of profound significance to the
botanist or zo6logist, so the processes which one may see going
on in organized society are of interest to the sociologist. Here
are men and women going about in all sorts of activities. They
play, work, join clubs, plow and reap, buy and sell, make things,
worship, make music and all the rest of what seem the infinite
number of things which people do in groups. They love, mate,
are jealous, imitate, stimulate each other. They act upon and
react to each other. These actions and reactions in time become
organized into definite forms, which rigidify into customs, con-
ventions, beliefs, traditions, and folkways. A study of these
activities and processes may throw light upon why people behave
in these ways in associated life.

Social Forms. — It is quite impossible, however, to treat of
social activities without treating specifically of the structure of
society. In all development of social groups the function or the
action always precedes the formal organization. The United
States Senate, for example, if considered as to its structure, would
be treated as an organization composed of a group of individuals
chosen in a specific way for a definite purpose. These individuals
meeting together complete their own organization by choosing
various officers. Thus far we have npthing but the structure of a
‘group in society.

Moreover, as we look about us we discover that the activities
of people become organized into formal structures of all kinds.
The various forms of government represent social structure for
governmental purposes. Our economic life is organized in various
ways differing from those of the primitive savage to those of a
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medern industrial society. In addition to these forms of social
organization, we have a multitude of other forms, or social struc-
tures, into which our activities as individuals are organized in
our relationships with others. The family, for example, is the
organization of those activities which pertain to the perpetuation
of the species. Around that central fact group all kinds of sub-
ordinate organizations, such as courtship customs, the accepted
forms of courtesy between members of the family and between
the members of one family and those of another, the division of
labor within the family, dress and costume, etc. So with all the
other life-activities. They are organized in certain forms by reason
of the fact that individuals live together in groups.

Sociology Describes the Social Forces. — Wherever there is
action or motion there is some force or condition which accounts
forit. Part of the work of sociology, then, certainly is a considera-
tion of the forces or conditioning factors which are in operation
in human society. What causes mankind to associate in groups?
What forces brought about the establishment of the family and
the perpetuation of the family life? What are the forces that give
rise to the religious group and cause people to build churches and
carry on religious association? What forces cause people to come
together in large cities, to organize in industrial groups, to build
a state or a nation, and to develop a government? In short, what
are the forces that are working to create and perpetuate the social
organization? These are questions that must be answered by
the sociologist. One of the primary purposes of sociology is to
discover these forces and to trace their operations.!®* Some of
these conditioning factors are drives within the individual himself,
some are geographical, such as the configuration of the country,
the natural resources there to be found, heat and cold, mountains

18 Professor Hayes contends that the ‘‘social forces’’ concept is an error. See
American Journal of Sociology, Vol. XVI, p. 613 (March, 1911),

Ward looked upon social forces as social causations. His conception of a social
force, therefore, was a cause which influenced the origin, development, or activity,
of society. So far as it goes, this conception was a valuable one and cannot be
explained as an error. However, it would have been better had he used the term
‘' socializing forces," as this concept conforms to what he actually described. The
force which is social in its origin arises from the fact of association. It is social
energy. It is an increment of power arising from two or more persons working
together harmoniously above that which they would accomplish working aeparately-
It is increased utilization of energy caused by group activity.
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and plains. All these have an influence on man and his associated
life. They condition the activities in which he engages with his
fellows. Often they influence the beliefs he holds, the kind of
group he forms, the form of family life, the structures he builds,
the leisure he has for the development of culture, and the patterns
of behavior he and his fellows develop. The interplay of his in-
nate urges, accentuated and modified by the patterns set by custom
and tradition with the conditions of the external world around
him, are studied and described in order to understand what we
see in man’s social life.

Moreover, the density of population affects man’s social organi-
zation and the patterns of his conduct. With the increase of
population changes come in the ideals he holds, modify the forms
of social organization, and alter the standards and codes of con-
duct. All these factors which affect social life must be studied
and described as accurately as possible, if we would understand
the phenomena of social life.

While many activities tend to create and perpetuate society,
none are more important than the psychic forces. There are
influences of physical nature that compel men to codperate and
combine. There are certain physical characteristics of individuals
that cause their association. But the individual characteristics
which arise from the psychical nature of the associational process
are among the chief causes of the creation of human society. All
society represents the ‘ feeling, thinking, and willing together
of people, and these elements are the most constant and permanent
found in society. While the study of biology may come to the
support of sociology in very many ways, social psychology is more
than an analogy — it is a distinct branch of the science. After
all, the strongest currents that draw society together when followed
to their origin are psychical.

The Cosmic and the Ethical Forces of Society. — Man is a
part of the universe, and its laws also bear upon and move him.
He is influenced by physical and mechanical as well as by vital
forces. Certain writers have attempted to subject him entirely to
the operation of natural law, giving him no position of independent
activity. They have treated him as a particle of the universe
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being moved here and there by the various forces of nature and of
his own being. This doctrine came as a reaction against the
extreme theory of the freedom of the will and as the result of the
study of natyral evolution. As Ward first pointed out, some
social processes and products are spontaneous, while others are
telic, or the result of social purpose.

The struggle for existence in the early history of mankind gives
unmistakable evidence of man’s common lot with other living
organisms. As such, on the one hand, he was dependent for
survival upon physical surroundings and, on the other, upon his
own effort. At first this struggle was common with the beasts
of the field. It was a wolfish struggle for life in which instincts
and feelings were uppermost. Mutual aid developed spontane-
ously in the struggle for existence, and reason began to play an
increasing part.1®

The Shifting of the Struggle from a Physical to a Psychical
Basis. — Meanwhile, as the altruistic principles became ascend-
ant, the competition between individuals of the same species
became less severe, and changed from the instinctive to the rational.
At first this change was shown by the individual directing his
energy to some line of pursuit for the purpose of accumulating
wealth instead of trying to insure survival by destroying real or
supposed enemies. Each in the attempt to satisfy his desires
learned to respect the rights of others. Subsequently, men learned
to cobperate with one another in defense and in the pursuit of
wealth. Gradually the altruistic principle became more important
and each tended to seek the well-being of the group as well as
his own safety, believing that his final success depended upon it.

The Survival of the Best. — Through the development of altru-
istic sentiments and the extension of the cooperative practices
of mankind, the old struggle became modified and the survival
of the fittest biologically tended gradually to become the survival
of the best socially. The adaptability of the individual to his
physical environment was accompanied by adaptability to his
fellow men. Those who codperated survived and those who failed

16 For a classic exposition of the change see Drummond, Ascent of Man, Chaps.
VI, VII. See also Kropotkin, Mutual Aid, A Factor in Evolution,
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to cooperate perished. One can scarcely estimate the importance
of this social fact in the development of the human race. So it
came about that those who were most interested in their fellow
men became known as the best, or, in other words, the best included
not only the physically and mentally strong, but those of the
largest codperative power and adaptability to social life. In this
process of codperative protection the virtuous as well as the
vigorous survived. It is really nothing more than an extension
of the idea of the survival of the fittest to social environment,
that is, to associated human conduct, when once social relationships
were established and survival became dependent not only upon
fitting into the physical environment, but also fitting into a social
life in such a way as made cooperation possible. Then the fit was
he who could control his impulses in the interest of group co6pera-
tion for purposes of survival.l?

The Telic Process of Society. — As individuals become more
unified in sentiment, thought, and action there is developed what
is known as social consciousness, whereby society recognizes its
own collective power. In its endeavor to use this for the benefit
of all its members the society or group exercises its telic capacities.
In other words, the attempt to force society through certain
channels, to cause it to perform certain acts for the general well-
being of the social body is a recognition of the conscious effort of
society to change or reform itself. To a large extent society has
been created by the effort of each individual to follow his own
personal desires as they related to himself and his fellows, regard-
less of any attempt to build the structure of society. However,
through the influence of social consciousness there is an apprecia-
tion of social ideals and social aims, as well as social defects, and
there arises an attempt to remove the defects and attain to social
well-being.

Sociology Deals with Social Pathology. — Social change was
not as marked a pheriomenon in early societies as in modern.
Social stability marks undeveloped societies whether among
primitive peoples or among backward groups isolated among

- 17 For the clearest exposition of this point see Kropotkin, Mutual Aid, A Factor
tn Evolution, pp. 1-9.
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mountain valleys, or rural communities not yet touched by the
tides of material inventions and methods of communication.
Social instability is characteristic of peoples and groups among
whom have come railroads, automobiles, the latest offerings of
the press, the telephone, the radio, the airplane, the modern
organization of business, and the host of new ideas. These rapid
changes introduce strains on the social organization, and make
necessary readjustments in social arrangements difficult to make.
The social organization has not been built up in a day; it has
grown slowly and has become rigid and ossified. It is like the
bones of an old man in contrast with those of a child. The social
structure may break, but cannot easily bend. Under the strain
of these new conditions break it often does. An institution often
is broken, since it cannot easily adapt itself to the new conditions.

Hence results social disorganization, or the condition which we
call social pathology. People able to get along fairly well under
other conditions now fail. Those once able to make a living become
dependent. The immigrant adapted to the customs of his own
country finds himself bewildered in the midst of a culture strangely
different. His children much more pliable than he adapt them-
selves to the new conditions, and fail to keep intact the ideals and
customs which their fathers knew. Without the guidance which
children experience normally in the family in making their adjust-
ments to social life they become delinquent. The emotions become
disturbed because the individual is torn between ideals and
loyalites which clash. Those of the less able to reconcile such
conflicts in their own personalities become disturbed and go insane.
Those deficient in mental capacity cannot make the adjustments
required of them in the more complicated social life. They be-
come failures in the economic struggle, they break the social
taboos, illegitimacy increases, marriages are broken, divorces
increase. On the other hand, society in its corporate capacity
fails to provide those stays and shelters which once shielded these
incapables from the stress of rapid changes. Until such time as
society has adjusted its institutions to the new situations, indi-
viduals suffer, and group relations are strained.

Sociology attempts to describe the facts in any given age con-
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cerning these matters, and to ascertain the conditions which pro-
duce these maladjustments.

The Place of Sociology among the Social Sciences. — This
point involves the real nature and scope of sociology. It is one
that has caused a vast deal of discussion among writers on sociology
and one which, to a certain extent, is still unsettled. There is one
group of writers who hold that sociology is a synthesis of all the
social sciences, that the science is fabricated by running a thread
through all the sciences and stringing them together in one mass.
Others a little more discriminating hold that it is a synthesis or
rather an amalgamation of the results of other social sciences.
Herbert Spencer used the term ‘ sociology ”’ as a generic term to
include all the other social sciences. From a scientific standpoint
such a usage might be of value in showing that all are branches of
one great science called ““ sociology ”’ just as Spencer included the
group of all natural sciences relating to life under the term
‘“ biology.”

But the present writers hold that sociology is one of several
coordinate social sciences, the most recent of the group, created
for a special purpose and standing on an independent basis, and
that while economics, political science, or ethics may deal with
certain aspects of society, sociology deals specifically with prin-
ciples and methods which apply to the whole structure.!®

The Differentiation of the Social Sciences. — Let us suppose
that there are numerous phenomena of human society which
continually increase with the development of social order. Society
may go on developing from century to century without any scien-
tific attempt to make an orderly arrangement of these phenomena.
But gradually in the progress of knowledge scholars begin to
realize that there are facts that constantly recur in the social
process, for instance, those relating to the moral conduct of the
individual. As a result there is developed the science of ethics.
The classification of these phenomena and deduction of general laws
and principles make this chronologically the first of the social
sciences. Again, some observe that there are other groups of
facts relating to government, and that there are certain principles

18 Cf. Ellwood, Sociology in Its Psychological Aspects, pp. 29-35.
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involved in the development of social control. These facts are
collected, classified, the principles established, and the science of
government — political science —is brought forth. But there
are other social phenomena unclassified and other purposes un-
satisfied. The processes of obtaining and distributing wealth as
independent activities may not be involved in either ethics or
politics. And so a new science called political economy or econom-
ics is created. These various sciences continue to expand in their
natural order but there still exist, outside their legitimate bound-
aries, other social phenomena unclassified and other scientific
purposes still unsatisfied. No one yet has shown the universal
forces at work in the growth, development, and structure of
society as a whole. The laws of social being have not yet been
set forth. Political, religious, ethical, and economic life have been
presented from specific standpoints, but the general laws of
society, the regularities to be found in man’s thoughts, feelings,
and purposes when engaged in any of his social relationships,
whether they be economic, political, ethical, or religious, have not
been developed. Here, then, is the opportunity for a new science
called sociology. It refuses to be included in any of the other
social sciences, and the other social sciences refuse to be grouped
under it or to be absorbed or assimilated by it. From scientific
and pedagogical considerations it stands alone. It has a definite
purpose and a specific body of classified knowledge, as well as a
body of laws and principles of its own.!

Characteristic Mark of Sociology. — Much of the confusion
concerning this science has arisen from books whose writers fail
to acknowledge that science has a subjective as well as an objective
boundary. It is the aim of a science, the course of reasoning and
the end to be sought as much as the phenomena with which it
deals that give it its distinctive mark as a science. For instance,
botany and chemistry may be dealing with the same material in
a certain sense, but with entirely different aims. However, added
to this is the fact that in the scientific sense the “ material ” with
which each deals is quite distinct. The chemist is dealing chiefly,

19 See Stuckenburg, Introduction to the Study of Soctology, pp. 75~77, or Carver,
Sociology and Social Progress, pp. 71-87. _
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though not wholly, with inorganic matter and is interested pri-
marily in molecules and atoms of different kinds and their rela-
tions to each other. The botanist, on the other hand, is interested
in molecules and atoms only incidentally. He is studying organic
matter primarily and is concerned with cells and the forms into
which they build themselves. Both are studying matter, but
quite different aspects thereof, and in widely varied relations. So
with sociology, ethics, economics, politics, and history; while
they all deal with the same thing in a broad sense, viz., human
society, each is interested in a different aspect of social relation-
ships. In the history of the natural sciences biology was the
latest to develop. 1t is a general science, in the sense that it deals
with facts and principles which underlie all the special sciences
concerned with various forms of life, such as botany, zoélogy,
anthropology, etc. While biology rests on all these special bio-
logical sciences in the sense that they provide facts and principles
upon which larger generalizations can be made, yet its field is not
precisely that of any of these special sciences. It deals with
fundamentals common to them all. So with sociology. While
economics, politics, history, anthropology, and all the rest deal
with particular aspects of human association, sociology is the
science which investigates the regularities of human association
in- all its varied aspects. The special social sciences take as
presuppositions the general aspects which are the objects of
sociology. Take, for instance, the ‘‘ big business ”’ organization
and consider all the facts and phenomena of society that arise out
of it. If we consider it from an economic standpoint, we shall
be determining how it increases the development of wealth, its
effect on wages or on general distribution of products, and many
other economic questions. It is evident that we are working
within the province of economics. If we consider the moral
conduct of the individuals interested in the organization, and its
general effects on the morals of the community, we shall be studying
ethics. If, however, we consider what legislation may be brought
to control or regulate the business, we shall be in the realm of
politiral science. If, finally, we consider the trust-phenomena in
relation to their effects on the homes and migrations of people, the
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dispersion and concentration of social groups, in fact, the general
effect on the social standard, we shall be in the realm of sociology.
So we shall find, so far as the material field of operation is con-
cerned, that all sciences cross each other more or less, and we
must not forget that in reality there is but one science, — the
science of the universe, — and that the division of this science
into groups and individual branches is merely a matter of conven-
ience and pedagogical relationships. Let, for instance, in the
accompanying figure — which is merely illustrative, not exhaust-
ive, — the rectangle A, B, C, D represent all possible social
phenomena, that of E, F, G, H all the phenomena of the science
of ethics, M, N, O, P that of economics, X, Y, Z, W that of
political science, S, V, T, L that of history, and I, J, K, R that
of sociology, and they will have a tendency to overlap each other
somewhat similarly to the arrangement represented in that figure.
But the sciences themselves do not overlap for the reasons stated
above.
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The Pedagogic Limits of Sociology. — For pedagogic reasons,
if for no other, sociology should have a definite boundary. It
should not attempt to displace or absorb either political economy,
ethics, political science, or any other well-established social
science. It should not attempt to be merely a generic term
including them all in a group, nor indeed is it a science built up
of the parts of the several social sciences. Much less is it a classi-
fication or codrdination of the results of the independent social
sciences. It is an independent science having a separate existence
and its own methods of investigation. Nevertheless it does obtain
data from economics, politics, and other social sciences. So, too,
does it obtain material from biology and psychology, and yet no
one would think of including these within the scope of sociology.

Sociology therefore occupies a very important place in the group
of social sciences. As already stated, it occupies much the same
position with reference to the social sciences that biology holds
to the natural sciences dealing with organic phenomena. There-
fore, its relation to other social sciences in the university curriculum
must be very close.

The Relation of Sociology to Psychology and to Biology. —
Biology studies the completed individual unit and seldom goes
beyond this. Its object is to show the origin and development of
life in all of its various forms, and in its study it pursues the history
of the individual from the first protoplasmic germ to the completed
organism. On the other hand, psychology deals with the mental
powers and habits of the individual. Its whole aim is to discover
normal and abnormal action of the mind. These two sciences
dealing alone with the individual have completed the range of
their scientific investigation when they have discovered and
classified all the phenomena concerning the individual; the one,
those manifested by him as a living being, the other, those mani-
fested by him as a being who thinks, feels, and wills. It is true
that biology incidentally touches upon some phases of social life
influenced by biological conditions, and also that psychology
branches out occasionally into social psychology for the purpose
of interpreting individual characteristics. But in neither case
is there any aim or purpose to present systematically the phenom-
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ena of social life. On the other hand, sociology has to do with
the association of the bio-psychical units. It does not inquire
into the growth of the individual man, either as to his origin,
structure, or evolution, but deals with the phenomena arising from
his association with his fellows.

The Relation of Sociology to Economics. — Prior to the
development of modern sociology, even before Spencer had written
his monumental work and Ward had published his Dynamic
Sociology, there was a tendency for economics to expand from the
old narrow bounds as laid down by Adam Smith, Ricardo, and
others. This tendency grew with the expansion of industrial life
until economics was reaching out to grasp a large group of phe-
nomena which might be treated either from the economic or
the purely social standpoint. The historical school of economics
brought into economic life many of the details of human society
which are rather the effects of competitive economic processes on
social well-being, than fundamental principles of economics. In-
deed, some went so far as to weave into their economic writings
much of ethics and politics, and also some characteristics of social
life other than the purely economic. But as sociology has developed
and covered its own particular field, economics withdraws to its own
natural boundaries. Economics deals with the social phenomena
that arise from man’s activities connected with the production and
distribution of wealth. In a general way it may be said that
wealth is its central problem, and only the social phenomena that
are closely grouped about it may be considered as economic.
Economic relations are social relations, but the problems of
economics are different from those of sociology. Yet sociology
may use for its purpose certain conclusions of economics, just as it
may use the laws and principles discovered in any other scientific
field which have social bearings, as data for broader generalizations.

The chief differences between sociology and economics, then, are
to be found wn the fact that economics works in a specific, while soct-
ology works in a general social field. Economics has to do with
the wealth phase of social life, both as it existed in the past and
as it exists to-day, while sociology searches for the general principles
underlying the entire structure and activity of society. Thus,
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their boundaries are clearly defined, since their purposes are
widely different, and their material fields of operation are separate,
except for certain overlappings, where they deal with the same
social phenomena, but look at them from a different angle.

The Relation of Sociology to Political Science. — Political
science generally purports to be, as its name indicates, — the
science of government, — which would include the classification
and study of the methods of local, state, and national governments
or, in America especially, the interpretation of government and
methods of administration. The theory of politics, the develop-
ment of the state, and statecraft are subjects for its consideration.
While political science is seeking to set forth the principles of
government, sociology, on the one hand, is seeking for the universal
elements of social activity to be found in political development,
as in economic development, and, on the other hand, is studying
the effects of those principles on society. Here, as elsewhere,
sociology uses as data the product of another social science. There
may be times when it is difficult to draw a line dividing the field
work of the two sciences, although the respective aims of these
sciences and the social facts studied in each case are clearly dis-
tinguished from each other. The history of the development of
constitutions and systems of administration, while it records the
progress of humanity in a given direction, is not strictly sociological,
but it supplies raw material for sociology in that like every other
special social science it furnishes a basis for generalization as to
the way in which society as a whole originates and develops.

The Relation of Sociology to History. — History deals with the
details of evidence, while sociology deals with general principles
of social action. History would be interested in the narration of
the various facts attendant upon the rise and fall of the Roman
Empire, but after giving a full and complete description of every
movement its service would be finished; on the other hand,
sociology cares nothing about all of these details except-as they
lead to some general truths relating to the origin or progress of
society. However, certain treatments of history have approached
nearer to the realm of pure sociology. Thus, for instance, recent
philosophy of history, represented by Barth’s writings in contrast
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with Hegel’s, deals with the social causes and effects of nation
building and furnishes general concepts concerning the develop-
ment of single groups of known societies. A good deal that has
been written under the title of sociology is nothing more than the
philosophy of history interpreted in social and economic terms
and frequently the philosophy of history has so broadened its
scope as to be a social philosophy.? But the philosophy of
society proceeds deductively while sociology works inductively.
Among historical writers the social phases of history have increas-
ingly received attention, and as history broadens its scope it is
becoming more serviceable as a means of culture. However, in
its broadest aspect it fails to include the whole range of social
phenomena. Facts about society do not, in themselves, make
sociology.

The Relation of Sociology to Anthropology. — Anthropology
in its broadest sense is the science of man, — physical, intellectual,
and social. There is a sociological aspect to some parts of anthro-
pology ; for example, that which refers to social characteristics
and to the natural habitat of man. But anthropology in its
limited view should really only include the natural history of man-
kind. It does not include such sciences as biology, psychology,
sociology, political science, or economics. Its chief purpose is to
view man as an animal possessed of mental and physical charac-
teristics, and in his normal habitat in comparison with other
animals. Its purpose is somewhat different from that of any
other social science, but it very nearly approached sociology in
the fields of social origins, and in social population, and certain
fields of social reform, like criminology, it provides data of the
greatest importance to sociology. If it were purely biological,
as is one branch of it, somatology, treating of physical structure,
— of anatomy and physiology, — it would be purely a branch
of zodlogy. A large portion of this work must be given up to the
description of the social life of primitive people in order to repre-
sent man in his true characteristics, individual and social. There

20 Cf. Paul Barth, Die Philosophie der Geschichie als Sociologie.
81 See James Harvey Robinson's essay on History. Columbia University Press,
1908. See also his later The Mind in the Making, New York, 1921.
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are many divisions of the subject of anthropology, such as sema-
tology, or the determination of physical characteristics; anthro-

pometry, which relates to the system of measurement of mankind ;

ethnology, which treats of racial characteristics; and ethnography,

which concerns itself with the origin, subdivision, and distribution

of races over the earth’s surface; cultural anthropology, which

treats of the achievements of man as represented in customs

mores, and institutions and in the industrial and fine arts furnishes

a ground work of data for determining the movements of society

and indeed the progress of civilization.

Various Conceptions of Sociology. — While various writers
have viewed sociology from many different standpoints, such as
economics, philosophy of history, anthropology, biology, and
political science, there are other writers who see sociology as a
general science, distinct from any of these special sciences, and
who seek to find some single unifying principle on which to base
it. They differ, however, as to what is the fundamental social
fact on which society is built up, and consequently as to the cen-
tral principle or conception in sociology. For example, M. Tarde
in his Laws of Imatation, has laid unusual stress upon a single
feature of social action, viz., imitation. This is made to dominate
everything else. Later, in his Soctal Laws, he has attempted to
reduce sociology to three fundamental conceptions; namely,
‘“ repetition, opposition, and adaptation.” Giddings, in his
Principles, viewed sociology from a single fundamental principle,
“The consciousness of kind.” In his later works, however,
Giddings has broadened out his structure of sociology and has
reduced *‘ consciousness of kind ’ to a subordinate place, where,
although it is a very important concept, it occupies its true posi-
tion. Gumplowicz, in his Der Rassenkampf (War of Races), has

‘viewed society from the standpoint of the contact of races,
group-struggles being the fundamental fact. Novicow, in his Les
luttes entre sociétés humaines (Struggle among Human Societies),:
has approached this same idea from a different standpoint. And,
finally, we have a new conception termed by Ward “ unconscious
social constraint,” which represents a number of writers who try
to show that society has been built through the moral or psychic
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vactign of individuals in association, and that this represents,
indeed, the important characteristicc More recent sociological
thought, especially in America, departs wisely from any one-sided
explanation of social phenomena and, while recognizing that the
social process is at bottom psychological, attempts to describe
scientifically social organization and social processes, and to
interpret the phenomena by an analysis which takes into account
all the factors which have produced organized social life.?
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that are relatively intelligent, tolerant, and helpful, that exhibit initiative, that bear
their share of responsibility, and that effectively play their part in collective enter-
prise. It selects and perpetuates the adequate.” Studies in the Theory of Human
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QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES .

1. What are the essentials of a good definition? See Century Dictionary.

2. Judged by these essentials, which is the best definition of sociology
given in this chapter?

3. Can you cite any sciences that have benefited by the use of the genetic
method ?

4. How do survivals in clothing illustrate the point that it is impossible
to understand certain things in existence without knowing the origins from
which they developed? Can you think of other illustrations?

5. Write out a careful analysis of the social activities and the social struc-
tures through which the activities are carried on in your home or other com-
munity with which you are acquainted.

6. In what respects are a lodge, a bank, a state, like a tree or an animal ?

In what are they different ?
7. Name three influences of physical nature which cause men to codperate

and combine. :
8. What physical characteristics of individuals cause them to associate

together?
9. Name some physical differences which keep them from associating

together.

10. Explain how a struggle based on destruction of others could result in a
being whose guiding principle is loveand service of his fellows and whose prac-
tice is to ‘‘turn the other cheek.”

11. Explain how, when such a creature once appeared in the midst of a
‘“Nature red in tooth and claw,” he and his kind could possibly survive.

12. State clearly the differences between sociology and the following social
sciences: economics, politics, ethics.

13. Explain the differences between a society, a community, and a neighbor-

hood.



CHAPTER III

PURPOSE, PROBLEMS AND METHODS

The Purpose of Sociology. — The foregoing chapter pointed out
the position of sociology among social sciences and indicated the
field in which it operates. Its scientific purpose is primarily to
describe society as we find it, ascertain how it developed, and learn
what are the processes by which it develops.

He who would understand society must not guess about it or
philosophize about it according to some preconceived idea, but
must look at it as he would look at any other phenomenon and
attempt to describe what he finds. Moreover, one must remember
that sociology deals not with one people or one civilization. So
far as possible one must make himself acquainted with society
the world around. As we have already seen in'a previous chapter,
sociology studies mankind in groups. Sociology is interested in
ascertaining how men actually live in group life and how the
group affects the individual and how the individual on the other
hand modifies the group. He is also interested in noticing the
processes by which the relationships between man and man, and
between group and group, are established, what results come out
of that association, such as institutions, the whole complex of
things that we call culture, the process by which man becomes
adjusted to the ideals and traditions of the group, and the ways in
which maladjustment between the individual and the group and
between one group and another comes about with the different
results in each case. Moreover, sociology attempts to ascertain
how these institutional relationships grew up. Therefore it is a
comparative study of institutions among various people. How-
ever, it may fairly be claimed that the full purpose of the science
will not have been attained until it contributes to the social well-
being and the individual happiness of mankind. Sociolegy has a
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practical purpose. Based upon a knowledge of how society has
come to be what it is to-day, sociology can better point the way in
which the social organization can more effectively adapt itself to
the changing conditions of life. From a careful analysis of the
social structures and processes of society as organized at present,
sociology will derive that understanding of the nature of society
which will suggest remedies for its ills. A sound social technology
is based upon a careful study of the origin, development, aad
analysis of present-day social structure and processes.! The
ought of social conduct, then, must be considered. The purpose
of sociology is not fulfilled when it has classified and described
social phenomena, discovered the social forces, and formulated laws
of social being and growth. It should point the way to a better
social life and to the improvement of the social mechanism. In
short, we may say that the purpose of sociology 1s, first, to understand
soctety; then, to enable us to formulate a scientific program of sociai
betterment. :

The Problems of Sociology. — The numerous problems confront-
ing the sociologist are of a varied nature. Perhaps the fundamental
problem is a correct conception of the origin, structure, and activi-
ties of society. A correct knowledge of the parts and functions
of society and their relation to one another is of prime importance
to the student. It is essential that he understand not only social
phenomena, but the causes producing them and the effects which
grow out of their interrelations.

One of the best ways to understand the present structure and
processes of society is to study the origin of our customs, tradi-
tions, institutions, and organizations. Only as we compare such
institutions as the family, property, political institutions, morals,
standards, and beliefs, with those of more primitive peoples or
with those of civilized peoples of an earlier period can we under-
stand many of the social phenomena which meet our eyes to-day.
Many of the institutions and attitudes which we now have de-,
scended to us from the past. While the old evolutionary theory

1 “Tt is vicious to encourage students to speculate about great questions of social
reform before they have learned to know intimately the facts of secial structures
and functions.” Small and Vincent, An Introduction to the Study of Society, p. 20.
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that all of those that we have to-day are derived from those of
savage or primitive peoples can no longer be held, nevertheless
the comparative study of such institutions and processes of develop-
ment among peoples of different stages of culture will throw much
light upon how individuals of different ages and in different environ-
ments have responded to difficulties and have solved these problems
of social relationship.

The regularity of recurring social phenomena is no less important,
for without this no generalizations as to how men act in associa-
tion under differing or similar conditions can be made. If there
are no regularities in social life, no general laws under which large
bodies of social facts can be subsumed, then sociology has not
reached the dignity of a science. When one finds, however, on
comparing the family among different peoples that its form varies
with the state of culture reached, with the economic conditions
under which they live, and with the contacts which they have
made with other peoples, he begins to see a regularity of occurrence
of social phenomena and the connection of that occurrence with
such conditioning factors. So with the form of political control.
Even Aristotle on a comparison of the various forms of govern-
ment in his day was able to make a tentative generalization as
to the development through which the forms of political control
went. Likewise moral codes vary from people to people. These
vary somewhat even under similar conditions; nevertheless there
is a certain regularity of recurrence of methods by which moral
problems were met which are of the greatest interest.

The question of the freedom of the human will in shaping social
development is another vital problem. Can the conscious pur-
pose of man control social events? In its solution is involved the
relation of the so-called natural development of society to its de-
velopment under the control of the social purpose. Moreover, it
determines the position and influence of the individual in social
activities. If man’s purposive efforts for the changing of social
conditions are useless, he might as well sit down and fold his
hands while the slow but merciless process of natural forces works
out the destiny of the race.

This problem is followed, on the other hand, by the question of



40 OUTLINES OF SOCIOLOGY

the possibility of applying the principles of organic evolution to
society. If a man can control society, then what part is left to
natural forces of the world in the shaping of social development ?
Our present knowledge, however, indicates that man can to a
degree control his natural environment and yet that natural
environment and his own inherent nature place limits upon what
it is possible for him consciously to effect.

Again, if progress is brought about through the struggle of
individuals and races and the survival of the fittest, is peace or
war of greater value to the human race?? Only by a careful
study of what has happened in both peace and war, not only in
modern times but in ancient times can this question be answered.
The struggle between individuals and races has marked at least
the recent history of mankind. Periods of peace have intervened
between wars. Is there any evidence that war may have served
a useful purpose among earlier peoples when its methods were
less mechanical and the outcome depended more upon the individ-
ual prowess than at present? Does peace have enervating effects
upon the individuals of the group in that it allows weaklings to
live who in war would die? These are questions which cannot
be answered by philosophizing but by actually ascertaining the
results of peace and of war.

Another set of problems to which sociology addresses itself are
those which pertain to the processes of socialization, the mechan-
isms by which the individual as he grows from infancy to manhood
becomes adjusted to the groups of which he is a member. What
inherent qualities does he bring with him into the world which
promote or hinder his adjustment as a useful member of society ?
What institutions, codes, and patterns of conduct has society set
up by which to control him from birth to death in ever widening
circles to its consciously conceiyed end. Hence the processes of
socialization and the means of social control are important prob-
lems to sociology.

Furthermore, sociology studies the social ends or ideals, such
purposes as society sets for itself. How did these aims arise?

. %8ee ‘“The Problems of Sociology,” by Gustav Ratzenhofer, American Journal
of Sociology, Sept.. 1904.
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Weze they the result of chance or of conscious adoption; how
were these ends secured ; what are the mechanisms which society
has invented to achieve them ?

Again, sociology faces the fact that many individuals fail to
adjust themselves to the demands of their group. Every school
has children who cannot make the grade, every community has
its delinquents, juvenile and adult, who are maladjusted to the
social organization. Thousands upon thousands of people fill
our insane hospitals and asylums, others are so mentally defective
that they cannot function in our present social organization
sufficiently to earn their own living and keep themselves out of
trouble. Thousands of epileptics are unable to hold a job and
are a menace in many cases to the community in which they live.
Adolescents who are normal in mind in passing from childhood to
manhood and womanhood frequently find themselves in conflict
with the standards and codes set up by society. Great numbers
of our people are unable to adjust themselves to the economic and
political demands of our civilization. Are these maladjustments
the result of inherent incapacities or of the lack of adaptation of
our social machinery to these varying individuals or both? Only
careful study of the facts as we find them can answer these ques-
tions. Hence, here sociology seeks to discover what are the facts
about these people whom we may call pathological deviates. It
also seeks to answer the question as to whether the social organiza-
tion, meaning by that not only the organized structure of the
state and of the educational system, but also the codes which have
grown up, the patterns of conduct approved, and the attitudes
expressed by society toward these individuals, are so nicely ad-
justed to their incapacities and their peculiar qualities that they
can find a comfortable place in the social organization and that
their kind may be increasingly limited in number. Hence a part
of the task of sociology is to study social pathology.

Again, sociologists are constantly studying the methods by
which men in all ages have studied society. We shall learn some-
thing if we know about how men from the earliest times who are
interested in social problems went at the job of finding out about
them. - Hence, sociology studies methodology.
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In the wake of these fundamental philosophic problems con-
nected with sociology come many practical problems. There are
the questions of the relation of ethical and religious culture to
social development. Are they part of the process? Are they
causes or are they effects, or each in turn? What kind of govern-
ment should be sought in view of the history of social development ?
What should be society’s attitude towards its waste products —
the dependent, defective, and criminal classes? What message,
if any, has sociology for the educational and business systems of
society? Does it throw any light upon the measures to be taken
to direct society along lines of future development in the interest
of the highest type of social personality and of social group? All
these and many more problems thrust themselves upon the
sociologist for answer.

Let us summarize. Among the points previously under con-
troversy the following may be considered pretty well established :
(1) The origin, nature, structure, and activities of society; (2) A
knowledge of the parts of society, their functions and relationships ;
(3) The regularity of recurring social phenomena; (4) Psychical
phenomena in relation to biological; (5) Determination of the
method of the development of social personality; (6) The social
processes, causes and methods of social organization.

Of the many important tasks yet to be faced, the following may
be mentioned: (1) the generalization of the results of special in-
vestigations; (2) a synthesis of the results of investigators which
would establish general principles, and unify sociological thought ;
(3) the establishment of a standard of measurement of social
conduct; (4) determination of the extent to which society may
direct its own course, and how much may be determined by the
natural course of evolution; (5) what may be done to conserve
human energy and to eliminate social waste; (6) how may the
study of the individual life, the family, or other social group con-
tribute to the development of the science of sociology ; and, (7) spe-
cific problems of crime, poverty, birth control, and population.

Past and Present Methods of Sociological Study. — The
methods of approach to the study of society and to the develop-
ment of social theory are so many and varied that their satisfactory
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classification is seemingly impossible. The history of social
thought reveals a multitude of points of view and methods of
investigation by philosophers and social scientists. In general it
shows how the attitude of mind toward human behavior has
changed from the imaginative to the reflective, and from specula-
tive philosophy about social relations to scientific observation
and analysis. It is a long trail marked by abandoned theories,
discarded methods, and reconstructed systems, to the scientific
investigation of society by actual study of its nature at first hand.
Perhaps a brief review of the way some of the leading sociologists
have attacked the study of society will give us some conception
of methodology in the study of society.

I. The Philosophical Method. — From early times, especially
in western civilization, there were men of learning who philoso-
phized concerning the nature of human society, its character and
purpose. They based their opinions on the knowledge concerning
historic societies and from casual observation of contemporary
societies. In many cases they observed the defects of society
and through a philosophical idealism advocated changes to correct
the defects. Plato and all of his followers based their socialistic
theories on the imperfections of society as compared with their
established ideals. The philosophers of the middle ages and the
early modern period followed the same method. It was not until
the accumulation of knowledge and the beginnings of scientific
methods in other fields that men began anew a serious study
of society. Auguste Comte,® sometimes called the founder of
sociology, in his classification of the sciences made a place for
sociology. He used the terms “ social physics ”’ which he divided
into “ social statics” and ““ social dynamics ”’ as indicating his
conception of the methods of approach to the study of society.
He said human thought evolves through three stages, (1) the
theological, (2) the metaphysical, and (3) the positive. The
theological stage is characterized by the attempt to explain all
phenomena on the basis of action by supernatural beings. In the
metaphysical stage men account for phenomena by the supposition
that abstract forces instead of supernatural beings produce the

3 Positive Philosophy, London, 1875, 2 vols.
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phenomena. That is, for example, the wind is now produced.not
by being set in motion by a god but by a force. These forces are
conceived of as abstract entities, like Gravitation. This meta-
physical conception still obtains when people speak of the force of
gravitation, when scientifically gravitation is only a law describing
how things act under certain conditions. In the positive stage,
Comte said, the human mind no longer searches for abstract enti-
ties to explain things, but applies itself to the study of phenomena
in their relations of succession and resemblance. Under given
circumstances certain things are observed to occur. This is the
positive or scientific stage. Book VI is devoted to “Social
Physics.” In this part of his work he shows how men have
followed these three methods in the study of society, and points
out how the positive method may be applied to its study.

Herbert Spencer # approached sociology as a corollary to his
system of philosophy. In this respect he followed Comte. The
central ideas of his social philosophy were reinforced by a concep-
tion of the laws of evolution and causation. He based his con-
ception of society on biological structure and explained society in
comparison with a biological organism. His organic conception of
society became the center of sociological controversy for many
years. Spencer gathered an immense amount of ethnographical
material with which he illustrated his analysis of social phenomena.
But the material was secondary to his analysis. He threw a
flood of light on social origins, but his work was vitiated by his
theory that in social development evolution occurred according to
his so-called law of evolution. While the development of social
theory has left the Spencerian philosophy of sociology far behind,
no other man has had wider influence on the development of
sociology. His great contribution was the stimulation he gave to
the study of the subject, rather than his particular system. It was
more what he suggested and left unsaid than his evolutionary
system that challenged thinking about the study of society. . His
extreme laissez-faire doctrine, his evolutionary philosophy, his
freedom of thought, his wide range of scholarship, and his chal-
lenge of the political philosophy of his day, inspired thought in his

4 Principles of Sociology, 3 vols.
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contemporaries and his followers. Not one of his critics, either
friendly or antagonistic, but owes much to Spencer’s theories.

All of these early social philosophers were interested in reducing
social phenomena to the working out of one or a few simple prin-
ciples. In further illustration of the early philosophical period
the method of Ludwig Gumplowicz (1838-1910) ® is worthy of
attention as a representative of the social conflict theory. Reject-
ing the mechanistic individualism of Comte and the organic
analogies of Spencer, Gumplowicz conceived society as founded on
primitive groups or hordes of human beings warring with one
another for survival. The chief cause of this perpetual conflict
was the encroachment of population on the food supply. His
theory is the survival of the fittest of Spencer and Darwin applied
to social groups, in which the strong survived and enslaved or
exterminated the weak. In this way permanently organized social
groups became established. Thus he made the group the central
factor of action as contrasted with the individual. It was bound
together by various unified interests dependent upon community
life, mores, customs, and laws. While the recognition of group
conflict is a factor in the development of society it is only one of
many factors and is not the universal determiner of social order.
The internal social process of individuals in relation to one another
and in their relation to the group was not fully considered.

Gustav Ratzenhofer ® (1842-1904) developed a slightly different
conflict theory. So far as the eternal struggle for survival of
groups and races is universal as a foundation of society he agrees
with Gumplowicz, but he finds coperation rather than dominance
theresult. He pictures man in a continual struggle against natural
enemies including savage man. If the strife between groups or
races led to war, the result was necessarily codperation. Though
it was a philosophy of conflicting forces, class interests to pre-
vent destruction compelled codperation which was the basis of
social organization. Moreover, he paid more attention to social
structures.

$ Der Rassenkampf, Innsbruck, 1883 : Outlines of Sociology, translated by F. W,
Moore, Philadelphia, 1899.
¢ Die Sociologtsche Erkeniness, Leipsig, 1898,
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George Simmel 7 (1858-1918) represents another distinct phase
of the philosophical sociology. Adhering to the theory that soci-
ology should have its own field of study independent of other
social sciences he held that its only subject is the forms of human
relationship, and that forms and not contents are the subjects of
sociological investigation. A conception of form without function
as cause is vague and speculative, to say the least. He fails to
observe that the mark that divides sciences is a psychological con-
venience and that different sciences may use the same data with
special aims and methods. Simmel’s philosophy is analytic
rather than synthetic, speculative rather than constructive.

Gabriel Tarde 8 (1843—-1904) noticed the importance of imitation
in social development. He held that imitation is the principal
cause of the resemblance of individual action and of their coopera-
tion in social groups. It was the important factor in social develop-
ment. While he placed undue stress upon his theory, it is inevi-
table in the early development of a science that individual scholars
should emphasize one aspect of the social process or study one
phase of social phenomena. Tarde was one of the most notable
social philosophers of his period. His introduction of the psy-
chological element into sociological study marks an important era
in the development of sociology. He insisted that social phe-
nomena resulted from the interaction of individual minds. Like
Spencer and Comte he was interested in formulating social laws
or generalizations.? He opened up a new field of thought by his
social philosophy, different as it was from any of his predecessors
or contemporaries. His work has been suggestive to nearly all
American sociologists of his period and since. Incomplete as his
system is now regarded, it was a pioneer work and one step farther
toward that aspect of sociology known as social psychology.

It will be observed that the method of approach to the study of
society by all these writers was philosophical. They held certain
theories which they then set out to prove. Each stressed his

7 Spykman, N. J., Social Theory of George Simmel, 1925; Pitirim Sorokin,
Contemporary Sociological Theories, pp. 489-502.

8 Laws of Imitation, translated by Elsie C. Parsons, New York, 1930.

? Soctal Laws, translated by H. C. Warren, New York, 1899; Les lois de
U'imstation, Paris, 1890 and 1895.
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philosophy from a particular assumption or viewpoint as the
foundation of his particular theory, and attempted to prove his
hypothesis by the inclusion of only those facts which favored it.
Though open to criticism in the light of modern social thought,
what they taught brought to the foreground many hypotheses
that had to await the test of a more scientific method.

II. The Genetic Method. — The genetic method of sociology
corresponds to the historical in economics. It studies the origin
and development of society with the purpose to find out how it
came to be. Only as one understands the history of one institu-
tion does he know how to appreciate its present form and its
functions. It seeks to learn the nature of social organization and
social processes by seeking to learn about them in earlier times.
For example, many of the present forms of the state, the family,
property, kinship, crime, justice, etc., cannot be understood without
knowing their history. Spencer pioneered this method although
his results were somewhat vitiated by his emphasis upon a linear
evolution of forms. He failed to consider sufficiently functional
group activities. The genetic, or historical method, however, has
great value for the student of institutions.

William G. Sumner (1840-1910) applied the same method in his
study in a narrow field of social phenomena which he called the
Folkways.’® Here the data on social origins and primitive cultures
throw a flood of light upon customary ways of doing things, such
as customs, traditions, and morals. His work revealed some of
the mechanisms by which social institutions became established.
He showed the importance of these origins, and made a con-
tribution of real sociological import. His work has been useful
in the study of the origin and evolution of many social institutions
and processes without Spencer’s effort to press his data into con-
formity with an evolutionary hypothesis. However, like Spencer,
he was an individualist and an advocate of biological evolution.
His description and analysis of folkways, customs, and mores as
societary phenomena have been of importance in the development
of sociology, though the psychological interpretation character-

10 Folkways: A Study of the Sociological Importance of Usages, Manners, Customs,
Mores, and Mordls, Boston, 1907.
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istic of more recent times was not emphasized. William Wundt,!
in his Folk Psychology, supplies what Sumner lacks in this respect
as he discusses the processes that bring human beings together in
social groups.!?

Edward Westermarck,'? in his study of the evolution of morals
-and in his History of Human Marriage, has given an excellent type
of the genetic approach to two phases of group life. Both are
marked by concreteness, scientific objectivity, and thoroughness.
His book on The Origin and Development of Moral Ideas was im-
portant for sociology in that he showed that ““ society is the birth-
place of the moral consciousness ”’ and that there is a similarity
between the conscience of an individual and of a community.

Recent studies and researches in anthropology and ethnology
have contributed much to the genetic method of sociology. The
early anthropologists were satisfied with the enumeration and
description of examples of material culture as shown in food, tools,
shelter, clothing, and ornaments and in the spiritual culture as
shown in languages, religious ceremonies, and social customs.
Reacting from the linear evolutionary theory of Spencer, Morgan,
and others, they have not tried to show the relation of culture to
social origins and social development. They have been more
interested in studying the origin and spread of culture patterns,
without theorizing about any evolutionary hypothesis.

Nevertheless, the work of such anthropologists as Boas, Kroeber,
Wilder, and others have shown the connection between the anthro-
pology and sociology of primitive peoples. They have revealed
that culture is a common field for both sciences. Their studies
have brought sociologists to face the question as to how far the
discoveries in biology apply to the origin and development of
man, and to what extent organized social life is dependent upon
the cultures arising from invention of tools, machines, clothing,
and of ceremonial institutions. “Here then,” says Kroeber,

““is a specific task and place in the sun for anthropology, the

11 William Wundt, Elements of Folk Psychology, London, 1906-1908.

12 A, G. Keller has carried forward Sumner’s ideas of variation, selection, and
adaptation in Societal Evolution, New York, 1915. Further elaboration of Sumner's
hypothesis is found in the Science of Society by Sumner, Keller, and M. R. Davie,
4 vols., New Haven, 1027.

18 Ed. Westermarck, Origin and Development of Moral Ideas, 2 vols., 1906-1908.
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intgrpretation of the phenomena into which both organic and
social causes enter. . . . To deal with this interplay of what is
natural and nurtural, organic and social, anthropology must know
something of the organic as such and of the social as such.” !*
Thus the anthropologists adopting the genetic method of research
and starting with the biogenic study of man and continuing with
the interpretation of his early cultures would extend their studies
in organic and cultural relations to the whole range of human
society. Such study undoubtedly is of far reaching importance in
checking up assumptions and hastily formed conclusions as to the
life of primitive peoples. Their work throws much light on the
way man in different circumstances has responded in different
ways to meet his life problems.

Lester F. Ward (1841-1913) occupies an independent unclassi-
fied position in the development of social philosophy and indeed
of social science. As a geologist and paleobotanist, Ward ap-
proached the study of sociology with a scientific attitude of mind.
Yet withal he was primarily a philosopher. He proceeded from
the standpoint of the physical sciences and extended his system
of thought to human society (tertiary aggregates) to discover
universal laws regarding man’s relation-to physical nature. While
on the whole he approached the study of society from the genetic
point of view, and while he had no quarrel with the evolutionary
hypothesis, yet he recognized that there are two different stages
in social development. In the earlier stage social institutions
develop spontaneously by the working together of physical forces
in nature and in man. In the second, man by his intelligence
directs social development to preconceived ends. By reason of
the second he is able to repudiate Spencer’s narrow determinism
and his extreme individualism and to hold that man through
conscious effort may control not only the forces of the natural
world but by dynamic action may transform and direct the course
of human society. This necessitated universal education as a
necessity in social control. Following out his scheme he departed
further from the organic basis of society and ended by showing
that society is psychical in its nature. Thus he traced the develop-

4 A. L. Kroeber, Anthropology, New York, 1923, pp. 3, 4.
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ment of society through the working together (synergy) uncon-
sciously of the forces in nature and in man to the establishment of
a conscious purpose (telesis) in social groups directed to its own
development and to the control of its own behavior. This was
made possible through the feelings and intelligence inherent in the
nature of man. While many of his views on psychology and social
causation are subject to criticism in the light of modern study, his
system in general is to be accredited with a tremendous influence
in the advancement of the science of sociology. That man has
directed the development of social arrangements in part is a needed
supplement and corrective to the theory that human society is
the result of the blind forces of inanimate nature. This is a lasting
contribution to social science.

III. The Statistical Method. — The methods so far described
may be characterized as fundamentally philosophic in character.
While Comte, Spencer, and Ward performed a great service to
sociology in gathering from the various fields of knowledge, such
as biology, psychology, and especially anthropology and ethnology,
an immense amount of material on social customs, ceremonies,
institutions, and beliefs, they were essentially systematizers of
these facts on some philosophical principle. They did not attempt
to apply measurements to social phenomena. In following their
methods they were applying to the field of sociology the methods
used in the physical sciences. With the development, however, of
quantitative methods in biology, physics, chemistry, and psy-
chology, the social scientists have seen that the systematic arrange-
ment of descriptive material, while important, will not satisfy the
strictest scientific canons, and therefore have begun to apply
statistical methods to social phenomena. The matter has pro-
ceeded far enough now so that it is clear that some phenomena can-
not yet be measured by present statistical methods. However,
it is also clear that what can be treated quantitatively should be
so treated in the interest of exactitude. The gathering of social
statistics and their classification and interpretation as a means of
understanding society is one of the most important methods of
social study and sociological investigation. Social statistics means
something more than the mere enumeration of facts. Their
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clasgification and interpretation are more important. Otherwise
they are meaningless. Numbering of recurring phenomena is
necessary and mathematical calculations are of value, but what
these facts mean regarding traits, movement, composition, and
processes of society, is what the sccial statistician is seeking.

Whatever social phenomena can be counted and measured
supplies an invaluable corrective to impressions gained from indi-
vidual observation and to philosophic generalizations. For
example, before the figures were published for the United States
census on marriage and divorce it was the general impression that
people were marrying later in recent times than they did earlier
in the history of this country. However, the statistics of marriage
showed that in the last years studied people were marrying younger
than they did in 1867, or any period between the first and last
dates of that survey. Again, whether the coal workers in Penn-
sylvania had a living wage or not was in dispute between the coal
workers’ organization and the operators, and, until various careful
studies were made to find out exactly what a large number of
men earned, the dispute could not be settled. Again, it was once
believed that alcohol was responsible for 75 per cent of the depend-
ency of the country. When some one took the pains to go through
the records of social work organizations which dealt with dependent
families, they found it was somewhere between 17 and 25 per
cent. So with many other generalizations which sociologists have
made. Unless they have actual facts at hand with respect to
large numbers they are likely to put forth generalizations which
are only guesses at the best. Consequently, at the present time
in sociology there is an increasing emphasis upon the use of statis-
tical methods in the study of social phenomena.

In connection with our emphasis upon the importance of measur-
ing social phenomena we must be careful that we do not attempt
to measure the immeasurable, or to weigh the imponderable.
While a great deal more of the social area can be measured and
treated statistically than is at present being done, it is recognized
by all careful sociologists that there are many phases of social
life to which we cannot apply any methods of measurements now
known to the statistician. -If this is kept in mind, and one is
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careful not to deny to those who pursue some other method. the
appellation of scientific, we can only look with favor upon the
present emphasis upon applying measuring rods in social science.

The statistical method irons out all peculiarities and shows
trends and tendencies in mass phenomena. By reason of that
very characteristic of the statistical method, however, sometimes
a distorted picture of details is given. Only by studying cases can
details of the picture be supplied. Consequently, in connection
with the emphasis upon statistics, recent social science has tended
to emphasize the value of the case method in sociology.

IV. The Case Method. — While for many years the case record
has been a device in use in the charity organization societies and
in the juvenile court, only recently has the value of the case
records in the study of human relations become apparent. In
medicine the case method has long been used. In the study of
law it has been recognized recently as important. As a supple-
ment to the statistical method in social science, the case method
both for individuals and communities is now increasing in use.
Its value is to be seen in the fact that certain of the subtle reactions
of individuals to their environment cannot be statistically tabu-
lated. True, you can tabulate with some degree of accuracy the
social conditions which surround the children who have become
delinquent. The results of the statistical treatment of these facts
will yield some important information. Yet how little those
statistical results will tell you of the delicate differences in response
of one individual as compared with another to any conditions which
you may be able to tabulate statistically. The well done case
record, on the other hand, will reveal to you, for example, that this
child has been spoiled by his parents. He has learned to demand
certain things of them which he cannot expect in the ordinary
social relationships. He may have a perfectly good home by any.
standards which may be devised to measure it statistically. Yet
there may be subtle influences at work in that home even with
the kindest father and mother which will be revealed only in the
case record and will help explain why this child becomes delinquent.

This method has been most successfully applied in the study of
the psychopathological state of individuals who were maladjusted.
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The method has thrown a great light upon the infinitely delicate
processes in the individual’s reaction to other individuals in his
environment. The modern study of problem children, the recent
development of the psychopathology of adults, with their emphasis
upon the importance of certain social experiences in developing
insanity is of the greatest value to social science. A beginning
has been made to apply this method to the ordinary psychical
reactions of normal individuals to the circumstances of life. It
promises to reveal some of the processes by which our social codes,
customs, and institutions are built up. In this way it will supple-
ment all of these various methods which we have already discussed.

This has become a scientific process in determining the nature
of family life, of normal and abnormal character, and social con-
ditions by actual observation of personal life. It involves the
actual study of personal as well as family life in relation to indus-
trial, educational, religious, and social conditions of all members
of the family. It involves the questions of health and disease,
employment and non-employment, income, recreation, personality,
marriage and divorce, and the harmony or disharmony of the
family life.® An excellent exhibit of the method of personal
histories will be found in the case studies of the Judge Baker
Foundation.!6

There is no reason why after a sufficient body of case studies
have accumulated they may not be analyzed and treated statisti-
cally. In fact, some of the early statistical studies of dependency
were based upon the case records of charity organization societies.!”
Some recent studies of delinquency illustrate the application of
statistical methods to the material found in the case record.!®
The combination of these two methods in certain kinds of problems
is promising for social science.

Present Trend. — The trend of sociology at present is a zealous
effort to supply a long felt need of a larger volume of social facts.
Accompanying this is gn attempt to perfect scientific methods of

18 M. E. Richmond, What Is Social Case Work; Soctal Diagnosis; Ernest W.
Mowrer, Family Disorganization.

16 The Judge Baker Foundation Case Studies, Boston, 1923.

17 Devine, Misery and Its Causes, New York, 1909.

18 Healy and Bronner, Delinquents and Criminals: Their Making and Unmaking.
New York, 1826; Shaw, Delinquency Areas, Chicago, 1929.
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research which will conduce to accuracy. While hasty generaliza-
tions are still made, there is an earnest enquiry by sociologists as to
whether assumptions and generalizations may be supported by the
facts, and whether the facts are complete. The laboratory of the
sociologist is the whole world of social life and social activity wher-
ever found, no matter how far extended, or of what nature. Great
as is the difficulty the observation of concrete social phenomena
furnishes the only true basis for the development of a formal
science cf society. While much has been gained much needs to
be done.

The Unit of Investigation in Sociology. — Each science has its
unit of investigation, that is to say, its specific object of study.
Thus, biology studies the living being, and anthropology man in
his physical and cultural relations. Sociology studies the soctus,
or man in his social relations. As in the case of each of the sciences
mentioned, processes and products are studied also, but in sociology
these are studied in order to throw light upon the main problem,
that of man’s social activities.® Connected with man’s social
activity are all those products and processes which we call social
phenomena. Social phenomena, as Ross reminds us, ““are all
phenomena which we cannot explain without bringing in the
action of one human being on another. ’?* Moreover, these
phenomena must not be exceptional, but must be so characteristic
of a large group of people that they provide a basis for generaliza-
tion. For example, the phenomena which arise when two people
meet and associate have no social significance if they are peculiar
to those two only and are not likely to occur when two other
people meet and associate under the same circumstances. Soci-
ology studies man in his social relations, as affecting and as affected
by association, together with all the products and processes consequent
upon such association. :

19 See Ross, Foundations of Sociology, Chap. IV, where he contends that there
is no one unit of investigation, but many, such as products and processes of associa-
tion, as well as the socius himself.

20 Ibd., p. 7.

% The position taken here is essentially that of Ward, Pure Sociology, p. 38,
where he says: ‘It (sociology) does not really study men or the human race at ali.
That belongs to other sciences than sociology, chiefly to anthropology. It studies
sotivities, results, products, in a word, achievement.”
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QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

1. How is the primary purpose of sociology related to its practical purpose?

2. If it should be established that the conscious purpose of man can have
no influence upon social development, what would be the practical effect upon
movements to improve social conditions?

3. Make out a broad, general outline of the things you would want to inves-
tigate, if you were going to study society so as to get a general idea of its nature.

4. In connection with the section on the problems of sociology, read Gid-
dings’ Principles of Sociology, pp. 70-76, and then write out in outline form a
statement of the problems of sociology.

5. Why is it that statistics were not applied so early to the study of social
phenomena as to the study of, let us say, the biological ?

6. Name all the groups of social fact which you know have been treated
statistically.

7. Name some social phenomena which have not yet been studied by the
statistical methods.

8. Outline a study of your own home community, dividing the study into
the various heads and subdivisions under which the facts concerning it would
best be grouped in order to enable one to understand that community from a
sociological standpoint.

9. What is social diagnosis?

10. Explain the ‘‘case method’ of social study.
11. What is the difference between the inductive and the deductive method ?
12. Explain generalization as a factor in the study of sociology.












CHAPTER 1V

SOCIAL ORIGINS AND EVOLUTION

Social Evolution. — A systematic study of the changes occur-
ring in society during a certain period of time contributes much to
the understanding of social life. It involves the passing from
simple to more complex forms, to new group functions, and new
relationships of groups. Society is thus seen as a continuous
development from primitive life to the modern, social action.
Therefore, the student of sociology studies carefully the develop-
ment of human society as it occurs at successive periods of time
in all parts of the world. He turns to the descriptions of native
peoples, to their folk lore, mores, and customs, to the life of classic
peoples of the past, and to survivals of all kinds in our modern
life, in order to learn the steps in the development of social institu-
tions and social processes, that he may find regularities of social
action and reaction common to them all, and thus make generali-
zations of social movement.

Contemporary Societies. — By studying contemporary societies
one may learn something about how society comes into being.
The student might begin by considering the evolution of several
social groups which have grown up under his eyes. One might
consider them in the order of their complexity, for example, first
taking up the rural family, next, perhaps the farming community,
then the village, and then the city.! On the other hand, an under-
standing of the simple processes in the formation of a society might
be obtained by a study of existing social institutions, traditions,
customs, and organizations in various societies in different stages
of development. The latter method would show cross sections of
societies in successive stages of evolution. Both methods are

1 Such is the method employed by Sme.ll and Vincent in An Introduction to the
Study: of Society, Bk. II. .
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needed in order that the student may get a comprehension of, the
way in which societies come to be. The social institutions of to-
day have had a history, have gone through phases of development.
We shall know them only as we understand their respective origins
and the course of their various developments. Some are survivals
from a stage long since passed. They are fossils as much out of
place in the present-day world as the skeleton of the dinosaur.
The sanctions which once gave them vitality and significance
have passed away. They remain only as traditions, anachro-
nisms. Others are living, vital social institutions and processes,
deeply rooted in the social necessities of the present.

The ‘work of the biologists, beginning with Darwin, has made
clear to us many features of early social life. This knowledge
has been supplemented by the culture historians and archeolo-
gists, dealing with both the prehistoric and the historic peoples.
Perhaps most illuminating of all has been the work of the com-
parative ethnologists, who have brought to our attention in the
last few years the social organization, the language, customs,
beliefs, and ideas of what are called the nature peoples of all
lands. Their labors have made it almost possible for the
student of society to retrace, step by step, the road along which
society has progressed to its present stage.

In our study of social evolution we shall follow the method of
the comparative ethnologists.?

The purpose of the study of social evolution is to acquaint
the student with social origins and the processes of social growth.
He must bear constantly in mind that society has expanded
from simple beginnings, part by part, and function by function.
Moreover, society is always developing. It is changing in size,
in character, in the complexity of its institutions, in the number
of its interests, and in the diversity of methods by which it
expresses its social purposes. This is not to deny that societies
exist in a state of arrested development. There are such, but
they too are phenomena of social evolution, for they have been
different and have become what they are through reacting to cer-

* For a full statement of the reasons for following thia
Elements of Soctology, p. 231; Thomas, Source Book for

d, see Giddings,
ging, pp. 3-13.
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tain definite social and environmental conditions. By reason
of the fact, however, that arrested or degenerate societies are
societies caught in the back eddies of the stream of human life, our
chief interest is in those societies which are in a state of progressive
development.

The development in the art and industry of prehistoric man is
evidenced in the recent studies and classification of cultures in
the Paleolithic and Neolithic stone ages. These show a succes-
sion of cultures from the eoliths of the Pre-Chellean type to the
more highly developed Magdalenian arts and industries of the
Cro-Magnons. What their social life was like is now obscure.
But comparison of the arts and industries of the people’of this
early period with the least advanced of living races such as the
Australians, gives us some idea of the probable social development.
It indicates that the social life, though simple in nature, had well
begun at a very early period. The development of arts and indus-
tries shows very clearly the aggregation of the people in groups, the
beginning of a well-established family life, the origin of speech, and
the rudiments of language. The size of the brain shows capacity
for these characters. Yet it must be remembered that this early
period of social development must have extended over a vast period
and that progress was very slow. Although our knowledge of
primitive social life is meager, recent discoveries have made a little
clearer for us that shadowy past out of which man emerged with
some social organization and some social ideas.?

Social evolution is difficult to present summarily, for society
has not developed uniformly from a single idea, but rather from
a group of ideas more or less interrelated. Hence, in its treatment
we cannot follow through successive stages a clearly defined process
like the growth of the tree from the seed, but must consider differ-
ent phases of culture, such as religion, government, law, political
organization, industrial activity, and the family life, each leading
from a simple to a complex state of society and each contributing

3 For an introduction to the interesting and instructive discoveries of the past
twenty years see Chapin, An Introduction to Social Evolution; Osborn, The Men of
the Old Stone Age, New York, 1019; Hankins, An Introduction to the Study of
Society; Kroeber, Anthropology; Wilder, Man's Prehistoric Past; Blackmar,
History of Human Society, Chap. IV,
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to the solidarity of society as well as to the enlarged number of
its activities. An outline of origins followed by a brief survey of
the development of important phases of social life is all that can
be attempted here.

The Society of Animals. — While sociology deals with human
society, it is well to note that the beginnings of social organization
appear among animals lower in the scale of existence than man.
This fact gives the student a ground plan for the superstructure
of society. It indicates also how the informal beginning of
society rests on a physical basis and develops in proportion
to intelligence. It cannot be shown that there is an uninter-
rupted continuity of development from the social practices of
animals to the social practices of human beings, but there is a
similarity in many points between the lowest human societies and
the highest animal societies. The chief difference is found in the
variety and versatility of association. Another difference is found
in more diversified emotional capacity and larger mental powers of
the human group which permit a high state of cooperation and
organization. In other words animal societies show a few social
qualities in embryo and growing out of the fundamental instincts,
while human societies show these and many others in a highly
developed state.*

Illustrations of how animals form into groups are given by the
herds of buffaloes which once covered our West, by the beaver
colonies to be found even yet in parts of our country, and by such
social insects as the ants and the bees. In some of these cases
the group is a temporary one, in others more lasting, and in some
so stable that one almost wonders if they do not in that respect
surpass human social groups.

Recent studies by entomologists have shown remarkable insect
societies. Not only do the social insects display a remarkable
development of coGperative activities, but they have developed a
division of labor in their colonies unknown in human group life.
They have specialized castes or classes, such as the * workers,”

¢ Yet, how striking is codperation among animals and how important a part it
played in the evolution of animals and man has been clearly shown by Kropotkin,
Mutual Aid, A Factor in Evolution. See also Parmelee, The Science of Human
Behavior, Chaps XVII-XIX.
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the | queens,” and the “ drones.” The workers perform no sexual
functions; the others no production. They also have domesti-
cated other insects as a source of food supply. They cultivate
certain fungous growths as a source of food for their young.®

The society of ants, bees, and wasps, however, bear little more
than an analogy to human societies. In the former reflexes pass-
ing into instinct and habit unguided by intelligence seem to be
their main characteristics. While in the latter conscious social
intelligence appears to a certain degree in the lowest forms
of human association. The young ant stays with his fellow ants
because he has no initiative to do otherwise. He does the same
things that they do because with his endowment there is nothing
else to do, hence he co6perates. It is a perfect automatic mecha-
nism. Yet ants and bees do not represent a society in the modern
acceptation of the term. Lacking in social consciousness and social
will they display an automatic gregariousness.

Some birds of different species work together unconscmusly,
each species seeking to help itself. Others of the same species
develop a community life, they hold assemblages for migratory
purposes, they mix out of pure sociability. But, as Darwin clearly
shows, in all animal association the moral sense seems to be want-
ing. There is no reflection on past acts and no comparison of past
acts with present ones, no valuation of their relative importance —
characteristics which give rise to morality.5

Herds of antelopes live in harmony and peace, the leaders giving
warning of danger to the group. Elephants have been seen in
herds numbering from five to a hundred and fifty. These groups
are based on family relationships. Monkeys of the Old World
live in troops composed of family groups. One species (Cercopi-
thecus) engages in expeditions under the direction of a leader. He
commands the troop, stations sentinels, and gives orders that
are understood and obeyed. Another species (Cynocephalus),
according to Brehm, exhibits a still higher organization.

The Causes of Aggregation. — Many influences have caused
individuals to associate in groups. Among the more important

s Wheeler, * Social Life among Insects,” Scientific MontMy, June, 1922.
¢ 8ee Darwin, The Descent of Man, Chap. IV.
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may be mentioned the desire for companionship, including sexual
attraction, the influences of climate, the physical conditions of
the earth, the food supply, the consciousness of similarity, iden-
tity of interests, the necessity of protection against animals and
men, the influence of controlling personalities, and co6peration in
industry.

Responding to some or all of these influences, animals have
formed social groups. Primitive men, moved by the same factors
as the animals and often led by those with a more developed men-
tality and a keener social consciousness, formed themselves into
groups in which social pleasure was fully awakened and in which
various social and economic advantages appeared.

The Horde. — The simplest aggregation of people larger than
the family without formal organization is called a horde. It is
fairly the human equivalent of the animal ““ herd.” Its leader-
ship is natural, not formal. Its bonds are stronger in some ways,
but very little different from those natural bonds of physical and
mental superiority and deference to be observed in animal groups.
It represents one of the phases of social development. Numerous
examples of a horde are to be found in descriptions of savage
peoples.” There is little organization among such peoples. The
constituent families of hordes wander from place to place with
no permanent dwellings; the group is large to-day and small to-
morrow. There are some signs of temporary leadership, but no
permanent organization. Life is largely subject to accident. Yet
this group of people represents, to a certain extent, the foundation
of human society, for it is out of this simple homogeneous assem-
blage that complex society has risen.

The Beginnings of Social Organization. — Within the human
horde soon appear small, more closely related groups of people
which form the primordial socializing forces. They are what
Cooley has called the primary social groups. These are the family,
the play-group of children, and the neighborhood group of adults.
They are primary in the sense that they are fundamental in deter-
mining the social nature and ideals of the individual. The pri-

7 S8ee Parmelee, The Science of Human Behavior, Chaps. XVII-XIX. Thomas,
A Source Book for Social Origins, pp. 461468,
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mary groups are to be found among all peoples, while the secondary
may be one kind of group in some peoples and of a different nature
in others.® Among the secondary groups are small industrial,
governmental, and religious groups. These two kinds of groups
gradually transform the rather indefinite mass into a social order.
These small centers of organized power appear spontaneously.
They are the radiating centers of organized social relationships.
Here Vogue begins to establish its power. Here Tradition begins
to lay down its sacred laws. In these centers social interests find
their organized expression. The superior man finds here a way
to forward his own ambitions through leadership. The weaker
cleave to the stronger because thus they find protection and benefit.

Beginning in the differences of sex, at an early period of social
life the division of labor causes the differentiation into inchoate
industrial groups. As the struggle for a living in early society is
intense, industrial specialization gives an impetus to the general
organization of society. Yet one must not forget that some social
classes grow up apart from occupational interests. For example,
the ruling class springs in part from the lust for power and defer-
ence to the superior, the ecclesiastical from fear of the unknown,
the secret societies so often found in primitive groups from the
desire for acknowledged precedence, and those strange groups
based on the sex taboo observed in some primitive communities,?
from the mystery of reproduction and its allied phenomena. But
in all of the changes that take place society is organized about
small voluntary groups, springing up because of appreciation of
the pleasure or advantage to be secured thereby. Illustrations
of the beginnings of social organization are provided by the Wood
Veddahs of India, the natives of Tierra del Fuego, the Bushmen of
South Africa, and certain peoples of Brazil.10

Kinship. — In primitive society the family life was very differ-
ent from what it is at present. It was more indefinite and irregu-
lar. But, beginning with the sympathy of the mother for her
offspring, the unity of the family group grew as the bonds of com-

s See Cooley, Social Organization, Chap. III.
? On the last see Jenks, The Bontoc Igorot; Crawley, The Mystic Ron, pp. 83-58.
10 For details see Thomas, op. cit., pp. 462-465.
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mon interest multiplied. Members of the family group were held
together primarily by kinship or blood relationship. Whether
through the close association of the family group or through the
actual consciousness of blood relationship, the family group finally
became a unit of social order. Kinship played an important part
in all the early phases of social organization. Those of the same
blood recognized and protected one another, uniting in offensive
and defensive war with other tribes. Such temporary union grew
into racial or tribal unity and led to the development of race aver-
sion. There is now a wealth of anthropological studies which illus-
trate how important a part kinship played in primitive society.!!

Adoption. — But the family group enlarged in other ways than
that of natural increase. In the warfare which occurred among
various tribes it frequently happened that one tribe was conquered,
broken, and scattered, and its members who survived the shock of
battle had no protection except when they joined themselves to
other tribes. There was no state, no political government, but
only the family or tribal organization. Hence, when an individual
or a small family group was left alone, it was obliged to fight its
own battles independently or else unite with some family for pro-
tection. It became a common custom for conquering tribes often
to adopt such survivors into their own tribes, the only condition
imposed being that of a strict compliance with the laws and cus-
toms of the tribe. Thus it was that the family group enlarged con-
tinually by natural increase and adoption. The adopted members
became identified with the family, helping to fight its battles, fol-
lowing it through its migrations and engaging in the economic
pursuits of the tribe.!

The Consolidation of Groups. — There were always in early
society certain tendencies to consolidate small, closely related
groups into larger ones. Many causes contributed to this result.
Among them may be mentioned war, the external pressure of the
physical environment causing the various groups to unite for
protection from the weather or from wild animals, the danger

1 For the Australians see Malinowski, The Family among the Australian Abo-
rigines, London, 1913, Chap. VI, and Spencer and Gillen, The Native T'ribes of Central
Australia. For a brief general survey see Lowie, Primitive Society, Chap. V.,

1 Lowie, op. cit., pp. 77, 78.
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from, stronger hostile groups which often forced weak groups
to unite to resist a common enemy, and the recognition of kind
whereby like groups tended to unite and like individuals to asso-
ciate with one another. The attempt to satisfy a common hunger
led to a common sympathy and a common cooperation. This unity
of effort extended to other departments of life and had a tendency
to consolidate groups which otherwise would have been separated
and destroyed.

The Origin of Language. — Probably language grew out of
the instinctive cries and sounds produced by primitive man under
the stress of strong emotions excited by elemental joy, fear, love,
and hate, or out of the sounds which he heard about him in a nature
full of danger or beauty. These sounds became conventionalized
and united with his facial expressions and gestures — his prelingual
methods of conveying his thoughts and feelings to others. Doubt-
less, progress became rapid in the development of language when
the satisfaction of his social instincts led him to play with his
fellows. Out of this social fellowship grew the rhythmic dance
and choral song. The excitement of the primitive dance, linked
as it so often was with the deepest feelings he possessed, the sex and
hunger impulses, the joyous exhilaration of the mock combat, the
awe-inspiring ceremonies of tribal religion, quickened and heated
the mind to the pitch of forging a language, which served to satisfy
in a new way his desire for expression and at the same time tended
to become a new sharp instrument of emotional stimulation.!®
Once language had developed under social stimulation to the point
where signs and sounds had become independent and distinguished
in thought from the objects they designated, humanity had speech.
After this achievement man was able to make comparatively rapid
progress. While association provided the stimulus which gave rise
to speech, the latter in turn became a veritable fulcrum of Archi-
medes in lifting social life to a new complexity and perfection.!*

Another important step was taken when language became

8 Darwin, Descent of Man, Chap. XIX; Cooley, Soctal Organization, pp. 66-72.
4 On the development of animal language and its relation to human speech, see
Romanes, Mental Evolution in Man; Origin of Human Faculty, pp. 51 fi., 163 fi.
For the conneotion of the origin of speech with social excitement see Giddings,
Principles of Sociology, pp. 222-225 ; Blackmar, op. cit., Chap. VII; also Chap. V.
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written. Beginning with ‘‘reminders” like sticks stuck in the
ground or holes dug therein or cords tied in knots, or strung with
shells to assist the minstrel or medicine man of the group to recall
certain important events, and proceeding through ideograms,
signs standing for ideas, such as are still used by the Indians of
our Southwest and as they were used by the Dakota Indians in
Schoolcraft’s time, written language developed phonograms, or
signs which stood for certain phonetic values, as in the Chinese
and especially in the Japanese language of modern times and in the
ancient Egyptian language. The Phcenicians borrowed from the
Egyptians certain of these phonograms, attached to them simple
sounds and combined them variously in the different words in use
and thus gave the world an alphabet. These probably in a general
way are the steps in the development: ‘ reminder,” ideogram,
phonogram, and letter. Written language had even greater impor-
tance for humanity in its social development than spoken lan-
guage.®

Language has always fulfilled an important function in social
organization. Through it as a means of communication the small
group has been developed and strengthened and other groups have
been united. People of similar languages are attracted towards
one another, while those of foreign languages have a tendency to
repel one another. The difficulty of establishing social order
among diverse groups of people, speaking different languages and
having diversity of thought and sentiment, is very great. Even
now this difficulty of socialization is observed in our large American
cities with their heterogeneous populations. But though in such
cases language causes separation, it originally caused association.
It is the attempt to communicate feeling that gives birth to lan-
guage. Its effect on social development is of the greatest impor-
tance. ' (

Physical Pressure. — Another of the important factors in the

rise of social groups is the pressure of physical nature on the popu-

15 For a brief survey of the steps in the development of writing see Starr, Some
First Steps in Human Progress, Chap. XXI. One of the earliest valuable contribu-
tions to the knowledge of the development of speech and writing was Tylor, Anthro-
pology, Chaps. IV-VII. Perhaps the most incisive and discriminating discussions
of the importance of the development of language on social development is supplied
by Cooley, Social Organssation, pp. 68-79.
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lation. Apart from the fact that the food supply caused people
to assemble in the localities where food was most plentiful and
most easily obtained, the influences of climate and the physical
surface of the earth forced people into groups. Wandering along
the rivers in pursuit of fish and game, men came into contact with
one another and learned to dwell together. The mountain ranges
stayed their migrations and caused a denser population on their
slopes or in the adjacent valleys. The shores of the ocean and
inland seas and lakes caused them to pause for long periods and
finally to establish permanent homes. Violent storms led them to
seek shelter in caves where early associations were formed, and the
ice flow from the north caused the population to assemble in the
southern valleys. Thus the influence of physical nature every-
where tends to favor the aggregation of men and their association.
Go back to Paleolithic man in Western Europe. Notice that his
camp sites are located most frequently during the chilly fourth
interglacial period along the rivers, especially those rivers the banks
of which provided rock shelters and caves. Ask yourself why this
was, and you will see the influence of climatic and geographic fac-
tors on human aggregation.

Pressure of Population. — The movement of tribes and races
over the earth has caused the extinction of some, the breaking up
of others, but the consolidation of still others.!* The pressure of
nomad tribes on the ancient civilization of the various Aryan
groups in Europe, of the Huns upon the Teutons, of the various
Greek and Roman tribes upon one another, caused a closer social
union among the survivors of the struggle. This pressure forced
the growth of social institutions as a hothouse forces the growth
of plants. These institutions are the result of new ideas, the result
of the group consciousness struggling with new situations forced
upon it by the pressure of a hostile group. Two of many historic
illustrations may be cited to show this. When the white man
reached America and began to settle in the North Atlantic region,
two great groups of Indians were struggling for the possession of
the Atlantic seaboard and the fertile valleys which led down to it.

18 8ee Huntington, The Pulse of Asta; also his Civilication and Climate, New
Haven, 1915, Chaps. XII, XIIIL
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The Algonquins were pressing down from Canada upon the Iro-
quois already in possession of these places. One result was a
confederation known as the League of the Iroquois. An organi-
zation was devised whereby the various independent tribes were
welded together for defensive purposes. A great development was
taking place within these tribes when the coming of the whites
interrupted the process. Another example may be seen in the
Norman Conquest of England. The more or less loosely organized
elements of the British population, consisting of the ancient popu-
lation elements, Celts, Angles, Saxons, and Danes, fused somewhat
already in the early Saxon kingdoms and then developing under
Danish rule into a larger and more solid organization, were finally
welded into a demotic unity and a strongly organized whole under
the Normans and their successors. The process culminated under
the Tudors and early Stuarts. During the course of this develop-
ment social structures were greatly multiplied in number. The
aggregation of unlike population elements resulting in class con-
flicts forced the development of agencies of domination, status,
and toleration. The instruments of justice, like the courts, were
improved, all kinds of judicial machinery were invented like the
jury, grand and petit. The laws were greatly multiplied and
changed to meet new conditions. Even the common law, the child
of custom, was greatly elaborated. Every form of social life under-
went readjustment. Social devices of all sorts multiplied.!”

Common Ethical Sentiment. — The union of various groups of
people always depends to a considerable extent upon the existence
of a common ethical sentiment, for ethics are deeply rooted in the
emotions. In the beginning of society, as now, feeling played a
much more important réle than reason. The sociological basis
of morality is custom. Custom is rooted in the interplay of the
instincts and feelings with physical and social crises. Therefore,
tribal customs touching the relationship of man with man tended
to repel groups with different moral codes and attract those with
similar.

The importance of moral sentiments in the formation of social

17 For many of the facts of this illustration the writers are indebted to unpub-
lished lectures by Professor Giddings.
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groups rests on the fact that the moral codes of primitive peoples
are very rigid and exacting, and therefore play a great part in
the socializing process which makes for group unity. Hence,
the origin of morality is of importance in any study of the origins
of society.

Morality had one of its roots in mother love. At first it was
purely instinctive, probably caused by blind natural selection.
As such it brought in the wake of its manifestation its own emo-
tional reward and thus became established in the feelings and
habits of the creature.

The social root of actions which may come to have a moral value
is to be found in custom, by which is meant an act adopted, for
what reason we may only guess but practiced by a group of
people.’® Out of some customs grow moral acts. Which actions
shall become customary, and which of the customary actions of
a group shall become moral in their nature depends upon social
considerations arising from the social life of the group rather
than upon legal or economic considerations.

How an act may come to be customary and then moral may
be illustrated best by a concrete example. A group of primitive
people come face to face with a new experience such as a pesti-
lence or a famine. At once individuals in that group begin to
struggle with the problem of how to avert the calamity. In the
individuals’ minds psychologically there arises the stress and ten-
sion induced by fear in the presence of a new danger. The tend-
ency of the human mind under such conditions is to relieve itself
by motor reactions of some kind. Instead of anticipating the
modern adage, “ When you don’t know what to do, do nothing,”
the primitive mind tends to do something — or anything. What
shall be the act which is to relieve the emotional tension depends
much upon the character of the minds composing that group, and
upon their previous experiences — what they did in previous more
or less similar cases. Or, in the absence of any similar experiences
some one will do the first thing that suggests itself to him as in any
way appropriate. Others may follow his example. Perhaps the
families of these men do not die. After the danger is past what

18 See Wundt, Principles of Morality: Facts of the Moral Life, Chap. IIL.
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they did is recalled, it is related to others and becomes a part of the
group’s traditions. In any recurrence of the same or a like danger
this act will be performed by many imitators. Thus it will become
established in the customs of that group. It is a psychological
fact that custom, mere group habit, will soon attract to itself cer-
tain very definite and strong emotions, and these emotions will
be strengthened when the act becomes traditional, fostered by
forceful and dogmatic personalities and associated in the common
consciousness with group safety.

Again, since some religious practices have their roots in similar
emotional tensions,!® the custom often will be adopted by religion
and be still further strengthened by coming under religiously dom-
inating influences such as the fear of punishment or the hope of
reward by supernatural beings. In all such ways may custom be
established.

Whether a customary action was considered moral, immoral,
or unmoral was determined by such considerations as the rela-
tions of the act to the welfare of the group, and the relations of
certain impulses of the individuals to the traditions of the group.
The falling away of certain individuals from fixed customary
standards aroused ethical questions. This is in accordance with
the law of mental development, that matters come to our knowl-
edge by our first becoming aware of the incongruity between the
feelings we have enjoyed in the presence of the usual and the feel-
ings aroused when the smooth current of our consciousness has
been disturbed by the unusual. Therefore, originally morality
was chiefly negative: ‘ Thou shalt not ”’ do this or that. Primi-
tive life is largely a life of privation, a constant struggle against the
forces of nature, against wild animals and hostile men. Suffering
was the common lot. It was an economy of pain.® Hence, primi-
tive ethics and primitive religion stressed negative acts of self-
deprivation and suffering. This tendency, moreover, was in entire
accord with the necessity of repressing the individual in the inter-
ests of the group. Only after the group had become consolidated

19 King, Development of Religion, pp. 54, 101. For a slightly different emphasis
see Wundt, Principles of Morality; Facts of the Moral Life, pp. 134-139..
30 Patten, Theory of the Social Forces, pp. 75-80.
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and unified to a certain degree was it safe to emphasize and encour-
age individual acts positive, independent, and original in their
nature. Such acts again were connected psychologically with the
partiality of the mother for her child, leading her to sacrifice her-
self for its benefit, and strengthened by the fact that after a certain
social development had been reached they were of advantage for
the survival of the group, so that they finally became sanctioned by
the whole group. Thus moral sentiment expressed itself in posi-
tive acts, and morality became conscious and rational.?
Beginning thus with self-sacrifice for the young, the altruistic
act extended to self-sacrifice for the wider kindred within the
group, then further with the growing consciousness of kind so as
to include the nation, the Kingdom of God, and the whole world.
Origin of Public Control. — Leadership is implied in all move-
ments of mankind where there is human concerted action. It
may be only temporary or accidental leadership, but it must exist
under all circumstances except where men are moved to act by
common impulse. Wherever, then, there is social order there will
be, to a certain degree, leadership. Whether the leader is the head
of the household, the medicine man, the man rich in cattle and
land, as in ancient Ireland, the chief of the tribe, or the temporary
war chief, who leads the host in battle, social order is established
in proportion as leadership becomes strong and permanent. As
social development proceeds, leadership becomes more varied in its
fields. At first the leader was only the strong man, or the man of
superior cunning, as the medicine man. Out from these crude
beginnings of social leadership, however, in response to growing
complexity of social interests and specialization of functions sprang
what Mallock has called “ the struggle for domination.” Even-
tually this leadership may develop into a kingship, a parliament,
a council, or a constitution; or into fashions and crazes; into edu-
cational, economic, and social orthodoxies; into vogues, philoso-
phies, modes of thought, and varieties of the Zeitgeist; but it must
appear somewhere as a representative of social authority. It
becomes a mighty power for consolidating and unifying the group,

2 See Ward, Pure Sociology, pp. 187-188. Cf. Ross, Social Control, Chaps. XXV,
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tribe, or nation and then for enriching the social life of the par-
ticular group.

The Beginning of Justice. — While the establishment of justice
is not the primary cause of social amalgamation, yet once the group
has been established, it certainly hastens the process of socializa-
tion. In fact, wherever we find social order appearing there is an
opportunity for the development of civil justice, for people cannot
associate on a common basis without some means of enforcing jus-
tice. The social elements act and react against one another blindly
before formal justice is established. Conflicts arise between indi-
viduals in the group which must be settled. At first might makes
right — the stronger man overpowers his antagonist and makes a
decision from his own standpoint. But soon civil justice brings
in a third party who adjusts the relations between the two, allotting
to each man his just dues. The first stirrings of a sense of social
justice may even be observed in a herd of animals when one bully-
ing member finally attracts the attention of a number of the herd
who unite in meting out punishment-to the offender and so secure
a form of justice between the two individuals primarily involved.
In the human group the origins are much more complex. Here
the brute strength, impartial judgment, and finer sympathy of a
third individual are supplemented by the weight of tradition as to
moral rights and duties and the usages more or less applicable to
the dispute, and by an appreciation of the necessity of smoothixfg
out differences that imperil the welfare of the group. Moreover,
the increased appreciation of leadership and the growth of moral
sentiment in even the lowest savages make for increased deference
to the decision of the third party. Like moral sentiment justice
began within the group. Within the confines of a blood-kindred
the moral sense first expresses itself most naturally and easily.
Special impetus to the tendencies just noticed to secure formal
means of settling disputes doubtless was given by the danger from
a hostile group.

The Réle of War in Early Social Development. — War in any
stage of social development is wasteful and disgenic. However,
it was less so in the early than in modern society. Then victory
was largely a matter of individual powers. It was hand to hand
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conflict rather than battles by machinery. Victory was to the
strong, the swift, and the cunning in larger measure than to-day.
Moreover, in early warfare the victors took the women of the
conquered and so social antagonism occurred. Thus a new race
of men fathered by the victors arose.

More important socially, war was the means in early societies
whereby many changes in social structure were brought about.
It provided discipline for wild savage people, developed law, and
out of the close relations between alien groups entailed by war
grew many early social institutions.?? War gave rise to a firmer
social structure chiefly by a rough-hewing selective process which
threw out all unsound material, and, as Ward has shown,?® by so
multiplying social contacts between alien peoples as to stimulate
the growth of rigid social structures. It was especially important
in securing the transition from an ethnic to a civil society.?* View-
ing the matter historically war has been the mother of many social
virtues.

Mutual Aid in Early Social Development. — On the other hand
in mutual aid, we have a social factor of great importance.?® Aris-
ing in the animal group by natural selection mutual aid developed
in the kinship group by reason of the heightened social pleasure
it provided, and was firmly established in the war measures
invented against enemies of the group. Thus war and mutual aid
worked hand in hand to develop definite social relationships, gen-
erate new ideals and customs and increase the complexity of the
social structure.

War Not Necessary for Social Development. — The develop-
ment of national selfishness shown in the intense desire of each
nation to extend its territory and the dominion of its trade has led
to sharp contentions in modern life resulting in war. Formerly
wars were caused by struggles over property and women, land

22 See Ward, Pure Sociology, pp. 202-215.

38 ' Ward, Pure Sociology, pp. 193, 215.

% The best exposition of war’s connection with this important step is by Giddings,
Descriptive and Historical Soctology, pp. 473-480.

% For a detailed presentation of the part which mutual helpfulness has played
in the beginnings of society see Kropotkin, Mutual Aid, A Factor in Evolution.
Cf. Ward, Pure Sociology, pp- 201, 202, 215, 216. For a corrective disoussion of XKro-
potkin, see Parmelee, The Science of Human Behavior, pp. 404—4086.
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and treasure as well as territory. Frequently conflict of religious
views led to war as well as the conflicts caused by the differences
of race, but in modern times war is based upon national differences
or national domination, and because we are in a commercial age
trade advantages have become primary in causing modern war.
Granted that the fact remains that war has had a tremendous influ-
ence in the development of races, nations, and social organizations,
it is no longer necessary for modern development in any line.
Courage, skill, energy, patriotism may be developed as well in
other ways than war, — ways conducive to the peace and progress
of a nation or race. Peace among nations is the ideal of great
societies to-day. War 1s to be tolerated only as a necessity, in
case of defense, or as a means of righting wrongs inflicted on other
people. Modern warfare is so machine-like and so destructive
to all forms of society that it has a tendency to lower the ideals of
those engaged in it and thus retards civilization. Whatever the
results of the modern war may be, we are sure that it leaves “ three
armies, — of cripples, criminals, and paupers.” The fact that in
many instances war arises because nations are unable to understand
each other does not change our ideals of peace. Surely “ the vic-
tories of peace are greater than the victories of war.”” Although
war permits a new alignment of social forces and establishes a new
social status, it seldom settles strife. War even for a good cause is
social shock from which society does not recover until long after
grass has grown over the graves of fallen heroes. The psy-
chological effect of war lasts long years after its close. Modern
humanity loves peace, and when men are trained to kill each
other there develops a psychology of hatred which is more last-
ing in the population that remains at home than in those who
do the actual fighting.
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QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

1. Why should the student of Sociology study social origins?

2. What are the fundamental institutions, the origins of which go back to
a very early time in the history of man?

3. Trace back to its beginning, in outline, one modern social institution.

4. What is the importance of language in the development of human
society ? ’

5. How does the human horde differ from the animal herd ?

6. Name the agencies which originate common ethical sentiments in your

home community.
7. What bearing on the peace movement has the view of war presented in

the text?
8. What is the difference between individual heredity and social heredity ?



CHAPTER V
CULTURE AND SOCIAL EVOLUTION

Zpe Significance of Culture. — Recent studies of cultural
anthropologists ! have thrown much light on the character of social
origins and social evolution. They have carefully studied and
described the entire culture of an increasing number of primitive
people. They have tried to picture the culture of these peoples
without reference to the result of their findings on any generally
accepted theories, although their studies have resulted in correct-
ing many notions previously held. By emphasizing the cultural
factor in social development they have contributed to a more
accurate knowledge and a better understanding of human society,
much to the advantage of the sociologist. While admitting the
value of the work of the physical anthropologists they have
turned from the biological development of man to the prod-
ucts of his efforts to adapt himself to nature and to bend
nature to his purposes. -This method of approach has con-
tributed to new knowledge of the qualities and conditions of
early society, bridged the gap between the organic and the
social and thrown upon the sociologists the responsibility of
recasting certain sociological conceptions to accord with these
new discoveries.

Departing from the traditional concept and popular use of the
term “ culture ”’ as fixed by the ethical philosophers to mean edu-
cation and refinement of mental and moral habits, they have used
“ culture ” to express the achievements of man as shown in mores,
customs, ceremonies, tools, machines, houses, in fact all of the prod-
ucts of human invention. They try to re-discover the social life
of primitive man by a study of what he actually does. Hence a

! Notable among these are Franz Boas, A. Goldenweiser, A. L. Kroeber, H. H.
Wilder, Clark Wissler, E. Westermarck, B. Spencer, and F. J. Gillen.
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culture may be a visible product as a stone axe, a bow, a bread
board, or an invisible product such as a law, a ceremony, a belief
or an idea of God or of nature. The various elements of culture
may be widely different in purpose and use but they are all inven-
tions, achievements of men in their struggle to control and under-
stand the world about them. Thus we have a new and enlarged
use of the concept of culture and of its part in determining social
development.

Cultural Evolution and Social Evolution. — Cultural evolution
in its widest sense is a development of civilization; in a narrower
sense 1t may mean progress in a given art or invention. As an
example of the latter, suppose uncultured man desires to cut some-
thing. He picks up a sharp stone for the purpose, using what
nature has given him. To make the stone cut better he chips its
edge. He carries this with him and perfects its use. The achieve-
ment is not only in creating a useful tool ; its greater accomplish-
ment is in originating the idea of cutting. The idea is followed out
in the stone knife of a particular pattern. This may be lost but
the idea of making cutting instruments remains. Other forms of
cutting instruments are formed as needed, such as the arrow head,
the spear head, and later the sword, the knife, the saw, the axe,
and a hundred others. From this simple beginning all modern
machines that cut are developed. Many people of different groups
and races through many ages have taken part in the creation of
tools and machines that cut. There is an evolution of the idea of
cutting in its adaptation to needs, with variation and rational
selection. So through continuous progressive change the modern
cutting machines are developed. The cutting instrument is an
invention, a cultural achievement.

All the products of the development of civilization are brought
about in a similar way. It is the continued use of an idea that
makes civilization cumulative. The products once formed through
imitation and codperation become social products. They are
diffused among the members of the group, extended to other
groups, and developed with a variety of forms and adaptations.
An invention once used, becomes diffused and leads to others

through social imitation and adaptation.
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Society undergoes continuous changes — changes often irregu-
lar, not, as Spencer conceived them to be, regular and always from
the simple and homogeneous to the complex and heterogeneous.
These changes are called by the term ‘ social evolution.” The
study of culture among primitive peoples by the culture anthro-
pologists is sometimes denominated * cultural evolution.” Both
sociologists and cultural anthropologists are talking about the
same things, but with somewhat different backgrounds. Here
both are on common ground. The study of backward peoples
by ethnologists reveals a simple state of society as compared with
the complex state of society of which we are a part. Backward
peoples have a state of culture that by comparison with the stone
cultures of earlier civilization, alike in many respects, warrants
us in assuming that the social status of the two civilizations
in different countries and at different times were similar, and that
men living under similar conditions have responded to like needs,
sometimes in similar and sometimes in different ways. From its
beginning to the present social groups have been changing their
social forms and functions. These changes have been brought
about by the needs created in the food quest, the safety of the
individual and of the group, by the problems presented by grow-
ing aggregates of people living an associated life. Consider the
use of fire as a discovery, and its reproduction as an invention. It
soon becomes a culture complex which involves all kinds of changes
in social arrangements. Used to produce warmth or to cook food,
fire increases closeness of association among the members of the
group and develops a division of labor in procuring food and fuel,
and in cooking. It also is a factor in the development of family
life. Take another invention like the bow and arrow. It becomes
a means of procuring food by a group of hunters. This demands a

oup of artificers for making the bows and then with increase of
population and group-crowding, a group of warriors for the defense
of the tribe. Out of that situation naturally develops group con-
flict or codperation. Relationships within the larger group must
be regulated. Hence develop customary or legal regulation and
division of functions and functionaries.

Let us take a familiar invention, the automobile, a complex



CULTURE AND SOCIAL EVOLUTION 81

machine brought about by cultural evolution, and accompanied
by social changes of the greatest importance. Just when and
how the wheel was invented is not known. Probably, judging
from subsequent civilization, it was discovered that bodies could
be moved by pushing them over a round revolving log. Then
some one conceived the idea of cutting off a section of the log,
putting in an axle and making a one-wheeled barrow. The next
step was the two-wheeled cart with connected axle and finally the
four-wheeled vehicle. All this affected transportation and trans-
portation groups.

Probably the first knowledge of explosive gas was discovered by
the Chinese in the invention of gunpowder. This led to other
social groups and war methods. Later other gases were devel-
oped and finally gasoline. Then an engine was invented that put
the explosive power of the gasoline under control, attached to a
four-wheeled cart, and with the invention of the method of ignition
the automobile was produced. But the final result on social order
is to build great factories, employing thousands of men in the
manufacture of automobiles, other thousands to distribute them,
and still other thousands to provide the fuel. It caused the divi-
sion of labor into groups, which codperated with one another and
cevolutionized the industrial social order.

All of these things both material and social which have come
about by reason of the invention of the automobile we call a social
complex, because they go together. The changes in social life —
in morals, the family, the schools, housing, and city-planning —
which have resulted from the use of the automobile, we call social
evolution.

It will be noticed in these examples that cultures, originally
dependent upon individual invention and discovery, soon became
the product of the group and that society in developing wants and
ideals turns to invent methods of satlsfymg them and supplying
needs of protection. Through man’s invention he attempts to
satisfy human needs by mastering some of nature’s forces. Thus
he adapts himself to his environment and the environment to him-
self which makes a ceaseless change in social order and social move-
ment and demands constant accommodation to new conditions.
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This continuous change in social activities increases the demand
to satisfy new conditions and new desires.

The Culture Pattern. — It has become customary among cer-
tain investigators and writers to consider an institution, custom,
invention, tool, or ceremony established by a group of people as a
pattern to be borrowed, copied, or imitated by other groups. The
application of the term “ pattern” to cultures is a method of
explaining a process of civilization by a general concept. Owing
to the universal traits of the human mind, it has been assumed
that there is a tendency of segregated groups of people of the
same degree of advancement with similar environments to develop
with certain variations independently the same general types of
culture. In reality, however, different groups develop a variety
of cultures which have been spread through contact among the
races of the world, by the process of borrowing, copying, or imitat-
ing the original invention. It may be a stone implement, a type
of dwelling, a method of clothing, a ceremonial institution, or a
process of social organization that may be copied in whole or in
part, or it may be an idea used to develop a new form of cul-
ture. The invention, of whatsoever nature, that has become sta-
bilized and recognized by the group is called by anthropologists
a ‘‘ pattern.”

Hence a pattern may be a type of mental action or a habit; it
may be a material object formed from a mental invention or it may
be the tradition which passes on through the generations. The
origin of the culture pattern is not always known. It is usually a
composite growing out of social relations. The designs of to-day’s
clothing, houses, decorations, or machines may each have a definite
pattern, but it is formed from many influences. Its originality
consists in the perfection of an old type, the adaptation of the prin-
ciple involved to new conditions. The origins in primitive culture
cannot be accurately determined. They are based on assumptions
which may have a high degree of probability, but of which often
we are uncertain. Even the modern achievements in inventions,
in philosophy and science appear at the end of a long trail of gradu-
ally increasing knowledge. For instance, the idea of making bodies
heavier than air fly like birds is very old. But all trials failed until
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chemistry, physics, and mechanics had advanced along many
lines. Langley very nearly made a successful flying machine and
failed because he had not a completed mechanism. The Wrights
took up the enterprise where Langley left off and made a success.
Many changes have been made since in the many types of air-
planes, yet all are based on the principles of physics, mechanics,
and chemistry hitherto determined by scientists. While each new
pattern is determined by individual initiative the final result is
social achievement contributed to by many minds through mau.,
centuries.

The Unknown Man. — Who made the first chip in a piece of
stone that led through the centuries to the creation of the stone
axe effective in use and beautiful in line? Or who chipped the
first stone knife to render its cutting more perfect and led on to the
types of stone knives, spears, and arrow heads and subsequently,
through bronze and iron, to all the modern cutting tools and
machines? He is still unknown. So, too, is he who made the first
wheel, or domesticated the first dog, or who first conceived the idea
of spirit, or of the origin of the earth, or the first fixed symbol
for the communication of thought. This unknown man through
the greater period of human existence had no press agent or record
keeper. Even to-day it is difficult to trace the multitude of influ-
ences of unknown persons who have contributed through indirect
impulse and suggestion to the great achievements of modern times.
The * doughboy ” in the trenches dying unknown helped to make
the gold-braided general; the unknown teacher in the humble
school to make the statesman crowned with political glory. The
great tomnbs, pyramids, and obelisks of Egypt, the art of the
Romanesque and Gothic cathedrals, with their unsigned frescoes,
the legends and tales that bear no author’s name but which
furnished the material of great authors, are the products of the
unknown man. The possibility of modern civilization rests with
him.

Material Patterns. — The tool is an invention to increase the
power of the physical body in its contact with nature. ‘The arm
and the hand have power to strike, but by placing a stone hammer
at the end of a shaft the striking power is increased many times.
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The knife in the hand may be efficient in cutting but placed at the
end of a shaft it becomes a spear formidable in war and in procuring
food. The stone hoe in the hand may dig the soil, but the plow,
even though formed from the branch of a tree and pulled through
the ground by man power or animal power, increases the efficiency
of the human body. The food quest necessitated invention of
many material forms of culture for the preservation of life. So too
for the same purpose the house becomes a protection of the life of
individuals and the perpetuation of the species. Incidentally it
becomes a basis of social organization. Material patterns are
varied even for the same purpose but they are handed down to
future generations; are changed, borrowed, and diffused and may
become obsolete.

Mental Patterns. — While material patterns must have had
mental concepts, there are those that are especially confined to the
realm of ideas. The attitude of the mind toward the unknown
world brought forth certain notions of nature, of the universe, of
its origin, and of the spirits that govern it. In the mystery of “no
man’s land ”’ the imagination reached out to make mental pat-
terns of the types and purposes that control man. Mental pic-
tures of spirits and their purpose regarding man were sought for
man’s protection. Religious patterns were prominent in primitive
culture and controlled the destiny of the people. In North
America there are more than three hundred Indian tribes that have
different patterns of religious belief, but underlying them all is one
general religious pattern of Shamanism. In its practice a variety
of beliefs and customs appear. Also, there is a general stock pat-
tern of language, a basic pattern of agglutinative speech, though
there are hundreds of differentiated dialects belonging to different
tribes. The mental type of thought established by the Greeks,
that of the Medieval philosophers, and of the modern scientist
vary, though they all sought to explore the relation of man to the
universe.

Social Patterns. — The social pattern frequently becomes a sym-
bol of tribal or family group life. United with the religious function
it becomes totemic in nature. The decoration of works of indus-
‘trial art become sacred to the tribal group. Nearly all decorations
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of primitive pottery, implements of war, and ornaments have a
religious significance. Hence they become permanent symbols
of social unity.

The family, though having a biological foundation, soon adds
to its origin a permanent social character. The household art
develops a pattern which varies in different family groups, thus
leading to pride and solidarity of the home. While universally
the family has a fundamental principle in its organization, the
religious cult limited the extension of the family pattern. Never-
theless the contacts of groups in trade and war caused the
spreading of social patterns. Through suggestion, borrowing,
and changing, there was developed a more or less uniform
method of social development and a general similitude of social
practice.

Geographical Centers of Culture. — Cultures spread from the
center of their origin through social contact of tribes and races.
These centers of origin are not easily determined, indeed many of
them are conjectural or unknown. Some, however, have been
established by following the movement of the people and the con-
current spread of culture. In localized areas, arts, industries,
mores, customs, and language become identified with the territory
of a more or less distinct boundary. According to Clark Wissler 2
the center of the Eskimo culture is in a small area west of Hud-
son’s Bay from which it extended east and west. An unknown
region of Asia is supposed to be the center of the domestication of
the horse, the dog, and the hen. From there they spread to East-
ern Asia, Europe, and America. Peru seems to be the center of
the cultivation of the potato; the turkey was domesticated in
Mexico and maize was first cultivated in North America. Wheat,
barley, and alfalfa (Lucerne) came from Asia. Alfalfa came
through southern Asia to Spain, thence to Mexico and California,
and thence moved eastward to other states. The centers of archi-
tectural development are definitely marked, as the adobe build-
ings of the Euphrates Valley, Egypt, and New Mexico. Greece
developed a special type of architecture, and the true Roman Arch
was a distinct invention. These have spread over all western

| * Man and Culture, p. 129.



86 OUTLINES OF SOCIOLOGY

civilized areas. Each center has had its limited area of distribu-
tion, which generally becomes extended. Yet no one culture has
been spread among all peoples.

The Diffusion of Culture. — Diffusion implies a spread or exten-
sion of cultures through contact, by communication, or indeed
through the amalgamation or assimilation of groups. Simply
expressed, diffusion means borrowing or imitating. While there
must have been original centers of pattern making there has been
a wide spread of the original creations in primitive times, and much
more rapid diffusion in the modern era of universal communication.
In recent times there is nothing new under the sun that may not
be universally known in a relatively short interval of time. The
processes of distribution are varied. They may be the trans-
mission of a mental pattern to be expressed in new forms, through
suggestion or imitation, or by copying or appropriating a material
pattern.

The means or occasion of the culture diffusion are trade or barter,
social contact, and migration. Language is a necessary and power-
ful instrument used in diffusion. Usually contacts between groups
and races are established by individual or social spontaneity and
diffusion is voluntary. However, there are methods of organized
diffusion which sometimes involve force. Among these are war
and conquest, organized trade, missionary effort, colonization, and
immigration. By these methods one culture may be substituted
for another, or a new culture may be added, or an old culture trans-
formed by adding new elements. The spreading of weaving, pot-
tery making, and of animal and plant industries among primitive
people are indications of the extent of diffusion.

The extension of the use of the horse over the world is an inter-
esting example of the spreading of a single culture. The horse
was known to the Paleolithic people of Europe, when he was used
for food. Probably his domestication occurred in the center of
Asia. He was first used for food, milk, and clothing, and later
as a pack animal, then for riding. Later the horse appears in
Egypt and in Greece and afterwards in the countries of western
Europe. He came into prominence as a war horse under the
Romans. Finally, to be ridden or hitched to the war chariot, he
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was used in harness to draw wagons in transportation, to move
families in migration and as a draft animal in agriculture. The
horse has never lost his position in war even though his other
occupations have become more extensive. He was brought to
America by the Spaniards. From the lost or abandoned horses
of the Spanish invaders bands of wild horses spread over western
America. The plains Indians caught, conquered, and rode them
on the hunt, in migration, and in warfare. Before the Indians
came in contact with the colonists of the eastern coasts they had
an extended use of the horse.?

The art of smoking tobacco originated in tropical America where
it was indigenous. It spread north and south over a large area
of both continents. Different devices in the form of pipes were
invented as the use of tobacco was extended. First a long tube,
then a tube surmounted by a bowl in the middle of the stem, and
then the bowl at the end of the stem followed. Indians prac-
ticed the cultivation of tobacco sometimes to the neglect of the
cultivation of maize and squashes.* The Spaniards took tobacco
to Europe where it soon became of extended use over the continent.
Subsequently the Spaniards and Portuguese spread it to the various
points on the shores of Asia, Africa, and the East Indies. Thence
it spread inland and soon had a world wide use. The use of
tobacco has become a world habit with tremendous industries
connected with its cultivation, manufacture, and distribution by
commercial agencies.

Another well-established diffusion from a single source is the
story of the Magic Flight. ‘It recounts how the hero, when
pursued, throws behind him successively, a whetstone, a comb,
and a vessel of oil or other liquid. The stone turns into a moun-
tain or precipice ; the comb into a forest or thicket ; the liquid into
a lake or river. Each of these obstacles impedes the pursuer and
contributes to the hero’s final escape. This incident has been
found in stories told by the inhabitants of every continent except
South America.” ® The myth is repeated with variation in dif-

1 Kroeber, Anthropology, pp. 211-214.
« Wallis, W. D., Introduction to Anthropology, p. 2185.

$ Kroeber, Anthropoloay, p. 198,
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ferent areas, but there is sufficient uniformity in the tale to show
that it had one origin.

Parallelism. — It is often difficult to determine whether a cul-
ture of any group is independent and indigenous or is borrowed
from others. There are many instances of well-established dif-
fusion, but the proof of independent origin is hard to establish.
It must be traced back to a period wanting in positive evidence.
It is only when there is no probability of the contact of races or
groups on account of geographical separation that we may reason-
ably assume that it is of independent origin. However, the lack
of historical evidence does not preclude the probability of inde-
pendent origin because the psychic unity of mankind and the
universality of the power of invention are much in its favor. The
manufacture and use of bronze is an excellent example of independ-
ent or parallel invention. It was widely used in Europe in a
period beginning with 4000 B.c. It has been found in the Bolivian
mountains of South America. There is no possibility of geographi-
cal connection between the eastern and western hemispheres, nor
any possibility of the contact of peoples at this early time by migra-
tion. Moreover, bronze being a composition of tin and copper,
it could not be made in the absence of tin which had comparatively
few locations, and the bronze art was not widely distributed.

Illustrating the difficulty of determining whether a culture is
independent and parallel the story of the double-headed eagle
shows the extended and irregular flight of an idea and how easy it
is to reach wrong conclusions.

The Huichol, a mountain tribe of Mexico, use the design of the
double-headed eagle in their textiles. They seem to believe it
was a tribal symbol known to their ancestors. Kroeber ¢ has
traced its origin to Egypt. The sun was one of the Egyptian gods,
and the hawk and the vulture were sacred birds. A combination
design was made of the disc of the sun and the head and wings of
a bird. “ From Egypt the design was carried to the Assyrians of
Mesopotamia and to the Hittites of Asia Minor. A second head
was added, perhaps to complete the symmetry of the figure.”
““The design was carved on the cliffs of Asia Minor.” In the

¢ Kroeber, Anthropology pp. 202-203.
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twelfth and thirteenth centuries A.p. the design appeared on the
coins of the Turkish princes. It was brought to Europe by the
late crusaders where it was used in heraldry. It finally came to
express the idea of imperialism and was so used ““ as a symbol in
the late empires of Austria-Hungary and Russia.”

At the time of the Spanish conquest of Mexico, Charles V. was
King of Spain and imperial sovereign of the Holy Roman Empire.
The Spanish invaders brought the imperial design to Mexico and
it was appropriated by the Huichol and used in their weaving.
Just how the Indians came to use it as an ornamental design in
their industry i1s not known. Without tracing its history the
casual observer would easily assume that it was of independent
Mexican origin.

The well-known example of parallel or independent origins is
found in the musical instruments known as Pan’s Pipes, found in
Brazil and the Melanesian islands. Two distinct and widely
separate peoples, who could not have had any contact owing to
geographical separation and who were different in all other traits
of culture, invent and use similar instruments based on identical
pitch scales according to the physical laws of sound.

Enough has been said and sufficient examples given to show that
cultures may have independent or parallel origins, and also that
borrowing of cultures, though widespread, is not universal, and
that the universal pattern advocated by some anthropologists does
not exist anywhere except in the human mind. Nevertheless
neighborhood and tribal borrowing is easy tc determine and exists
among all groups that come in contact.

Language as a Culture.” — Language, the most universal and
most spontaneous of all human cultures, has developed according
to the needs of social life. It determines to a large extent the
personality of the individual and the character of society. It is
thus a factor in the evolution of man and the evolution of society.
It is an essential force in the framing of thought and its expression
to others. It depends primarily upon the physical mechanism of
the body, upon the lungs, trachea, epiglottis, chambers of the
mouth, and the tongue. Its development is closely connected with

1 See Kroeber, Anthropology, Chap. V.
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the growth of the brain and consequently with the unfolding of
mental processes.

There are many evidences in the nature and use of language to
suggest that the earliest types of man had little or no language.
The inarticulate animal cry and the first cry of the newly born
child have a close analogy. Yet, however primitive, it is a self-
expression of sensation or emotion to be communicated to others.
But language as such starts from a point where the human mind
discriminates between the sign and the thing signified, and is com-
pleted when the sign, whether it is a sound or a gesture, is general-
ized so as to be understood by those to whom communication is
sought. Lower animals may have no real language, lacking in
physical structure and mental power to formulate it. They make
known their wants without a generalized sign dependent upon
reflection and memory. This admits of no change or progress as
In man.

Language as a culture is passed on from generation to generation
through social heredity. And each generation accommodates
itself to its environment through language. Thus it becomes
essential in all forms of human association and the primary step in
social education. One of the greatest difficulties in modern educa-
tion is the failure of the students and their instructors to have a
common language. The books the students read speak a different
language than that of their individual expression. Racial atti-
tudes and differences arise from lack of a common language, per-
haps more than from any other factor. It is common knowledge
that most difficulties between individuals, nations, and races come
from misunderstandings, often from lack of a common language.
On the other hand, a common language will help to harmonize
race differences, solidify the social group, and contribute to social
development. One need only to visit an open forum where people
fail to agree to observe that their differences are more of language
than of thought and opinion.

Domination of Culture. — When once a culture created through
long periods in human progress becomes thoroughly established
and traditional, it becomes dominant and enslaves those who
inherit it, controlling their thought and their lives. A product of
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human endeavor seeking the betterment of mankind may become
traditional and take on the function of a tyrant. Seeking his own
advancement in his adaptation to natural forces man creates a
social pattern which may enslave him. From its binding influence,
reform and revolution seek to free the mind to act and to change
modes and customs of life. It involves a slow struggle for free-
dom over a long cycle of change. While it is dominant, tradition
is a most persistent coordinator of human action. Yet, in the face
of changed conditions tradition often stands in the path of social
development and creates impossible conditions for the aggressive
and inventive individual. We strive to build machines to save
labor, to create wealth, and then discover that we have a machine-
made world from which we would escape. We have not yet made
our social adjustments to the new inventions.

The development of the modern cinema is a familiar example of
how a new culture can change social organization. It interfered
with the old method of play-acting on the stage by stock com-
panies. The silent movie took the place of the spoken drama.
The “talking movie’’ has crowded out the silent picture show, and
now the perfection of the former may spell the doom of the opera.

Modern Culture and Social Organization. — Modern modes of
creating wealth have changed our economic and social system.
Great corporations of industry extend their influence around the
world, changing the forms of social order. More things to do, more
things to do with, and more methods of doing; the theory of big-
ness and the theory of greatness become interchangeable in the
mental attitude. The individual becomes a small cog in the great
social machine. The organized religious bodies multiplying
through the centuries by differentiation, since the concentration
of business have begun to turn toward unity of organization, seek-
ing codrdination and codperation to reduce overhead charges and
to increase efficiency. The political groups of the world are trying -
to get together in a league to control the relationships of nations.
The educational systems are growing toward unity of purpose and
of practice. Modern cultures in transportation, publication,
radio, and education have unified human life and put a new aspect
on social organization. This is an improvement in many ways,
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yet it may be overdone, for variety is essential to real human prog-
ress, and the forces that have been built up may turn to dominate
the builders. Civilization may become so large that it will break
with its own weight. The situation seems to some to indicate that
society must so adjust its social arrangements to the new culture
that the latter will serve social purposes. To others it seems that
if we let the matter alone in time the social institutions will become
adjusted to the new cultural conditions, or the new conditions will
be modified to meet the demands of human welfare. Probably we
shall try all sorts of experiments to solve the problems which social
change has raised. Who can predict the outcome ?
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CHAPTER VI
THE LAND AND ITS PEOPLE

Physical Nature and Social Development. — In a previous
chapter reference was made to the influence of physical nature
on the origin of society. It is still more influential on social
development. Everywhere we find man’s possibilities limited by
the conditions of his physical environment. It would almost seem
as if man sprang out of the soil, so great is his dependence upon it.
Always the lines of his development are determined in part by the
nature of his contact with the soil, and his social progress is meas-
ured by his effective mastery of the forces of nature. For early
man at least the character of social life is conditioned primarily
by the manner in which the group attaches itself to the land. The
compactly organized Oriental tribe that wanders in the desert is
very different from the Teutonic village community, and the man-
orial group very different from the community settled in the United
States on small independent farms. The prevalence of great
estates means a peasant population and possibly a race of serfs.

Just what influence physical environment has upon intellectual
and social development is a matter of controversy. Some, for
example, Montesquieu and von Treitschke, have thought that
climate and the topography of the country affect a people directly.
The former thought frankness was produced by cold climates,
the latter that the difference in artistic temperament between
Switzerland and other Alpine regions and the more level regions of
Swabia, Franconia, and Thuringia was due to the paralyzing effect
of majestic mountains upon the minds of men. Buckle, Spencer,
Ellen Semple, Giddings, and others have seen that the problem is
not so simple.!

! For a good brief review of the steps in the development of the conception of the
influence of physical environment on a people see Giddings, *A Theory of Social

. “
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The Conflict with Nature. — Everywhere and at all times man
appears to be in conflict with nature. He struggles against the
wild animals of the forest, exterminating or subduing them; he
seeks to avoid the winter’s cold or summer’s heat ; he wrests from
the forest, the stream, and the soil his means of subsistence. He
turns the forces of nature from his destruction to his salvation.
Water power and wind, steam and electricity finally become his
servants. On the other hand, he is attacked by parasites and
germs of disease. The deadly microbe demands his perpetual
warfare for its extermination. Two theories prevail among phi-
losophers, one that nature is niggardly and harsh; the other that
she is bounteous and generous. There is truth in both. By his
intelligence man arranges his life in conformity with the regulari-
ties of nature and by his effort he forces nature to yield her treas-
ures. Nature is bounteous in the supply of all man’s needs if only
by intelligent effort he compels her to open her treasure house.
Certainly the medial statement is true, that all of man’s wants are
supplied from nature through intelligent and well-directed effort.

Character of the Land and the Development of Society. — By
‘““land ”’ is meant land, air, and water — the physical environment.
Climate, soil, and humidity determine whether there shall be any
society at all. Nine-tenths of the globe’s surface is not suitable
for man’s occupation. Parts of it are water, other parts are too
high in altitude, some lack water, others have an impossible climate,
and still others lack the plant food which we call fertility of soil.

One has but to reflect in order to appreciate how importaant are
the influences of the physiography upon man and his social develop-
ment. Oceans and mountain ranges have great influence upon
climate. One ocean current makes Labrador, with the same lati-
tude as England, uninhabitable, while another has made it pos-
sible for England to be an important seat of Western civilization.
The contour of a coast together with an ocean current may make
a harbor of one place while destroying the entrance to another.
Mountain barriers, on the one hand, and rivers, the natural high-

Causation,” Publications of the American Economic Association, Third Series, Vol.
V, No. 2, pp. 151, 152. See Siegfrid, ‘‘The French Mind,” Atlantic Monthly,
Dec., 1929, p. 749, for relation between attachment to the land and democracy.
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ways, on the other, determine the direction in which an inflow-
ing tide of immigrants shall go. Witness the directions taken by
the barbarian invasions of Europe. Moreover, it is probable that
those invasions were started partly by physical causes, the drying
up of the central plateaus of Asia.? Coast lines much indented by
the sea, thus offering harbors and abundant opportunities for man
to reach the interior easily, have much to do with social develop-
ment. Minor features of topography, such as lakes, waterfalls,
mountain passes, cafions, and fertile plains, have determined where
settlements of men should occur. Valleys, like rivers, are natural
highways of communication. One has only to look at a map of
our own country to see how important has been the influence
exerted upon American society by the physical factors.?

Moreover, the primary and secondary sources of subsistence,
as Giddings, following Buckle, calls them, have much to do in
determining where human settlement shall occur and, to a degree,
the character of the society man creates.! Qut of these physical
conditions grew man’s economic relations, his social attachments,
and many of his interests and animosities, forces so important to
human society.

Man Touches Nature at an Increasing Number of Points. —
In primitive society life was simple and the wants of man were
supplied from a few sources of nature. But as civilization ad-
vanced man continually came in contact with nature at an increas-
ing number of points. Thus, in primitive life when man obtained
his subsistence from roots and berries, his shelter from rocks and
caves, and his clothing from rushes and leaves, his command of the
resources of nature was very slight. During all this period he was
at the mercy of the elements. Subseéquently when he had learned
to hunt and to domesticate animals, and when the women had
learned to keep a fire, other great steps forward were taken, but

2 Kropotkin, Mutual Avd, A Factor tn Evolution, New York, 1904, pp. 118-119,
Pumpelly, Explorations in Turkestan, Vol. 1, pp. 13, 16. Huntington, E., The Pulse
of Asia, pp. 106-132.

3 Gregory, Keller, and Bishop, Physical and Commercial Geography, Chaps. I-IX.
Spencer, Principles of Sociology, Secs. 6-21.

4 Giddings, Descriptive and Historical Sociology, p. 68. Buckle, History of Civils-
éaltlion ;& England, Chap. II, quoted in Carver, Sociology. and Social Progress,

ap. X.
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when he obtained a permanent relation to the soil and developed
agriculture, he added to the momentum of his progress a thousand-
fold. In the history of the race man has advanced the practical
arts of civilization exactly in proportion as he multiplied the num-
ber of points of contact with nature, and utilized the possibilities -
of this contact for his advantage. The use of the streams and the
seas for transportation, of the winds for propelling ships, of water
power for turning machinery, of steam power in its numerous and
extensive offices, of electricity in all of its varied services, of the
commercial value of minerals, and of new articles of food made him
independent. These things give evidence of the fact that man’s
progress is due to the utilization of all the forces and materials of
nature. The story of civilization has been one of more and more
complete understanding of nature, of man’s adaptation to nature,
and therefore the more perfect subjection of her powers for man’s
benefit.

Attachment to the Soil. — Beginning with a very loose attach-
ment to the soil, man has come to an ownership of the soil in fee
simple. At first the primitive individual owned no land. It was
merely the hunting ground of the group; each individual mem-
ber of the group took from it what he wanted. There was only
group ownership and for the wandering, pastoral Bedouin tribes
that was so loose that it was often disputed.® The group was here
to-day and there to-morrow. Ownership focused now about a
well-watered old glacial delta in a rapidly drying-up plateau, as
in the case of the long-buried cities so recently brought to light in
Eastern Turkestan,® now about a spring in a desert, as in the
Arabia of the Nomads, and again about a clearing in the forest or
a tun or hill easily defended.- The pastoral or tillable land about
this center was the group’s possession so long as they could hold it
by force. That was the beginhing of a closer attachment to the
soil. Feudal agrarian relations grew up partly on the basis of
pastoral feudalism and partly on the newly developed emphasis
upon cultivation of the soil. 7

¢ For the proper qualification of this general statement see below, Chap. XIV.

¢ Pumpelly, Ezplorations in Turkestan, Vol. 1.

7 Giddings, Readings in Descriptive and Historical Sociology, pp. 467473, and
Elements of Sociology, pp. 267-269,
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Through his permanent attachment to the soil man was enabled
to develop a distinct and separate class of social services. It aided
the tendency already strong towards the segregation of families
into separate permanent homes and thus developed family life,
which furnished the strongest element in social order. The close
proximity of more people than could possibly be supported by
pastoral industry taught respect for mutual rights and established
duties, for higher socialization takes place only when people are
brought into close personal relationship. Under such circum-
stances custom changes into law; powers of government become
differentiated and established; the division of labor in industry
prevails; and society is divided into interdependent groups, each
having a common relationship with the general social body. But
so important is this attachment to the soil in determining the char-
acter of civilization that its history would reveal the fundamental
characteristics of social life. Thus the tribal method of occupa-
tion, the village community, the feudal system, the manorial sys-
tem, and the ownership of land in fee simple, are so many different
economic phases of social relationships.

Nature of Land Determines Population. — In man’s choice of
land the three chief considerations are position, fertility, and min-
eral products. The first has reference to situation and also to sheer
standing room. The relation of the population to the soil and
its distribution give rise to many distinct social phenomena. It
would seem at first thought that there would be ample room for
the millions that inhabit the globe, but their distribution and the
means of support afforded by natural features and resources cause
the population to arrange itself in various centers, pressing more
and more together on certain small territories until at length such
cities as New York and Chicago are formed. This crowding of
the population into congested groups has a vast influence in the
development of social relationships. Villages in fertile valleys,
the great cities of manufacture and trade, and the mining towns
that spring up in a single night are made by people attracted by
the lure of commonly appreciated advantages there to be found.
The result of this is increased land values rising in some instances
to enormous figures. Thus the land on lower Broadway in New
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York sells for hundreds of dollars per square 100t simply because
there is demand for it by many people for commercial and social
purposes. On the other hand, in the Far West hundreds of acres
may be bought for the price of a single foot on Broadway.

Because man may obtain from the soil the means whereby he
may satisfy his wants, he seeks to possess it. Grain, vegetables,
and live stock for food, trees and forests for houses and furniture,
and various mechanical uses are all yielded from the riches of the
soil. Likewise man obtains from beneath the soil gold and silver,
iron and coal, and all the minerals for mechanical services. Thus
a general human demand for the products of certain soils causes
the aggregation of population and brings all types of society into
accord with the uses made of the soil and its products. Every
increase in population which causes an increase in demand for the
products of the land augments the value of land and often leads to
changes in the uses to which it is put.

Increase of Population Dependent upon Way in Which Nature
[s Used. — In primitive society tribes were obliged to go where
the food supply existed, and consequently when a tribe exhausted
the food supply there was division, colonization, or migration.
T'he increase in the food supply by the use of a new variety of food
‘requently changed conditions so that it was not necessary to
migrate. The same effect was produced by the discovery of proc-
ssses by which some natural product hitherto not fit for food could
oe used for food. Such a discovery was the use of fire by primitive
man in the preparation of food. By that means not only was food
made more palatable and more easily digested, as in the case of
meats, thus releasing energy for social purposes, but it increased the
‘ood value of many products, such as the starchy foods, and ren-
lered edible others which up until then had been almost, if not
ntirely, worthless as food.! Moreover, with the adoption of
wgriculture food supplies were increased. Domestication of
animals leading gradually to breeding for a definite purpose was
another step which increased the food supply and made certain
semi-desert parts of the earth’s surface available for human habita-

8 Spencer, Principles of Sociology, Sec. 26. Starr, Some First Steps in Human
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tion. The development of transportation and the practice of
exchanging the products of one part of the world for those of
another part have further increased the ability of the world to
support a larger population. New inventions, furthermore, in
agriculture, stock breeding, and in manufacture, new methods of
organization both on farm and in factory, have further increased
the available food supply. These, and many similar facts, also
explain the concentration of ever larger aggregations of people in
one small area, as in New York and London, because each draws
its sustenance from a large territory. If the population of New
York City was limited for its food supply to the territory within
one hundred miles, most of its people would starve within a few
months.

Influence of Physical Environment on Man’s Impulses. — It
must be apparent that man is moved in social matters by two sets
of factors, (1) physical conditions either limiting or stimulating his
organism, and, (2) emotional impulses arising from within his own
organism, stimulated and given direction by the environing physi-
cal and social influences. Two great physical instincts man pos-
sesses in common with all animals, the hunger and the sex instincts.
The physical environment plays an important part in giving direc-
tion to his activities. He has been forced here and there by physi-
cal influences and through their operation he has found himself
associated with his fellows who were influenced in a similar manner.
For example, the storm causes people to seek the same shelter, the
stream draws them to the same spot, and they meet on the best
hunting ground. In seeking to satisfy hunger and to avoid the
discomforts of inclement weather, primitive men were forced
together, sometimes into companies. The sex instinct and the
desire for companionship operated powerfully upon primitive
men to cause them to congregate together. Where they should
gather depended largely upon physical conditions. Without for-
getting that sometimes a land poor in food supplies forced men to
separate into small groups, watercourses, teeming lakes and rivers,
game-filled forests, and plains strewn with herds of animals good
for food were attractions which often caused primitive men to con-
verge. Mountain barriers, deserts, and broad seas determined
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bounds beyond which even hunted men could not go. Ever act-
ing with the impulse of hunger were the social instincts, — the
attraction of the novel in sex and the mysterious but alluring
adventure of establishing companionship with the unknown
stranger more or less like himself. Aggregations were thus easily
formed, impelled by such instincts, but effectively conditioned as
to mode of formation, size, and distribution by the influence of
climate and soil, mountain, stream, and ocean.

The Environment and Character of the Social Group. — The
character of the group is dependent to a considerable degree upon
the nature of the country within which it has been formed. The
ultimate determinant of the composition of a group of people is
the physical characteristics of the place where people congregate
and form in social groups of a permanent character. In their
bearing upon the nature of the social groups naturally nurtured
by them the various physical environments may be divided into
four different kinds, as pointed out by Giddings, viz., a poorly
endowed region isolated by natural barriers, one poorly endowed
but easy of access and egress, a richly endowed but isolated region,
and one richly endowed and readily accessible.” In the first the
population will be formed by the natural birth rate rather than by
immigration and therefore will be relatively homogeneous in blood.
Whether it increases will depend on the relation of the birth rate
to the death rate. In the second kind of country the vigorous,
alert spirits will emigrate, but there will be few immigrants. The
population, again, will be homogeneous in blood. In both cases
there will be little or no group conflict, the result of intermixture.
The tendency in the population in the first case will be inbreeding,
but with a slower deterioration than in the latter; in the latter
rather rapid degeneration both in stock and in culture will occur.
Examples of the first may be seen in Greenland, Central Thibet,
and Central Australia, and of the latter in many of the New Eng-
land rural districts whence the former inhabitants emigrated to
better lands. In the third kind of environment, such as is exem-

’ Gxddmgs, “A Theoa'y of Social Causation,”” Publications of the American Eco-
nomic Association, Third Series, Vol. V, No. 2, pp. 151, 162; Readings in Deacnp-
tive and Historical Sociology, pp. 68, 118-121.
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plified in the Hawaiian Islands and Central Africa, one finds again
a genetic group of one blood, but large in numbers. It is a variety
of this kind of environment which has furnished the migrations of
history. Let such an environment change its character by reason
of either a gradual desiccation or of a sudden failure of crops, and
the sturdier and more restless elements of the population will surge
forth in search of better habitats. The fourth kind of environ-
ment, typified by such regions as the Nile Valley, the Shenandoah
Valley of Virginia, and the fertile fields of our own Gulf States, or
better still the great Mississippi Valley, attracts people from every-
where. This makes for a highly mixed population, made up of the
strongest and most venturesome spirits from all parts of the world.
After the social group is fully formed so that it has a permanent
identity and its numbers have increased sufficiently to crowd its
habitat, it begins its career of struggle for the soil with other groups.
If the group represents a vigorous racial stock and is successful in
locating under favorable circumstances, it has many opportunities
for survival. The larger and stronger group is, by its vigor and
foresight, sure to locate in the best territory. However, if through
accident a strong racial stock is forced to remain for a period of
time under less favorable circumstances, the opportunities for suc-
cess are much decreased. On the other hand, if a race lacking in
vigor of body or in intellect should locate in the most fertile dis-
trict and with the most favorable environment, the opportunities
for survival would be even less than that of the vigorous race which
settled under unfavorable circumstances, because the well-directed
effort of man is the prime factor in his survival. Hence, where
a race of low vitality locates on a barren soil or is thrust back on
poor hunting grounds its chance for survival is very small. The
history of races shows how thousands of these groups are thrust
aside by stronger races and perish, leaving no record of civilization.
The results of land occupation, therefore, will depend largely on
the size and activity of the social group which settles upon it.
If the group be strong and vigorous, it moves more rapidly in sub-
duing nature and bringing to its support her various bounties.
Interrelations of Land and Culture. — From what has been said
thus far one might conclude that the most extreme interpretation
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of the slogan of Dr. Ely, “ Under all the land,” would not be saying
too much. However, a strictly scientific description of what takes
place as one looks back over history and observes the interplay be-
tween the land and man’s culture must take into account the influ-
ence of man’s inventiveness in using more and more of the resources
of the earth, in devising new ways of using them, and in contriving
new social inventions, such as institutions, culture patterns, stand-
ards, and codes. Suppose that the people who settled the Mis-
sissippi Valley had possessed a belief that to use the meat or milk
of animals was sinful. How many of the broad acres now raising
corn would ever be planted? They might raise some from which
to make corn bread, possibly a few more to raise the corn necessary
to supply corn flakes for breakfast. But where would the great
animal husbandry industry of that section be now? Or suppose
that, as has actually happened, the food habits of a people change,
so that in place of a diet of meat and wheaten bread, people demand
more green vegetables, fruits, and sweets. What happens to the
meat and wheat industries with their allied interests? Every
farmer can tell you what happens.

The point I am making is that while the nature of the land deter-
mines many things in society, the fancy and will of man finally
congealed into vogues, standards, customs, folkways, traditions,
and culture patterns react upon the use made of the land and
natural resources. These two factors condition each other in the
development of society. Together we can see them interacting in
the social process, now the one predominating, then the other.
Sociology has the task of describing how they intertwine in social
evolution, and so far as possible determining their relative impor-
tance. Up to the present, while we have been able to see that
they each play a part, just what part each plays in the develop-
ment we cannot yet say.

It is possible that among the more uncivilized people the land
was a greater conditioning factor than it is among the civilized.
That, however, cannot now be dogmatically asserted. To take
one case, the American continent was occupied by what we call
uncivilized peoples at the time of its discovery by the whites.
Some of them, like the Incas, the Aztecs, the Mayas, the Pueblos.
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the Cliff Dwellers, and the Mound Builders, have left some records
of the beginnings of culture.® Art and industry, religion and
government had been developed to a considerable extent. They
occupied intermittently nearly all the land areas of America. They
used them mostly for hunting purposes, so that their land tenure
was of a very primitive sort, usually consisting of nothing more
than temporary occupancy, although certain tribes had permanent
settlements with an agricultural economy and even a town life.
Tribal ownership prevailed with the exception that in some tribes
a family or an individual had certain property rights to the soil.!
However, the beginnings of a settled agriculture were made among
some of them, and the evolution of political organization was
developing when the coming of the whites stopped the process of
evolution. For example, the Iroquois and probably some of the
other American Indians, had developed a gentile confederacy of
tribes.’> They were undergoing a transformation such as many
civilized societies have experienced. Had they been permitted
to continue their development without interruption by the whites,
it is possible that they would have developed, after a time, a civili-
zation of a high type. The achievements of some of the Central
and South American tribes in architecture certainly point in that
direction.

During a long period certain tribes continued to migrate or kept
changing their locations. However, there was not so much real
migration as is generally supposed, because the tribes had two
methods of occupation. One was the territory where their vil-
lages, pasture lands, and permanent hunting grounds were located,
and the other was the territory claimed by them for temporary
hunting purposes. At different seasons of the year they were
found going from their villages to these hunting grounds and back.
It was out of contention over these less permanent abodes that
most of the Indian wars originated. In the migrations of tribes,
often when the stronger invaded the territory of the weaker,
the former settled down in tribal ownership of the soil, which it

10 National Geographic Magazine, Vol. XXI, pp. 596-621, 1003-—1020 Yol.
XXIV, pp. 315338, 403-573.

11 8ee Chap. XIII.

12 Morgan, Ancient Society, New York, 1878, Chap. V.
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held for the good of all. This is true even among semi-civilized
groups like the early Greeks, the Romans, and the Teutons, in their
migrations.

Habitable Land Areas. — The lands of the world are considered
either habitable or uninhabitable, but these are really relative
terms, for the habitability of land areas depends upon the stage of
civilization and the standard of life prevailing in the various coun-
tries of the world. There are unoccupied territories that could
be made to support a meager population. Many low tribes lead
a miserable existence on certain barren soils or on inferior hunting
grounds. Some of the arid land west of the Mississippi River,
generally considered uninhabitable, has been subdued and utilized
through the science and indomitable efforts of a civilized race.
The rather poor land of New England supports a high civilization
largely on account of the character and energy of the people who
brought with them the arts and industries of a civilized life. Many
of the mountain ranges and their approaches will not permit a
thickly settled population and, indeed, in some instances, prac-
tically forbid the permanent habitation of man. On the other
hand, the fertile valleys of the Mississippi and of other great rivers
permit a gradually increasing population of great density. Man-
kind is constantly searching out such fertile spots and developing
all their resources to support a large population.

The Settlement of Tribes. — The Indian tribes of North America
had spread over nearly the whole territory habitable by people in
their stage of culture. The great Algonquin tribe occupied nearly
the whole of British America and extended into the boundaries of
the United States, covering the New England States and the north-
ern Mississippi Valley; the Iroquois tribes occupied New York
and a part of North Carolina, Tennessee, South Carolina, and
Georgia. On the eastern slope of the Rocky Mountains were the
great Siouan tribes, and the southwestern part of the United
States was occupied by the Shoshonean tribes. The Atha-
pascans occupied the northwestern part of North America and
a part of the territory in the extreme southwest of the United
States. |

Other tribes were located on different territories of the United
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States, a large number of them clustering along the Pacific coast.
They all showed the effects of migrations and wars in the struggle
for territory. While they occupied large areas their centers of
population were along the streams and in the fertile valleys, follow-
ing, like civilized man, the sources of food supply and the natural
lines of travel. Very few of this vast body of natives could be con-
sidered sedentary. Most of these were located in Arizona and
New Mexico. Possibly also a few of the Iroquois tribe and some
of the ancient Mound Builders in the southern part of the United
States occupied permanent habitations. When the Europeans
came to America their migrations followed the same natural routes
as those followed by the natives. Their most densely populated
groups were located in the districts most thickly populated by the
Indians. The streams were followed, the valleys occupied, and
subsequently the great plains. The character of the land deter-
mined settlement.

In view, however, of the extensive migrations by individuals
which have occurred in the last one hundred years among civilized
nations one is tempted to say that the movements of the American
Indian tribes or even the historic migrations of the Aryans in com-
parison were but pygmy affairs, and that these primitive peoples
were relatively settled in their life as compared with modern
peoples. Nevertheless, there is a great difference between the
two migrations. The migrations of the Indians and of the peoples
in Europe in historic times were group affairs, while modern migra-
tion is predominantly an individual matter. When comparing
individuals, one can say that there is more movement to-day than
at any previous time. When, however, we think of groups, we .
must say that the tribes of American Indians, of Arabian Bedouins,
and of Aryan peoples were less settled on the land than are our
modern peoples with their highly organized governments which
give permanence to a population even when the individual constitu-
ents of that population are constantly and swiftly changing. The
wit of man in the face of the loosening of the former immemorial
bond of kinship has caught at the device of substituting for it settle-
ment within a given geographic area combined with a sharpening
of the consciousness of political unity. An absolute prerequisite
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of political stability is attachment of the social group to a definite
territory.

Growth of Population in Relation to Land Areas. — The extent
and character of the land, as we have seen, has always been a con-
trolling influence in the development of population, not only on
account of the limitations of the food supply, but also on account
of the union of various tribes and groups into a more compact and
integrated body. Here, as elsewhere, the impelling forces of nature
have a vast influence in advancing social union. If, for example,
the land is broken by mountains and valleys so that people in the
different valleys are kept apart from each other, social integration
is retarded. In fact, differentiation sets in. The language varies
in the different valleys in course of time, customs become different,
modes of thought and codes of conduct grow up, varying within
degrees in each of the isolated groups from those prevailing in the
others. Good examples of such social variation are to be seen
among the inhabitants of the various valleys of the German and
Swiss Alps and of the Kentucky mountains.

But especially has population been limited by land areas when
there was no room for expansion, for then it must be limited in its
resources for supporting life. When the food supply, with the
method of utilization in vogue, would support no larger population,
either new methods of increasing the food supply were found, or
the standard of living was lowered, or else the population expanded
beyond its earlier boundaries. Colonization has usually grown out
of the pressure of population upon food supply furnished by the
area occupied in comparison with the real or reputed possible
supply to be found elsewhere. The Greeks colonized when there
was an overcrowding of the population, the barbarians of the
North invaded the Roman territory when their own territory would
not well support them with their existing mode of life. The great
modern movement of elements in the populations of various coun-
tries of Europe offers a modern instance. On the other hand, the
intensive agriculture of the Nile Valley in ancient times and of the
valleys of Indian and Chinese rivers to-day has made it possible
for a small area to support an enormous population. Often, how-
ever, as in the case of the Chinese and the inhabitants of India,



THE LAND AND ITS PEOPLE 107

a lowering of the standard of living and intensive farming have
been the double alternative to emigration.®

Various Forms of Land Tenure.* — When the tribe settles down
upon the soil and controls it at first there is little individual owner-
ship of the land and a limitation is placed upon man’s individual
effort. There is a tendency for and likewise a tendency toward
democracy so far as property is concerned. It also develops a
closely integrated social group that wields absolute authority.
Forms and customs prevail and are perpetuated because of the
dominance of tradition as a method of social control. In the old
village life we find a variation in that permanent ownership of the
home or house lot exists for the family and the small family group.
In both forms, however, community control over the cultivation
of the soil is involved. Each cultivator is assigned periodically a
plot of ground which is often reassigned. Under this system there
is no incentive to the cultivator to do more than ‘‘ skin ”’ the land,
for no one knows whether in next year’s allotment he will have the
same piece to cultivate as he had last year.!®> Before great prog-
ress in agriculture can be made some form of land tenure by which
the land can be held and cultivated by the same individual year after
year must arise. Two forms of such tenure did arise, tenancy for
years and ownership in fee simple. The old Roman laws developed
from land holding gave character to the entire Roman policy. The
basis of feudal society rested upon the system of feudal land tenure.
The great farms and estates of England and Scotland were condu-
cive to the development of aristocratic government, while the small,
individual holdings of America, if persisted in, insures democracy.

Land tenure has usually been of a limited communal nature
among primitive tribes, but the individual system early developed
out of it. Wherever individual possession has been recognized,
there has always existed a great diversity in the size of the holdings.
Large and small holdings have existed side by side, although in
most instances the tendency has been to increase the large holdings
and to develop a landed aristocracy.

¥ Ross, The Changing Chinese, Chap. IV.

14 8ee Chap. XIV for details.

1 Gibbins, Industry in England, New York, 1906, p. 41. Warner, Landmarks of
English Industrial History, London, 4th Ed., p. 44.
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Thus even this inadequate presentation of the connection be-
tween the land and the people indicates that in the formation of
social groups, in the size of the population, in the standard of liv-
ing, in the arts which arise, and in the fundamental forms of cul-
" ture the land is more or less determinative. Also the nature of the
land has secondary consequences in the social structure. The
forms of social organization, the standards and codes, at least so
far as they pertain to getting a living, many of the patterns of con-
duct are conditioned by the physical environment. Even religious
ideas and practices revolve about the methods of securing liveli-
hood, like the ceremonies connected with fishing and hunting, the
hearth ceremonies, the decoration of the house, the taboos against
eating certain things, the snake-dance among the Hopi Indians,
which is believed to affect the rain, the totem poles with their cere-
monies among the fishing tribes of the northwest of America, the
milk custom among the Todas of India. Anthropological litera-
ture is full of instances which show how closely many of the social
patterns are connected with economic processes. On the other
hand, beliefs and traditions arising in other ways affect the eco-
nomic arrangements. The diffusion of traditions from another
group often modify patterns of conduct based on those which have
risen in connection with economic activities. For example, the
dissemination of modern scientific ideas about the growing of crops
modify, or even eat away, old methods which we now call agri-
cultural superstitions, like planting potatoes in a certain sign of the
moon. The interplay of the influence of the land, and beliefs gen-
erated in the experience of the people may be seen on every hand.
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QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

1. Trace the origin and growth of the various settlements in your county
showing what physical and geographic features had to do with the establish-
ment of the various villages and cities of the county.

2. Why was Virginia settled before Ohio?

3. What were the geographical features which determined the location
of the railroad in your city or village?

4. Show how a ‘“backwoods community’’ of which you may know has
been made different by physical conditions so far as the character of the people
is concerned.

5. Account for the backwardness of the Kentucky mountaineers on the
basis of the influence of physical conditions.

6. Point out specific ways in which the White Man who dispossessed the
Red Man was more closely attached to the soil.

7. What physical reason is there which helps to make land in New York
City worth thousands of dollars per front foot, while land on a fertile prairie
of the Central West is worth only a hundred dollars per acre?

8. Show what physical conditions predetermined America to be a country
of a very composite population — a very ‘“melting pot’’ of the nations.

9. Show that the physical factors alone are inadequate to explain social
phenomena, by indicating the reasons why the White Man is able to sustain
a very much larger population in the United States than was the Indian.

10. Why does individual tenure of land make for the betterment of a coun-
try rather than the communal tenure of Europe in the Middle Ages?

11. Take a city block and a rural square mile and compare them as to the
proportion of the occupants who live in rented places in each and the propor-
tion who own the places they occupy.

12. Compare the results as to exhaustion of the soil and careful farming
in the modern rental tenure of farms with the same points in the communal
tenure of land on a manor in medieval Europe.

13. How does the use of the land determine the character of society ?

i4. Show how the food quest has determined the use of the land?



CHAPTER VII

POPULATION AND RACE

How Population Pressure Arises. — The problem of popula-
tion pressure is closely related to the principle of supply and de-
mand. Since there is only a limited supply of food resources
in the world the number of people that can be taken care of is
necessarily limited to the amount of food that can be made avail-
able. The amount of food material that can be supplied for con-
sumption, moreover, is limited by the stage of technique for food-
getting that a group of people has reached at a given time and
place. Thus, it is said, that for the Indian’s manner of life twenty-
five square miles of territory was necessary to supply the needs
of one individual. To-day with our modern technique of food-
getting that same territory can be made to suffice for not one, but
twenty-five people. Another example illustrating the same point
may be found in India. Many people believe that India is not
overpopulated because of the tremendous potential possibilities
for more efficient cultivation of the land, and because of the oppor-
tunities for industrialization of which the Hindus have not yet
availed themselves. But as Thompson points out, under existing
conditions there can be no greater production per head even though
India be pregnant with the possibilaty of greater total production.!
We see, then, that the number of people that any society can sup-
port is definitely limited by the amount of food that its given food-
getting technique can make available. When the balance between
the number of people and the supply of food is disturbed, popula-
tion pressure results. To be more specific, overpopulation or
population pressure is present when “ difficulty is experienced in
normal time by the industrious and frugal in obtaining the neces-
saries of life.” 2 '

1 Thompson, W. 8., Danger Spots in World Population, New York, 1929, p. 146.
$ Ross, E. A,, Standing Room Only? New York, 1927, p. 120,
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For a given stage of technique and within a given geographical
area, there is an opttmum number, 1.e., a supply of human beings
which will function with the maximum efficiency and to the greatest
advantage of all. That is, there are some peoples who concern
themselves not only with how many people can be supported at a
subsistence level, the point where body and soul is barely kept
together, but are also interested in how many people can be com-
fortably fed, so that they will be fit to function most efficiently
for the best welfare of the group. The groups who concern them-
selves with this principle are, of course, those who have both the
knowledge and desire to limit voluntarily their population num-
bers. Among these people, then, there would be population pres-
sure when their numbers increased to such a point where the given
food supply was insufficient to allow people to function with ““ the
maximum efficiency and the greatest advantage to all.”

Theory of Malthus. — The earliest manifestations of serious
thought directed toward population problems do not belong to
the present century, as one might be led to believe in view of our
phenomenal advances along other lines during this period. They
belong rather to the latter part of the eighteenth century which
was fraught with more than one perplexing problem. It was the
time that marked the birth of our modern industrial era.

William Godwin, a political economist of the eighteenth cen-
tury, saw in the industrial progress of that day unlimited opportu-
nities for human advancement. He saw the dawn of a new and
better day for the workingman. In his writings he prophesied
universal well-being and human perfectibility, and on this basis
he urged programs for population increase. His optimism for
the future truly knew no bounds. It happened that there lived
at that time another person who was not quite as optimistic as
was Godwin. This man was T. Robert Malthus. Malthus was
extremely skeptical about the whole matter. He countered by
saying that no matter how great the food supply may become,
human reproductive power would so adjust itself that fcod would
always be scarce in relation to population. He claimed that popu-
lations tend to increase faster than material sustenance can be
increased and made available for them. His three main proposi-
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tions as set forth in his Essay on the Principle of Population pub-
lished in 1798 are :

1. “ Population is necessarily limited by means of subsistence.”

2. ‘ Population invariably increases where means of subsistence
increase, unless prevented by some very powerful and obvious
checks.”

3. “These checks, and the checks which repress the superior
power of population, and keep its effects on a level with the means
of subsistence, are all resolvable into moral restraint, vice, and
misery.” 3

When a broad interpretation is put on these three propositions
no fault can be found with Malthus. But almost every serious
student of population problems has criticized Malthus for making
the statement that the food supply increases by arithmetical pro-
gression while population increases by geometrical progression.
The two can be illustrated as follows: the series 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7,
8, 9, is an arithmetic ratio or a process of addition, and the series
1, 2, 4, 8, 16, 32, 64, 128, 256, is a geometric ratio, and in this case
a process of doubling. One writer has fittingly called this state-
ment the “ Unfortunate Corollary >’ for on this statement is hung
most of the criticism directed at “ the Malthusian doctrine.”

To a certain extent Malthus cannot be blamed too harshly for
making what we now term rash statements. Malthus could not
have foreseen the opening of vast agricultural territories of fertile
land and the tremendous possible exploitation of natural resources
that have been carried out in the last half century. No one in
his time could visualize a country like Great Britain receiving
food from Australia in exchange for textiles. This was made
possible by the development of better and cheaper transportation
facilities and by the introduction and perfection of the art of food
preservation. Malthus offered no means of keeping down num-
bers except postponement of marriage. The acceptance and
widespread use of birth-control devices by most western nations
has contributed its share toward keeping them relatively free from
famine in our time. All these, together with the breeding of more

3 Gillin, Dittmer, and Colbert, Social Problems, New York and London, 1928,
pp. 80-90.
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productive varieties of food grains and food animals, have made
many changes in the picture that Malthus saw. In a word they
have made possible the existence of a larger population and at
an even higher standard of living.

Problems Brought about by Population Increase. — Perhaps
one of the most perplexing and far-reaching problems that chal-
lenge present day intelligence and ingenuity is that of war and
all the evils attendant upon it. The causes of war between
nations have been many and diverse. At various times economic,
political, and religious motives have been assigned as dominant
factors in this war or that. Seldom has population pressure been
given as an important factor in the precipitation of mass-conflicts.
Yet an unbiased examination of the facts will readily show the
role that pressure on food resources and “standing room” played
in bringing about the last war. For about forty years before the
outbreak of the World War the Germans had been experiencing
a growth of their industry and commerce somewhat similar to
that of Great Britain before the Napoleonic wars. The effects
of this industrial expansion on German population growth were
tremendous. ‘‘ The population of Germany at the close of the
Franco-Prussian war was slightly over 41,000,000; in 1910 it
was almost 65,000,000 and at the outbreak of the World War was
about 67,000,000. Thus there was an increase of sixty-three per
cent in the population of Germany in the forty-three years be-
tween the two wars.”” Thompson states further that “ the fact
that Germany had no colonies of its own suitable for settlement
by its rapidly multiplying people was one of the causes of the war;
for as time went on, the Germans felt the pressure of increasing
numbers and increased efficiency and saw that the resources avail-
able to them were inadequate for their continued expansion.” 4
The close relation of population pressure to war cannot be
disputed. If space permitted a consideration of the possi-
bilities of future wars resulting from lack of “standing room ”
would be valuable.®

¢ Thompson, 0p. cit., pp. 241-242.
8 For a full and excellent discussion of this problem which is facing the nations
of China, Japan, India, Italy, etc., see Thompson, op. cit.
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Other penalties of population pressure that cannot very easily
be separated from one another are: (1) congestion in cities; (2) a
low value set on human life; (3) extreme poverty; (4) prevalence
of crime; (5) class struggles; (6) a reduction in the standard of
living.

International Movement of Population. — It is not very difficult
to find evidence of the movement of population from one geo-
graphical area to another. History records innumerable cases
of migrations of entire peoples in search of food or in flight from
an enemy. There is evidence of the movement of certain tribes
of American Indians from one part of the country to another.
The present distribution of European population was largely
determined by the major mass movements of population. The
invasion of Europe by the Mongolian hordes, the trampling of
Southern Europe by the Goths, the scattering of Greek, Roman,
Teuton, and Celt to different parts of Europe are examples of
hungry peoples breaking ground in quest of more fruitful “ hunt-
ing grounds.” Each one of these people has contributed certain
characteristics to the population composition of present-day
Europe, much the same as the different peoples of Europe have
determined the composition of our own population.

Up until a few years ago, as will later be pointed out in greater
detail, large numbers of immigrants chose to settle in this country
either by reason of religious persecution, hunger, or the spirit of
adventure. A logical question may here arise as to whether move-
ment of present-day population differs essentially from earlier
migrations of people. An examination of available facts shows
that migrations in earlier times were essentially mass movements.
Whole groups of people wandered from their homelands in order
to improve the welfare of the entire group. Present-day immi-
gration does not have the aspect of a mass movement of people.
While the purpose of improving living opportunities remains, we
now are dealing with individuals and families. Movement is
more voluntary and for the betterment of the individual rather
than group welfare. Thus in early times, if a tribe found the food
resources of its homeland giving out, it had either to move on or
starve. In our day the crossing of national boundaries by indi-
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viduals does not come about as a result of total want of food. Emi-
gration from one national territory to another means rather pros-
pect of more religious freedom perhaps, or it may mean better
economic opportunities, or a more democratic government. It
isn’t a matter of move or starve, but a matter of having more or
less of some things.

As a rule the country that receives large numbers of immigrants
with open arms is young, undeveloped, vigorous, and prosperous.
In the main the emigrant nations are older and more densely popu-
lated. What is it that attracts large numbers of people from these
older nations? A comparatively high standard of living and the
prospect of greater equality of social and economic opportunity.

Immigration to the United States. — Without considering any
of the aspects of world immigration and its results, a brief reference
to the experience of our own country will bring to our attention the
chief problems that must be faced by a country entirely peopled
by immigrants.

In the early history of this country, the English constituted the
main contributors to the population. Later the French Huguenots
and the Dutch joined them and adopted their language and easily
became one with them. Strictly speaking the Colonial Period ends
with the recognition of the new Republic by England in 1782.
But between 1782 and 1820 it is estimated that 250,000 immi-
grants came in who were mostly from Great Britain and Northern
Europe. Since the colonists were from the same stocks, no diffi-
culty in assimilation was experienced. In fact, their assimilation
was quick and complete because of the similarity between their
cultural backgrounds. Since there was an abundance of land
and plenty of work to be done they were welcomed with open
arms by those who had preceded them.

After 1820 three general periods may be recognized: the old
immigration which extended until 1880; the new immigration
which lasted until the World War; and the period of restriction
which came at the end of the War.

During the period down to 1875 there was very little attempt
to regulate immigration. The first national immigration law
was passed in 1798. This law empowered the President to deport
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aliens whose influence he might consider detrimental to the coun-
try. In 1819 a law was passed to protect immigrants in passage,
and state laws were passed in New York and Massachusetts in
1829 and 1837 respectively for the regulation of immigration at the
receiving ports. New York’s law consisted of a head tax on immi-
grants arriving at its port. Subsequently, these state acts were
declared unconstitutional, the supreme court deciding that regu-
lation of immigration was a national rather than a state matter.
The first national laws of real importance regulating immigration
followed.

While the number of immigrants arriving in this country steadily
increased, it was the period between 1840 and 1855 that gave the
United States its first real waves of immigration. During this
period religious reform movements in England, revolutions in
Germany, severe famines in Ireland, and bad economic conditions
in Europe generally, gave thousands of people the impetus to seek
refuge within the protecting walls of our country. It was largely
as a result of these last waves of immigration that the “ Know
Nothing ”’ party sprang up in the ’50s to develop the first agitation
against foreigners. They inaugurated the first cry of ‘“ America
for Americans.” They got their name as a result of their secret
operations and from the fact that whenever one of their number
was asked about the organization his answer was usually “ I know
nothing.” Their type of agitation which was designed to frighten
the newly arrived immigrants and make life miserable for them got
no results in the form of laws designed to restrict immigration.
Their chief claim was that the Germans, Scotch, Irish, Scandi-
navians, etc., were flocking to this country solely for economic
gain; that they did not have the lofty ideals that were character-
istic of the early settlers of this country and therefore were not
desirable.

The first general immigration law was passed in 1882. This
law was selective and aimed to exclude the worst elements —
convicts, lunatics, idiots, and persons likely to become public
charges. In the same year Chinese laborers were denied entrance
into the United States.® This law did not have as its objective

¢ Baker-Crothers and Hudnut, Problems of Citizenship, New York, 1924, p. 65.
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to restrict the number of able-bodied and able-minded people.
It aimed merely to keep out undesirables and defectives.

A glance at the table on the following page will show that the
source of immigration to the United States between 1890 and 1910
had taken on a decided change. Whereas previous to 1880 about
94 per cent of our immigrants were from North European coun-
tries, by 1910 the percentage had dwindled to 21.4 per cent. The
countries that were making up the bulk of our immigrants now
were of Latin, Slav, and Semitic extraction. This constituted
what we call our ““ new immigration.”” The problems arising out
of this new situation will be treated later on in the chapter.

The rapidity with which these millions poured into America
was a cause for alarm, because they came so fast and were of such
a character that they could not be assimilated into our economic
and political system. After the World War with millions clamoring
for entrance and our own employment situation becoming quite
serious, steps were taken by Congress to curtail the great influx
of foreigners. In 1921 a law was passed to limit the number of
able-bodied and able-minded, this being the first general law of its

TaBLE SHOWING THE CHANGE IN THE SOURCE OF IMMIGRATION
TO THE UNITED STATES

Yegp o | Nowssn | Yewmsy | Sovmmarm | O
1820-1830 124,640 86.5 3.4 10.1
1831-1840 528,721 92.3 1.2 6.5
1841-1850 1,604,805 95.9 4 3.4
1851-1860 2,648,912 94.6 9 44
1861-1870 2,368,878 89.2 1.6 9.2
1881-1890 5,246,613 72. 18.3 9.7
1891-1900 3,687,564 44.8 52.8 2.5
1901-1910 8,795,326 21.4 71.9 6.3

* Countries of Northern Europe; Ireland, England, Scotland, Wales, Belgium, Denmark,
France, Germany, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland.

kind. It provided that the number of immigrants allowed to
enter from any country would be equal to three per cent of the
number of that nationality that were present in this country in
1910 as determined by the census figures. This law was admittedly
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an emergency measure to tide us over the period of unemploy-
ment and business depression that this country was then passing
through. The law was to last for two years. It was then ex-
tended to three years, and finally when it was seen that our serious
unemployment condition was not a temporary matter, the law
was made permanent in 1924, with certain revisions. In the 1924
law the per cent was changed to two and the number was fixed
by the number of nationals in this country determined by the cen-
sus of 1890. Since the bulk of immigration from southern and
eastern Europe to this country occurred after 1890, the design
of this new feature is quite obvious. This law was both selective
and restrictive and provided for careful inspection of immigrants
before they were allowed to embark for the United States. It
prohibited a large number of able-bodied and able-minded immi-
grants from entering the country. It was selective in the sense
that it allowed less of those to enter Who in the judgment of con-
gress were less desirable peoples.

While the law of 1924 worked quite satisfactorily as far as could
be judged, new agitations on the part of eugenists and others
resulted in the enactment of a new law in 1928 to take effect in
1929 called the National Origins Law. It changed the basis of
selection from the number of foreigners in the United States from
each country according to the census of 1890, to the number of
inhabitants residing in the United States, both native and foreign
born, who are derived from a country to determine the number
that may be admitted from that country. The law also limited
the total annual immigration to 150,000 aliens. Thus if ten per
cent of the population of the United States is of German birth or
of German descent, then ten per cent of 150,000 or 15,000 might
be admitted from Germany annually. If practically applied,
the law would increase the quota from Northern Ireland and Great
Britain and reduce the quota from Southern Ireland. It would
cut down the number from Scandinavia and increase the number
from Italy. The purpose of the law is to increase the stock of
the nations that have founded the institutions of our country.
The law has not yet been sufficiently tried to determine whether
it is any improvement over the law of 1924. Even though its
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purpose be worthy its working out in practice equitably is ques-
tioned. The reason is that correct knowledge of national origins
is extremely difficult to obtain.

We have seen the evolution of America’s changing immigration
policy. We shall now examine the specific problems created by
an attempt on the part of so many varieties of people, each with
his own cultural background, to live side by side.

Problems Created by Immigration to the United States. — The
main problems which had to be faced through all the years that
America acted as a haven of refuge to the hungry and the perse-
cuted, divide themselves as follows: (1) Those concerning num-
bers or too rapid increase; (2) those concerning the quality or
type of immigrant that landed; (3) those questions growing out
of the attempts to assimilate peoples with divergent cultural back-
grounds.

A large share of the people who made their way to this country
did so in the hope of improving their economic lot. They had
no capital to speak of with which to open up a business, or to go
into agriculture, so they swelled the ranks of the city workers.
They lived in the worst parts of the cities from the point of view
of light, air, and sanitation with the result that disease spread
rapidly among them. Since their European standard of living
was considerably lower than that of the American worker their
meager wage demands were easily satisfied. Each group of immi-
grants was readily lured by the American manufacturer to take
the places of those that preceded them, at a lower wage. This
had two effects: (1) It forced down the wages of those already
here, and thus resulted in a lowering of the standard of living;
(2) it was instrumental in the disruption of trade unions that
had begun to form. In 1905, for instance, when immigration to
America was at its height, the union in the steel industry was
broken down largely because of the increasing supply of immi-
grants that was always available.

Unrestricted immigration is in a sense selective. The upper
classes usually do not emigrate from a country unless they are
driven to it by religious or political persecution. On the other
hand, members of the extremely poorer classes usually do not
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‘““ hit the trail,” either, because they lack funds for transportation,
or else because of their own inertia. The greater proportion of
people we receive here as immigrants, therefore, are drawn from
the lower middle classes. Immigrants as a whole, then, are not
representative of their stocks.

Much has been written about the “ old immigration ” and the
““new immigration.” Some writers have attempted to prove
that the ““ old immigration ”’ came of a much better stock mentally
than the “ new immigration,” and therefore were more desirable.
In this respect the following will prove quite interesting. ‘ Im-
migration restrictionists claim the new immigration is less desirable
than the old . . . yet the same arguments brought against the
new immigrant were used by restrictionists in the Nineteenth Cen-
tury against the very classes now considered ‘ desirable ’ — Ger-
mans, Scotch Irish, Irish, Scandinavians, etc.” 7 Other writers
take the view that our more recent immigrants come from countries
whose culture, z.e., whose mores, folkways, traditions, etc. differs
markedly from our own and as a result these people are harder
to assimilate. That is, their social values, their ways of doing
and thinking, their tendency to maintain loyalty to the father-
land, the desire of each group to keep its customs alive, all these
things are incompatible with Americanization processes. They
tend to group themselves into groups of their own, distinct and
apart from all others. Thus we have within a city communities
of Italians, Jews, Germans, Scandinavians, Poles, etc. Many of
these groups maintain their own schools in which their children
are taught in their native languages. Their social functions as
well as their worship is carried on in their native tongue. The
tenacity with which they resist attempts at making inroads on
their cherished customs and traditions create live problems. These
people present difficulties in Americanization. Their children,
however, are the real sufferers. The parents in most cases move
along smoothly because they do not attempt to break the old way
of doing and thinking. To the boy or girl who attempts to recon-
cile the two clashing cultures comes much misery. In many cases
such conflict between cultures may result in antisocial action.

7 Baker-Crothers and Hudnut, Problems of Citizenship, New York, 1924, p. 60.
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W. L. Thomas and Florian Znaniecki in their great work The Polish
Peasant have recorded a large number of cases in which the major
cases of delinquency on the part of growing boys and girls were
mental conflicts, which were the result of an inability to remain
faithful to the old and new world at the same time. These are
some of the problems of the “ new immigration.”

Measures Operating to Control Population Increase. — Per-
haps the most potent factors which operated to limit population
numbers in the past were wilful infanticide and abortion, and a
high death rate produced by war, famine, and disease. While
these checks still prevail in parts of the Orient like China and
India, they are negligible as far as influencing the population
barometer of the countries of Western Europe. Science, the great
benefactor of mankind, has muzzled famine. It has throttled
pestilence, and conquered such diseases as typhoid fever, diph-
theria, scarlet fever, tuberculosis, malaria, smallpox, and leprosy.®
Never in the history of the world has man made such great strides
in the saving of human lives as has been made in the first quarter
of the present century. A rapid decline in the death rate has
resulted. Yet the net population of most Western European
countries has not increased in proportion to the decline in the
death rate. The only conclusion that can be drawn is that the
birth rate has been influenced. We now turn our attention to
some of the more important factors that have led to a fall in the
birth rate.

The widespread diffusion of ability to read, the subtle influences
of advertisements, the stimulation that goes with travel made
cheap by improved transportation facilities, the habit of the lower
classes aping the manner of life of the upper classes have all con-
spired to stimulate our wants. Fifteen years ago an automobile
was a luxury, to-dey that family is considered poor indeed that does
not possess one. Whether all these wants are artificially stimu-
lated as has been suggested or whether they are ‘‘ natural ” is of
little consequence in this discussion. The point that interests
us here is that the standard of living of most of our people has been
pushed up. Once established, people are loath to see it decline.

8 Ross, op. ctt., Chap. IV,
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To maintain it they will go to almost any lengths. Limiting the
number of their offspring seems to be one of them.

Not only has the birth rate suffered as a result of multiplica-
tion of our wants, but also because of the growing emancipation
of women. Women are no longer looked upon as mere instru-
ments for man’s sexual gratification. Since women have become
less dependent on men economically as a result of being allowed
to enter industry, business, and the professions, their demands
have increased. They are the ones who must endure all the pain
and hardships that the bearing and raising of children involves
in many cases. Therefore, they demand the right to have a voice
in the matter of the number of children the family should have.
If their demands are not met, divorces result in many cases. Re-
cent figures on the subject show that one in every six marriages
ends in divorce. This in itself is a powerful factor which limits
population increase.

The increasing educational, economic, and political opportunities
opening up to women tend to postpone the age of marriage. Some
women who desire to follow a career never marry at all, while
others marry only when long past the most prolific child-bearing
age. Ross says, “ Among the various peoples the average age of
brides at their first marriages ranges probably from 22 to 28 years,
which means that about a third — and that third the most fertile
— of the female’s reproductive period has passed unutilized.” ®
There is a large number of women who prefer to follow a career
even after marriage. This entails a further postponement of
child-bearing to the age when sterility is likely to occur.

The most important, perhaps, of all the factors operating to
control population increase is the widespread knowledge and use
of birth-control devices. Without a knowledge of the methods
of contraception the other factors are nullified as far as their effect
on the birth rate is concerned. At present the dissemination of
birth-control knowledge and methods is unlawful in many coun-
tries. Some countries are more stringent, others less in the ‘en-
forcement of the law. In any case birth-control information has
found a method of getting to enlightened people. In those coun-

» Ross, op. cit., p. 142.
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tries where dissemination of birth control methods is legal, birth
rates have fallen considerably. In New Zealand, for instance,
the birth rate has declined one third between the decades of 1876~
1885 and 1906-1915. In Holland the decline in the birth rate
went from 36 per 1000 in the early ’80s to 28 per 1000 in 1920.1°
To offset this tremendous declin€ in the birth rate, there has been
even a greater fall in the death rate of these countries.

Race Problems in the United States. — Properly to appre-
ciate the * Negro problem ”’ in all its ramifications, one must get
a complete understanding of the background or “slave culture ”
in which the negro lived up to the time of the Civil War. Most
anthropologists are agreed that there is no scientific foundation
to attempts made to interpret racial differences as implying that
one race is superior to another in intellectual capacity.  Racial
inferiority and superiority are by no means self-evident truths,”
says Kroeber, and that * the belief in race inequalities is founded
in emotion and action and then justified by reasoning.”’! Further,
the presence of from three to five million mulattoes in this coun-
try is ample evidence that no innate antipathies toward the negro
exists. If the inharmony that exists between the two races is not
based in fact on innate mental superiority, or on physical differ-
ences, then the answer to the race question must be looked for
in the cultural backgrounds of the two races.

The institution of slavery dates back to the colonial days of
our country. The negro was brought here from a country that
gave him no idea as to what civilization and democratic govern-
ment meant. He was large, muscular, and uneducated. These
qualities seem to have fitted him well for work on the large south-
ern plantations. The manner in which they were bought and
sold on the auction block very closely resembled a cattle sale.
They were regarded by the whites as work animals. If they per-
formed their work in a docile and creditable manner they were
treated as kindly as any human can be disposed to an animal.
If they were sullen or disobedient they were lashed unmercifully.
In this manner the white man began to determine the negro’s

10 Ross, op. cit., pp. 276-277.
11 Kroeber, A. L., Anthropology, New York, 1923, p, 59.
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place for him in this country. In exchange for his hard work,
the negro was given a one-room shack for a home, and enough
food for himself and his family. That the white man did not share
his moral code with the negro is evidenced by the number of mulat-
toes that never had a legal father. The white master, moreover,
looked upon education of his slaves as a waste of time. It was
looked upon as dangerous to educate some of the ignorance out
of the slaves.

In this manner did the two races grow up side by side in the
south, each living in a different world. The negro was the black
beast of burden and the white man was the southern gentleman.
The white man defined the negro’s position for him, and he created
an entirely separate culture for the negro wholly apart from his
own. The white man was assured of his dominant position and
the negro accepted the inferior position. Under these circum-
stances no problem of race relations existed as we understand the
problem to-day.

With some understanding of the cultural backgrounds of the
two races we now turn to the distinctive problems created by
the issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation. By this edict the
negro was legally placed on a par with the white. He was accorded
the liberty to compete with his former master for power, prestige,
and position.

The Southern Whites, on the other hand, were not only vexed
at the thought of having to accept these people whom they con-
sidered as inferior beings on a plane of equality, but were actually
terrified at the thought of negro domination. In many states
the negroes outnumbered the whites by as much as 10to 1. Many
political privileges were taken away from those Southerners who
had participated in the Civil War and were not restored until
some time later. Northern Republicans had sent political ap-
pointees, known as ‘‘ carpet-baggers,” into the South with a view
to making the newly acquired’ franchise a reality to the negro.
They established schools for the negroes and appointed them to
office. All this, together with the fact that Southern Whites
could look at and judge negroes only in terms of their “slave cul-
ture,” caused consternation in the hearts and minds of the whites.
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They visualized their social, economic, and political supremacy
about to be usurped by their former slaves, and very shortly took
steps to again put the negro in his * proper place.”

In the first place, the negro was disfranchised legally by the
several Southern states despite the passage of the Fourteenth
and Fifteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution.
These states passed amendments to their own constitutions pro-
viding for tax, property, or educational qualifications for voting
which the negro could not meet. To be able to read, write, and
interpret the State or Federal Constitution was provided as a
prerequisite for voting in some states. Other states required a
voter to have five or six hundred dollars worth of property in the
state. Still others demanded of a voter that he shall not be in
arrears on his poll tax. In each one of these instances the negro
was legally and effectively deprived of his vote. As shown by
W. E. B. DuBois this condition still remains with us. In the presi-
dential election of 1920 only 8 per cent of the potential voters
cast ballots in South Carolina, 9 per cent in Mississippi, 11 per
cent in Georgia, 14 per cent in Louisiana, 18 per cent in Texas,
19 per cent in Virginia, 21 per cent in Arkansas and Alabama,
and 28 per cent in Florida.!

In the second place, the South has worked out a very effective
means of reminding the negro of his place in relation to the whites
through segregation of the races. All transportation facilities
have separate accommodations for the two races. The negro is
very often obliged to put up with crowded and unsanitary condi-
tions when waiting for trains. Because only Jim Crow day coaches
are provided for negroes, even if a negro is able to pay for sleeping
accommodations he cannot have them.

Negroes and whites are not allowed to attend the same schools
but must attend separate schools, with separate equipment and
teachers. In many cases the quality of teaching and equipment
found in the negro schools is very much inferior to that provided
for the whites. The amount of money appropriated for negro
schools is so low in many cases that what instructional staff they

12 Quoted by Baker-Crothers and Hudnut, op. cit., p. 116, from The New Repub-
lic. Jan. 3, 1923.



126 OUTLINES OF SOCIOLOGY

are able to attract is totally inadequately paid. The best teachers
are not, of course, expected to flock to the negro schools under
these circumstances.

In the matter of living quarters, the negroes are forced to live
in the worst parts of the city and very often are so overcrowded
that vice, crime, and disease, together with a condition of poverty
are apt to flourish. Most hotels, theaters, and parks are closed
entirely to negroes in the large Southern cities.

The relation of the two races presents a somewhat different
but withal a serious problem also in the North. Before negroes
came North in relatively large numbers, most Northerners had a
vague sympathy for the negro. So long as the number of negroes
migrating to the North was small they were tolerated and only
mildly discriminated against. From 1910 to 1920, 3.8 per cent
of the negro population migrated northward. When this ten-year
period, which includes the World War period, a time when negroes
were encouraged to leave the South by Northern manufacturers,
1s compared with the long period from 1860 to 1910 when only 3.2
per cent of the negro population came North, some idea of the
shift in negro population can be gleaned.® The effect of this
increase of negro numbers in the North was evidenced by a dis-
tinct change in the attitude of the whites toward negroes, par-
ticularly in the large cities where most of the negroes settled.
When the whites saw negroes competing with them for the same jobs
and thought that their social supremacy was being threatened, their
attitude of mild antipathy changed to deep prejudice. ‘Antipathies
may arise between individuals, even within the group, but give an-
tipathies names, associate these names with emotions, and connect
them with the larger values of the group, and we get prejudice.” 14

In the North this feeling of prejudice is made evident in a num-
ber of ways. The negro is segregated into the worst parts of
cities where his health is menaced by disease, etc., much the same
as in the South. Because he is refused admittance to trade unions
and therefore must take the lowest paid jobs, he does not hesitate
in many cases to “ scab ”’ on his white brother when the opportu-

B Gillin, Dittmer, and Colbert, op. cit., p. 227.
14 Young, K., Source Book for Social Psychology, New York, 1927, p. 482,
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nity presents itself. Although social inequalities are less notice-
able in the North, they remain nevertheless. Most of the restau-
rants, theaters, and hotels that cater mostly to white trade are
closed to the negro. 'The writer recalls the case of a brilliant negro
singer who after entertaining three thousand appreciative listeners
was refused admittance to any of the large hotels.

In general the North puts no hindrance in the way of the negro
in voting or educational matters. Laws designed to keep the
negro away from the polls on voting day are, in general, conspicu-
ous by their absence. Northern schools are attended by negroes
and whites alike, there being no dual school system.

The whole question of the negro-white race problem in the
United States may be summed up as follows. In both the North
and the South the whites are prejudiced against the negroes be-
cause of fear of economic competition, which is strongly colored
by the emotions. In the North it is mostly a color prejudice
largely because they did not become acquainted with negroes until
recently. In the South prejudice rests largely on caste-feeling
because of the long-standing association of the negro with his
‘““slave culture ”’ by the white. By their unsympathetic attitude,
whites of both the North and South have driven negroes back into
their own race, to achievement within their own color line, and
have forced a development of race consciousness.

Programs of Race Relations. — We have seen that a race prob-
lem does exist in the United States. We have examined the
origins of the problem and the conflicts that have resulted. Now
the question is — what can be done about it? Let us look briefly
into some of the suggestions made for handling the problem.

(1) Political Action. — Ex-President Harding advocated the
granting of full civil rights to the negro. He suggested that full
political and economic freedom and equality, without, at the same
time, social equality, would go far in solving the race problem. He
gained a goodly number of followers and subscribers to this plan.

(2) Amalgamation. — There are those who believe that if we
leave the races as they are eventually the colored race will disap-
pear as a result of miscegenation with whites. This is a process de-
manding much time and patience, consequently there are some who
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feel that some other method ought to be advocated. There are
some, moreover, who feel that “ & policy of favoring race amalga-~
mation would arouse more antagonism and intensify the problem
of race relations instead of helping it.”

(3) Caste System. — Those people who believe that the negro
is innately inferior to the white man advocate this as a “ natural ”
solution to the problem. A system of this kind can exist only
when conditions are such that one group will always remain “ in-
ferior ” to another. Fortunately or unfortunately for the people
advocating this plan, the negro does not intend to remain in his
original state of ignorance. Many of them are attending the
secondary schools and universities. By attending trade and pro-
fessional schools many negroes are attaining distinction among their
own race and are being accorded respect and recognition by mem-
bers of the white race as well. The suggestion, consequently,
does not fit in with the trend of the times.

(4) Inter-Racial Cooperation. — A number of other suggestions,
such as segregation, migration, and colonization have been made
but the trouble with them is that either they involve too costly
a procedure to one race or the other, or they are 1mp0531ble of
achievement on some other ground.

The program of education and inter-racial codperation at the
present time seems to be the most sensible plan. It is not dis-
criminatory against either race and it is possible of achievement
at the same time. Providing adequate educational facilities for
negroes will by no means solve the problem entirely. It is no
panacea or cure-all, but it will eliminate at least one cause of
friction that exists between the races.

W. I. Thomas after telling how deeply race prejudice is ingrained
in the minds of people, says, ““ it (race prejudice) tends to become
more insignificant as increased communication brings interests
and standards in common, and as similar systems of education
and equal access to knowledge bring about a greater mental and
social parity between groups, and remove the grounds for invidious
distinction.” 18

18 Quoted by Young, op. cit., p. 498, from American Journal of Sociology, 1908-
1904; IX, pp. 609-611.
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The participation of the two groups in conferences or in such
organizations as the Chicago Commission on Race Relations is a
part of the educational program. As one writer points out, ‘“Bi-
racial organizations cannot prevent racial conflicts. So long as
two racial groups continue to occupy the same territory, the chances
of conflict are always present. . . . Bi-racial organization does,
however, serve to lessen the points of contact where friction is most
likely to be generated, and sets up a modus vivendt which tends to
become incorporated in the thinking and the mores of both groups
with appropriate sentiments and attitudes to insure a maximum
of participation with a minimum of hostility.”
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CHAPTER VIII
HUMAN URGES IN SOCIAL EVOLUTION

The Dynamic Human Urges. — We have now looked at two
factors which condition the development of society, — the physi-
cal environment, which we called by the generic term, land ; and
the aggregations of population of varying sizes and differing char-
acteristics, physical and social. For purposes of clear analysis
we have torn apart these things which in actual life belong together.
It must, however, be kept in mind that in actual life these things
occur together.

Let us turn next to the urges in man which conditioned by the
physical environment and by the presence of other men give rise
to what we call society, and determine the way in which it has
developed. These urges, some of them of the original nature of
man, some modified by his social experience, have been named
in various ways by scholars. Some have called them instincts.
McDougall is perhaps the most extreme representative of the
‘“ instinct "’ school of social psychology. Recently, however, other
sociologists have criticized adversely the large number of instincts
attributed by McDougall to human beings. We prefer to use the
larger but vaguer term ‘“ urges.” Ward referred to these impulses
of the human individual which impart drive to his being and lead
to social activities as feelings. His theory was that the feelings are
the motor forces which make man a social animal. The intelli-
gence is the guiding function of man, shaping the direction his
activities shall take.! Thomas has further analyzed the forces
which impel to action as the four ‘ wishes ”’: (1) the desire for new
experience, (2) the desire for security, (3) the desire for response,
and (4) the desire for recognition.? The multitudinous concrete

18ee McDougall, Social Psychology, Boston, 1909; Ward, Pure Sociology,
pp. 99-103.
¢t Thomas, The Unadjusted Girl, Boston, 1927, Chap. I.
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forms which human desires take may be reduced to these four
classes. These inherent urges of the human being drive him to
activity of various kinds. He finds these activities intended to
accomplish fulfillment of his wishes limited and circumscribed by
the physical environment and by the presence of other human
beings. The endeavor to find ways of satisfying his desires in the
presence of hindering circumstances leads to those adjustments of
means to ends which in connection with the physical universe
results in the conquest of nature, and to those adjustments with
his fellows which we call social institutions and social organizations.
The social activities, like those of an individual, result from the
endeavor of the social group to adapt itself to its environment in
order to secure the satisfaction of certain felt social needs. We
judge of the composition of society by its activities, and of its
organs or parts by the functions of such organs or parts. Ward
asserts that the purpose of organization is function and thus he
holds that the performance of social activities is the object of
human institutions.® But primarily the social activities were
merely to satisfy human desire and, incidentally, permanent human
institutions composing the social structure were created. After
the unconscious creation of the social structures the conscious
social effort appeared and under its direction the structures were
changed and improved by the conscious direction of society.
Feeling and Restraint. — The first general effort of man arises
primarily from the sources of sensation. The sense of hunger
causes him to make an effort to satisfy it. The pain of cold leads
him to seek warmth by changing location, or else by making shel-
ter. The desire for companionship induces him to seek associates.
The emotions of fear and love prompt him to act in certain direc-
tions to satisfy his desires. Primarily self-interest was the only
point involved, but by a process of social selection or a conscious
weeding out of excessively self-seeking individuals by the majority
of the group,* this gradually developed into a social interest. Feel-

3 “The function is the end for which a mechanism is constructed.” — Ward,
Pure Sociology, New York, 1907, pp. 180, 181. Cf. Cooley, Social Organization,
New York, 1909, p. 21.

4+ See Galton; Hereditary Genius, pp. 344-348, or Carver, Soctology and Social
Progress, pp. 641-646.
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ing came to be modified by social restraint, which represents one
of the primary social activities. The socialization of the individ-
ual’s egoistic feelings doubtless was also furthered by the advan-
tage for group survival rendered by self-restraint in the interest of
the group. Even in animals this restraint has been developed,
partly the outgrowth of a prolonged infancy and partly of natural
selection.? The instinct for the preservation and perpetuation of
the individual was soon enlarged into the desire for the preservation
and perpetuation of the social group, or what Ward calls social
telesis. The ultimate justification of society as a whole can only
be the superior advantages which association gives for survival
and happiness. If association inevitably leads to the destruction
of the individual, society and all its ways will cease to be. That it
has flourished among human kind is a silent but cogent testimony
that society means superior opportunities for social beings to live
and perpetuate their kind.

While we now may look to the completed social structure with
all its combined activities to find its ultimate purpose, this was not
recognized by man in his primitive social activities. He went
about following his natural desires and spent his efforts to satisfy
his physical and social wants without any purpose to build a social
structure. Viewed from the present standpoint, however, it is
easy to perceive how these independent and individual activities,
directed only to immediate ends, have worked together in a process
which Ward called “ synergy ’ ® to produce a social structure with
its various parts and accompanying activities.

Pleasurable sensation arose in a state of blind, non-purposive
nature because it served to stimulate the functioning processes
necessary for the survival of the creature. However, so intense
is such sensation, that, unless restraints are imposed, the process
which it promotes — the functioning of the organism — is over-
done to the disadvantage of that organism.

So, to sum up, in the social-world pleasant feelings arising from
association under certain conditions promote the formation of
social bonds which make for the survival of the group. However.

t Drummond, Ascent of Man, New York, 1894, pp. 230-318.
¢ Ward, Pure Soctology, p. 171.
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those feelings unrestrained within certain bounds destroy their
own ends — social functioning — hence, the restraint of feeling
brings about social order, and thus builds the social structure.’

Preservation of the Social Group. — Gradually concern for the
preservation of the individual passes into concern for the preser-
vation of the social group. A little nucleus of group-conscious
individuals begins to work as a unit for the preservation of its own
existence. Conscious social action by each individual of each
group takes the place of instinctive action and is directed to group
preservation. The community interest in the preservation of the
group is seen in the development of war for defense, where all are
united in a common enterprise. Such group concern may be seen
also in the development of a government where individuals are
working together in the preservation of common interests. Once
the idea that certain social relationships are necessary for the wel-
fare of the group becomes established the force of custom causes
members of the group to act as a unit and each individual who
comes into the group through birth or adoption is subjected to the
customs and traditions of the group and finds himself controlled,
not by one individual, but by a higher power — the will of the
group — to which all must be subordinate. His feelings and
desires are restrained, not only by the natural environment, but by
a newly created social environment. Gradually this restraint is
embodied in decrees, laws, or rules of action which are formally
declared necessary for the preservation of the group. The con-
ception of the welfare of the group, according to Sumner, trans-
forms folkways into mores.

Moreover, in economic activities also there appears a great
development of conscious codperation. The individual primarily
sought food independently and regardless of his fellows. The food
supply at first instinctively and then consciously became a matter
of social determination. Men hunt in groups and share the
product of their combined labors. A whale found upon the shore
or captured in the surf belongs to the family or tribe and not to the
individual who discovers it. The field which is protected and
defended by all belongs to the group, and consequently its products

7 Ward, Pure Soctology, New York, 1907, pp. 119-135.
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partake essentially of communal ownership. Although individual
activity remains, group activities become increasingly important.
Through this associated activity, and only through it, was man’s
present stage of development possible. In the course of social evo-
lution these activities of social order and economic life expand until
we now have a complex and highly differentiated form of political
and economic life. The influence of social considerations is to be
seen in the survival to our day of the social concept of property.

The Perpetuation of the Social Group. — The love of life and its
converse, the fear of death, have been important motives at the
basis of the evolutionary struggle. These instinctive attitudes,
however, are not alone in their primacy as fundamentals which
explain the survival of the human race. They give rise to flight
and other methods common to animals and men and adapted to
promote escape from death; they give rise to conflict with foes;
to attack of prey for food, with its joy of battle; and to the activi-
ties which end in the satisfaction of immediate desires.

They are supplemented by another urge for the perpetuation of
race, the sexual. It is doubtful whether, primarily, human beings
desire offspring. The sexual impulse, established as a fundamen-
tal characteristic by natural selection, and common to all beings
reproducing bi-sexually, necessitated association. Out of emo-
tional excitation incident to the association of the sexes and the
association of parents and children other emotional values devel-
oped. In course of time the desire for offspring became a com-
scious rather than an unconscious matter. There is evidence that
low down in the scale of animal life the parents had no concern for
the offspring. Yet in some species of such low forms as fishes,
there appears a care for the nesting place, in certain higher animals
maternal concern for the eggs and the young, but paternal concern
is much weaker among many species of animals, as may be seen in
the case even of cattle. In gregarious animals, however, a begin-
ning of paternal regard is to be seen in the care which a gander and
certain other males take of their females and the young. Even
among human beings there is a wide difference in father care
between the lower grades of social development and the highest

s Ely, Property and Contract, Vol. I, Chap. VI,



HUMAN URGES IN SOCIAL EVOLUTION 135

grades. This growth in parental care doubtless developed owing
to a process of natural selection and resulted in the better survival
of those for whom their parents had manifested concern. Obvi-
ously such concern in most cases was of advantage to the preserva-
tion of the species. Even yet sentiment, that child of instinct and
tradition, rather than reason, is the most effective weapon of appeal
for the care of the young.

This instinctive concern for the offspring has produced impor-
tant results in the history of mankind. Undoubtedly the child is
the real cause of the home. Its long period of helplessness has
caused the building of shelter and the construction of a permanent
habitation. Around the child have been grouped all the early
social affiliations. Clustered about the home we discover a variety
of motives for the perpetuation of the whole group. Living to-
gether develops a tender feeling and sentiment among all inmates
of the home. This is followed by family pride, which seeks to per-
petuate the group and to cause it to survive the attacks of other
groups. The ethnic idea becomes prominent and out of it springs
national life with patriotism.

In the course of social evolution there appears, finally, a con-
scious effort for the perpetuation of the species. Certain customs
and laws regulate marriage relationships. In some instances indi-
viduals are forbidden to marry outside the larger ethnic groups
and also are forbidden to marry near relatives within the group,
but are forced to take wives from the larger social divisions within
the society, although it is uncertain how much of such regulations
was consciously prompted by the perception of the advantage such
arrangements gave for survival and how much by accidental taboos
of primitive religion. Doubtless, however, to-day such regulations
as laws against infanticide, child labor, and neglect of children are
consciously directed towards race welfare. In a thousand ways
the social group seeks to protect itself and to perpetuate its exist-
ence. It must be constantly on the defensive against external
foes who seek to destroy it and also watchful to seize every advan-
tage to ward off disease and to establish such laws and customs as
will be conducive to the perpetuation of life. This social activity
is absolutely essential to the existence of society and never ceases
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its operations in the highest and most perfected forms of social
life.

The Advancement of the Group. — Conscious efforts are made
in several directions to raise the plane of living and to increase the
efficiency of the social group. Among these may be mentioned
all attempts to improve the physical conditions of mankind. The
increase of the food supply, the invention of means of storing and
preserving food, and the improvement of its quality, lead to a more
constant and regular supply of the necessaries of physical life,
do away with the loss of energy from hunger, and give the group
leisure to improve itself in other ways.?

Scientific discovery for the improvement of the material condi-
tions of society represents one of its chief activities. Also the train-
ing of the physical man and the protection from disease involves
another group of social activities making for social development.

Equally important for the advancement of society is the recrea-
tive life, the games and the amusements which were of great variety
in primitive society as well as among civilized peoples. Through
the ages not only of the human but also of the animal world, there
has existed the joy of play. Only recently, however, has our
philosophy found any justification for the “ foolish ”’ practice. At
last it has been discovered that the play element is essential to the
highest development and the best welfare of the community.
Hence this phase of social activity is important for the advance-
ment of the race.

Moral and ZHsthetic Activities. — Every well-organized com-
munity has an unwritten code of moral law which has much to
do with the unity and strength of society. Societies are organized
for the express purpose of advancing the moral standard of the
community. Such are temperance societies, those for the pre-
vention of cruelty to animals, and the large number of rescue and
charitable societies which seek the betterment of particular classes
of unfortunates. Every movement which seeks to bring about a
more socially efficient association of individuals and to increase the
integrity and adjustment of the mass to better social ends elevates
society to a higher plane and adds to it strength and vigor. Such

% Spencer, Principles of Sociology, Vol. I, Sec. 26.
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efforts not only make for a lessening of social waste, but add to the
labor capacity of the community, increasing its longevity and
offering greater opportunity for survival of the group.

Very closely allied to the moral are the sesthetic activities which
seek to elevate taste and to inculcate a love of the beautiful. No
doubt the general effect of the love of the beautiful is increased
satisfaction in life. Moreover, the love of the beautiful has close
connection with a passion for those social purposes and standards
which we call the truth, and which work for the advancement of
the race by promoting social adjustment to better ideals, while
the general effect of ugliness is toward degeneration. Here, as
elsewhere, however, it is the proper use of the instrument that
yields the highest reward, for the use of art may be directed toward
immorality as well as toward morality. It is said that in Hungary,
one effect of music is to develop a lazy emotional life, and many
people have held that the excess of music in Germany, with its
perpetual play on the emotions, has a tendency to destroy the
power of inventive and logical thought. This is psychologically
what is to be expected, for any stirring of the emotions — those
social engines of prime importance — which does not result in
action results in the atrophy of that natural connection between
the emotional life and activity, and therefore in social degenera-
tion. Moreover, it may be questioned whether the popular
‘“ jazz ”’ music, although furnishing recreation to the faculties, has
a beneficial effect upon the community. It usurps the function
of good music. It also tends to appeal to such naive and grotesque
tastes that its effects soon pall. Further, it does not afford that
diversification of satisfactions which best develops one’s nature.
However, the general effect of art is to improve the ideals, to moti-
vate the social actions of the community, and to develop those
activities which lead to the study of the beautiful in nature and art
and which are essential to the progress of the social group.

Originating in the unconscious play impulse or in superstitious
traditions, moral and sesthetic activities become rationalized, then
critically examined and consciously pursued for social ends.

Educational Activities. — Growing out of the inherent urges of
mankind in the effort to secure their satisfaction is a group of activi-
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ties which may be called educational. Partly the result of the
desire for new experience, partly for recognition, primitive groups
devised methods of impressing the young with certain ideals which
were held to be for the welfare of the group. Taboos, patterns of
conduct both individual and group, ceremonies at important
occasions in the life of the individual and of the group, religious
beliefs, attitudes, and traditions grow up and are used to accom-
plish conformity to the patterns of social conduct approved by the
older members. All these things are the prototypes of what we
call to-day educational activities. Three illustrations may be
cited, — religious, educational, and scientific.

Of the many thousands engaged in religious propaganda, all are
directly or indirectly attempting to maintain or to change reli-
gious belief. Now religious belief has its most intimate connec-
tions with the emotions rather than with the reason. That gives
it its peculiarly important function in society. It becomes a
mighty dynamic force for social action. In all stages of social
evolution it has played a very important part. Religion, more-
over, has to do primarily with belief and secondarily with conduct.
To change the belief from a lower to a higher form, that is, from a
less to a more socially efficient form, and to bring the conduct of
society into subordination to a belief is the vital process of religion
so far as its effect on society is concerned. Since belief has a most
vital connection with action, in this capacity it is a powerful social
organizer. While a society might exist without it, nevertheless it
has always been an important element in the process of integrat-
ing and conserving the social life, and the periods of decline in
positive belief of nations have been periods of decline of national
greatness.

The educational activities are the most positive and direct
agencies for the advancement of society through the process of
culture. To persuade people to supplant ignorance by intelli-
gence, to balance the emotions with reason and thus give them
rational direction and control, to prepare the young for efficient
industry and citizenship, and to elevate the ideals of life, are the
principal functions of the educational activities. It is in this field
that the conscious activity of society is best seen. Through educa-
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tion society seeks to force its own conduct into new channels of
action. In the highest types of modern society the organized
educational forces represent the most universal social activity that
may be discerned. They make for the unity and solidarity of
society and are the chief methods to insure society’s adaptation to
changing social conditions.

The scientific movement is a part of the educational ; for while
the object of science is to find out truth, its ultimate purpose is to
make it useful to society. No sooner is a scientific truth discov-
ered than great effort is made to bring it to a utilitarian basis.
Science has thus become necessary to the material welfare of the
human race. It is the handmaid of human betterment. When
a tribe adopts modern civilization and fails to atilize the knowledge
that science gives, it declines rather than advances. This prin-
ciple is observed in the contact of savage or barbarous tribes with
modern civilization. Failing to master and employ the full force
of modern science in their adopted mode of life, they degenerate
in the presence of civilized arts. They learn the vices of civiliza-
tion while refusing to adopt the teachings of civilized science and
morals. The result is social downfall.

Antisocial Activities. — As there are social activities which make
for social advancement, so there are many activities which are
supposed to obstruct it, such as the activities of bands of thieves
or burglars, street gangs, counterfeiters,  thugs,” “ grafters,” etc.
As those activities which are social tend to result in social progress,
these activities which we must denominate as ‘‘ antisocial ’ tend
to destroy group life, or thwart constructive social programs.
Genetically many antisocial activities must be explained as sur-
vivals of past social practices which later social developments have
rendered obsolete and harmful to the newborn social conscience.
They illustrate that “ the good is the enemy of the best,” and pro-
vide evidence that clearer social vision has rendered ““ ancient good
uncouth.” Moreover, they may point to a lack of perfect adjust-
ment in the later social activities and inventions to the needs of the
people. The saloon, the low dance hall, with all their low and evil
practices, the street gangs of city boys, and the neighborhood gangs
of country boys with their pranks and fights illustrate this point.
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They show that some social needs of the people of the community
are being met in antisocial ways by reason partly of the fact that
there are lacking for the satisfaction of those needs means that are
socially constructive in their results. Organizations grow out of
these activities against which the social group in self-defense must
exert its most potent, preventive, repressive, and curative methods.
These activities are also signs that in the struggle to satisfy the
fundamental desires there is a conflict between the desires of one
part of the social group, like the young, and the desires of another,
say the older, or between the poorer and the richer, between the
desires of those holding power and of those without it. Or they
indicate that there is a struggle between those who desire experi-
ence and those who desire recognition. Such activities, then, are
antisocial only in the sense that those who have tired of new experi-
ences, have security, and are the recognized authorities in a group
are jealous of their prerogatives as against those who are struggling
for the satisfaction of their wishes. So long as the old and powerful
are not wise enough to allow others to satisfy these fundamental
wishes, they will dub the activities of these others antisocial.
The proscribed activities may really be inimical to the welfare of
the group, or they may only be thought so by those who have power
to forbid them. If the methods of social control prevent the satis-
faction of these fundamental urges in individuals, are not those
methods and those in places of authority to blame for the so-called
‘““ antisocial ”’ activities? The struggle of the individual against
established order to bring him into subjection to that order gives
us the phenomenon of the conflict between ideals of liberty and
constraint seen in every society. It is a form of group struggle
growing out of the fundamental human urges in every normal
individual. The methods of social control will be discussed later.

Codperative Association. — Much has been said previously in
this volume about codperation and it will suffice here to mention
it in connection with the general social activities. It represents
a unity of purpose and action in accomplishing ends which expe-
rience showed could not be reached without codperative effort.
The working of people in groups for a particular purpose involves
a large number of social activities making for the advancement of
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society. Remember that the individual driven by these innate
urges is seeking their satisfaction. Remember also that he finds
himself face to face with a somewhat intractable nature, also in
contact with other individuals seeking the satisfaction of their
individual wishes. Now often one individual seeking the satisfac-
tion of his desires finds himself in conflict with another individual
who is also seeking the accomplishment of his own wishes. For
example, each of them wishes security of his own person and of his
own possessions. He may fight all comers for such security. But
as the result of experience he may learn that if he combines with
others of his fellows, agrees to limit his desires in certain ways, he
can secure the satisfaction of more of his desires or secure their
satisfaction more often than without such cooperation. Hence
cooperative effort, or what Kropotkin called ‘‘ mutual aid ”’
arises. The organization of mutual aid gives rise to organized
society. So much of truth is there in Rousseau’s social contract
theory. If one wishes to be sure in the possession of his own wife,
he must limit his desire to have any other woman he might fancy.
So with his other wishes. Here one must distinguish the immediate
from the ultimate end. A group of people organized for the pur-
pose of developing a large body of iron ore are all desirous of making
an income, but the real service to society is found in the produc-
tion of a volume of useful metal which will improve the material
and probably the social conditions of the whole community.
When an entrepreneur borrows capital, hires men, and leases
ground, he is bringing capitalists, laborers, and landowners into
a combination of effort for his own profit. However, under proper
economic conditions he and these other beings are working to-
gether, often unconsciously, but none the less truly, in a coopera-
tive enterprise of great benefit to the whole of society.

Such coéperation is indirect, but coGperation for the improve-
ment of society may be direct when a body of men organize them-
selves into a civic league, to advance the social and political inter-
ests of the community, or when a body of women form a club with
social purposes. This kind of codperation is common and repre-
sents a distinct group of social activities. Here we approach the
idea of the social mind with its concert of feeling, thinking, and
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willing for the welfare of the community. This is the highest gen-
eralization of social cooperative activity. It depends upon pub-
lic conscience and public will for its action. Social activities in
their highest forms are psychological in nature. This subject
will be further discussed in a later chapter.

Social Evolution. — Let us sum up briefly our outline analysis
of the factors which account for the origin and development of
social relationships. Here is a physical universe which limits man
in many ways. It nourishes him ; it destroys him. Its very con-
figuration determines his physical movements, much in the early
history of mankind, less in his later. Everywhere it is a presence
he cannot deny and with which he must come to terms in some
fashion. Strange powers it possesses, some of them kindly, some
awesome, some of them inanimate, others animate. Then here
are individuals and groups of human beings, which might be con-
sidered a part of this physical universe, but which we have thought
best to consider separately. Some of them are much like himself
and his group, others are of different color, have different customs,
and have a different language. Some of them he likes, others he
dislikes. The presence of these others conditions his attitudes and
his activities. Again, here is himself possessed by urges, likes and
dislikes, desires and aversions, differing from those of his fellows in
some respects, but fundamentally like them in many others. Both
the physical universe and his fellows limit his activities in the effort
to satisfy his fundamental urges. He must come to terms with
these extraneous conditions. He cannot escape either the physical
universe, his fellows, or himself. He also has what we call intelli-
gence. That set of factors presents the problems which have
faced man from his first appearance upon the earth to the present
moment. His attempt to solve these problems has given us this
interesting complex which we call social development. Being
what he is, man could not resign the task of solving the problems.
The result of his attempts to solve them is social evolution.
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QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

1. Show how in the early history of the relief of the poor in your country
social activities preceded social forms.

2. How would you explain the fact that in early Iowa history laws pro-
viding for poorhouses preceded the building of any such institutions? (See
Gillin, History of Poor Relief Legislation in Towa, p. 183.)

3. After reading Ward, Pure Soctology, pp. 119-135, supply instances
from your own observations in elections, church revivals, and church quarrels,
in tariff and tax controversies, in the history of women’s clubs, and in the
conduct of nations showing how feelings furnish the motive power of social
action.

4. Describe in your own community a social action inspired by intense
feelings upon which serious restraints had to be placed in order to further the
success of the action.

5. Describe some present-day laws which restrain the individual in the
interests of the preservation of the group. Some customs.

6. What evidence does ‘‘race suicide” supply in support of the assertion
that instinct rather than reason must be depended on for the perpetuation of
the race? Point out the fallacy, if any, in such argument.

7. Make a list of all the activities in your community which have for their
purpose the advancement of the group.

8. Classify the following activities: A church, a county fair, a temperance
campaign, a social survey, a city planning exhibit, university extension work,
a baseball game, a political campaign, a women’s club.

9. If love of the beautiful has a close connection with virtue and truth,
show the social justification of the movement for city planning, housing laws,
art galleries, training in domestic science and art, and good music.

10. Explain the origin of a boys’ gang, showing how that organization satis-
fies an individual wish. Show how it often achieves an antisocial result.

11. Explain the statement that human urges create social organization.

12. What light does the discussion in the text throw upon suicides, mur-
ders, business organizations, organized government, family ethics, welfare

societies, boys’ gangs?



CHAPTER IX
SOCIAL ORGANIZATION

In the process of social development, the conditioning factors
of which we have just discussed, men fall into certain ways of work-
ing together. These ways become established in the habits of
individuals and in the customs of groups. They become fixed
as the approved ways by transmission from generation to genera-
tion by tradition. These forms of social relationship are called
‘““ social institutions ” or ‘‘ social organization.”

Meaning of Social Organization. — By social organization we
mean the system of relationships established between individuals,
between individuals and groups, and between groups in what we
have defined as a society. An outgrowth of the human mind
struggling to bring order into social relationships is an tnstitution,
which Cooley describes as the result of human thought directed
for a long time upon a particular subject and so crystallized in
definite forms, such as enduring sentiments, beliefs, customs, and
symbols. The term ‘‘ social organization ” is often used as almost
synonymous with social institution.! In this sense by the term
““ a social organization ”’ we mean a certain organized relationship.
Thus, for instance, the church as an institution makes itself essen-
tial as an instructing and controlling body. So do all trades and
businesses, such as the banking business, which perform an essen-
tial economic service to the community. Above and over all pri-
vate social organizations is the state and the various subdivisions
which, as a sort of framework, hold the great social body together
in a definite form.

1 For more detailed discussion of the two terms see Ward, Pure Sociology, New
York, 1907, pp. 185-193; Cooley, Social Organization, New York, 1905, Part V;
Giddings, Elements of Sociology, New York, 1905, Chap. XVI. Giddings insists
that organization is the more general term, while institutions are the result of the
group's positive approval of organized relationships.
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The explanation just made applies more especially to societies
which are somewhat developed. The term ‘‘ social organization,”
however, must also be applied to the social relationships to be found
in groups much less developed than civilized societies. It must
also cover the crude beginnings of social organization. Any fixity
of social relations whether the outgrowth of instinct, feeling of
likeness, or of conscious social purpose must be characterized as a
social organization. The essential idea in a social organization is
permanency of social relationships. Sometimes such relations are
produced by instinct, sometimes by the pleasurable feelings excited
by being in the company of those whom we like, and at other times
by the conscious appreciation of certain advantages of such rela-
tionships. They may grow out of fear and patronage, congeniality,
or even force. Or, they may develop from a contract entered into
by superiors and inferiors or between equals. Social organization
includes all sorts of permanent relationships upon any basis what-
soever. '

Development of Groups out of Social Aggregations. — Granting
that the primal condition of society is a loosely constructed horde
brought together through accident, from following the same desires,
or from responding to the same stimuli, how did it happen that this
loosely knit group finally became organized? Within this horde,
smaller groups must have formed, clustering about a central inter-
est or activity. Sometimes these social bonds centered about the
sex interests, sometimes about a strong personality who established
bonds of authority and obedience, such as may be seen in tribal and
historic feudalism, and in the primitive religious or secret society,
and sometimes about economic interests. When it was sexual
attraction which brought more definite social relations, gradually
the family and home life was built up, with their taboos, customs,
and traditions. Likewise. the religious motive causing a repetition
of ceremonies finally produced an organized group of people attend-
ing to religious services. In various industrial occupations indi-
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