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No. 37/6/46-Poll ().
Government of India,
Home Department.

From
G.V. Bedekar Esquire, 1.C.S.,
Deputy Secretary to the Govt. of India,



FET-TTEH A {0 IR

To
Acharya Chandra Shekhar Shastri,
M. O. Ph,, H. M. D,
Gurgaon Road, Shamlal Building,

Delhi.
New Delhi, the 12th November 1946.
Subject : Books and publications—
BHARTIYA ATANKVAD KA ITIHAS
(History of the Indian Terrorist movement.)

Sir

With reference to your letter dated the 6th September 1946,
addressed to the Hon’ble the Home member, I am directed
to inform you that the Chief Commissioner Delhi, has removed

the ban on your book mentioned above under his notification
no. F. 8 (31)/46—Home, dated the 7th November 1946.
I have the honour to be
Sir
Your most obedient Servant,
G.V. Bedekar
Deputy Secy. to the Govt. of India.
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29th May, 1959
Dear Prof. Kabir,

I have read carsfully your book ‘“Maulana Saheb’s Auto-
biography’”. As it has given quite a different picture of events
and of Maulana Saheb himself, I venture to ask a few questions,
some of which have been put to me often. I hope you will
answer.

I had the privilege of knowing Maulana Saheb for many
years. He was one of the very few members of the Cabinet,
who took the trouble of paying me a call at my house on his
first visit to Bombay after my father’s death. Many of the
Ministers of Government at Delhi wanted to come to Bombay
for the funeral, but were forbidden by the Prime Minister, who,
I am told, even tried to prevent the President from coming to
Bombay, but the latter would not listen and arrived in Bombay
even before the Prime Minister.

The Maulana Saiheb came and expressed the kindest
sentiments and asked me to consider him as Sardar’s brother.
He said, they were brothers in spite of some difference of opi-
nion; being Comrades-in-Arms for so many years. He asked
me not to hesitate to ask if ever I needed his help. I had
occasions to go to him twice. On both occasions he received
me with kindness and he did help on the second occasion, even
though his officers were not inclined to. The first was a per-
sonal matter and he was inclined to help, but the difficulty was
the Prime Minister’s opposition. The second was a few years
later for an increase in the number of seats for the Engineering
College at Anand.

My own recollection of the Maulana Saheb is of a kindly
modest gentleman, not the impression of an assertive self-righ-
teous person that the reading to your book would give the reader.
He was always right, Gandhiji and even at times Jawaharlal
wrong. He was the only infallible person !

Many of us would like to know if the manuscript of this
publication bears Maulana Saheb’s signature, particularly as
the story of this book is so greatly different and contradictory
to what Pyarelal, Mr. Gandhiji's Secretary, has recorded in
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tis book “The Last Phase’” published last February, and also
to what many of us know. I do not know whether the
Maulana Saheb had seen this book, but if you will see pages
16, 716-18, 756. 717 and 772, you will see that Shri Pyarelalji’s
version is quite different and contradictory to yours. All
the more reason to ask whether the manuscript bears Maulana
Saheb’s signature or whether he had seen Pyarelalji’s Book.

An ecarly reply will oblige.

Yours sincerely,
Dahyabhai V. Patel

Prof. Humayun Kabir,
Minister for Scientific Research & Cultural Affairs,
New Delhi.

No. 741/MSR and CA/59
Minister
Scientific Research and Cultural Affairs India

PERSONAL New Delhi.

30th May, 1959.
Dear Shri Patel,

Will you please refer to your letter of 29th May 1959 ?

You have referred to Maulana Saheb’s Autobiography as
‘my’ book. This is quite wrong, for I had nothing to do with
the book except record what Maulana Saheb said. In fact,
as I have said in the Preface, there are many letters on which
T do not fully agree with the views expressed in the book. And
I may tell you that one of them is Maulana’s judgement about
Sardar Patel. This fact was known to Maulana and is known
to many of Maulana’s friends.

Maulana Saheb was certainly a kindly and fine personality,
but I think he also had the greatest confidence in his own jud-
gement. Dr. Syed Mahmud has quoted from an Arab and
a Persian Poet two verses which were Maulana Azad’s favourites—

“We are of those for whom there is no middle station in life,

We occupy the pinnacles or we seek the depths of the grave.”
Rkk®

“The taste of me may be insipid; but my worth is great;

I am a fruit grown before the season.”

According to Dr. Syed Mahmud, “These two couplets
typify the mind of Maulana Azad.”
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Maulana also said in his Tadhkirah “I have never tried
to tread the foot-path of another, but have sought out a path
for myself and left my foot-prints for those who come later. I
wish to make it quite clear that in all my spiritual distress, I
have not been obliged to anyone for guidance....I am in no
obligation for guidance to any man’s hand or tongue nor to
my family nor to any syllabus of education.”

I would refer you to another passage of Maulana’s writings
which Professor Faruqui has translated as follows :—

“In religion, in literature, in politics, in the highways of
thought, in whichever direction I had to go, I had to go
alone. On no road could I travel with the caravans of
the age.

Alas I went forth alone into the deserts of Love | In whatever
way I set my foot, I left the Age so far behind that when I turned
round to look, I could see nothing,but the clouds of dust which
my own speedy advance had raised:

Not that I forsake my fellow-men

But the caravan moves fast; how can I wait

for those whose feet are blistered !

My rapid advance raised blisters on my feet, but
perhaps my feet also cleared the road of some of the
encumbrances which littered it.”

You have asked whether Maulana Azad had read Mr.
Pyarelal’s book. I do not know.

Regarding differences between Maulana Azad’s version
and Mr. Pyarelal’s version, it is quite likely that different per-
sons may have different interpretations of the same event.

You have asked whether the maruscript bears Maulana Saheb’s
signatwe. As I have said in the Preface, there was no manuscript, but
only a typed script which was seen by Maulana Saheb and approved by
him.  Since he was thinking of publishing it himself and had carried on
the negotiations with the publishers, the question of any signature of the
typed script never arose.

Yours sincerely,
Sd. Humayun Kabir

Shri Dahyabhai V. Patel,
Member of Parliament,
68, Marine Drive,
Bombay-1.
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(v wa #Y wgwan & fawg & = Tgnnd @9 g St o
&. qifes & am foan gan ox aun Sawt =N aq g faaw g fan
gAT Iax)
18 Dr. Rajendra Prasad Rd.
New Delhi-1.
March 15, 1963.
Dear Shri Patil:

Acharya Chandra Shekhar Shastri had some years ago
written the Life of Sardar, which he, is now revising and trying
to bring it up-to-date. I have helped him to revise and collect
more material for this book. I think it is well written and I
like the style.

Will you be able to give him some grant and/or loan to
help him to continue his work and to undertake printing the
publication of the book.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,
Dahyabhai V. Patel.

Shri S.K. Patil,
Minister of Food & Agriculture,
Rajendra Prasad Road,

New Delhi.

BABUBHAI M. CHINAI Great Western Bldg.
Member of Parliament 130/132 Apollo St., Fort,
(Rajya Sabha) Bombay-1.

28th March, 1963.
My dear Dahyabhai,

Yours of 25th instant is to hand. Mr. H.M. Patel is
not writing a Biography. Regarding your suggestion for Rs.
5000/- to Mr. Shastri, the same will be put before the next
meeting of the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Memorial Trust,
and I shall let you know their decision.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,
Babubhai M. Chinai
Shri Dahyabhai V. Patel, M.P.,
68, Marine Drive,
Bombay-1.
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