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PREFACE.

—rOe——

Tris book did not form one of the Epochs of History
as I onginally designed the scrics. Many of the
subjects treated in it were intended to find a place
in other volumes. But in the course of writing such
other volumes room was not spared for them, and
those who managed the series after my departure from
England thought that this volume was needed to
supply a gap. It is a continuation of my Epoch
called ¢ The Age of Anne/

In compiling this little book I have done my best
to remember the cardinal pinciples of the series, to
make the division of history horizontal rather than
vertical, to omit superfluous names, and to make the
treatment inicestin..  Though the name of the
Epoch is taken from English history, some of the
subjects—the Turkish Wars, the Polish Succession
War, Anson’s Voyage—are not usually treated in our
school histories ; and of many minor matters the same
can, I think, be said. Biography has always a charm
for the syoung, and I have tried to make use of its



vi Preface.

attraction in lives of Leibnitz, Newton, Walpole,
Queen Caroline, Maria Theresa, Atterbury, Ogle
thorpe, Berkeley, and the chief literary men of the
time in France as well as in England. My account
of the romantic attempt known as the Forty-five has
been made very full.

MiLBOURNE UNIVERSITY @
July 1, 188s.
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THE EARLY HANOVERIANS.

—— G O——

BOOK 1.
THIEE LONG PEACE,

CHAPTER L
EUROPE AFTER UTRECHT.

[N the year 1713 the quaint Dutch city of Utrecht was
the scene of an important ceremony. It took place in a
house which has been since pulled down to P

\ eace of
make room for a barrack, then the residence Utrecht,
of the Bishop of Bristol, probably the last 7*>
English bishop ever employed upon such an errand.
Yet the ceremony was one in which a bishop might well
take an interest, for it was the ceremony of signing a
treaty of peace, which put an end to a long, wearisome,
and bloody war.

A great many treaties claim notice in history, each
professing to be a general pacification of Europe ; but
many seem really to be little more than truces. 4 ;e eral
Very few years elapse from the date of their peace.
signature, and the nations are found at war again. A
treaty of peace settles boundaries until another war be
ended with another peace. The attention, however, of
the student must be claimed for the more important

M. H, B



2 The Early Hanovertians. A.D. 1713

treaties, and such importance must mainly be decided
by the permanence of the arrangements which they make.

The peace of Utrecht closes a period of fighting
which may nearly be described as coinciding with the
Utrecht im- Yeign of Lewis XIV., King of Fiance. Little
portant. alteration was made in the boundaries of
Western Europe from the signing of the peace of Utrecht
to the time when the French Revolution, filling the people
of France with a new spirit, began to excite the neigh-
bouring nations. In this period of eighty years there
was only one great European war at all to be compared in
scale or intensity with the wars of the preceding century—
that, namely, which is called the Seven Years’ War. Dur-
ing the first half of the period, the part which forms the
subject of this little volume, of the two great rivals, France
and England, neither was disposed to fight. France
was exhausted by her efforts, crippled by debt, and badly
governed ; England was under the rule of an enlightened
minister who saw that peace was the best gift he could
give his country—not exhausted, indeed, but somewhat
dissatisfied with fighting other people’s battles. During
the second half of the period England was consolidating
her dominion in India, and then became engaged in an
unfortunate struggle with her colonies in America.
France, which had suffered great losses both in India
and in America, latterly helped the colonies of England
to free themselves and to become the United States.
Neither the Seven Years’ War nor the smaller wars of
these eighty years made much difference in the map of
Europe.

The date of the treaty of Utrecht may then be taken
Surveyof 29 @ suitable point for a survey of the political
Europe. geography of Europe in the eighteenth century.

Without doubt France was the most important coun-
try [t required coalitions of other nations with long
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and united efforts to check her career of conquest;
and though she was now exhausted by the struggle, and
was no longer what she had been before Marl-
borough’s victories, yet she could still hold
her own against any single nation. The treaty of Utrecht
came most oppottunely for France. The Grand Alliance
had beaten her, and was preparing to follow up its series
cof victories by actual invasion of her territory. Had the
movements of the allied armies been governed by a
single mind, terms of peace might have been dictated to
her under the walls of Paris; but diversity of counsel is
the weakness of an alliance, and France profited by the
vacillation and discord amongst her enemies. On the
south, west, and north-west there are distinct natural
boundaries for France. Her eastern and north-eastern
boundary line has frequently changed according as in
her numerous wars this warrior nation has succeeded or
failed. It is not now, and was not at the time of the
treaty of Utrecht, marked throughout by natural features:
but the following differences must be noted between the
frontier of that time and the frontier marked in maps of
our day. Alsace, the province between the Vosges
Mountains and the Rhine, was then under French rule,
though since the Franco-Prussian war of 1870-1 it has
belonged again to Germany ; and some parts of the duchy
of Lorramne are now French, though then the whole
duchy was independent, except that ‘the three bishop-
rics,’ Metz, Toul, and Verdun, in the duchy, yet not of it,
formed outposts of France. Without Lorraine, Alsace
seems to have no right to belong to France ; it juts into
Germany like a long, narrow peninsula, with the nar-
rowest isthmus of junction near Belfort. Before Utrecht
the French had held a few towns across the Rhine, but
at the peace these were ceded. The Rhine was the

French Boundary from the town of Basle to the little
B2

France.
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town of Rastadt, where the treaty was signed between
France and the Emperor in the year after Utrecht.
Avignon was the territory of the Pope. Dotted about
France there were still duchies with rights more or less
independent of the French Crown. Although the greater
French kings and their ministers had uniformly pursued
a policy of consolidation, there remained in France a
great deal of political independence arising out of
feudalism and a great variety of provincial laws and
customs with the force of law. These distinctions weie
not swept away until the Revolution.

In reckoning the power of France account must be
taken of Spain, for on the throne of Spain there sat
a French prince, and although the strongest
pledges had been given that the crowns of
the two countries should never be united, similar pledges
had been disregarded, and princes of the same house
might be expected to co-operate for its common advan-
tage. But Spain had lost much of her power ; she had
been shorn of almost all her outlying possessions. The
Low Countries had fallen to Austria, together with Milan,
Naples, and Sardinia ; Sicily to the Duke of Savoy. Later,
an exchange was made between Sardinia and Sicily : the
Duke of Savoy became King of Sardinia, whilst the king-
dom of the Two Sicilies, i.e. Sicily and Naples, was made
an appanage for a younger son of the House of Austria.
The only European possession outside the peninsula re-
maining to Spain was the Balearic Islands; and even of
these England held Minorca. On the mainland also
England kept tight hold of Gibraltar, which she had won
during the recent war. It must be remembered, however,
that of late years the various provinces which Spain held
in different parts of Europe had not proved a source of
strength to her, but of weakness; some have maintained
that she was in a stronger position without them.

Spain.
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The neighbouring country Portugal, moreover, may
be described as a perpetual blister in the side of Spain—
always inclined to be in favour of England because of
Spain’s natural alliance with France.

Spain’s position may be summed up in the remark
that her ancient renown gave her still an importance in
Europe which her present power hardly justified.

In Italy, Austria had succeededto the position formerly
held by Spain—the pre-eminence amongst the secular
princes. The States of the Church occupied
all the central part of the peninsula from the
borders of the duchy of Naples as far as the mouth of
the Po. Besides Austria, the Pope, and Savoy, there were
four duchies—Tuscany, Parma, Piacenza, Modena—and
three republics, sole representatives of the republican
spirit which had distinguished the Italian cities in earlier
history, Lucca, Genoa, Venice, not to mention the tiny
commonwealth of San Marino. Tuscany, which hadisen
out of the mediwval republic of Florence, took the lead
among the duchies, and was called a grand duchy.
Venice was far the strongest of the cities, having recently
recovered from the Turks her dominion in the Morea
(though she was soon again to lose it), and still holding
some of the Ionian Isles and part of the mainland across
the Adriatic. Italy, with ten governments, was ‘a house
divided against itself, and helped to make Austria strong
without being strong herself.

The most important item in the treaty of Utrecht
was the transfer from Spain to Austria of the govern-
ment of the Low Countries, or Netherlands, 7. wether
henceforth known as the Austrian Netherlands. lands.

The Dutch certainly engaged in the War of the Spanish
Succession in order that they might themselves be secure
against the attacks of France. Their country had within
memory of the living suffered terribly from unjustifiable

Italy.
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invasions of the French. The Englsh also in that war
were swayed by considerations for the Dutch, as well
as by other motives. All Marlborough’s campaigns, with
the single exception of that of Blenheim, were directed
to the clearing of the French out of the Low Countries
prior to making an attack upon France itself. In all
probability, if the cession of the Low Countries could have
been made by Spain at once, the war would have been
altogether avoided. The Dutch regarded it as essential
to their safety that between their country and France there
should be a tract of land belonging to a government not
under the dominion of France. To obtain this barrier
they had lavishly expended treasure and blood, and
their finances were now heavily crippled by debt. Having
obtained it they practically retired from the field of
European politics, and took little part in future European
wars.

Frederick the Great said that from the accession of
William I11. Holland was following the policy of England
—¢nothing more than a little Loat sailing in
the wake of a powerful ship.” It might fairly
be answered that the captain was seated in the little hoat
giving his commands how the ship should steer; for
until the Dutch cut themselves adrift after the treaty of
Utrecht England may be said to have followed a Dutch
quite as much as Holland an English policy. It is truer
still to say that both pursued a European policy, and no
praise can be too strong for the heroic stand made by
this little country in the cause of freedom.

Outside the immediate circle of European politics
Holland had an importance of her own in the possession
of many colonies. Her colonial empire was not even
then so large as that of England, but it was of consider-
able extent. Ceylon then belonged to Holland,,

Germany was a most divided country. It contained

Holland.
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the enormous number of between five and six hundred
independent or almost independent states, for they
owed a nominal allegiance to the Emperor.
This large number of course included not
only electorates and duchies, but also prince-bishoprics
and free cities. It is only in our own day that unity
has come to Germany, and it has not come in any way
through the action of Austria. The various German
princes, keeping up each = little court, as far as possible
in imitation of the French Court at Versailles, ground
down their unfortunate subjects with heavy taxation. If
now and then there was a kindly and good prince, he
was the exception rather than the rule.

The Emperor was still called Emperor of the Holy
Roman Empire. There was still a nominal election to
the office, but practically the Emperor elected was always
the head of the family of Hapsburg, the House of Austria.
Austrie est Iinperare Orbi Universo was still the proud
boast of this proud family (‘Austria should rule the
world ’), but even those who made the boast must have
felt how false it was. Once the head of this House was
not Emperor only, but King of Spain, ruler of the Nether-
lands and of large portions of Italy. Then came a
separation between the two branches of the House. The
Netherlands had gone with Spain, but the Spanish
Hapsburgs had ended, and now the treaty of Utrecht
gave the Netherlands back to Austria. The hereditary
dominions of the House of Austria formed the nucleus of
her power, and very various these dominions were. It
was curious that the chief power in Germany should be
in the hands of a sovereign the chief part of whose own
dominions was not really German at all. The extent of
the Austrian dominions was nearly the same as that of
the Austrian empire to-day, in which the German element
is proportionately small. In the course of this history it

Germany.
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will be seen how Hungary, a non-German possession,
proved itself of great importance to the House of Austria.

Of the other German States Saxony was very much
divided. The princely family had first split into two

. lines, one of which established primogeniture,

SaxonY:  the other did not. The representative of the
first line was called the Elector of Saxony. His name
was Augustus the Strong, a name earned by physical, not
moral qualities, and he was at this time also the elected
King of Poland. The Elector of Saxony later became a
king. The other line divided and subdivided itself till it
had become a heap of small separate states, all those,
namely, that begin with the prefix Saxe, such as Saxe-
Weimar, Saxe-Coburg.

Another Elector, the Elector of Brunswick, was just
about to become King of England, and the Elector of
Brandenburg was King of Prussia, having re-
ceived the title from the Emperor in order that
the Prussian troops might be secured to the side of the
Emperor and the Grand Alliance in the Spanish Suc-
cession War.

It cannot be too often impressed upon learners that
by the German title Elector (Kurfiirst) is meant one
who has a right to vote at the election of
the Emperor of the so-called Holy Roman
Empire. Until the middle of the seventeenth century
there were seven Electors, three archbishops, and four
secular princes. The prelates were those of Mainz or
Mayence, Treves, and Cologne ; the secular princes were
the Margrave of Brandenburg, the Elector of Saxony,
the King of Bohemia, and the Elector Palatine. Any
title less than King was gladly merged in the proud title
of Elector. To these seven the Duke of Bavaria was
added at the peace of Westphalia. For years he had
held the dominions, and theiefore claimed the vote of the

Prussia.

Elector.
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Elector Palatine. Lastly the Duke of Brunswick-Liine-
burg was made the ninth Elector, because he joined the
Grand Alliance.

Poland was in a very unsatisfactory condition, always
in danger of setting her neighbours’ houses on fire. The
causes were the elective monarchy and the
turbulence of the nobility. The danger of an
elective monarchy is that the faction which is defeated at
the election may resent its defeat, and take up arms on
behalf of its candidate. Such armed intervention occurred
more than once in Poland. The elections were always
more or less riotous, neighbouring nations often trying
to profit by the confusion. Some forty years before the
treaty of Utrecht, Poland had, in the person of John
Sobieski, a hero for a king—the hero who drove back
the Turks from Vienna. But Poland needed a states-
man rather than a hero. The Elector of Saxony, Augustus
the Strong, was elected to succeed Sobieski, and reigned
until he was defeated by Charles XII. of Sweden, who
told the Poles to elect another king ; whereupon they
elected one of their own nobles, whose name was Stanis-
laus Leczynski. He, however, was only able to reign
as long as Charles XII. was able to maintain him,
On the fall of Charles, Leczynski retired to France, of
which country his daughter afterwards became Queen
Consort. These characters reappear in the course of
this history.

Behind Western Europe lay a ring of states less
advanced in civilisation. In the noith-east there was
still continuing rivalry, if not actual contest, guci2 and
between those two remarkable men Charles Sweden.
XII. of Sweden and Peter the Great of Russia. The
latter had the more persevering nature, the greater desire
for material progress, as well as the greater resources.
Russia wds becoming in every way a greater nation than

Poland.
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Sweden ; and from this time forward, in great European
wars, the part that Russia would play had always care-
fully to be considered. Sweden, after the time of Chailes
XII., practically retired from interference in the affairs
of Europe, and pursued henceforth the same policy as
Holland, and for the same reason.

Moreover a new power, the Turks, had by this time
secured a place in Europe, much to the disgust
of many, who thought that no efforts would
have been too great to keep them out of Christendom.

The Turks

CHAPTER IL

GEORGE L

ON the death of Qucen Anne, on an eventful Sunday
morning, August I, 1714, both the Privy Council and
The new the House of Commons met. Messengers
Kingof Eng- Were at once sent to convey the news to
land. Hanover ; fast travelling brought them there
in less than five days. But George, who was heir to the
crown, did not hasten to take up the great inheritance
that had fallen to him. He was not young, and he was
never an impulsive man. The weight of his fifty-four
years and the natural slowness of his German character
co-operated perhaps with a certain measure of policy
that dictated looking before leaping. The new King
took time to consider how he should act with respect to
English ministers and English parties before plunging
into their midst. Meanwhile in his name all steps were
being taken to ensure a quiet accession, and the hopes
and fears which the anticipation of the Queen’s death
had excited were alike calmed. A Jacobite bishop
offered in his lawn sleeves to proclaim King Fames 111,
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at Charing Cross, and when his friends refused to act
with him declared that the finest possible opportunity
had been lost for want of spirit.

George 1., whom circumstances and the Act of
Settlement had thus called to be King of Great Britain
and Ireland, had been a sovereign prince for
sixteen years, during which time he had been
Elector of Brunswick-Liineburg. He was the second
who ever bore that title. By right of his father he was
Elector ; it was by right of his mother that he now
became ruler of the United Kingdom. The father was
Ernest Augustus, Sovereign Bishop of Osnaburg, who,
by the death of his elder brothers, had become Duke of
Hanover, and then Duke of Brunswick and Liineburg.
In 1692 he was raised by the Emperor to the dignity of
Elector. The other Electors were indignant at the Em-
peror’s claim in such arbitrary manner to add to their
number, and for nearly sixteen years, during which
period one election to the empire had taken place, the
Electors refused any recognition of the new voice. Then
they yielded. Whether the Emperor acted strictly
legally is disputed amongst those who are learned in
that intricate subject the law of the Holy Roman Empire,
but that he acted in accordance with sound motives of
policy admits of no dispute. Lewis XIV. was dangerous
to Europe, and the grand alliance against him wanted
all the help that could be obtained. It was feared that
Hanover was wavering and that her troops might be on
the side of France. The promotion of the Duke to be
Elector was the price paid to keep Hanover upon the
right side. Doubtless King William III., the very soul
of the earlier Grand Alliance, approved of the price paid,
though at that time so many stood nearer in the English
succession than the princes of the House of Hanover that
there seémed no probability that the electorate would

His father.
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prove for that family only a step to the higher dignity—
the throne of England.

The mother of George I. was Sophia, usually known
as the Electress Sophia. The title was merely one of
honour, and only meant wife of an Elector.
This princess was twenty-seven when she mar-
ried Ernest Augustus,afterwards first Elcctorof Brunswick-
Luneburg, and she was as famous for her beauty and for
her wit as he was for his courtly manner. The marriage
took place a couple of years before the restoration of the
Stuarts to England, and, amid the general joy with which
that event was hailed in England, no notice was therc
taken of the birth of a little prince, great-grandson of
one English king, son of the first cousin of the restored
monarch. The Electress Sophia was the daughter of
Elizabeth, daughter of King James I., and Frederick, the
Elector Palatine.

The Princess Elizabeth was one of the most beautiful
of women. She inspired enthusiasm in the breasts of
Elirabeth of English pocts and of German princes. Wit-
Lohemia.  ness the beautiful and well-known verses by
Sir Henry Wotton ‘to Elizabeth of Bohemia’; witness
the enthusiasm with which, wearing her glove, Christian
of Brunswick, in the spirit of a crusading knight,
engaged in that most unchivalrous of wars called, from
its weary length, the Thirty Years’ War, in which
he won for himself the title ‘God’s friend and parsons’
foe.!

Her husband Frederick, the Elector Palatine, was
elected by the Protestants of Bohemia to be their king.
The King of 11€ House of Austria claimed that the right
Eohemia.  of election was merely nominal, and that the
Bohemians were bound, as of course, to elect the head of
that House. This they probably would have done had
he not been a prominent Roman Catholic prince, sus-

His mother.
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pected of intending a policy of persecution in his heredi-
tary dominions and in Bohemia if he gained it, as well as
in his position of Emperor, to which he was now elected.
Ficderick on election went to Prague, but his reign in
Bohemia was very short. He is known in history as the
Winter King, because one winter was the duration of his
reign. In the battle of the White Mountain, outside his
capital, Prague, the Austiians defeated him. They drove
him not only from the kingdom of Bohemia, but from his
clectorate also, and gave the Palatinate to a staunch
adherent of the Emperor’s cause, the Duke of Bavaria.
This may be desciibed as the first act in that terrible re-
ligious war—the Thirty Years’ War. The animosity felt
throughout Germany between the Roman Catholics and
the Protestants had piepared the train for an explosion :
this dispute in Bohemia fired it. Whilst the war con-
tinued Frederick, with his beautiful queen Elizabeth,
remained landless and homeless ; but at the peace of
Westphalia, which closed it, he was not forgotten. In
the spirit of conciliation and compromise that then pre-
vailed, it was felt that the electorate could not be taken
from Bavaria. It was decided, therefore, that part of the
Palatinate should be restored to Frederick and an eighth
electorate created. Forty-four years later a ninth elec-
torate was established in favour of his son-in-law, the
Duke of Hanover.

During almost the whole of Queen Anne’s reign the
Electress Sophia was her legal heir. Naturally she took
the keenest interest in English politics, and is .

. . eath of
said to have declared that she would die happy Electress
if she could know that ‘Queen of England® Sophia-
would be engraven on her coffin.  Two months, however,
before the English throne became vacant the Princess
Sophia was taking exercise in the trim gardens of Herren-
hausen, Agitated, it is said, by a letter which she had
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just received from Queen Anne, resenting the proposal
that Prince George, the electoral prince, should go to
England, she was walking too quickly, and fell down
dead of heart discase.

The new royal house in England is sometimes called
the House of Hanover, sometimes the House of Bruns-
Houseof  Wwick. It will be found that the latter name is
Buunswick.  more generally used 1n histories written during
the last century, the former in books written in the pre-
sent day. If the names were equally applicable, the
modern use is the more convenient, because there is
another, and in some respects well known, branch of the
House of Brunswick ; but no other has a right to the name
of Hanover. It is, however, quite certain that, whatever
the English use may be, Hanover is properly the name
of a town and of a duchy, but that the electorate was
Brunswick-Luneburg. During the last few weeks of
Queen Anne’s reign the heir was prayed for in the
Liturgy of the Church of England as ‘the Duke of
Brunswick,’ a petition substituted for that for the ¢ Prin-
cess Sophia.’

The House of Brunswick was of noble origin, tracing
itself back to a certain Guelph d’Este, nicknamed ‘the
Robust,’ son of an Italian nobleman, who had
been seeking his fortunes in Germany. Guelph
married Judith, widow of the English King, Harold, who
fell on the hill of Senlac, pierced in the cye, when the
English were routed in the battle of Hastings. One of
Guelph’s descendants, later, married Maud, the daughter
of King Henry I1., probably the most powerful king in
Europe of his day, at whose persuasion the Emperor
conferred on the Guelphs the duchy of Brunswick. The
son of this marriage became, for a short period, Emperor
at a time when the Guelphs gained the upper hand in
Germany ; and fourteenth in descent from this Ssame mar

Its origin.



A.D. 1714 George I. 15

riage is Ernest Augustus, first Elector of Brunswick-
Luneburg. More than once the territories of the House of
Brunswick were divided, and sometimes into several frag-
ments, but by failure of heirs the parts were reunited.
The story is told that the grandfather of Ernest Augustus,
by name Duke William the Pious, had seven sons, who,
sceing that if the territories were subdivided their influence
would vanish, agreed that one only of them should marry,
and that the dice selected his son George. He, in turn,
had four sons, who divided their territories, though they
made a compact somewhat similar to that of the pre-
vious generation. The whole was joined together once
more under the youngest brother, Ernest Augustus.
Ernest Augustus, the first Elector, was nineteen at
the date when the peace of Westphalia put an end to
the Thirty Years’ War, and fifty-nine when Description
William of Orange landed at Torbay. A the
Scotch gentleman, much given to travelling, Hanover.
who was English consul at Amsterdam, and who pub-
lished in that city in the year of the English Revolution
(1688) an account of his travels, gives us some insight
into the Court of Hanover. ¢Here, he says, ‘I had the
honour to kiss the hands of the Princess Royal, Sophia,
youngest sister to the late Prince Rupert. Her Highness
has the character of the Merry Debonaire, Princess of
Germany, a lady of extraordinary virtue and accomplish-
ments : she is mistress of the Italian, French, High and
Low Dutch, and English languages, which she speaks to
perfection. Her husband has the title of the Gentleman
of Germany, a graceful and comely prince, both on
foot and on horseback, civil to strangers beyond compare,
infinitely kind and beneficent to people in distress, and
known in the world for a valiant and experienced
soldier. I had the honour to see his troops, which,
without controversy, are as good men, and commanded
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by as expert officers, as any are in Europe. . .. God
hath blest the prince with a numerous offspring, having
six sons—all gallant princes—of whom the two eldest
signalised themselves so bravely at the raising of the
siege of Vienna that as an undoubted proof of their
valour they brought three Turks home to this court
prisoners. . . . He is a gracious prince to his pcople,
and keeps a very splendid court, having in his stables,
for the use of himself and children, fifty-two sets of
coach-horses. He himself is Lutheran, but as his sub-
jects are Christians of different peisuasions—nay, and
some of them are Jews too—so both in his court and army
he entertains gentlemen of various opinions and countries,
as Italian abbots and gentlemen that serve him, and
many Calvinist French officers ; neither is he so bigoted
in his religion but that he and his children go many
times to church with the Princess, who is a Calvinist, and
join with her in her devotion. His country is good, having
gold and silver mines in it, and his subjects live well
under him.’

Mr. Consul Ker, when he penned these remarks, did
not think that some twenty-six years later he would himself
be in Hanover, congratulating the Duke of that place,
then an Elector, on his accession to the crown of the
United Kingdom. The portrait of Ernest Augustus can
be seen in contemporary prints, looking majestic and dig-
nified, with a very formidable wig and anything but a mild
expression of countenance. The Elector died ten years
after Mr. Ker published this account, and was succeeded
in 1698 by his son, George Lewis, afterwards Geoige I.
of England. There was no division of territories between
the six ¢ gallant princes,’ because Ernest Augustus, seeing
that his newly-won electoral dignity must be suitably
maintained, had established the right of primogeniture.
In the language of an old writer, a councillor of Hanover.
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he ‘gave a remarkable proof of his superior judgment,
as well as of his concern for the welfare of his family,
by effectually putting a stop to the pernicious custom
that had hitherto prevailed in his house of dividing and
cantling out the dominions belonging to it.’

At the death of Queen Anne, King George was fifty-four
years of age, and had been Elector sixteen years. His
son, afterwards King George II., was nearly i
thirty-one. His grandson Frederick, who died an’.’}%ii‘iﬁ?
as Prince of Wales, the father of George II1., Anne.
and great-grandfather of Queen Victoria, was then within
ten days of seven. The new King was five years older
than the Queen who had just died. It is a fact not
generally known that he had once been a suitor for her
hand. In the winter of 1680 he paid a visit to England,
an account of which he wrote to his mother in Germany.
‘I saw the Princess of York (the Lady Anne), and I
saluted her by kissing her, with the consent of the King’
(Charles II.) Notwithstanding this salute, he was not
very cordially received by his English cousins, nor did
the Lady Anne, not yet sixteen, look with favour on his
suit. During his stay he received an honorary doctor’s
degree from the University of Cambridge, but he was
soon recalled by a letter from his father, who for
family reasons wished him to marry a cousin nearer
home. Two and a half years after his departure the
Lady Anne married Prince George of Denmark, and was
very fond of her dull husband, who died some six years
hefore her.

o. R, [
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CHAPTER IIL
THE ELECTORATE.

[T may be as well to give here some account of the size
and importance of King George’s continental dominions.
[t has always been the custom to speak con- . giecto.
temptuously of them, as ifthey gave no addition rate.

to the strength of England, but were in every way an
incumbrance. Assertions to this effect are constantly
made, but it is difficult to find any accurate estimate of
the size of the electorate. Neither contemporary nor
recent historians furnish facts. There are various points
of view from which the comparison can be madc—area,
population, army, revenue.

With respect to area it would seem as if King George’s
continental dominions amounted to between one-fourth
and one-fifth of the area of England and
Wales. The electorate was smaller than Scot-
land, much larger than Wales. If we compare it with the
United Kingdom, then, as the area of Scotland and
Ireland together is about equal to that of England and
Wales, we may say that it was one-ninth—in itself no
despicable territorial addition,

It is always difficult to discover the population of a
country in the days before it was usual to take a census.
The population of England at the accession of King
George 1. is variously estimated between five and seven
millions. It is still more difficult to guess the population
of the electorate. Mr, Consul Ker took some trouble
to obtain information about the chief towns a
few years earlier. He gives the number of
the houses ‘as they were given to me not only from the

ca

Area.

Population,
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surveyors and city carpenters, but from the Books of the
Hearth Money, and the Books of the Verpounding, where

such taxes are paid.
The capital is not at the head of the list. The three
largest towns, as given by Mr. Consul Ker, are :—

Houses.
Lunenburgh . . . . . 3,100
Osnaburgh . . . . . 2,200
Hanover . . . . . . 1,850

Now Osnaburgh was not, strictly speaking, in Han.
over at all, as the map will show. It was the capital
of the Bishopric of Osnaburgh, which, by a curious ar-
rangement of the Treaty of Westphalia, was to be
governed alternately by a Roman Catholic and Pro-
testant Bishop.

In 1688, the year when these facts were collected, a
Protestant ruled ; then, from 1692 to 1716, a Catholic, who
was succeeded by Augustus, brother of George I., who
died in 1728. Nor was it until 1803 that Osnabrick, as it
ought to be called, was secularised and embodied in
Hanover. We have, therefore, only two towns in the
electorate of any considerable size. Next to these were
Stade, Verden, Zell, Clausthal, and Gottingen, where at a
later date George I. founded a famous university. The
Bishopric of Bremen contained no very large town, for
the city of Bremen was an independent Free Town and
did not go with the Bishopric; but Stade, from its neigh-
bourhood to the mouth of the Elbe, was of considerable
importance. Harburg also, near Hamburg, was a centre
of trade, and therc was in the south the very ancient
town of Hamlin, but its population was not large.

In the mining districts no doubt the numbers to the
square mile would be large, but elsewhere, with few towns
and not many villages and an agricultural population,
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it cannot have been great. The largest town, Lunenburgh,
would be a little more than half the size of Bristol. The
estimate hardly rises above guesswork, but we may infer
that the whole population of the electorate did not exceed
half a million, less than one-tenth of the population of
England and Wales, less than the population of London,
which had, however, already began to be disproportionate
in its growth,

The army of the electorate was very large in proportion
to the population. Again we have a statement made by
Mr. Consul Ker. We find that ¢ the Houses of
Wolfenbuttel and Luneburg kept on foot in
the years 1683-4 an army of 18,0c0 foot and 9,000 horse,
whereof Ernest Augustus at his own expense entertained
10,000 foot and 5,000 horse in his dominions. These he
considerably augmented afterwaids.’” In this respect the
electorate comes nearest to the United Kingdom. The
peace footing of the Enghsh army after the peace of
Utrecht was fixed at 8,000 men in Great Britain and
11,000 more in the plantations (i.e. colonies) and abroad.
There was still in England a strong dislike of a standing
army, such as was not felt, or at any rate not expressed,
on the continent. In proportion to the size and import-
ance of states, the armies of continental powers have
always been much in excess of the English army, chiefly
for the reason that England’s first line of defence is the
navy.

But, according to the old proverb, money is the sinews
of war, and we may ask, ‘How did the two stand as
regards revenue?’ In a speech delivered in
the House of Lords in January 1739 Lord Ches-
terfield spoke with bitter irony of England, ¢so happily
annexed to his Majesty’s German dominions,’ and made
this statement about the national resources : ¢ The whole
revenues of the electorate at the time of his late Majesty’s

rmy.

Revenue.



22 The Early Hanoverians. A.D. 1714

accession to the throne of these realms did not amount
to more than 300,000/, a ycar” The annual revenue of
England at the same time (1714) was under 5 millions.
A year or two before it had reached the figure of 53
millions. The expenditure on the debt alone took moie
than half the revenue. Even then, it may be seen,
England was richer than her neighbours. At the union
with Scotland the share of the latter in the land-tax
was fixed at one-fortieth.

To sum up, thercfore, the electorate stood to the
United Kingdom in the following proportions. As far
The propor- @S area was concerned, about one-ninth; in
tions. population, about one-twelfth ; in military
strength, much nearer an equality to the English army
on its peace footing, and not counting the navy; in
national revenue, about one-twentieth. The wealth of
the two nations may perhaps have borne the same
proportion as the revenue. England was already
rising to prominence as a trading community, and
London was certainly the chief commercial city of
the world. No doubt the Hanoverians when they
saw London first thought what the Prussian gencral,
Bliicher, is reported to have expressed a century later—
¢ What plunder !’

It was a wealthy inheritance that George, Elector of
Brunswick-Liineburg, was about to take up.

The union with Hanover was always unpopular in
England, more unpopular even than the first two sove-
Unionun-  reigns themselves, who, although not of a cha-
popular.  racter to win their subjects’ love, yet repre-
sented a principle. *If you wish the Pretender never to
be King of England,’ said a witty lord, ‘have him made
Elector of Hanover. It is quite certain the English
people will never take another king from there’ The
belief was general that poor Germans had come to
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plunder the richer English. This belief is expressed in
the humorous story of the Hanoveran Court lady whose
carriage was mobbed in London. Putting her head out
of the carriage window, she said, in broken English,
‘Peace, good people ; are we not come for all of your
goods?’ meaning ‘for the good of all of you’ ¢Yes)
promptly replied one in the mob, ‘and for our chattels
too.! The same thought is involved in Lord Chester-
field’s complaint, when, after estimating the paltry
revenue of the electorate, he adds, ¢ And yet, soon after-
wards, the considerable purchases of Bremen and Verden
were made for above 500,000/ sterling. . . . At least a
million sterling has been laid out over and above in new
acquisitions.” It may be asked why English ministers
acquiesced in these purchases with English money ; and
answer must be made that they looked upon theelectorate
and the United Kingdom as permanently joined, so that
additions to the one were acquisitions for the whole.
During our Hanoverian period there is a constant com-
plaint that England is steeied by a Hanoverian rudder,
just as in William IIL’s reign the charge was that our
rudder was Dutch. William used England gladly to
forward projects dear to his heart, but they were projects
for the good of Europe, and not only of Holland. The
policy of the first two Georges cannot be described as
European. There is no doubt that they preferred their
continental home to their English kingdom, that they
always left the latter with pleasure and returned to it
with regret, and that they favoured Hanoverians. Many
Englishmen disliked this strongly, but felt that it was
not an unreasonable price to pay for the exclusion of the
Stuarts.

It is, however, a little curious that relief was not sought
in a method suggested by Sir Robert Walpole shortly
before his fall.  ‘One day,’ reports Speaker Onslow, ‘he
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took me aside and said, *“What will you say, Speaker,
if this hand of mine shall bring a message from the
Proposed  King to the House of Commons declaring his
separation.  consent to having any of his family after his
own death to be made by Act of Parliament incapa-
ble of inheriting and enjoying the crown and possessing
the electoral dominions at the same time?” My answer
was, “Sir, it will be as a message from Heaven.”’
The message, however, never came.
Exactly a century after the accession of King George I.
the electorate, which, with the fall of the Holy Roman
Later Empire in 1806, had ceased to be an electo-
histery.  rate, was at the Congress of Vienna converted
into the kingdom of Hanover. Then for the first time
Hanover, properly only the name of the city, though
often popularly used for the electorate of Brunswick-
Liineburg, became the name of the state. On the
accession of Queen Victoria in 1837 the long-desired
separation took place, because the Salic law prevented
the kingdom of Hanover passing into female hands.
The wisdom of Walpole’s suggestion in the previous
century has been shown by the avoidance of the very
serious complications that would have arisen in 1866 if
Hanover and England had possessed the same ruler.
In that year Hanover took the side of Austria against
Prussia, and the latter, victorious in the Seven Weeks’
War, absorbed all the powers of North Germany that
were opposed to her. Had England then been united
with Hanover, the war would have attained much larger
proportions, and must have been much more serious.
The union of Germany might have been indefinitely
retarded.
It would be invidious to make comparisons between
the culture and civilisation of Hanover and England;
but it is pleasant to call to mind the names and carcers of
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their greatest men. A story runs that once George L.
was complinented on having two such possessions as
England and his electorate, and that he replied Newton and
that he considered it a far greater honour to Leibmtz
have amongst his subjects two such men as Sir Isaac
Newton and Leibnitz. Whether this story be true or
not, certainly of all the subjects in his continental
dominions none was so famous as the latter philosopher,
some little account of whom may be of interest.
Gottfried Wilhelm Leibnitz was born in 1646 at
Leipzig, where his father was a university professor.
When he was only six he lost his father, in-
heriting from him a large library of books,
which he eagerly read. As a boy he learnt many things,
and as a young man studied in turn at three different
universities.  Classics, philosophy, mathematics, and
law all claimed his attention ; nor did he even disdain to
concern himself with alchemy. In childhood a boy
prodigy, throughout life Leibnitz was regarded as a
kind of universal genius. He wrote on philosophical
questions, on theological, on legal, and historical. On
one occasion George I. called him a living dictionary.
When Leibnitz was about thirty he was invited by the
Duke of Brunswick-Liineburg, whose successors after-
wards became electors, to take up his residence at the
Court of Hanover, where he was treated with great kind-
ness and most highly valued, especially by the Electress
Sophia. The original design was that Leibnitz should
write the history of the House of Brunswick. It xeads
like a satire on German thoroughness to hear that the
preparations which Leibnitz thought necessary for so
important a work carried him back as a preliminary to a
study of geology, so as to know the state of the world
before the creation. Probably his most famous book is
his ¢ Theodicea’—a treatise on theology and philosophy —

Leibnitz,
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written to ¢ justify the ways of God to man.’” In his later
years Leibmitz had an unfortunate controversy with
Newton, each claiming to have first discovered the
doctrine of the differential calculus. The truth was that
both had made the same discovery independently and
nearly simultaneously. Some two ycars after the suc-
cession of King George to the throne Leibnitz died. He
had been suffering badly from the gout, and possessing
some knowledge of medicine—of what subject, indeed,
did he not know something ?>—he treated himself with a
new remedy, and the cure proved fatal to him within the
space of an hour.

CHAPTLER 1IV.

FIRST MEASURES.

JusT seven weeks after the death of Queen Anne, King
George landed at Greenwich. It was on a Sunday
Amivalof  €Vening, and there was a large concourse tc
Georgel.  welcome the new King, including the Arch
bishop of Canterbury, the Duke of Marlborough, and
all the more prominent peers of both parties. The King
however, made a marked distinction in the way in
which he rgceived them. To the Whigs he was very
gracious, on the Tories he turned his back. Frow
this time forward it became quite evident that all his
support would be given to the former party. A few
days before the King’s arrival he had sent orders thal
Bolingbroke should be deprived of office, and the order:
had been carried out almost with rudeness, certainly
without the respect that should have been shawn to the
fallen statesman. This is Bolingbroke's own comment
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on his treatment : ¢ To be removed was neither matter
of surprise nor of concern to me, but the manner of my
removal shocked me for at least two minutes. I am not
in the least intimidated from any consideration of the
Whig malice and power, but the grief of my soul is this
—I see plainly that the Tory party is gone’ The
succession of King George to the throne was a critical
point in the history of party government. It is possible
that, if King George had known how to hold the balance
between the two parties, the system of government by a
cabinet entirely drawn from one party might never have
prevailed.

The ablest man in his former dominions, though he
had shown his ability in other matters rather than in
politics, the philosopher Leibnitz, strongly
advised George not to recognise parties in
England, but to choose his ministers from Whigs or
Tories indiscriminately ; to choose the best man for each
particular office irrespective of his political views. Other
counsels, however, prevailed ; and the behaviour of the
King on his landing, his turning his back upon the Tory
peers, and refusal even to be civil to them, were merely
external signs that the Tories were to be excluded from
office. The sympathies of the first two Georges were
entirely with the Whigs. The third George made an
attempt to be rid of party domination; an attempt
which proved unsuccessful and, it may almost be said,
disastrous.

George 1. was not a remarkably intelligent man,
but he knew perfectly clearly the limits of his power.
It seems strange that he should have been . , .

. . King's igno-
allowed to grow up entirely ignorant of the rance of
English language, especially when we con. Erglish.
sider that his mother was an accomplished linguist.
But not until the death of Qucen Anne’s son, the young

Whigs only.
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Duke of Gloucester, did there seem to be any prospect
that the English throne would pass to the House of
Hanover ; and when the Duke of Gloucester died George
was well over forty, and at that age most men do not take
kindly to grammars and exercise books. In consequence
of King George’s ignorance of English it was futile for him
to preside at mcetings of the Cabinet, and exceedingly
difficult for him to understand the character of bills to
be proposed or measures to be taken. The result was
that the position of the Sovereign was changed, and,
according to the French epigram, henceforth the Eng-
lish King was a constitutional king who reigns, but does
not govern.

As King George could not hold the balance between
the two parties he leant wholly to one, and from this
Constitu.  time forward government by one party at
tonal king.  a time became the rule in English politics.
In the reign of William III. and Anne there had been
an approximation to this state of things, but the change
was now complete. In one department only of public
affairs did the King still keep and exercise influence—
the relations with foreign governments. In the foreign
policy of the nation King George had a considerable and
not in all respects a salutary power. Naturally, but
unfortunately, England became involved in quarrels
which concerned Hanover rather than England.

This was shown in a matter that took place very
shortly after the beginning of the reign. Bremen and
tremenand  Verden are two districts upon the river Weser,
Verden.  lying hetween Ianover and the sea. They
had been independent bishoprics, but at the end of the
Thirty Years’ War had fallen to Sweden as part of her
share of the spoils. For over sixty years they continued
outlying possessions of Sweden ; at the end of that time
they had been conquered by Denmark, whilst Charles
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XII. King of Sweden, defeated by Russia at the battle
of Pultowa, remained in voluntary exile in Turkey,
The King of Denmark offered to sell them to George
for the sum of 150,000/, on condition that Hanover
would join Denmark against Sweden. The purchase
was made, no one thinking of taking into account the
feclings of the unfortunate inhabitants, who, as Germans,
would very likely have preferred Hanover; and an
English fleet was sent into the Baltic, but luckily never
came to fighting. Nevertheless it was evident that
England was risking the chance of a war with Sweden
for the sake of Hanover; and there was little rcason
for wonder when Charles XII., having in a manner
worthy of a hero of romance returned from Turkey,
declared that he would help the Pretender.

According to old English law the death of a king or
queen involved the dissolution of Parliament. The
lawyers argued that the reigning Sovereign 1 Parlia-
was the head of the Parliament, and the ™t
head failing, the whole body was extinct. But shortly
before the accession of George I., in the reigns of
William III. and of Anne, the fear of a dispute as to
the succession was so strong that practical needs
overcame the arguments of the lawyers, and new
statutes were passed, allowing the Parliament in being to
continue for a period of six months after the death of the
Sovereign. On the very day that Queen Anne died,
albeit a Sunday, Parliament met. The members took
the oaths to King George, and proceeded to vote dutiful
addresses. The civil list, or income allowed to the
Sovereign, was fixed at 700,000/.—the saimne amount as
under Queen Anne—though the Tories, anxious to win
the favour of the new King, wished to raise the amount
to a million. There chanced to be some arrears of pay
due to the Hanoveriantroops. When in 1712 the English
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troops under the Duke of Ormond had been withdrawn
from the army of the grand allies, the Hanoverian troops
in English pay refused to obey orders, counting the with-
drawal as a desertion in the face of the enemy. A great
dispute arose as to their pay. The Tories, who wished
the war closed and admired the withdrawal of the English
troops, had voted resolutely against the payment of the
Hanoverians. The Whigs, who were all for Marlborough
and the war, admired the conduct of the Hanoverians,
and wished to pay them. But circumstances alter cases,
and, the ruler of Hanover having beccome King of
England, the motion to pay the troops was carried with-
out opposition. A reward of no less than 100,000/ was
offered to anyone who should seize the Pretender in case
of his landing  The Parliament was then prorogued.

After the King’s arrival; and within the six months
allowed by the law, the Parliament was dissolved by pro-
General clamation, and a new Parliament called. In
election.  the proclamation by which the new Parliament
was sumnioned, the ministers most improperly invited
the electors in their choice of candidates ¢ to have a par-
ticular regard to such as showed a firmness to the Pro-
testant succession when it was in danger.” The result of
the general election was a large Whig majority, and during
the remainder of this reign and through all the next
the Whigs had exclusive possession of power.

With a new reign and a new House of Commons, it
would have been wise to have made a fresh start ; but the
Revenge on Whig ministers were unwilling to forego an
;le?;y minis- opportunity for revenge. At the beginning of

the first session a committee of the House of
Commons was appointed to consider all the circumstances
relating to the treaty of Utrecht. This committee did
its work elaborately, for the reading of its report
occupied five hours, and on conclusion of the reading
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it was determined that Bolingbroke and Oxford should
be impeached for their share in the treaty. A few days
later it was likewise determined to impeach the Duke
of Ormond, the general who had withdrawn the troops
from the allied army. Impeachment means prosecution
by the House of Commons before the House of Lords.
Bolingbroke had apparently gauged the temper of the
House, for he fled the country even before the report
of the committee was made. The Duke of Ormond
fled also, but Robert Harley, Earl of Oxford, the late
Prime Minister, stood his ground, and was committed
to the Tower. The story goes that Ormond before flying
urged Oxford also to escape, and being unable to per-
suade him took his leave with the words, ¢ Farewell,
Oxford without a head,’ to which the reply came at once,
‘Farewell, Duke without a duchy.’ Oxford preserved
his head, but Ormond lost his duchy, for the trial of the
former before his peers was delayed over a space of two
years, during which the Jacobite rising was entirely sup-
pressed and a change in the direction of clemency had
come over the minds of the ministers. At the end of the
two years the charges were dropped and Oxford released.

Against Bolingbroke and Ormond in their absence
bills of attainder were passed.

These proceedings were highly impolitic, if, indeed,
they were not absolutely unjust. The treaty of Utrecht
was made because the English people were
tired of the war with France. The manner
of bringing about the treaty was in the highest degree
unsatisfactory : the treatment of the allies was dishonour-
able. The Duke of Ormond, when appointed to succeed
Marlborough as Commander-in-Chief, received definite
orders, known as the ‘restraining orders,’ by which he
still appeared to be fighting on the side of the allies
whilst in reality he wasto carry on no operations against

Not wise,
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the French. But Ormond as a soldier had to obey
orders ; and the conduct of the two munisters, Harley
and Bolingbroke, however disgraceful, had been known
to and approved by two distinct Parliaments. These con-
siderations should have saved them from prosecution :
but the violence of the Whigs helped to drive the Tories
into more violent opposition. Bolingbroke, it is believed,
was quite willing to let bygones be bygones, and would
have accepted oltice under King George. Within twelve
months of his accession he received the seals as Secre-
tary of State to the Pretender, joining himself to the
mock court which the latter maintained at Paris.

CHAPTER V.
THE FIFTEEN.

THERE can be little doubt that the confirmed Jacobites
were ready, at any time after the death of Queen Anne,
Attempts to to make an attempt to restore the Stuarts.
restoie the  What may be doubtedis whether theirnumbers
Stuarts, were sufficient to justify such an attempt by
giving it any chance of success. During the first year of
the new King’s reign his decided and manifest inclination
towards the Whig party and the vindictive treatment of
the Tory leaders had, by swelling the ranks of the dis-
contented, given the attempt a much better, and indeed
its only, chance. From the date of the revolution, known,
from its bloodless character, as the Glorious Revolution,
to the time when the hopes of the Jacobites were crushed
in the defeat of Culloden, and by the cruel punishment
which followed it—a period of fifty-eight years—constant
were the efforts made to restore the exiled family. Such
efforts may be classed under two heads. For the first
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twenty-five years of this period England was for the
most part at war with France, and the hope of the
Jacobites lay in the defeat of their country. At the begin-
ning of the first war, which lacks a recognised name, but
may be known as the War of the First Grand Alliance,
Ireland held out vigoiously for James II. until the battle
of the Boyne and the pacification of Limerick destroyed
his power there. The Highlands of Scotland held out
under the heroic Dundec until the victory of Killiecrankie
proved through his death worse than a defeat. The re-
mainder of that war was a sort of drawn combat. Though
William often lost battles his antagonists gained little
by their victories. In the second war, the War of the
Spanish Succession, which Lewis’ recognition of James’
son as King of England contributed no httle to bring
about, the military genius and splendid successes of
Marlborough gave no hope for final victory to France or
restoration by the French of the Stuart dynasty. When
the treaty of Utrecht closed that war James, the old
Pretender, had to retire from France and take refuge in
Lorraine. Baffled in the hope of help from abroad,
more attention was given to rebellion at home. Once
in Queen Anne’s reign, when the unpopularity of the
Union still made the Scotchmen sore, an attempt was
made, which failed, first, because, when his adherents
were ready, the Pretender, then nearly twenty, had the
measles ; when he had recovered from the measles,
and came to Scotland, the adheients on shore weie
not ready. But after all Anne was a Stuart, half-sister
of the Pretender ; whilst her successor, though great-
grandson of a Stuart king, can hardly be called a Stuart
Stronger attempts, therefore, might fairly be expected.
In this volume accounts of two will be found, neither
of them despicable, either of which with a little more
effort, a Hhttle more well-directed energy, might have
M, H, D
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succeeded. They are called after their dates — the
Fifteen and the Forty-five. The Fiftecn was the rising
of the old Pretender, James Francis Edward, against
George 1.; the Forty-five was the rising of his son,
Charles Edward, the young Pietender, against George 11.
It will be shown that the latter was the more formidable
of the two.

Bolingbroke, after his flight from England, had been
made chief adviser of him whom his fiiends called James
I11., his enemies the Pretender, and whom
those who were neither called by the neutral
name of the Chevalier de St. George. Bolingbroke knew a
good deal about the discontent in England, and believed
that with a French force of moderate strength as a nucleus
a rising might be made simultaneously in Scotland
and in several parts of England. By representations
made to King Lewis XIV., he very nearly succceded
in bringing about a war between France and England,
Bolingbroke himself afterwairds declared that had Lewis
lived such a war would have broken out within six
months. But Lewis’ life was an insccure foundation
upon which to build, and his death destroyed any hopes
of assistance from France. The Regent, his successor,
was determined to be friendly with England.

In the United Kingdom the head of the Jacobite party
was John, Earl of Mar, a nobleman whose nickname,
John, Earl Bobbing John,’ tells us his character. He
of Mar had changed his side several times, and if he
could have obtained office from King George would have
remained, apparently at least, a loyal subject. But King
George received the Earl with insult, and even turned
his back upon him as he offered homage on the occa-
sion of the King’s landing. Mar, though once a Whig,
had been manager for Scotland as Secretary of State in
the time of Tory sway at the end of the late reign  Sore

Bolingbroke.
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at the deprivation of office, he joined the Jacobites, by
whom he was thought to have great weight in Scotland.
But though a cunning politician, and skilled in intrigue,
he was too selfish as well as too unskilful in matters of
war to be the leader of a successful 1ebellion.

One day he attended a levée held by King George ;
next day he left London, in disguise, on boaid a collier
bound for the north. Having rcached his home
in Abcideenshire, he issued invitations to a
great hunt. After a stirring speech from their inviter,
those who were assembled took an oath of allegiance to
Mar as geneial for King James. A few days later, on
September 6, the standard was raised for the Chevalier.
It was noticed as an evil omen that the gilt ball fell down
from the top of the pole. The insuirection soon spread,
almost all the Highlanders being for the descendant of
their ancient kings.

A great success nearly fell to the share of the rebels
within the first thice days. A plot had been set on foot
by some fiiends of the cause in Edinburgh to g purgn
seize Edinbuigh Castle. A sergeant and two Castle,
privates of the gariison were bribed or cajoled to admit
Jacobite soldicis withm, and a time was fixed for scaling
the walls when one of these three would be the sentinel.
The cause of failure should be told in the words of a
contemporary, it being premised that for a conspiracy to
succeed secrecy and punctuahty are absolutely necessary.
¢‘’They were so far from carrying on their affairs privately
that a gentleman, who was not concerned, told me that
he was 1n a house that evening where eighteen of them
were diinking, and heaird the hostess say that they were
powdering their hair for an attack on the castle’ The
result of the ¢ powdering’ was that the attacking party
arrived too late : the sentinels were being changed, and
news of the attempt had meanwhile been conveyed to

D

The rising.
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the garrison through the sister-in-law of one of the con-
spirators.

Bolingbroke had given his opinion that Scotland must
not rise without England ; England would not rise with-
out aid fiom France; and aid from France
was not at present to be evpected. There
can, however, be no doubt that the IZarl of Mar expected,
when he began the rebellion in Scotland, that risings
would take place in England at the same time or follow
very soon. This opinion was shared by the English
ministers, who promptly arrested all noblemen, promi-
nent men, and gentlemen, and sent soldiers to all towns
suspected of being on the Jacobite side. This was the
occasion when ¢ the King to Oxford sent a troop of horse.'
In Bristol and in Plyimouth arms were seized, and horses
which the Jacobites had got ready; active Jacobites
were arrested. In November the Duke of Ormond,
unwisely driven into exile, came across the
Channel with a following of less than forty, ex-
pecting that James’ friends would rally round him. He
landed in Devonshire, but, finding no one to join him,
was obliged to retuin. A little later the Duke started
again, but this time he was driven back by a storm.

But though Ormond’s attempt at an insurrection in
the west of England was thus defeated by the vigilance

Northof ©Of the ministers, there was one part of Eng-

England. ]and, not at that time as influential as Oxford
or Devonshire, though not far behind them in import-
ance—the north—in which the Jacobites had a much better
chance. Their natural leader there was James Ratcliffe,
Earl of Derwentwater, a young Roman Catholic noble-
man, with laige estates and great influence in the north.
He was at this time only twenty-four, had been brought
up in France, and had family sympathy with the Stuauts,
for his mother was an illegitimate daughter of €harles II.

England.

Ormond.
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Mr. Forster, member for Northumberland, and this young
nobleman determined to raise their part of the country
for James. They headed a small force—¢a handful of
Northumberland foxhunters’—as Sir Walter Scott calls
it.  Shoitly afterwards they were joined by some
Scotch Jacobites from over the Border, and after a little
hesitation marched down into Lancashire, Mr. Forster
being elected gencral. The Bishop of Cailisle and
the Lord-Licutenant of Westmoreland tried resistance,
called out the militia, but the militia were frightened at
the insurgents and ran away m a panic. Southwards
the little Jacobite army maiched as far as  p e of
Preston, gathciing numbers, if not strength,  Preeton.
as they went ; but being shut into the town of Preston by
the 1oyal troops they were compelled ignominiously to
surrender. It is even said that Mr. Forster, the general,
when he heard of the approach of the royal troops had
so little idea what to do that he went to bed !

On the same day as the surrender of Preston (it was
Sunday, November 17) took place the battle of Dunblane,
or Sheriffmuir. The Duke of Argyle was the  Bagte of
general whom the mumisters in London had Shenffimuir.
chosen to command the King’s men in Scotland. It was
a good choice. Head of one of the most powerful Scotch
clans, the Campbells, and believed to be true to the cause
of King George, he was a good and experienced general as
well as an able statesman. The Duke, however, had not
at first large forces at his disposal, and when the battle
was fought the rebels were at least three to one. The
smaller force amounted to about 3,300, of whom a third
were cavalry; but the smaller force was the better
disciplined as well as the better commanded. On
the previous night the Royalists occupied the town of
Dunblane. The battle was fought on a moor to the east of
the town, ‘where the sheriff used to exercise his militia.
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Both sides were anxious to engage. Each commander-
in-chief took the right wing of his own army. On
Argyle’s right lay a morass, which usually could not
be crossed ; as, however, there had been a recent hard
frost, he ventured to send a squadron of horse over 1t,
and thus outflanked the enemy. Although the Jacobites
fought bravely, they were beaten back. Meanwhile,
upon the other wing, Mar was mecting with a success
like that of his opponent. A fierce charge of the High-
landers, maddened by the sight of the fall of a much-
loved leader from the first fire of the Royalists, drove
all before them. Taiget for defence and broadsword for
slaughter soon did the work; in a few minutes the
Royalists on the left wing were routed. Never, perhaps,
was a stranger battle : each right wing was triumphant,
each left defeated. It was said of the Duke of Argyle
that he was not letting his left hand know what his right
hand was doing. The truth was that his aide-de-camp
was killed galloping across. When the victorious right
wings found that the success was theirs alone, they faced
about and returned to the battle-field. Mar had larger
numbers and the better position, but not having the
courage to recognise this truth, nor to act upon it, he gave
the order to retreat, one of his own followers exclaiming,
¢Oh for one hour of Dundee!’” The following lines are
from a ballad written upon the battle :—

There's some say that we wan,
Some say that they wan ;

And some say that none wan at a', man ;
There's but ae (one) thing, I'm sure,
That at Sheriffmuir

A battle therc was that I saw, man :
And we ran, and they ran,
And they ran, and we ran,
Aud we ran, and they ran av.a’, man,
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It is usual to call this a drawn battle, but the Royalists
gained more than the Jacobites. They had fewer slain
fewer prisoners; they took cannon and stand- End of
ards, and on the day after the battle the Sioich
Duke was upon the field ready to engage "s"&
again. But the Highlanders were not ready, and soon
melted away. In this campaign, as well as in the
rebellion of the Forty-five, it must be remembered that
Highlanders are glorious soldiers to fight a battle with,
but, until they come under the discipline of a regular
army, the worst soldiers in the world for a whole cam-
paign. Their undoubted bravery and their personal
strength, as well, perhaps, as their quaint appearance
and wild shouts, made them formidable fighters. But
their jealousy of other clans, even if they had not bitter
feuds with them, was certain to produce disunion, and,
too proud to yield for the common good, the formidable
Highland army would vanish away. In their onslaught
they may be compared to a resistless snow storm n
their own mountains ; but if their enemies could wait,
the Highland clans became like the same snow under the
genial influence of the midday sun.

Whilst Mar was domg his ineffectual best to keep the
Highlanders together, whilst many of those who re-
mained were beconming anxious to treat, and Late arrival
the King’s ministers, successful in stamping °f James.
out rebellion in England, were in a position to send
strong reinforcements, including some Dutch regiments,
to the north, the Chevalier landed. Mar’s raising of the
standard was on September 6; the Prince did not
arrive until December 22. It was not his fault that he
was late. He had hoped more from Ormond’s attempt
in the west of England, and when on its failure he
wanted to sail to Scotland, English cruisers and contrary
weatherr had prevented him. But it certainly was a



40 The Early Hanoverians. A.D. 1715

musfortune for his cause. Expecting to find a large High-
land force, he found a small one. The spirit was gone
out of the attempt, and he was not the man to bring it
back again. All the princes of the House of Stuart from
the time of James I. may be desciibed as obstinate in ac-
tion and unwise in selection of advisers; but many of them
were genial, witty, lively, and could inspire enthusiasm.
This prince, however, was grave, even gloomy ; and his
presence added nothing to the success of his cause.
Bitterly disappointed, he had not the good sense to hide
his disappointment, and on one occasion even shed tears.
His speeches were full of complaints that he had been
deceived. ¢For him it was no new thing to be unfortu-
nate, since his whole life, fiom his cradle, had been a
constant series of misfoitunes.’” As the Royalists ad-
vanced, the Highlanders, much to their disgust, received
orders to retreat, and James was induced by his own
friends, after a sojourn in Scotland of little more than six
weeks, to return to France. When their prince was gone
the insurgents dispersed. Five months had not passed
since the beginning of the insurrection.

When the rebellion was over the rebels who were
prisoners were certainly treated with clemency. Scven
peers were tiied, were found or pleaded guilty
of treason, and condemned to death ; but of
these only two were beheaded, the Earl of Derwent-
water being one. The vast estates of the former
were confiscated and bestowed on Greenwich hospital, a
place for broken-down seamen, and the revenues of the
Derwentwater estates are still used for pensions to
sailors. Of the others threc were pardoned and two
escaped from the Tower. The story of the escape of
one nobleman is romantic. His wife came to visit him,
and he escaped in her clothes.

Of the inferior offenders it may be noted that Mr.

Punishment.
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Forster escaped from prison. Of the soldiers twenty-two
were hanged 1n Lancashire and four in London. Many
of the others were transported to the colonies in America,
and it is said that when the War of Independence broke
out their descendants took the King’s side ; so far were
they, at least, from any feeling that after ‘the Fifteen’
“the violence of thc Whigs dyed the royal ermine with
blood.” Probably unsuccessful rebels were never so
leniently treated.

After the suppression of the insurrection the attention
of the Government was naturally turned to mecasures
that would prevent the recurnience of a rising go.dsin the
in the Highlands. The best of all the mea- Highlands.
sutes was exceedingly simple—the providing good roads
throughout the Highlands. ‘The advantage of these
excellent roads was that they cnabled troops to be
speedily conveyed from point to point upon the first
news of arising. Hitherto it had bcen almost impos-
sible for any but trained mountaineers to travel, much
less to travel quickly. But it will at once be evident
that the roads would be used not only by troops : other
good results followed, the promotion of trade and the
spread of commercial intercourse. The roads were
chiefly made by soldiers under the command of Marshal
Wade. They gave rise to a famous couplet :

If you had seen these roads before they were made
You wou! ! hold up your hands and bless General Wade,

This, however, is not to be regarded as a bull, for a road
may be a road before it is a ‘made’ road.
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CHAPTER VL
SEPTENNIAL ACT AND PEERAGE BILL.

IN the April of the year that followed ‘the Fifteen’ the
ministers brought in and carried a bill extending the
Septennial  duration of Parliaments.  Originally the sove-
Act. reign could call and dissolve a Parliament
at his pleasure. The surviving members of the Long
Parliament met in the year of the Restoration, twenty
chequered years after their eventful election. Charles I1.
kept one Parliament together for seventeen years. Such
a power is evidently greatly in favour of the sovercign,
who, by selecting a moment of popularity, might
secure a Parllament to his hking, and keep it at a
time when it would no longer represent the fecling of the
nation. To prevent such a course the Triennial Bill
was passed a few years after the accession of William
and Mary, by which it was made compulsory that the
House of Commons should be re-elected every three
years. William’s title was too insecure for him to resist
even if he wished. But the Parliaments elected under
the Triennial Act had not been especially good Parlia-
ments, not less corrupt than others nor more zealous for
popular rights ; and now, with a rebellion just quelled
and with a sovereign personally unpopular, it was felt
that there would be no little danger in holding a gencial
election. The Septennial Bill, increasing the length of
life of a Parliament to seven years, was brought in to the
House of Lords, and carried through all its stages in both
Houses in a little over a fortnight. In each House there
was opposition to the measure, especially on the very
fair ground that this particular Parliament had no right
to extend its own duration, to which argumemnt there was
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no reply except the unanswerable plea of the public
good. A decided majority, however, passed the bill,
and there was no strong feeling on either side amongst
the people at large. The Septennial Act is still the law
of England, though custom has reduced the limit for a
Parliament’s duration from seven years to a period never
exceeding six ; even this limit a Parhament is generally not
permitted to reach. Though annual Parliaments formed
onc of the points of the people’s charter, there is at
present no considerable party that wishes to repeal the
Septennial Act Under it the House of Commons has
increased in strength, and the period of six or seven
years, with power in the hands of the sovereign to abridge
the time, though not to lengthen 1t, may be regarded as
a middle course between subserviency to the Crown
which a long-lived parliament might exhibit, and the
frequent shiftings of power through annual parliaments.
Some three years later an endeavour was made to alter
the constitution of the House of Lords.

The Peerage Bill was a proposal of the munistry to
limit the King’s prerogative in the matter of the creation
of peers. On the occasion of the treaty of
Utrecht, though theie was a majority in the
Commons in its favour, the majority in the House of
Lords was hostile to the treaty, for in that House the
majority was Whig. In the present day this would pro-
bably not endanger a treaty, but at the tune it was
thought so important to secure a majority in each House
that Harley—or, to give him his title, Lord Oxford—as the
Prime Minister, advised the Queen to make twelve new
peers to vote for the treaty, thus securing the desired
majority. A witty lord, in allusion to their number being
the same as that of a common jury, asked if the new
lords ‘voted separately or through their foreman.’ The
advice which Harley gave in this matter, as straining the

Peerage Bill.
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royal prerogative, was one of the charges upon which stress
was laid in the attack made upon him at the beginning
of the reign. The ministers now proposed that the King
should surrender the prerogative of making an unlimited
number of peers, and they persuaded King George to
give his assent to their proposal.  The Pecrage Bill pro-
vided that beyond the royal family the sovereign should
have power only to add six to the existing number,
though a new peer might be created whenever a peerage
became extinct. The bill further provided that the
system of electing sixteen representative peers of Scotland
should cease, twenty-five being called up at once to the
House of Lords, and the remaining Scotch peers being
summoned to take seats whenever one of thesc twenty-five
peerages became estinct.  This latter proposal, though
nowadays it would absorb almost all the Scotch pecrs,
who are not also peers of the United Kingdom, and might
therefore be held to be judicious, was shown to be hard
on the Scotch peers who would not be within the magic
twenty-five. Such peers have this peculiar disadvantage,
that they cannot sit in the House of Commons. But the
greater part of the opposition was directed against the
limitation of the peerage. If this principle had become
law it would have changed the character of the English
House of Lords, and converted it into a caste. It is the
glory of that House that by merit any cne may rise toit,and
that the son of a peer is a commoner ; whilst a younger
son, except of his own merit, will never be anything
else. Moreover, the creation of peers is a safety-valve
to the political machine. If the sovereign and the
Cominons be at one in favour of any measure, and the
Lords differ from them, this power, not necessarily used,
but held in reserve, would prevent a deadlock. On
one famous occasion it had this effect. The difficulty in
carrying the great Reform Bill would have bten much
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greater if this unwise Peerage Bill had been law. Natu-
rally the Lords liked it, for it increased the power of
each one of them individually, as well as of their House
collectively. It was equally natural that the Commons
1ejected the measure. Their action scems to have been
almost entirely due to Walpole, who insisted that the
Whigs in the Commons ought to oppose the measure,
and who led the opposition with a most eloquent speech.
His influence on this occasion may be said to have fore-
shadowed the fact that he was the coming leader.

It is interesting to remember, in conncction with the

conflict which raged over the Peerage Bill, that in the
war of pamphlets which all political measures g4 on and
produced, answering to modern leadingarticles, Steele.
a sort of literary duel was fought between Addison and
Steele. Once they had been close friends, but on this
occasion they wrote very bitterly of each other. Addison,
under the name of ¢ Old Whig,’ took the side of the Lords,
chiefly basing his support of the Bill on the creation of
the twelve peers. Steele called himself ¢ Plebeian,’ and
urged arguments similar to those of Walpole.

It was only a few weeks after this that Addison died.
Addison’s fame belongs to the world of letters, and rests on
the purity and delicacy of his writings, and on
the excellent influence which they enjoyed. He
was a remarkable instance of the way in which, in that
day, success in literature drew political position with it.
On the accession of King George, Addison was appointed
secretary to the Lords Justices who acted as a Council of
Regency until the King’s arrival. One of the common-
places of essayists is a story how, in drawing up the
address to the King, Addison hesitated so long in his
choice of words that at length the Lords Justices sent for
an ordinary clerk, who at once did what was wanted.
The obvicus answer has been given that a clerk would be

Addisou.
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likely to know the forms better than a minister ; and,
curiously enough, on the accession of George II. a
similar difficulty in drawing up an address was felt by no
less an official than the Speaker of the House of Com-
mons, It is probably true that Addison, though so re-
nowned a writer, was not a good minister, and a striking
remark of a modern historian' may here be quoted:
¢ What a good exchange of stations might have been
made by Swift and Addison ! Addison would have made
an excellent dean, and Swift an admirable secretary of
state.” This, at any rate, will not hurt the feelings ot
those jealous for literature, because Swift is as famous an
author as Addison. A serious drawback to usefulness
upon the Treasury bench in Parliament would have
arisen from Addison’s shy and retiring manner, if the
traditions be true that he is himsclf the silent ¢ Spectator’
of his famous book. Strange irony of fate, that the man
who described himself ‘living in the world rather as a
spectator of mankind than as one of the species, making
himself ‘a speculative statesman, soldier, merchant, and
artisan, without ever meddling with any practical part in
life,’ “resolved to observe an exact neutrality between the
Whigs and Tories,” should within seven years of penning
tnese words be made a secretary of state! Yet Addi-
son’s colleagues, no incompetent judges, must have
thought well of his business faculties and valued his
assistance, for he continually rose in place; and thiee
years from the beginning of the reign we find Addison
made one of the two secretaries of state. This office
answers to what we now call the Ilome Department.
In this position Addison did not distinguish himself
except for modesty and leniency ; but he had been re-
luctant to accept office, was in bad health all the while
that he held it, and resigned as soon as he could. Fifteen

1 Sir James Mackintosh .
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months after his resignation, and a few weeks after the
controveisy with Steele, Addison died. The story is
well known how, on his death-bed, he summoned his step-
son and former pupil, a wild young lord, that he might
see in what peace a Christian could die.

CHAPTER VIL
FRANCE AND SPAIN.

ON September 1, 1715, Lewis X1V., generally called
le Grand Monargue, died, and a cry of relief ran through
all tance. The reign of repression was over ; po.. of

men fclt that nothing which might follow could Lews XIV.
be worse than that which had been. The public re-
joicing went even to indecent lengths. The Jesuits
could with difficulty be protected fiom the public rage.
lewis XIV. was scventy-seven when he died. He had
begun to reign when he was only five years old, and nowa
little boy of the same age, his g