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Prefatory Note

‘ L4

WaeN first beginning work on this ligrt, I naively hoped to include
every significant discussion of Dr. Johnson, every article or volume
specifically concerned with him, since 1887. But like Johnson and the
quotations for the Dictionary, “when the time called upon me to
range this accumulation of elegance and wisdom into an alphabetical
series, I soon discovered that the bulk of my volumes would fright
away the student, and was_ forced o depart from my scheme . . .”
The ideal was impracticable. "Comstyuently, many short items in
Notes and Queries, the Times Literary Supplement, and elsewhere,
although wholly about Johnson, have been omitted. Only those which
appear to add something to our knowledge about Johnson or his
works, which contribute some original interpretation, or which are
outstanding in obtuseness of critical opinion (useful for teachers and
historians) have been selected. But while there has been some selec-
tivity in choosing short articles and notes, I have tried to list every
separately printed pamphlet or book having to do with Johnson. Some
have doubtless eluded me—to be the source of continuing embarrass-
ment in years to come; some obviously will be of no use whatever
except to the most ardent collector. But at least there will be found
included here the most complete listing of the mass of privately printed
Johnsoniana which has flowed from the presses during the past sixty
years.

From the start it should be made clear that this does not also con-
stitute a complete bibliography of Boswell. In the special section de-
voted to him there are included only items which also have a definite
connection with Johnson or with the Life. Nor has it appeared feasible
to include all important works about other members of the Johnson
circle, though in Section V readers will find many valuable references
to Mrs. Piozzi, Sir John Hawkins, Edmund Burke, to name only a

il



iv JOHNSONIAN STUDIES

few, which also provide evidence about their relations with the Great
Cham. Intended to be selective, this section gives only representative
standard works which have appeared to me to have some usefulness
to students of the Johnson group.

The thousands of miscellaneous references contained in books and
articles about other people and topics constitute an even more diffi-
cult problem. Obviously it would be futile to attempt to list every
mention of his name, every quotation from Boswell’s Life, every ex-
cerpt in school text books, every allusion to his opinions. Even if such
a compilation could ever be assembled and published, its usefulness
would be very doubtful. On the other hand, many of the most inter-
esting criticisms of Johnson may be found in works in which his name
does not appear on the title page, or even in a chapter heading. It is
hoped that in the present check list the more important of these
passages will be found, though possibly every one will wonder why
some have been omitted and others included. No full explanation can
be given except that at one time or another I have felt that the ref-
erence might be of some use to a hypothetical historical research
worker, Johnson collector, or literary critic.

Something should be said about the technical form used. As an aid
to librarians and specialized workers, the bibliographical entry is
given in fairly full detail. Where, however, volumes have been issued
in both England and the United States with no change in contents,
usually only the original publisher is given. Each entry is numbered
(not always consecutively) merely to provide an easy means of cross-
reference. Wherever an author’s name is known, the work is entered
under that name. On the other hand, where a volume is an edition or
a compilation it is entered under its title, and the editor’s or com-
piler’s name follows. As an aid for readers who may know an author’s
or an editor’s name and not the exact title of a work, a complete index
of names follows the main list. This index also will allow users to find
all works by a single author, though scattered about in separate sec-
tions. Eighteenth-century persons merely included in titles have not
been indexed.

Again with the hope of increasing the usefulness of this list, the
items have been alphabetized under separate divisions or topics. For
example, all works directly having to do with Rasselas will be found
together under that heading. Reference by number also will appear
there to material relating to Rasselas included in works listed else-
where. Though obviously not complete, this cross reference is designed
to aid readers with specific problems.
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In the past one valid criticism of all bare bibliographical lists has
been the fact that there is often no way for a reader to tell what each
item is about, or how important it is. To meet this criticism, without
expanding the list overmuch and rendering it too expensive to print,
I have tried the experiment of putting in brackets after titles which
are not self-explanatory some description of the contents. In this way,
it is hoped, users can at least get some idea of the nature of each item.

In order to help readers to select the more important scholarly
references I have resorted to a particularly dangerous device—that of
putting an asterisk before each one which appears to me to be of
particular use either historically or critically. At the risk of appearing
arbitrary or prejudiced, I have felt that the value of some selectivity
for many who will casually consult the list far outweighs any possible
criticism of my choices. The basis of selection has always been use-
fulness—and I have attempted to include (1) new discoveries, (2) new
critical approaches, whether they appear valid to me or not, (3) sound
historical summations or literary evaluations. In some instances where
discoveries appear in several places, first in articles and later in books,
only the last version is starred.

Although the list ostensibly covers the period from 1887 (the year
of the appearance of George Birkbeck Hill’s edition of the Life)
through 1950, a few earlier references have also been included. Impor-
tant works useful for special investigations, even though printed be-
fore 1887 have been added, as well as some later reprintings of well
known earlier works, such as the essays of Macaulay. But no attempt
has been made to achieve any completeness for the earlier period.

That the present list contains grave faults which might have been
mended by further years of patient checking I am fully aware. But
it is my hope that, imperfect as it is, it still will prove useful to stu-
dents of the period. And thus I dismiss il, not with the Doctor’s
“frigid tranquillity,” having much to fear and hope from censure and
from praise. To captious critics, however, I offer one reminder: “In
this work, when it shall be found that much is omitted, let it not be
forgotten that much likewise is performed.”

J.L.C.
Columbia University
November 1950






AU I I LIS NI IS IS ISR UL U U LR U

Acknowledgments

OriGiNaLLY this check list was planned in collaboration with Professor
James E. Tobin of Queens College, as one of his general series of
eighteenth-century bibliographies, and he was responsible for much
of the early accumulation of material. A similar project had been be-
gun by Dr. Richard L. Greene and Dr. Robert Metzdorf, then at the
University of Rochester. They graciously withdrew and helped me in
every possible way. Collectors on both sides of the Atlantic have been
generous in allowing me to rummage through their libraries for John-
sonian “scrappiana,” as Mr. S. C. Roberts calls much of what ap-
pears in the following pages. The printing of this list has been made
possible by the kind interest and backing of Dr. E. W. McDiarmid,
Librarian of the University of Minnesota.

It is a great pleasure here to express my appreciation for help, of
various kinds, from my wife, Dr. Irvin Ehrenpreis, The Grolier Club,
Lord and Lady Harmsworth, Mr. and Mrs. Donald Hyde, Lt. Col.
Ralph H. Isham, Mr. A. Lloyd-Jones, Mr. Percy Laithwaite, Mr.
N. Lester, Professor Samuel Monk, Professor Frederick A. Pottle,
Mr. A. L. Reade, Mr. S. C. Roberts, Dr. Arthur Sherbo, Professor
D. Nichol Smith, and courteous librarians everywhere. I owe more
than I can ever express to Dr. R. W. Chapman, Professor Allen T.
Hazen, Mr. Herman W. Licbert, and Dr. L. F. Powell, who, in addi-
tion to helping with the collection of material, have carefully checked
many items and given valuable suggestions. Mrs. E. G. Franklin of the
University of Minnesota Press has been indefatigable in making the
work more consistent and accurate in form. My chief debt is to
Professor Gellert S. Alleman, my gadfly conscience in bibliographical
matters. Had I been willing to accept all of his suggestions, this list
would have been more thorough.

vii






22032 RE2030 1052202020203 2 0202203002522 20 02002 a e 0 0o a2n pa0202 0200 2e 020202020002 2202 0002220222200

Abbreviations

ELH
JEGP
JHaI
MLN
MLQ
MLR
Mmp
NQ
PMLA
PQ
RES
sp
SRL
TLS

ELH, a Journal of English Literary History
Journal of English and Germanic Philology
Journal of the History of ldeas

Modern Language Notes

Modern Language Quarterly

Modern Language Review

Modern Philology

Notes and Queries

Publications of the Modern Language Association
Philological Quarterly

Review of English Studies

Studies in Philology

Saturday Review of Literature

London Times Literary Supplement

Note. For the explanation of the asterisk (*) before important
items, see the Prefatory Note, page v.
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A Survey of
JOHNSONIAN STUDIES

JoHNsON the man is familiar to most of us. Without much stretch of
the imagination we can see the great bushy wig, the massive features,
the awkward lumbering walk of “The Great Cham.” We can hear
him begin an emphatic remark to Boswell, “Why, Sir—" or even more
characteristically, “No, Sir—.” And gradually, with our own changing
point of view, we are beginning to recapture something of Johnson’s
vigorous reasoning intelligence, his common-sense critical genius. More
and more the man the eighteenth century knew is emerging. What
follows is the story of this rediscovery.

Never since his death in 1784 has Johnson been forgotten by the
reading public. Acknowledged as a great man of letters by his con-
temporaries, he became a symbol of reaction to the young poets of
the next age. The Romantics, with the exception of Scott and Byron,
used him as a whipping boy to advance their own theories of art. The
Victorians, although not taking him seriously as a writer or thinker,
still found him interesting, but for qualities far different from those
we stress today. Indeed, in no other figure can the shift of critical
sensibility between the two ages be more clearly shown. This change
of emphasis was practically complete as early as 1831, as Macaulay
shows in his savage review of Croker (1149). “What a singular des-
tiny has been that of this remarkable man!” wrote Macaulay of John-
son, ‘“To be regarded in his own age as a classic, and in ours as a com-
panion.” And it was Macaulay’s own brilliant emphasis on Johnson’s
idiosyncrasies rather than his ideas which set the tone for succeeding
generations. Johnson the kindhearted, tea-drinking, bad-mannered
eccentric—Johnson reaching down to twitch off a lady’s shoe, super-
stitiously touching every post along the street, doing all manner of
foolish things—this was the figure who became familiar to every school-
boy. Even Carlyle, while regarding Johnson as a hero of faith in an
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age of atheism and doubt, stressed the man, not the writer (824).
For nineteenth-century readers Johnson was essentially an amusing
and somewhat lovable eccentric, who had a place in their affections
comparable to their favorite Dickens character or to Falstaff.

It was Boswell, of course, who provided most of the evidence, for
it was Johnson the erratic talker, so masterfully described in the Life,
that everyone remembered. Ironically, it was the greatness of his dis-
ciple’s art which for at least a century tended to obscure Johnson’s
true stature. A few readers, to be sure, still found delight in Johnson’s
works: the number of editions of Rasselas proves that. But it is sig-
nificant that since 1825 there has been no newly edited complete
edition of Johnson’s works. The Victorians were generally content to
take Johnson as a character out of a great book.

Of all the eighteenth-century figures it is easiest to see why Johnson
as a man so appealed to the Victorians. His morality and probity of
personal conduct were unimpeachable. There were no sex irregularities
or records of drunkenness to suppress. In his talk and writings there
was none of the occasional vulgarity and indecency to be found in
Pope and Swift. His rough exterior hid a proverbial heart of gold. He
was a friendly “clubbable” man, eager for talk for its own sake, draw-
ing into his circle most of the famous men of his day. His weaknesses
were those easily understandable and forgivable in a fictional creation.
Moreover, they were weaknesses traditionally associated with the
English character. Thus in many readers’ minds Johnson more and
more took on the guise of a mythical “John Bull”—a symbolic carica-
ture of the nation’s rugged strength and bullheadedness, its insular
point of view.

Almost without question Johnson was ignored as a literary artist
and critic. His style was thought to be too pompous and heavy, his
subject matter too rigidly didactic, his criticism too bigoted and un-
imaginative. Only his life was interesting. Typical is the attitude of
a writer for Temple Bar (322) in 1892: “Boswell may be said, with-
out hyperbole, to have unearthed Johnson, and embalmed him. But
for Boswell, the man was gone, past power of recall. . . . Our knowl-
edge of Johnson comes to us solely and exclusively through Boswell’s
spectacles. . . . not one man in a thousand . . . has ever dipped into
any single thing that Johnson wrote.” The same point of view, some-
times even more strongly expressed, can be found in a host of other
writers of the day. It is summed up by Brander Matthews (1165):
“Without Boswell, Johnson’s fame would have shriveled long ago.
His authority as a critic—and it is only as a critic that he has any



A SURVEY 3

claim to authority—is now thoroughly discredited. . . . His style,
which was once widely admired, long exerted an evil influence upon
English literature.” Or as a much later writer (851) puts it: “How
many of Boswell’s devoutest readers today ever open the Idler, the
Rambler, the Lives of the Poets, Rasselas, or any other volume of
the Doctor’s once-conquering prose? . . . [Johnson] lives today only
by his disciple’s brilliance.” (See also 1807.)

With this attitude firmly fixed, it is not surprising to find most
of the books and the articles in the late nineteenth and the early
twentieth centuries concentrating on Johnson the talker and his
friends. For many people he had become the patron saint of intellec-
tual conviviality. Johnson clubs sprang up everywhere. When papers
were read the topics centered on the great man’s talk as recorded
by Boswell, or upon the ramifications of his large acquaintanceship.
“The Johnson Circle” endlessly provided amusement and delight to
casual readers and persistent collectors. (See Sections V to IX.)

The collectors deserve more than a word, for they have been in-
creasingly important in the development of the new Johnsonian ap-
proach. The most celebrated of our day—R. B. Adam and A. Edward
Newton—not only carried on the traditional interest in every person
and thing connected with the Johnson circle, but increasingly directed
attention to Johnson’s own works. Moreover, from the start both
men showed a commendable desire to share their treasures, to make
them available to serious research scholars. Long before the mam-
moth catalogue of the Adam collection appeared (53), most of the
valuable items in it were well known. A. Edward Newton publicized
his finds in a series of delightfully written essays (858, 535, 738, 739,
etc.) which undoubtedly stirred up in the United States more inter-
est in the whole movement than any other single force, with the ex-
ception of the personal inspiration of Professor Chauncey B. Tinker
for generations of students at Yale University. (See 903.)

Collectors and amateur litterateurs everywhere were aided by the
gradual dispersal early in the twentieth century of large portions of
the tremendous horde of Johnsoniana belonging to Mrs. Thrale-Piozzi
(29, 64, 446, 1760, 1907, etc.), and by the appearance in the auction
rooms of other mementoes of the group. Interest was so aroused that
prices rocketed sky high. To compare prices secured for Johnson’s
letters, for example, in the 1890’s to those in the 1920’s is a revelation
in shifting market values. For a while Johnson and his friends vied
with Shakespeare and the great Romantics in the crowded auction
rooms.
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There is no need to do more than mention the exciting discovery
of Boswell’s archives—the gradual bringing together of all the new
material by another great collector, Lt. Col. Ralph Isham—the expert
editing of the papers by the late Geoffrey Scott, Frederick A. Pottle,
and other helpers (see 306, 367, 373, 894) —or the final fortunate
acquisition of most of the manuscripts by Yale University. Some im-
portant manuscripts of Johnson, not essential to the Boswellian ar-
chives, are now in the collection of the Donald Hydes. Uniting the
mammoth Adam collection, a large part of the Newton holdings, and
the new Boswell material, the Hydes now have one of the most com-
prehensive collections anywhere in the world of books and manuscripts
concerned with one literary group (13).

Just as major collecting of Johnsoniana began from Boswell’s Life
and gradually widened to concentrate on Johnson’s own works, so
serious scholarship of the period started with the editing of Boswell
and other biographical works about Johnson. To be sure, G. B. Hill’s
edition of the Life and the Tour to the Hebrides in 1887, arbitrarily
chosen as the starting point for this check list, was no isolated event.
Hill’s work was the culmination of the editing of Boswell for the cen-
tury. His is the most heavily annotated, and for its day the most ac-
curate and complete. But although a landmark for its own time, it
has manifest deficiencies. According to present standards, Hill was
far from a perfect textual editor; his notes, while impressive, are
often willfully prejudiced (oversuspicious of Mrs. Piozzi, he accepted
many of Baretti’s fabrications); and his huge index leaves much to
be desired. Nevertheless, these weaknesses were not immediately ap-
parent to Hill’s contemporaries, and the work was greeted with a
paean of praise (except from Percy Fitzgerald; see 335-36c). Hill's
other editions, the Letters in 1892, the Johnsonian Miscellanies in
1897, and the Lives of the Poets in 1905, followed much the same
pattern, and were of immense importance in bringing to Johnsonian
studies a scholarly, serious approach. All obviously need modern re-
vision. Happily the revisions of the two earlier works are rapidly
nearing completion. The first four volumes of Lawrence F. Powell’s
admirable re-editing of the Life appeared in 1934 (814); volumes five
and six (including the index), delayed by the war, are promised for
1950. R. W. Chapman’s long-awaited edition of the letters should
closely follow upon them.

In 1923 when the Clarendon Press began to make plans for a new
printing of the Life (325), it was recognized that Hill’s edition had
become a standard text; scholars everywhere were referring to it merely
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by volume and page number, often with no further identification.
Any change of pagination would thus produce much confusion in
scholarly circles. On the other hand, important information had come
to light since 1887, which ought to be incorporated in the footnotes.
The decision was finally made, whether rightly or wrongly we will
not attempt to say, to keep to the old pagination and to relegate most
of the new discoveries to appendices. [ For an attack on this policy
and a defense see C. B. Tinker’s review (314) and R. W. Chapman’s
reply (826).] One thing is certain: L. F. Powell, the new editor, has
shown great skill and ingenuity in revising Hill’s notes, bringing in
whatever was feasible of the new, and cross-indexing what had to go
to the rcar of the volumes. He has verified the text, and identified
many persons whom Boswell thought best not to name. His editing
of the Tour to the Hebrides (Vol. V) will be found to be an outstand-
ing improvement on Hill. All Johnsonians owe him a great debt of
gratitude for his thorough, scholarly work.

Interest in Johnson the man found expression not only in heavily
annotated and illustrated editions of Boswell, and in a horde of ap-
preciative cssays and privately printed brochures, but also in serious
biographical rescarch by a number of gifted workers, the chief of
whom is Aleyn Lyell Reade, of Blundellsands, Liverpool. Reade is
almost without parallel in the annals of scholarship. Beginning ecarly
in the twentieth century as a genealogist interested in his own family
records (254), he soon concentrated all his efforts on the early life
of Dr. Johnson. The ten volumes of Johnsonian Gleanings which have
appeared from 1909 to 1946 are a milestone in patient accurate re-
search (249). With the added help of Algernon Gissing, Percy Laith-
waite, and others (212-18, 220-21, 223), we now know infinitely more
about Johnson’s family, his early surroundings and companions, than
did Boswell or any of Johnson’s contemporaries.

But Reade has been able to bring his microscopic and revealing re-
searches to bear on Johnson’s life only up to his settling in London
in 1789. The two decades before Boswell himself appeared upon the
scene are still relatively unknown. To be sure, there have been oc-
casional exciting discoveries; witness Maurice Quinlan’s proof of an
actual meeting between Johnson and Benjamin Franklin (550). But
what we need now is another Reade, willing to dedicate a long life
of patient searching to these obscure years.

The universally accepted omnipotence of Boswell’s Life has fright-
ened away many other possible biographers of Johnson. There have
been, of course, a few short lives: by Sir Leslie Stephen in the English
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Men of Letters Series (262) ; Francis Grant (214); John Dennis (210);
S. C. Roberts (255-56); Christopher Hollis (217); Hugh Kingsmill
(218); for the most part intended as introductions to Boswell, not
as rivals. Recently there have appeared numerous volumes contain-
ing short résumés of Johnson’s life, and a vituperative, debunking
sketch by C. E. Vulliamy (266). On the other hand, the recent biog-
raphy by Joseph Wood Krutch (219) is an admirable piece of work,
since he makes an independent, scholarly appraisal in the light of new
discoveries and new hypotheses. Boswell and all the other commen-
tators are judiciously used. Having available A. L. Reade’s important
discoveries, Krutch is able to give an excellent picture of Johnson’s
childhood and early education; while the recent publication of Mrs.
Thrale’s diaries and letters (446, 600), allows him to present a fairer
treatment of the Streatham period. The chief strength of Krutch’s
volume, however, lies in the critical analyses of Johnson’s own works.
With no Romantic condescension, Krutch forces the reader to grapple
at first hand with Johnson’s controlling ideas, to appreciate his
achievements within the framework of his own concepts of art, and
to understand the true springs of his greatness.

Krutch’s concentration on Johnson the writer and thinker, which
would have startled and amused Victorian readers, is only the cul-
mination of a steady shift of emphasis. One of the pioneers in this
change was Sir Walter Raleigh, whose admirable Siz Essays on Johnson
in 1910 focused attention on Johnson’s criticism and editing (1233).
Of even more importance throughout our period has been the work
of D. Nichol Smith of Oxford, whose chapter in the Cambridge His-
tory of English Literature (1300), eighteenth-century Shakespearean
criticism (1669, 1690), and unrelenting insistence on the merits of
Johnson’s poetry (1423, 1460-61), have exerted an all-pervasive in-
fluence on the twentieth-century point of view. Representing the best
traditions of accurate, thorough, and penetrating scholarship, Nichol
Smith, as teacher and writer, has personally enhanced the general
reputation of all eighteenth-century research.

In the United States, as well as at Oxford, there have been inspir-
ing teachers, active in pointing out the merits of Johnson. We should
certainly be negligent did we not pay more than passing tribute to
the labors of Robert K. Root, Charles G. Osgood, Irving Babbitt,
Ronald S. Crane, and Lane Cooper, who, with Chauncey B. Tinker,
already mentioned, have been personally responsible for a large num-
ber of our active younger Johnsonians. And there is the outstanding
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work of Frederick A. Pottle, who has done, and is doing, so much to
reinterpret Boswell for our generation (361-66).

It may be worth while to comment on a few general estimates of
Johnson which appeared during the period. Chauncey B. Tinker’s
Dr. Johnson and Fanny Burney (467) was extremely useful in calling
attention to the non-Boswellian sources of information about Johnson.
John Bailey’s Dr. Jokhnson and His Circle (920) in the Home Library
series—pleasantly written for popular consumption—introduced the
great man to many new readers, but largely represented the old
nineteenth-century approach. As Paul Elmer More has pointed out
(920), Bailey is somewhat obtuse in his estimate of Johnson as a
thinker and imperfect in his recognition of his subject’s true genius.
Percy H. Houston’s Doctor Johnson: A Study in Eighteenth Century
Humanism (1099), a transitional work, grounded in the old prejudices,
yet aware of the new implications, is not wholly satisfactory as an
analysis of Johnson’s thought.

Among modern attempts at a psychological approach to Johnson,
that by W. B. C. Watkins (1346) is shrewd, if oversensational in
places; that by Hitschmann (284) is filled with errors, an absurdly
mixed-up Freudian analysis made without full knowledge of the facts.
Katharine Balderston’s bombshell suggestion of certain masochistic
tendencies evidenced in Johnson’s relations with Mrs. Thrale has
stirred up much discussion but requires further elaboration (275).
Worthy of high recommendation is a recent short analysis of the
great man’s character by Herman W. Liebert (1139).

Space will permit no more than mention of the score or more of
delightful appreciative studies of -Johnson—by Augustine Birrell,
S. C. Roberts, E. S. Roscoe, Harry Salpeter, C. B. Tinker—which
may be found listed in Section X. Nor is it possible to discuss the
many sections devoted to Johnson in histories of English literature,
in student anthologies, collected volumes of essays, etc. Only the more
important are listed in the following check list, since they tend to
follow easily recognizable stereotyped patterns, adding little to our
real knowledge of Johnson. For the most part these summaries tend
to lag behind the trend of the times, being little more than repeti-
tions of nineteenth-century opinions.

Before any author can be critically studied, we must be certain of
what he wrote, and have adequate scholarly editions for our use. For-
tunately, as compared to Defoe or Swift, there has not been much
difficulty over matters of the Johnsonian canon. Thanks to Boswell
and Mrs. Thrale, we know fairly conclusively what Johnson wrote.
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And thanks to the work of W. P. Courtney, D. Nichol Smith, R. W.
Chapman, L. F. Powell, Allen T. Hazen, E. L. McAdam, Jr., and Her-
man W. Liebert, to name only the more important of the modern
bibliographers, we have identified most of it. (See Sections I and
XXIV.) Although there are some minor contributions to the periodi-
cals and dedications for other writers’ works which have so far eluded
us, it is unlikely that many major discoveries will now be made. For
all intents and purposes Johnson’s literary output is there for us to
study. During the past quarter of a century, it should be pointed
out, there have been some exciting finds: the realization of the extent
of the ghostwriting of the law lectures for Chambers (2051) ; the
discovery of Johnson’s translation of Crousaz’s attack on Pope (2022),
of various articles in Dr. Robert James’s Medicinal Dictionary (2025),
of a Preface to the 1753 index to the Gentleman’s Magazine (2060),
of various other dedications and prefaces to other people’s works
(14, 2026), and of unsigned essays in the periodicals (2007, 2020,
2020a, 2054). We know much more about Johnson as a writer of
sermons (1938, 1946, 2061). All in all, the work of the indefatigable
bibliographical sleuths has been well done.

The editing of Johnson’s own works, on the other hand, has lagged
far behind. We do now have the magnificent Clarendon Press volume
of the poems, begun by D. Nichol Smith as far back as 1913, and
completed in collaboration with E. L. McAdam, Jr., in 1941 (1423).
The editing throughout is a model of thoroughness and clarity, noth-
ing being omitted that any reader might wish. Unhappily, only a few
years after this superb text appeared, hitherto unknown holograph
manuscripts of some of the poems (notably “The Vanity of Human
Wishes” and part of “London”) turned up at Malahide Castle in
Ireland as part of a recent cache of Boswell papers. Now in the pos-
session of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Hyde, they provide numerous textual
variants, but do not essentially impair the value of the Clarendon
edition.

After twenty years or more of laborious research and brilliant
textual study, R. W. Chapman is finally nearing completion of his
re-editing of Johnson’s letters. Textually the new edition should be
outstanding, for Chapman has attempted to collate with original
manuscripts every letter he prints. Obviously this goal has proved
impracticable, but with amazing pertinacity he has followed the trail
of individual letters all over the world, and has been able to check
the great majority of them. Wisely he has not attempted to retain
Hill’s arrangement or pagination, although he does keep the number-
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ing of individual letters. He plans to include all of Johnson’s letters
now known to exist, including those in the Life, omitted in Hill’s
two volumes. All in all, the new three-volume edition will print almost
five hundred more letters than did Hill in 1892. Since in annotation
it will not be so full as Hill’s, some scholars of the future may wish
to have available both editions—Chapman’s for accurate texts and
new discoveries, and Hill’s for illustrative commentary.

We also have convenient modern reprints of Johnson’s Shake-
spearean criticism, edited by Walter Raleigh and D. Nichol Smith
(1669, 1683) ; and of the Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland
and of Rasselas, edited by R. W. Chapman. Moreover, Allen T. Hazen
in his immensely useful work on Johnson’s prefaces and dedications
(2026) has provided texts and commentary for a large number of
the fugitive pieces. But there is no annotated edition of the Rambler
or Idler; no adequate printing of the political pamphlets; no collec-
tion of the early biographies. Furthermore, Hill’s edition of the Lives of
the Poets, excellent as it may be in many ways, badly needs a modern
revision. All in all, it would be difficult to find another major author
of the past who stands so desperately in need of a thorough modern
re-editing.

Even without the help of adequate modern texts, much has already
been done to reinterpret Johnson the thinker and man of letters. One
group of writers now stresses Johnson the strong teacher—the neg-
lected moralist. Never a philosopher in the strictest sense, and with-
out a purely speculative mind, Johnson was nevertheless a deep
thinker. Like Socrates, he was essentially a wise man, a sage who
excelled as a teacher of the art of living. Moreover, his sincerity,
lucidity, and vigor make a direct appeal to twentieth-century readers.
For many perplexed moderns the combination in Johnson of basic
skepticism with a firm spiritual faith has a definite fascination. The
Christian pessimism, which the nineteenth century found unsym-
pathetic, does not appear to us quite so unwarranted. Indeed, there
is evidence that more and more readers are going to Johnson for
spiritual solace. An inspiring appraisal of this side of Johnson may
be found in Charles G. Osgood’s Poetry as a Means of Grace, origi-
nally intended for pre-ministerial students at Princeton (1206). The
religious appeal of Johnson, to be sure, the Victorians never quite
forgot. Our new emphasis is merely on the fundamental values of his
fideistic belief. It is with Johnson the man of letters that the greatest
shift in opinion is taking place. And here the turnabout is so com-
plete as to be overwhelming.
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Perhaps most surprising is the recent revival of interest in John-
son’s poetry. What the late nineteenth century considered “‘un-
melodious,” and at best second-rate, is now finding openly enthusiastic
admirers. From the days of Sir Walter Scott, who could scarcely re-
peat “The Vanity of Human Wishes” without tears starting in his
eyes, until the nineteen twenties there have been few critics willing
to call Johnson a major poet. Yet some now are willing to do just
that, though unwilling perhaps to go so far as T. S. Eliot, who calls
the imitations of Juvenal “among the greatest verse Satires of the
English or any other language” (1421, 1485). While it is universally
recognized that Johnson is a poet of limited range (1460), the merits
of the Latin verses, of a few of the early poems (notably “On St. Simon
and St. Jude”), and of many of the light impromptu lines, are becom-
ing more apparent. Even Irene is less disdained than formerly (1476,
1486) . For most readers, however, the two great satires, the prologues,
and the lines to Levet will remain the most popular (concerning the
latter see 1430, 1444, 1454).

Leading in the new appraisal have been T. S. Eliot, who in several
places has stressed Johnson’s importance (1435-36), and D. Nichol
Smith, who, besides providing several excellent analyses of the poems
(1460-61), has shown convincingly that the whole body of Johnson’s
verse gives us as true and vivid a picture of his mind as we can gain
from his prose (see also 1448 and Bronson in 1425). As might be
expected, it is “The Vanity of Human Wishes” which is the most
acclaimed. “Nowhere else in all our poetry is the theme that ‘all is
Vanity’ given so majestic expression” (1460); it is “one of the great
poems of the language” (1481). Alfred Noyes (1194) stresses par-
ticularly the long-overlooked emotional quality of the lines: “It is
customary almost to ignore Johnson as a poet; but, behind all the
dignity and formality of those lines, there are tears hidden; pangs
of mortal grief, and the passion of an immortal and unconquerable
spirit, gazing through Life and Time and Death, into the depths of
the Eternal. . . . The language and the manner are far removed from
those of our day. Many poets have written couplets which may strike
us as more ‘brilliant’; but I know of none in the language which, if
read with the simple integrity of spirit that is their due, are so likely
to fill the reader’s eyes with unexpected tears.” Summing up the new
attitude, a reviewer in the Spectator (1428) insists: “Johnson is by
no means to be disposed of as a minor poet inferior to Dryden or even
to Goldsmith. His is a unique, authentic voice, and his genius is evi-
dent in his poems, and not only in his prose and his conversation.”
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There has been no such concerted effort to revive interest in John-
son’s periodical essays. No scholarly edition of the Rambler, Adven-
turer, and Idler has so far appeared, or is in immediate prospect. A
few of the better-known essays continue to appear in the school an-
thologies (see Section II), and there have been several small volumes
of selected samples (1500-6), with more in prospect, but the con-
centrated morality of most of the essays appears too strong for modern
stomachs to take in large doses. On the other hand, many misconcep-
tions concerning the so-called “pomposity” of Johnson’s style have
been cleared away by the excellent work of W. K. Wimsatt, Jr. (1393),
and others (see Section XI). And many twentieth-century readers
are finding to their surprise that in the periodical essays there are
flashes of the same kind of wit which has always delighted us in
Johnson’s talk.

What can be said of Rasselas, that touchstone, as D. Nichol Smith
has often insisted (1301), with which to determine a true Johnsonian?
If the reactions of recent college students may be accepted as evi-
dence, it continues to be read with interest and delight, for the simple
tale of the travelers’ search for happiness in our real world of dis-
appointed hopes is ever fresh and stimulating. Yet despite the work
of Martha Conant, Harold D. Jenkins, and Geoffrey Tillotson (1635,
1640, 1657), who have made some progress in tracing the ancestry of
the piece, we still lack a critical, annotated edition.

It was the Dictionary which established Johnson's fame for his
contemporaries. “Dictionary” Johnson he was often called; and the
two massive volumes were hailed as one of the achievements of the
age. Later lexicographers, of course, have far surpassed him in etymo-
logical knowledge. And general amusement over certain obviously
distorted definitions has tended to obscure the true merit of the work.
Recent research by Wimsatt, Gove, Watkins and others (1345, 1604)
is focusing attention again on the astounding knowledge of older
English literature evidenced in the quotations, and on the methods
employed by Johnson in putting the volumes together. There is no
space here to discuss at any length the technical treatises which in-
creasingly bear tribute to Johnson’s skill in defining the English lan-
guage. Modern dictionary makers are not averse to confessing their
debt. While still finding much to laugh at in the many amusing od-
dities, we now recognize that in the definitions lies the chief strength
of the Dictionary. Modern research, on the other hand, has done much
to show Johnson’s reliance upon Bailey and the other dictionary
makers who preceded him, and has shown that Johnson was actually
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first in the field only in his method of historical illustrative quota-
tions (1598). It must be remembered, however, that the application
of the historical method was an enormous forward stride.

Perhaps the greatest stumbling block to the appreciation of John-
son—particularly for Americans—has always been his political pam-
phlets, which have universally earned him the label of a bigoted Tory.
Enthusiastic liberal thinkers, supremely confident in man’s ability to
perfect human institutions, have been horrified by Johnson’s ap-
parent servile attitude toward monarchy and the established order.
But mid-twentieth-century political thinkers appear to be more will-
ing to examine sympathetically the bases for Johnson’s conservatism.
In this regard, an excellent beginning has been made in a number of
recent studies: by B. H. Bronson, J. W. Krutch, Stuart G. Brown,
among others (959, 219, 965) .

That Johnson was not merely a subservient party member was
seen long ago by G. B. Hill and John Sargeaunt (1700, 1703). His
political ideas grew out of his moral and ethical judgments, not from
any selfish or material considerations. Johnson’s deep sympathy for
the poor, his hatred of slavery and oppression (we must always re-
member his toast to the next insurrection of the slaves in the West
Indies), his suspicion of government by the financial interests—all
tended to make him an independent, rather than a regular Tory. A
basic skepticism kept him, like so many others of the neoclassic age,
wary of Whig optimism. The Pyrrhonistic spirit, which carried doubt
over into the realm of Man’s reason, produced a basic disbelief in the
possibility of any major sudden improvement in human institutions.
It must be remembered that the greatest writers of the day—Dryden,
Swift, and Hume—were all political Tories. Johnson was essentially
of this Pyrrhonistic tradition (as recent writers have pointed out),
except that the violence of his temperament never permitted him to
develop the consistent philosophical approach of Hume or the trust-
ing Catholicism of the later Dryden. But he, like them, found the
increase of Whig industrial power a threat to individual rights.

A careful study of Johnson’s political writings—not merely the ir-
ritable remarks drawn out of him by Boswell after annoying probing—
shows that from Marmor Norfolciense in 1739 to Taxation No Tyranny
in 1775 Johnson consistently fought what he considered the dangers
of self-interest—the greed for wealth and power in individuals and in
governments. His overpowering fear was the rising importance of the
rich commercial classes, with their ruthless acquisitive instincts. In
Further Thoughts on Agriculture in 1756 he showed his awareness of
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the fundamental modern conviction that liberty involves the oppor-
tunity to obtain the necessities of life. But such an idea presupposes
a strong central government—one which will be above the “rugged
individualism” of laissez-faire economics. To achieve such an end,
Johnson placed his faith in an absolute monarch, who would hold the
balance of power in the commonwealth and control society for the
good of all. Seeing England in the grasp of greedy merchants, and the
colonies in the control of men whom he regarded as rabble rousers
avid for commercial gains, he believed the only solution to be not
violent revolution, for he distrusted man’s potential ability to im-
prove, but a clinging to established traditional order in church and
state. Because the rising capitalism of his day was so obviously John-
son’s béte noire, it is not so surprising really that modern leftists now
find his thought more attractive than did the optimistic liberals of
the nineteenth century (see, for example, 965).

Along with a deeper understanding of Johnson’s political beliefs
has come further study of the origins of his other prejudices. In an
admirable study (959) Bertrand Bronson shows clearly that the in-
consistencies and paradoxes in Johnson’s remarks come from the op-
position in him of two strong forces—the skeptical conservatism of
his intellectual attitude and the romantic exuberance of his tempera-
ment. Again and again his violent passions carried him away; at the
same time his powerful intellect kept him from fully accepting ro-
mantic illusions. Of course, many of the outbursts about Scotland
were intended only to tease his Scottish friends, but there was also
an underlying distrust of the Calvinistic religion and the bustling
business enterprise of the inhabitants north of the Tweed. His famous
tour to the Hebrides in 1773 removed some prejudices and settled
him more firmly in others. Moreover, it thrust him into one of the
most celebrated controversies of his life—over the authenticity of
the Ossianic pieces (some excellent discussions of this struggle, as
well as commentaries on his trip, will be found listed in the special
section devoted to the Journey) .

Of other so-called biased judgments and misconceptions, many have
recently received thorough examination. There is his dislike of Hume,
interestingly analyzed by Ernest Mossner (1182); his puzzling scorn
of history (1009); his supposed contempt for natural scenery (922);
his attitude toward subordination (945, 959). In some instances we
can now see that Johnson, according to his own postulates, was right;
in others it is evident that his attitude was merely the result of irri-
tated petulance. Interestingly enough, even the notorious refutation
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of Bishop Berkeley has recently found a defender in a professional phi-
losopher, H. F. Hallett, who intricately tries to prove that Johnson’s
point in kicking the stone has never been rightly understood (1074).

Much of our difficulty in understanding and appreciating Johnson
stems from his own lack of consistency. Instead of being a rigid man
of sense, he was often not quite certain of where he stood. As Stuart G.
Brown (965) clearly sees: “The significance of Dr. Johnson is pre-
cisely that he was on both sides, in contradiction with himself. He
was, in a sense, as his writings reflect, caught between the old order
and the new and he did not always know which way to turn.” Brown’s
is only one of many modern analyses of Johnson’s thought that tend
to stress more and more the complexity of his ideas—the fact that
he was certainly not a true reactionary, but a perplexed transitional
figure. Perhaps psychologically that is one explanation of his acerbity.

Finally, it is Johnson’s literary criticism which is undergoing the
most pronounced revival. In sharp contrast to the Romantic point
of view, many modern writers are finding more and more to admire
in Johnson’s common-sense judgments. Everyone is familiar with the
typical nineteenth-century approach. De Quincey, perhaps, was the
most violent, exploding in a frenzy of anger over what he called the
“malignity” of Johnson’s treatment of Milton and calling Johnson’s
interpretations ‘“‘scandalously false, scandalously misconstructed”
(1797) . Most of the Victorian critics who followed tended to agree.
Indeed, J. Churton Collins felt that the defects of the Lives of the
Poets were so great that the work should never be placed in any
reader’s hands unless properly edited with a good commentary (1794).
Johnson, Collins insisted, appears to have been “abnormally deficient
in imagination, in fancy, in all that is implied in aesthetic sensibility
and sympathy.” Robert Bridges (1790a) and Lytton Strachey (1823)
most delightfully state this widespread opinion. Johnson’s esthetic
judgments, Strachey insists, “have always some good quality to recom-
mend them—except one: they are never right.” It is Johnson’s wit
that saves all; “he has managed to be wrong so cleverly, that nobody
minds.” In other words, we read Johnson only for amusement. Nobody
would ever take him seriously as a critic.

But recently many people are taking him seriously. As our own
“frame of reference” more closely approximates that of the eighteenth
century and as our unthinking acceptance of Romantic sensibility as
absolute dogma begins to waver, our understanding of Johnson’s
critical position becomes more sympathetic. We have only to cite
the analyses by J. W. Krutch, D. Nichol Smith, F. A. Pottle, W. J.
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Bate, S. G. Brown, M. H. Abrams, to name only a few, to show what
is going on (219, 1460, 1818, 926, 1791, 900).

Witness also a recent essay by F. R. Leavis (1805). Johnson’s
criticism is “living literature,” Leavis begins, “alive and life-giv-
ing.” Despite certain real limitations, “Johnson is a better critic of
eighteenth-century poetry than Matthew Arnold.” Even the con-
troversial disapproval of Gray’s pindarics and the attacks on the
popular Miltonic imitations of the day are defended by Leavis. “Now
that we no longer search the eighteenth century for what is congenial
to Victorian-romantic taste—for poetry from the ‘soul’,” we can ap-
preciate Johnson’s annoyance at “the weakness of taste in his age.”
Indeed, according to Leavis, the treatment of Gray, “who has not
even yet fully emerged from the Arnoldian transfiguration,” actually
illustrates Johnson’s “excellence as a critic of eighteenth-century
verse.” And the Life of Cowley is perhaps the “most striking demon-
stration of his uninhibited versatility.”

Or to instance another extreme statement, there is Alfred Noyes,
who (1194) had this to say of Johnson in 1940: “In his criticism of the
defects both of Shakespeare and of Milton he is far shrewder, far truer
and far more independent of authority than any later critic. Macaulay,
when he poured contempt on Johnson’s critical powers, was the con-
ventionalist, Johnson the original thinker.” Even the “scandalous”
attack on “Lycidas,” while it has not evoked wholehearted defenders,
has inspired expert analyses which allow us to see more clearly ex-
actly what Johnson was saying (1460, 1812) . For some modern critics,
indeed, the most irritating and unfair of the Lives of the Poets has
become not that of Milton or Gray, but of Swift (1273).

However much such generalizations may shock conventional read-
ers, the attitude is symptomatic of a new spirit in modern criticism.
The mid-twentieth century appears to be demanding more of the
qualities of Johnson in its own writing. Significantly a recent excellent
discussion of Johnson by J. B. McNulty, entitled “The Critic Who
Knew What He Wanted” (1808), ends with a plea to modern critics
to follow the example of “The Great Cham.” Johnson’s “truly amaz-
ing ability to see into the heart of a question and to state his findings
clearly and in few words” appeals to present-day readers more than
much of the appreciative criticism of the nineteenth century.

The wheel has made a full turn. Yet one must not suppose that the
old attitude toward Johnson the writer and thinker has been com-
pletely eradicated. Of all nineteenth-century ghosts it is one of the
most difficult to lay. But it is perhaps significant that today any
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sneer at Johnson’s writings is certain to elicit an immediate rebuttal
(see 1166). And even in the popular magazines and anthologies de-
signed for the general reader, the shifting mood is apparent (for ex-
ample, see item 112a). “It is time for Johnson’s Works to be taken
down from the library shelves,” pleads Julian Symons in a recent
popular selection, “. . . time for an act of justice towards one who
was a great writer as well as a remarkable man” (122). This from
one not openly a professional Johnsonian! Certainly the rehabilitation
of Johnson the writer is at full tide.

“To make light of Johnson’s writings,” as Noél Lewis puts it (1187),
that “old and timeworn habit of thoughtless, prejudiced or half-in-
formed people . . . to say with parrot-like monotony that he existed
in conversation alone, that without Boswell he would never have been
known, to ask the silly question, Who reads Johnson now-a-days?”—
all this is decidedly out of fashion.

If the present list reveals anything significant, it surely is the
vitality of Johnson, for every changing generation and for every
shifting taste. As the various sections testify—in biography, memoirs,
editing, criticism, and religious inspiration—Johnson is still alive and
vital to many people.
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Edition.) Troy, N.Y.: Pafraets Book Co., 1903.
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120. Samuel Johnson: Writer, ed. S. C. Roberts. New York: Dial
Press; London: Herbert Jenkins, 1926.

121. The Sayings of Dr. Johnson. (Watergate Booklets.) London and
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* The standard edition of Johnson’s Works is that published in Oxford in 1825.
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146. English Poetry of the Eighteenth Century, ed. Cecil A. Moore,
pp. 558-74. New York: Henry Holt & Company, 1935.
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W. W. Norton & Company, 1947.

151. The Ozford Book of Eighteenth Century Verse, chosen by
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Blaney,” N@, 9th ser., VI (July 7, 1900), 6-7. See also John T.
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See also TLS, March 30, 1946, p. 151, and rebuttal in letter of
J. de L. Mann, TLS, May 18, 1946, p. 235 (see also item 231).

206. BrunskiLr, F. R. “The Ancestry of Dr. Johnson’s Wife” [largely
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