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PREFACE.

The following pages contain the subgance of the
course of Special Lectures delivered before the
University of Madras in January and February
of thisyear. | have a0 included in this course by
way of introduction two other lectures; thefirg of
thee was intended to be the inaugural lecture for
the University and the ssoond delivered on a previous
occason, both of them bearing directly on the subject
of thiscourse In oneor two cass thelecture as
delivered was revised to give it the necessary expan-
don to make it fuller. Otherwise the volume
contains no more than the special course of lectures.

The sources of matter for these lectures have
often been exploited by fits and starts, for various
purposes on occadons by different writers.  No one,
however, made a condructive critical attempt to
make these yidd the results they were capable df,
except the late Mr. Kanakasabhai Pillai of the
Madras Pogtal Service Hiswork, giving asit does
obvious evidence of great learning and consderable
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insight, still fell shortinthe essential particular that
each one of the sources tapped was not subjected to
a detailed criticism in respect of its historical worth.
Notwithstanding this defect it is monumental
work which deserves better of the Tamilian though
his conclusions may not all of them stand the test of
time and criticism. Since his time we have
advanced considerably, and most of the classics have
been edited critically by Pandits who deserve public
thanks for the labour and learning brought to bear
upon the work. Improvements are certainly possi-
ble and will surely come if some interest is evinced
in the results of that work. The names of Pandit
Mahamahopadhyaya Swaminatha Aiyar of Madras,
the late Pandit Binnattur Narayanaswami Aiyar of
Kumbhakonam and Pandit Rangaswami Aiyangar
of Vaniambadi deserve special mention in this
connection. It gives me the greatest pleasure to
acknowledge my obligation totheir work. | should
not forget, however, another labourer of an elder
generation, the late Mr. C. W. Thamotharam Pillai
to whose loving labours we are indebted for a num-
ber of Tamil works which otherwise would have
been ordinarily inaccessible.

In regard tothe late Mr. Kanakasabhai's work
a criticism was fashionable that his work was
4 patriotic". It was Johnsqn that said' Patriotism ia
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the last resort of the scoundrel/ This remark of
the great Doctor may have had its application in
his time and may not be altogether without it in
other times. The late Mr. Kanakasabhai might have
let his patriotism get the better of hisjudgment on
occasions. | have carefully tried to avoid laying
myself open to such a heavy charge. My trouble
has been the difficulty of making factsalready known
agree with those we may arriveat. Thisisatest not
always applied in recent investigations and both the
statement of facts so-called, and the suppressing of
those that may be inconvenient, have in some cases
gone together. | have tried scrupulously to avoid
both, though both errors of omission and commis-
sion are possible. Too much has been attempt-
ed to be made of epigraphical evidence recently, and
the late Mr. Venkayya's name was quoted against
me in the connection. | had known the late Mr.
Venkayya for near a score of years before his
lamented death, and | may even say that | am
obliged to him for a pait of the inspiration that
ultimately led me to this field of work. Mr.
Venkayya was in substantial agreement with me
in regard to the general position, but he had his
doubts as to the Sflappadikaram and Marjimekhal ai
being of the same age. | am almost certain that
had he lived now, hewould have accepted, the con-
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clusions | havearrived at. | leave the reader to
judge for himself in regafd to these conclusions ; all
| wish to state here is that | have not allowed
' patriotism ' to take command of evidence.

In regard to the evidence of this body of material
a few words may usefull)‘/ be said here. The whole
collection of literature that goes by the collective
name ' Sangam Works/ is of the nature of
anthologies with few exceptions. They were occa-
sional poems, the objects of which were generally
the celebration of the achievements of patrons.
Having regard to this character of theirs they are
sometimes very outspoken ; but generally they shew
atendency to' add another hue untotherainbow.' It
is, however, easily possible to allow for the panegyrist
in the poet. These poems fall into two classes
according to the conventions of Tamil Rhetoric.
Those relating to the' field of action' are direct
and connect themselves with specific events and
incidents in the life of the patron. Those' dealing
with emotion' are less direct in regard to the
points of reference, but they have to celebrate
something connected with the achievements of the
actual patron addressed or that of his ancestors.
Judiciously used the latter provide material as
valuable as the former does. The only com-
parison -possible in.respect of these is the pre-
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Homeric lays or the bardic tales of the days of
chivalry in Europe, or even India. There are
about twenty collections that will go into this
class. Of these all but two of the more important
have been printed. The others remain yet to be
published.

In the use of this wealth of material, which
undoubtedly is of the nature of contemporary evid-
.ence, what isrequired is such a general study as
would give an idea of the ' general lie of the land '
befor e specific use of the material is attempted. Much
of the work that is generally done suffers from a
want of this preliminary equipment. In the
following pages | have had it before me all the
time to avoid this. How far | have achieved
success, it is not for meto say.

| take advantage of this preface to make clear
two points in the work which seem ambiguous. On
p. 48 Pinna Timma isreferred to as the grandson
of Ramaraja. This latter islikely to be understood
as the Ramaraja woo fell at Talikota. The next
following sentences seem to confirm this impression.
Both Pinna Timma and Rama of Talikota were
alike grandsons of another Rama Raja, who served
with distinction under Narasa and hisson Vita—
Narasimha. PinnaTimma and his brother Vittala
wer e fisst cousins of Ramardja, and conducted the



X PREFACE.

expedition to the South and organised the Madura
Province under Sadasiva and Ramaragja. The next
point calling for remark here ison p. 223 where the
first sentence, beginning on this page, refers to the
absence of mention of Pattini in the poem under
discussion. It is quite likely that this was due to
the fact that this poem was written before Sengufc-
tuvan's northerninvasion and the building of the
temple of Pattini which came after the 50th year
of his reign, when the others of his achievements
discussed had become well known—(vide Silappadika-
ramcanto X X V 11 11. 118-128 & 11 165-175).

| have the greatest pleasure here in acknowledg-
ing my obligations to the Syndicate of the Madras
University for having sanctioned the expenses of
copying for my use the AhananGru manuscript in
the Government Manuscripts Library ;toRai Sahib
H. Krishna Sastrigal for his kindness in lending
me the impressions and the office transcripts of two
valuable Pandya grants: namely the Velvikkudi
grant, and the larger Sinnamanur Plates; and to
Pandit Maha. Swaminatha Aiyar for having been at
the trouble to copy and supply me with two of the
valuable poems in the collection from his excellently
collated text of the Ahanantru. | am equally
obliged to Mr. M. K. Srinivasa Aiyangar, the Pro-
prietor of the Modern Printing Works, for having
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cheerfully undertaken the publication of this work,
and for having done it so well, putting the work
through the Press in less than three weeks. One
of my research students, Mr. N. R. Sattanathan,
B. A. (Hons) took the trouble of preparing the
index and the errata which it was found impossible
to avoid owing to the rapidity with which the work
went through the Press. | acknowledge with
pleasure my indebtedness to him for these good
offices.

Mannas. 1
1st March 1918. S.  KRISHNASWAMI AIYANGAR.






CONTENTS.

RESEARCH IN INDIAN HISTORY
THE VALUE OF LITERATURE

"SOUTH INDIA A DISTINCT ENTITY

MAURYAN INVASION OF SOUTH INDIA
THE DAWN OF THE CHRISTIAN ERA
CHRONOLOGY: TAMIL LITERATURE
THE AGE OF PARANAR
TALAIYALANGANAT-TUP-PANDYAN
ASTRONOMICAL &C. CONSIDERATIONS
APPENDIX

CONCLUSION

PACE.

33
59

.. 104
161
211
240
287

- 331

.. 349






INTRODUCTORY
I

RESEARCH IN INDIAN HISTORY

WHAT HISTORY 1B

' HISTORY is fable agreed upon' was how
history was understood at one time when the
idea of history primarily asa piece of lite-
rature held sway. We have since gone a long
way from that position. Without attempting
to sat forth what history is, a task which
baffled the genius of far greater men than
| am, | may make an extract from one of the
leading thinkers of the day on matters ger-
mane thereto, to gain an idea of what is
actually understood by the term. Lord Mor-
ley hasit in his Noteson Politics andHistory,
' History, in the great conception of it, has
often been compared to a mountain chain
seen far off in a clear sky, where the peaks
seem linked towards one . another towards
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the higher crest of the group. An ingenious
and learned writer the other day amplified
this famous image, by speaking of a set of
volcanic idands heaving themselves out of
the s;q, at such angles and distances that
only to the eye of a bird, and not to a sailor
cruising among them, would they appear as
the heights of one and the same submerged
range. The salor is the politician. The
historian, without prejudice to monographic
exploration in intervening valleys and ascend-
ing dopes, will covet the vision of the bird.'

SHORTCOMINGS OF HISTORICAL STUDY

Discussing the distinction between ancient
and modern history on this basis, Lord Hor-
ley passes on to some of the shortcomings of
historical study at the present time, and
makes the following observations comment-
ing on specialization: "We may find comfort
in the truth that though excess of e
cialization is bad, to make sciolism into a
system isworse. In reading history it is one
common fault to take too short measure of
the event, to mistake some early scene in
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the play as if it were the fifth act, and so
conceive the plot all amiss. The event ia
only comprehended in its fullest dimensions,
and for that the historic recorder, like or
unlike the actor before him, needs insight
and imagination”. Further on, the same great
authority nays: 'All agree that we have no
business to sesk more from the past than the
very past itself. Nobody disputes with Cicero
when he asks : "Who does not know that it is
the first law of history not to dare aword that
is fase ? Next, not to shrink from a word that
istrue- No partiality, no grudge." Though
nobody disputes the obvious answers, have a
majority of historical practitionerscomplied ?

HISTORY OF HINDU INDIA

These extracts are quite enough to indicate
on the one hand what history is according to
the most enlightened modern opinion and on
the other, what difficulties confront a labourer
—a journeyman labourer—in the vast fields
of that history in India as yet but little
explored. Even from the coveted height of
the eagle if one casts his eyes upon the
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history of Hindu Indiaone leek—one hardly
tees enough even of the volcanic islands, and
the few that he might be able to see, one fedls
he sees but too dimly through themist of age
and increasing distance. It isnotorious that
India‘has but little history of her own.

WANT OF CHRONOLOGY

It was the illustrious historian of India,
Elphinstone, that observed in 1839 that, in
regard to Indian History, 'no date of a public
event can be fixed before the invasion of
Alexander; and no connected relation of the
national transaction can be attempted until
after the Muhammadan conquest. Cowell
extended the application of this caution to
the whole of the Hindu Period, writing as he
did in 1866- Duringthe next half century we
have advanced from this position a long way
indeed, and VINCENT A. SMITH'S Early Hustory
of India is the most substantial vindication of
the possibility of compiling aconnected history
of Hindu India, but even so much advance
does not invalidate the first part of Elphin-
stone's dictum.
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AN OXFORD CHAIR FOB INDIAN HISTORY
ONLY BRITISH CONNECTION

It is nearly half a century snce, that the
first attempt was made at Oxford to institute
a chair or something near it, for the study of-
Indian History ; but the work of this founda-
tion was, however, limited tothe history of the
British connection with India. Theinaugural
address ddivered in January 1914 by the
present occupant of thisposition, Rev. William
Holden Button, B. D., contains the following
appeal anent this question : He (the Reader)
isinstructed by statute to lectureon " The
Bise, Growth and Organization of the
British Power in India." This leads me to
say what | think very much neads saying to-
day. It is a grievous weakness in the Uni-
vergty's provison for learning that there is
nothing done for the study of Indian History
in ancient.and mediaeval times. | should like
to direct the attention of those who have the
control of the Chancdlor's Fund to this
srange omisson. A period of the world's
history. of extraordinary interest and of really
enormous importance is entirely neglected in
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our provision for learning, education and re-
search. It is true that we have distinguished
scholars who have, from time to time, dealt
with a part of this subject, such as Professor
Macdonnell and Mr. Vincent A. Smith; but
the former has already a subject so wide
that only his knowledge and energy could
adequately deal with it, while the latter has
| deeply regret to say, no official position in
our midst.
NO PROVISION FOR GENERAL INDIAN
STUDIES

Purely Indian History, with its literature
and philosophy, Indian Geography, historical
and descriptive, (except so far as | am told
to dea with it) a subject of extraordinary
fascination in itself, Indian archeology, are
unprovided for in this University. In spite of
the generosity which created, and has, from
time to time, enriched the Indian Institute, it
still fails to play the important part it might
play, and was intended to play, in the educa-
tion at Oxford. What the Chancdlor of the
University said in 1909 is, | am afraid, still
true.
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THE INDIAN INSTITUTE

' The Institute has not in any appreciable
degree provided a meeting-ground for the East
and West, or a place of socia intercourse
between English and Indian students- Its
Museum has failed 'to bring together a
typical collection of objects suited to educat-
ional purposes and sufficiently complete to
give afair idea of the industrial occupations,
domestic and religious customs of the people
subject to our rule;’ or 'to present a fair
epitome of India, eminently attractive not
only to indologists, but to ethnologists and
anthropologists of all nationalities.” The
scheme of constant lectures by distinguished
Anglo-Indian administrators and Orientalists
which started under happy auspices, has fallen
into desuetude. The Institute posseses no
permanent endowment, and is ill-provided in
respect of staff and attendance/ besides being
quite unable to extend its sphere of influence/
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THE DEMAND OP THE GREATEST OF
OXFORD HISTORIANS (BISHOP STUBBS)

| believe that this is largely due to the fact
that we have still left unheeded the declaration
of the greatest of Oxford historians, made o
long ago as 1876, when Mr. Sidney Owen had
been teaching Indian History in Oxford for
eight years. 'At the present moment we
want', then said the Regius Professor of
Modern History (after proclaiming another
need which isstill, as| think mog disastroudy,
unsatisfied):—

" We want a permanent chair of Indian
History. The laboursof our friend, the present
Indian Reader, have shown us how thoroughly
that study, the importance of which can
scarcely be over-rated by Englishmen, falls in
with the current of our University work. |
say a permanent chair, because that is a
subject of permanent necessty, not a subject
like palasography or numismatology, in which
the labours of one good professor may serve
for two or three generations, and the endow-
ment of the man is of equal importance with
the endowment of the chair or study.
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That demand of Dr. Stubbs, made nearly
forty years ago, is not yet met. | appea to
those whose interest in India is real, who
desire that her history should be fully known
and rightly understood, who desire that she
should be recognised in her greatness among
the nations, to Indian princes, and to
Europeans who have made fortunes in India,
to provide for the creation of a Professorship
of Indian History in the University which is
already so clearly linked, and could be linked
more closely, to the Indian Empire.

THE SAME NEED FOR INDIA

This was the demand made for Oxford forty
years ago, alfeady provided with some kind
of equipment to meet this particular need.
Thanks to the Universities Act of 1904 and
the enlightened generosity of the Government
.of India it has become possible for us now to
think of doing something to reclaim that part
«af the history of our country of which the dist-
ant Oxford Professors of History shewed them-
selves so solicitous nearly half a century ago.
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THE MATERIAL AVAILABLE FOR MEETING
THISNEED

The difficulties that have to be overcome in
any work of research in this field are many
and require talents of the highest order over
awidefield of study. Broadly speaking the
sources of Indian History can be grouped into
three broad classes, namely \—

L Indian Literature [Traditionary and
Historical) ; :

IL Foreign Literature, chiefly the works
of travellers, &

I1l.  Archaeology, = Monumental,  Numi-
smatic and Epigraphic.
. INDIAN LITERATURE

The first of these classes fails naturally into
two groups, namely, (@ Ordinary literature,
embodying traditional history in regard to
striking incidents and personalities. These
find casua mention in works with no histori-
cal object of any kind and will be of invalu-
able servicein the construction of history. The
chief difficulty that besets the subject here
Is the absence of any chronological clue,
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which many of the classical worksof literature
want generally, either in Sanskrit or in our
Dravidian Vernaculars. There are some works
which, either in the preface or in acolophon at
the end of thework, giveinvariably the name
and ancestors of the author, sometimes also
the name and ancestry similarly of the patron ;
and occasionally the date of composition or
completion of the work. Where this clue is
available the work is of some value to
the historian—not generally for history as
it isordinarily understood, Political History—
but as throwing some side-light upon a social,
religious or other feature of general history

ARRANGEMENT UPON A CHRONOLOGICAL

SCHEME

The greater part of the literature of the
country has first of all to be carefully studied
critically and arranged on a well-planned
chronological scheme. This is true alike of
Sanskrit and Vernacular literature—the only
difference being that inregard to Sanskrit
some work has already been done, while in
regard to the Dravidian languages which are
of material importance to the history of this
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part of the country, the work has hardly re-
ceived attention except in very rare instances.
To the aspiring historian of South India this
will prove the first preliminary spade work
essential to any undertaking. He has unfor-
tunately to deal with not any one language but
with three, four or five languages, according
to the period and the locality to which he
directs his ambition and his attention. It is
here co-operation and combination, in the
shape of a school of workers in history is
required, each one of whom limiting his
ambition ta contributing to the main result
without specia recognition or reward for each
brick he might have directly contributed to
make.

PROFESSEDLY HISTORICAL WORKS

The next department of the literature of
the country that has here to be taken into
consideration is the purely historical litera-
ture—a department in which, so far as the
available materials go—India is peculiarly
weak, so much so that we often hear it sad
that the faculty for history is utterly absent
in India. Bearing in mind that history as w<
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understand the term now is practically the
work of nineteenth-century Europe, we can
still sy with justice that Europe, is well
provided with historical literature for many
ages and many countries. So it is even with
China. In regard to India we can hardly
say the same, and when we limit our vision
to the south we can almost say there is none
such at all. The absence of professed his-
tories does not necessarily imply the absence
of historical material in literature. There is
much of that kind of ore that can be mined
in literature, but it requires the smelting fur-
nace of criticism, with plenty of oxydising
material in the shape of chronological data
from other sources, and slag of confirma-
tory evidence to separate the facts from the
figments of imagination in which these get
embedded. Much of this is true even of the
few professed histories that we possess.  The
typical examples of such are Kalhana's Raja-
tarangini, Sapa's Harsha Gharitam and
Bilhana's Vikramankadeva Charitam for Sans-
krit, the Kongades'a Rajakkal in Tamil and
various other smaller historical pieces found
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in the Mackenzie Manuscripts collection.
There is the Rgjavalikathe in Kanarese, and
the various historical chronicles of Buddhist
history that we have for Ceylon,

THEIR VALUE ASHISTORICAL MATERIAL

Various other smaller compositions might
be brought under this class, as they deal
often with topics contemporaneous with the
writers themselves. These, however, and
most other of the works already referred to
had not thewriting of history as their object,
and would be more liable to the charge con-
tained in the quotation with which | started
that ' History is fable agreed upon.'" On the
whole these two connected sources do offer
to the critical student valuable historical
material, neglect of which would make any
history of the country, of a higher conception
or lower, ailmost impossible.

THE WORK THAT LIES AHEAD

Without entering into any detailed descrip-
tion of the various works of a historical cha-
racter, or attempting to appraise their relative
worth as contributing tohistory, 1. fed called
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upon to point out that the work that lies ahead
here, aimost immediately in front of us, isa
critical examination of these, and their pre-
sentation in the form of a connected descrip-
tion, so as ultimately to lead up to the writing
of a hand-book of literature for each of the
literatures of these Dravidian languages on
the lines of similar works for European
languages we have in such number and variety.
When thisis done it will be found that the
amplitude of the material available for history
Is much more than we imagine at first-sight,

IL FOREIGN SOURCES OF INDIAN HISTORY
GREEK

Passing ou to the next division, ' Foreign
sources of Indian History ' we have here a
very large number of contributories in regular
succession beginning almost with the Father
of History, Herodotus. For Northern India
we have a number of Greek accounts of
varying degrees of value historically from the
age of Herodotus to the days of Asoka almost,
and when this begins to fail, Chinese sources
begin to appear, about the beginning of the
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Christian era. Of the Greek sources | may
just mention besdes Herodotus, Ktesias,.
Megasthenes and Arrian, not to mention
Quinctus Curtius and Appollonious of Tyana.

CHINESE

Of Chinese sources there is the Chinese
Father of History Ssu-ma-ch'ien in the first
century B. c. and from that time a large
number of travellers came almost up to the
Muhammadan conquest. Of these we need
only mention the well-known ones, Fa-hien at
the beginning of the fifth century and Hiuen
Thsang in the middle of the seventh. Ex-
cepting this last none of the foreign sources,
cited above have anything but an occasional
reference to South India. There is besides
the recently discovered Tibetan sources which
have not yet been adequately worked up to
be of use to the student.

FOB SOUTH INDIA,

Under this head South Indiais not without
its own share of illumination from outside.
Megasthenes has a few references about the
south. Thereisthe Geographer Pliny, then
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comes in chronological order the unknown
author of the Periplus of the Erythraean Ses,
and then Ptolemy. Past this period we are
able to derive some valuable information from
Hiuen Thsang. Last of all there is Marco
Polo. For periods later than this we have
the Muhammadan travellers, some of them
are of very ‘great value, such as Ibn Batutah
and Abdur Razak. There are besdes a num-
ber of other European travellers that came to
some part of the southern coast or the interior,
Nicolo-dei-Conti who was a contemporary of
Deva Raya |, Varthema, the Portuguese
traders Nuniz and Paes, and others.

THESE SHED BUT INTERMITTENT LIGHT

With very few exceptions the light that
these throw upon the history of the country
is anything but continuous, and often the in-
formation- that we gain of the bet among
them can be regarded as of value only when
we have other sources of information to con-
trol them. All the same we owe it to them
that we have recovered a few bright chapters

of South Indian History, and we must acknow-
2
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ledge our obligations to the disinterested
labour of European savants to whom entirely
is due the credit of having made these avail-
able to us.

MUHAMMADAN HISTORIANS

| have so far not made any mention of the
Muhammadan historians as a class. For the
later period of Hindu History of South India
these historians are of considerable importance
as outside sources, though hitherto they were
the only sources. | class them as outside;
for none of them, of design, write the history
of any State of Hindu India. Such reference
as they make are only incidental and bring
them in in the course of the history of the
particular Muhammadan State or States whose
history they attempt to write. These again
have been made available for use by us by an
elder generation of European scholars, though
there is still room for good scholarly work
left upon these.



BESEARCH IN INDIAN HISTORY  1ft

ARCH"OLOGICAL SOURCES .
(I) MONUMENTAL

We come last of all to the sources achaso-
logical. These have been divided into (1)
monumental, (2) numismatic and (3) epi-
graphic.

These monuments in the shape of buildings/
temples and structures of various kinds throw
very condderable light upon thereligion, art
and civilization in generd of the particular
period to which they belong. They dso let
us in into the secrets of history in regard to
the various inlluences, foreign or local, that
may have had operation in the production
of these monuments. To be ade to study
these monuments, these monuments must
exist. Sowork in this branch of archeology,
as anecessaxy preliminary, takes the character
of an organisation for the preservation of those
monuments that are visible ; then it requires
an organisation to carry on work in search for
new monuments, and the exposition of those
that may be available for study.
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PRIVATE EFFORT IMPOSSIBLE IN THISLINE
In a vast country like ours and having
regard to the character and condition of these
monuments as they are, this becomes particul -
arly a branch of study which does not lend
itself at all to private work in regard to its
first branch; the second branch of it, research
work in monuments, may to some extent be
done by private workers but even in thi6
branch organised work is sc necessary for
utility thatit is only rich societies or Govern-
ments that can undertake the conservation
and research work satisfactorily, where the
latter involve as in the case of the Taxila
excavations, or excavations carried on at
present at Patghpura, a large outlay of expen-
diture. After a period of neglect, work upon
this branch was undertaken by General Cun-
ningham in the sixties of the last century as
Director-General; but his work was confined
to Northern and.Central India. A decade
later came on an expansion under Burgess
when thewhole of I ndiawasincluded for work.
In either case these officers and their staff
confined themselves to research work alone
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-which is embodied in the volumes of Archaeo-
logical Survey X X I'1 by thefirst,and X X X I ||
by the second. A first shy attempt was made
at conservation of existing monuments in
1881, and ultimately, thanks to the exertion
of various influences, a more comprehenéive
scheme was put into force at the beginning of
the new century, and we are now on a further
step forward in the development of archaeolo-
gical work as the Government of India Re-
solution on the subject indicates.

NUMISMATICS: LARGELY PRIVATE EFFORT

SO FAR _

It isin the second branch of arckteological
work that private effort is quite possible to a
very large extent, and a great dea of work
has already been done. There are very good
collections of coins, seds, & ¢, iu the various
museums in India and elseswhere. They have
all been carefully studied and catalogued, in
addition to much private work that has already
been done. It is possible that this may turn
out to be a costly fad to an individual but
under proper direction it need not be quite
so costly at all.
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INVALUABLE TO THE CHRONOLOGY OF
PARTICULAR PERIODS

Costly or otherwise it isavery useful fad and
many parts of Indian History have become
possible only by the study of coins, and several
others have received much needed chronologi-
cal assistance therefrom.

EPIGRAPHY

Lastly we come to epigraphy, which for the
part of the country with which we are directly
concerned, is the most important of these
sources, and which has reclaimed to us lost
history in regard to various periods, localities
and dynasties. For the period anterior to
A. D. 400 these records obtained so far, are not
very many for South India. The total for the
whole of India, both North and South, is about
1100 to 3200.

RECORDS PREPONDERATE IN NUMBER IN SOUTH
INDIA FOR PERIODS AFTER A.D. 400

For the period on this side of A.D. 400 the

number already brought to notice up to 1906,

when the late Professor Kiel horn compiled his

indexes to the inscriptions, is about 700 for
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Northern India and 1090 for the South. There
have since been added to these the yearly,
collections of which it is only a comparatively
small number that has yet been placed before
the public in a shape to be dealt with in that
manner.

LARGE NUMBERS OF THESE RECORDS

Dr. Fleet, one of the greatest authorities
in Indian Epigraphy, has it, 'And, where-
as new records are every year being fredy
obtained in Northern India it is known there
is in Southern India a wealth of material the
extent of which can hardly yet be gauged.
According to the same authority the collection
of transcripts made by Sir Walter Elliott was
595 from the Kanarese country, beddes a
considerable number from the Telugu Districts.
These are placed in the libraries of the Royal
Asiatic Society, London, and theUniversity of
Edinburgh, Dr. Hultzsch had collected and
edited about 300 inscriptions in the first two
Volumes of South Indian inscriptions, and
about an equal number has been added since
to the same publication by the issue of one
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more part of volume Il and two of Vol. I | |,
by his successors, the late Mr. Venkayya
and Rai Sahib H. Krishna Sastri. Mr. Rice
brought out about 9000 inscriptions in the
Epigraphia Canafcaka and his successor, Mr.
R. Narasimhachariar, has added a considerable
number to these, though he has not published
them in the same form as his predecessor had
done. Dr. Fleet has collected about 1000 and
placed them all in the Bombay Museum. He
further states that' the southernmost parts of
Dharwar which abound with such materials,
and some parts of Belgaum and Bijapur Dis-
tricts, and the Nizain'sDominionsstill remain
to be explored. And agreat mass of material
from the eastern parts of Southern India.'

THEIR VALUE

Apart from this copiousness these inscrip-
tions have a historical value which is all their
own.- They vary in substance from the simple
record of the death of a rural hero who fell
fighting in a cattle raid or of his widow's
immolation on the pyre of her husband, to a
detailed account of a battle or a treaty. If it
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happens to be a donative offering to a temple
or a Brahman it not merely gives genedogicd
details of the donor and donee, but very often
elaborate details of rural administration.
Sometimes we come upon records of how
justice was administered, in these very docu-
ments. In regard to the smpler details of
history these records describe them concisely
and accurately, and being not deliberately st
out as history are all the more reiable. A
grest number of these records ae precisdy
dated in some one era or ancther, or in regnd
years of the sovereign for the timebeing. Thus
they give us an amount of information of such
acharacter that ordinary histories even of a
modern character will not usudly give us; so
that it is possble to construct from the ins-
criptions done something more than mere
political history. Thanks to the exertions of
various scholars of the passng generation, we
have all the various Indian easin use eguaed
to the Christian era and tables constructed to
give equivalent dates.
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Co-ORDINATION OF WORK DESIRABLE

These records, available to usin such large
numbers, have made it possible to compile a
political history of India from the first cen-
tury B.C. onwards with sufficient fullness up-
to the fourth century A. D. and with greater
fullness afterwards. But to make the best
use of these records and get them to yield-
all the results they are capable of yielding
work in this linewill have to go hand in hand
with work in other departments of research
"in which hardly a beginning has been made,
beyond a preliminary treatment, in detached
writings, of details which will have to be
hereafter brought together and handled on
broader lines in connected and more easily
accessible works.'

FLEET'S Two DESIDERATA : (i) RESEARCH IN
MONUMENTS

Dr. Fleet calls for two lines of work of which
we have promise, one being taken up systema-
tically and in a more liberal spirit than,
heretofore, in the Government of India
Resolution on Archaeology, namely research
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work in monuments by excavation. This is
very necessary to supplement the rather
meagre information available for periods
anterior to A.D. 320.

(ii) REVISED CORPUS OF INSCRIPTIONS

The next desideratum to which he calls
attention isthe revision and republication of
the Epigraphic material available in a single
corpus, Corpus Inscriptionem Indicant m of
which a beginning was made in the only

two volumes so far published, Vol. I, The
Inscriptions of Asoka by General Sir Alex-
ander Cunningham, and Volume |11, The

G-upta Inscriptions, by Dr. Fleet himself.
The Deed certainly isvery great.

COLLATION OF OTHER MATERIALS
FOR HISTORY

Along with this work hasto go on work
upon the collation of all historical material
available in literature, numismatics, art works,
(fee, and unless all of these are examined
carefully and the material that can be drawn
from them made available in a form access-
ble to students of history, no historical work
proper would be possible.  This will involve
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great labour in the literatures of four or five
languages, in thousands of inscriptions in all
these languages, besides the monuments,
coins and works of art generally.

SYMPATHETIC STUDY OF INDIAN ART

It"is a hopeful sign of the times that these
last are coming in for their share of attention
at the hands of some individuals and Govern-
ments, and what is more they are coming to
be studied with more of that sympathy which
hitherto was notoriously wanting. In the
words of Justice Woodroffe:" It has been the
fashion amougst European art-critics to decry
the merits of Brahmanical sculpture on the
ground of the alleged monstrosities of the
Hindu pauranic conceptions, which, it has
been said, are incapable of artistic treatment.
The examples collected in thisvolume* will,
it is hoped, help to dispel such misconceptions
and to refute the unjust criticisms which they
have engendered, and will further a juster
appreciation of the fact that Indian Sculpture
is not a fresk of Asiatic barbarism, but is a

South  Indian Bronzes by 0. 0, Gannaooly.
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worthy representative of a school of aesthetic
performance as logical, articulate and highly
developed as those of any country in Europe,
ancient or modern."

Vincent A. Smith's " History Fine Artin
India and Ceylon,” Havell's "Ancient and
Medieval Architecture,”" Gopinatha Rao's
" Hindu Iconography,™ Gangooly's " South
Indian Bronzes" and a more systematic work
upon a narrower field of work, only the Tamil
country, namely " South Indian Architecture
and Iconography " by Professor Jouveau-Du-
breuil of Pondicherry, all works of recent
years do but indicate the rising interest in
this line of work.

UNIVERSITIES SHEW INTEREST

It is therefore none too soon that the-
University of Madras, along with a few others
of her sister Universities, resolved to utilise
the liberal annual grant of the Government
of Indiafor starting a school of Indian studies
by instituting Professorships and Readerships
in Indian History and Languages having
reference to South India chiefly. The success
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or failure of this scheme depends upon the
interest it can evoke and the co-operation it
can enlist from among the alumni of the
University—past and present.

In calling for sympathetic interest and co-
operation particularly from the University
students here, | cannot do better than quote
from Professor Maitland the words in which
he once expressed the needs of historical
study, ' needs which are nowhere more explicit
and evident than in regard to India.'

! More co-operation, more organisation,
.more and better criticism, more advise for
beginners, are needed. And the need, if not
met, will increase. History is lengthening
and widening, and deepening. It islengthen-
ing at both ends, for while modern States in
many parts of the world are making history at
a bewilderingly rapidrate, what used to be
.called ancient history isno longer, by any
means, the ancientest; Egypt, Assyria, Baby-
lonia, and even primeval man, are upon our
hands. And history is widening. Could we
neglect India, China and Japan, there would
be still America, Australia, Africa, as well as
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Europe, demanding that their stories should
be told, and finding men to tell them well
or to tell them badly. And history is
.deepening. We could not, if we would, be
satisfied with the battles and the protocols,
the alliances and the intrigues. Literature
and art, religion and law, rents and prices,
creeds and superstitions have burst the
political barrier and are no longer to be
expelled. The study of interactions and
interdependences is but just beginning and no
one can foresee the end. Thereis muck to be
done by schools of history : there will be more
to be done every year.'

Co-operation in this particular lineiseaser
for us as the languages that have to be
mastered are many and the knowledge that
would bereally useful is adeep knowledge of
one or more of these. The other technical
details in the present state of work in the sub-
ject are admittedly easy of acquisition. Indian
talent comes in very handy in archaeological
work and ought to be offered largely and
accepted liberally. It isonly then that the
school of Indian studieswill become a realised
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ambition. | leave it in the hands of the
younger membe's of this andience dther ta
realise this ambition or face the alternative
of the eternal want of higoric ssnse



THE VALUE OF LITERATURE-
IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF INDIAN
HISTORY

IT is anotorious fact that Indian literature
has few professed histories, and the infer-
ence sems warranted that the historical
faculty received no development in the country.
History, as we understand it, is entire