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unique poetical contributions, we beg leave to confer on you the title
of Lisan-ul-Hikmath and hope that you will accept it with pleasure.

We pray God that He may give you long life and keep the poetic
fire in you always alive. so that you may constantly serve your Country
and religion to the best of your ability.

We beg to remain,

Sir,
MADRAS, } Your ardent admire:s,
29th April 1920.) The Members of Moulans S8hatir’s Address Committee.

Pavar & Co., Madras.
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to the neglect of higher forms of poetry. The greatest of our
old lyric poets did nothing but set up idols of wordly 'beauty,
worship them with utmost devotion in the recesses of their hearts
and sing about them in mellifluous language. Without minimizing
the importance of the best lyrics in our literature, we cannot
but remark that the sole devotion to the lyric, in the long run
sapped originality and led to productions, mechanical and bizarre
and devoid of poetic vision. Ijaz-e-Ishq does not harp ad rauseum
to the same old tune or countenance worship in the same old
sanctuary, but sings of the love of Divine Unity and endeavours to
set up the temple of God over the ruins of Agnosticism which it has
destroyed. Our admiration for your poetical taleats Sir, is all the
more intense because in these days of Materialism they subserve the
highest purposes of our Religion, Ethics and Philosophy. Apart from
the technical beauties of the poem which are of great value, we highly
appreciate your attempt to divest Islam of the infiuences of European
Philosophy which have besmirched her face and to set forth promi-
nently as the ideal the love of Divine Unity which is the ultimate
source of all inspiration to our Religion, Philosophy, and Nationality.
We think that by your capabilities you are most suited to preach the
ideal to the ends of the earth for all times and for all ages and we are
sure that if your clarion voice is heard by all the people of the earth
they will give up their old ways and build for themselves a new temple
emblematic of the new vision.

It speaks high of Ijaz-e-Ishq that instead of the usual chronograms
it has elicited highest eulogies from poets and literary critics and it is
a matter of great satisfaction and pride to find that you, who have
been so much praised for your originality by Shibli, Hali, Akbar and
Igbal, belong to our Presidency, our Community and our Religion.

We are not unaware of the great interest you have been evincing
for a long time past in the religious amelioration and the political and
the educational advancement of the Muslims of this Presidency. You
are not one of those who love the solitude and who are always enve-
loped in their fancy : daily are you seen plunged in the bustle of life,
sharing with us equally life’s pleasures and sorrows. We think that
you would not have been so useful if you had belonged to the old
school of poets. Your manifold activities are the right concomitant of
¥our religious and philosopicial tenets, which are interspersed in all
that you have written.

o Im recognition df the great services which you have rendered to
Islamic Philosophy and Religion and to Modern Urdu Poetry by your
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will, from time to time, delight and benefit your fellow country-men by
that blessing. ‘Let your greatness grow and prosperity bei n your

days and nights.’

(7) Together with the title of Lisan-ul-Hikmath, addresses in Urdu
and English were also presented to me. The meetings prior to and on
the occacion of the presentation were presided over by * Khan Bahadur”
Mohammad Habibullah Sahib C. I. E. (then member of the Executive
‘Council) and “Khan Bahadur” Abdul Khuddus Badshah Sahib res-
pectively. The resolution was moved by “ Khan Bahadur” Moulvi
Tajamul Hussain Sahib, and seconded by Moulana Sharar Sahib,
Editor “Koumi Report” Professor Nayeemur Rahman Sahib M.A.,
(Arabic and Persian professor Government Mohammadan College)
“ Khan Sahib” Mohdmmad Usman Sanib B.A., Professor Syed Abdul
Qadir Sahib M.A., Moulvi Khaleelur Rahman Sahib, and Abdullah
Badshah Sahib B.A. The addresses were read by Moulana Sharar Sahib
and Professor Syed Abdul Qadir Sahib M. A, The eclite of the city
including Justice Sir Abdur Rahim attended the party.

The notice calling for the meeting was signed by 94 prominent
gentlemen consisting of members of the Legislative Council, high
officials, reputed men-of letters, leading merchants and eminent citizens
of Madras.

The A.ddress is as follows :—

To

Moulvi Muhammad Abdur Rahman Sahib Bahadur
“ Shatir.”

Sir,

On behalf of the Muslims of the Presidency of Madras, we hail you
as one of the greatest poets of Muslim India and beg leave to record
our high sense of appreciation of your rare poetical talents so
admirably displayed in ljaz-e. Ishq.

It is our sincere opinion that Ijaz-e-Ishq marks the beginning of a
new epoch in the history of our poetry; for oyr poetry ; till very
recently was one-sided and dominated by a partiality for the [yric
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(6) Some of the opinions about my work the Ijaz-e-Ishq are
given below translated: .

The Right Hon’ble. Syed Amir Ali, Member of His Majesty’s
Privy Council, and a great Oriental scholar writes from London :—

With my best compliment, be it known to you that your esteemed
letter with a copy of the ‘ljaz-e-'Ishq’ reached me for which I feel
obliged to you. I cannot express the pleasure I derived from a perusal
of your interesting and sublime ideas. Without exaggeration and
affectation I have to state that not only do I praise your novel mode of
composition and poetry, butthe veneration and esteem for you with
which I am impressed is due to your philosophic thoughts and minute
observations. May God grant you His guidance and cause the commu-
nity to derive benefit from you.

The Hon’ble Nawab Imadu’l-Mulk Bahadur Syed Husain Sahib
Bilgrami, C.S.I., ex-member of the Council of the Secretary of State for
India, and a great Oriental scholar writes :(—

I have received your kind note together with a copy of the poem
appropriately named ‘Ijaz-e-Ishq’. I am very much obliged to you for
the kindness that you should consider me a fit person for this invalua-
ble present. Ilack words to value your work in as much as it has
innumerable beauties both of language and meaning combined
together. Should a selection be made of it, I think, some verses may
be found eventually to be unique, not only for the originality of matter,
but also for the fluency of style, splendour of diction and propriety of
words. However highly we praise the °‘Ijaz-e-Ishq' it will be
insufficient. Consquently, taking into consideration the respectability
of your family, it would not be improper to call you the possessor of
double dignity (birth and attainments).

On receipt of a new edition, the same gentleman writes from
London :(—

Your kind letter reached me with a copy of the new edition of the
‘T jaz-e-‘Ishq’. While in India I read twenty pages of your grand work,
and was entertained and benfitted. In the present edition twelve pages,
or nearly 250 lines, have been added. The sense and style of them
are similar to those already written. But in these subsequent lines you
have added considerably to the philosophic element. These lines are
as replete with originality of thought as sugar cane is with juice. Do
not give up the cultivation of the God-gifted creative faculty and
excellence of expression with which you are endowed, and, I hope, you
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(4) The Government was pleased to grant me the following
pedigree certificate :—

No. 301 of 1899. August 4, 1899.

By permission of Government I do hereby certify that Muhax;lmad
‘Abdu’r-Rahman Sahib is the shadi son of the late Muhammed
‘ Abdw’l-Ghani, Khan Bahadur, shadi son of Sikundar Jang, shadi son
of Burhanu’n-Nisa Begam, shadi daugher of Delar Jang Shukohul-Mulk,
shadi son of * Abdu’l-Wahab, Khan Bahadur, brother of Nawab Walajah
of the Carnatic.

Muhammad ‘Abdu’r-Rahman Sahib is also connected by his
mother’s side, as the son of the late Ahmadun-Nisa Begam, daughter of.
Nawab Qadria Begam, daughter of His Highness the late A’zam Jah
Bahadur, the second titular Nawab of the Carnatic, who was the son of
His Highness Nawab A’zeemu’d-Dowlah Bahadur, son of Amiru’l-Umra
Bahadur, son of Nawab Walajah of the Carnatic.

(Signed) R. F.R. FORMBY. LIEUT. COL., L. A.
Acting Paymaster, Carnatic Stipends, Chepauk.

(5) The certificate of honour I received at the Coronation Durbar of
His Majesty King George V at Delhi, runs thus :—

By command of His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General
in Council this Certificate is presented in the name of His Most Gracious
Majesty King George V. Emperor of India, on the occasion of His
Majesty’s Coronation Durbar at Delhi to Muhammad ‘ Abdu’r-Rahman
Sahib Shatir, son of ° Abdv’l-Ghani, Khan Bahadur, in recognition of
his eminence as a Persian and Arabic scholar and his services
to education.

MADRAS, (Signed) HAROLD STUART,
December 12, I911. Acting Chief Secretary to Covernment of Madras.
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Foot Notes.

(1) The title of Lisan-ul-Hikmath (Voice of Wisdom) was bestowed
on me by the Muslim Public of Madras in April 1920, an incident
unprecedented in’Southem India.

(2) I was the only recipient of the title of Shams-u-Ulama, which
was conferred on His Majesty’s birthday in June 1920.

(3) My father Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani, Khan Bahadur,
great grandson of His Highness Nawab Walajah and grand son-in-law
of His Highness Nawab Azeemud Dowlah and His Highness Nawab
Azam Jah, received, when thirty eight years of age, in consideration of
his noble birth and rare mental facultie¢ and moral qualities, and in
spite of not having attended any school for a day, from His Grace the
Duke of Buckingham (Governor of Madras), a Deputy Collector’s post
to start with, a circumstance which has no parallel in the annals of this
Presidency. This office he held creditably for several years until
his death.

His poems in Arabic and Persian, composed in ecarly youth,
elicited the eulogies of the scholars of his day.

At the age of forty four he passed all the Special Test Examinations
required by his post. He was a fellow of the University of Madras.
The title of Khan Bahadur was conferred on him by the last Nawab of
the Carnatic when nine years old.

The following is the copy of a letter addressed to Mr. Webster by
the Hon’ble Mr. D. F. Carmichael, member of the Executive Council
regarding my father.

Ootacamund, October 21, 1882.
MY DEAR WEBSTER,

This is ‘ Abdu'l-Ghani, Khan Bahadur. Two vears ago, when
Government determined to give special help to Muhammadans, he was
selected though, then, thirty-eight as the most respectable and best
educated of the Carnatic family for a Rrobationary Deputy Collector.
First trial given at Cuddapah, afterwards Kishna where he is now.
But his health at Bundar is not good, and he wants a change to the
Southern Distzict. You will see Hors fall gives him a capital character.

Yours sincerely.
(Signed) D. F. CARMICHAEL.



A Statement concerning Lisan-ul-Hikmath (1)
Shams=ul-Ulama (2) Muhammad
Abdur Rahman Shatir, son of
Moulvi Md. Abdul Ghanl
Khan Bahadur (3).

I. Iam a member and stipendiary of the Carnatic Family (%)
being the great grandson of H. H. Nawab Azam Jah of
Carnatic and a direct descendant of Nasir grandson (son’s
son) of the great Caliph ‘Umar’ and the daughter’'s son of
Imam Hasan, the grandson of the great Arabian Prophet.
In the line of my ancestry are Farrugq Shah and Sulaiman
Shah, Kings of Kabul, and Shah Abbas Safavi, the famous
king of Persia.

II. Iam Agent to the Prince of Arcot G.C. L E., (G. O. 541 Pol.
dated 10th Oct. 1913), the Zamindar of Shayanavaram, an
Honorary Presidency Magistrate, a member of the Board of
Studies since 1909, an Examiner of the Madras University in
Arabic etc.,, since 1911 and a recipient of the Coronation
Durbar Medal and Certificate of Honour (5).

III. I was one of the few gentlemen who had the honour of a
private interview with H. E. the Viceroy and the Secretary
of State for India which was arranged by the Madras
Government.

IV. "1 am the author of several poems in Persian and Urdu including
the ‘Ijaz-e-Ishq’ (%) which has been a text book for the B. A.
Degree Examination of the Madras University. No work by
a Madras author has received such recognition since the
foundation of the Umversny ‘

V., The Muslim public of Madras presented me with an address (")”
and bestowed on me the tilte of Lisan-ul-Hikmath in
recognition of my literary attainments.
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