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Mahrattas: The Agricultural Kumbis are
the chief tribe, the same as the Kurmis of
N. India. To them peculiarly belongs the
name Mahratta. About the middle of the 16th
Century the Mahrattas under Sivaji, recovered
the power they had before the Muhammadans
invaded the Deccan. Sivaji was born in a fort,
his greatness arose from his forts and in a fort
he died. (The Principal Nations of India.)
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“The words Kumbi and Mahratta are fre-
quently used indiscriminately in the Poona
District. The Kurmis and Kumbis are in rea-
lity one class of people”.

(Revd Sherring’s Trebes & Castes Vol: 1-)
“The term Kumbi includes two main classes,
Kumbi & Mahrattas, between whom, it is diffi-
cult to draw a line. Mahrattas & Kumbis eat
together and intermarry and do not differ in
appearance religion or customs”.

(Bombay Gazetteer PoonaVol. XXIII Part 1.)

1818 = ef.b 30 2T DY) e mwﬁmaﬁj
mev;‘&) (&(rvﬁdefﬁa ’(M)f) 3057 i&r‘vmhfbdﬁ»'\’%éo
3V -‘i)ﬁowaio“m‘x 505 Doxoae A NUE SCUSUIRF ot oo

e95% pooer aY‘@otSow*‘% &80 RSD *ﬂﬁgmxu KT
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“The Marathas are found all over the dis-
trict. The 1881 Census includes them uuder
Kumbis from whom they do not form a Sepa-
rate Caste”.

(Bombay Gazetteer Vol. X1X.)
“Maratthas form the majority of the Hindu

population and are cultivators describing them-

selves as Kumbis”
(ImperialGazetteer of India,KolhapurVal XV.)
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Maharashtra is the country of the Mara-
thas who form 307, of its populotion. The terms
s now reserved for the descendants of the old
fighting stock, a hardy and vigorous class, once
the terror of India now merged very largely in
the cultivating class known as Kumbi”. (Impe-
rial Gozetteer of India (New edition) Vol XVTI-

= DB Bver IS %(715@ KereSH oS OK S0
m_ffd BHT 00 505 8 SHeeraH SrEoese Y
e HosHnd HyBBTCBIGS  aH T w5 d, %8,
SN THHRITY, (L BI 000 TG GhB TS
BooD 25;55563150;0,)?50-503"&’69 E—o:"m me: Ba@:’u%‘
aHTosT E)‘(Arvtb «‘u;-.é:))i;lgoda(?(e)t(). I AT Co N V2N LN
2D HOW TR 00DV FIT Y 50X S0 R
'xvs’?sziwm T EFREOI0 Womy 3.

Vol XIII Page 247 Hyderabad State

“The Kapus or Kumbjs the great agricul-
tural Caste in the State number 2953000 per-
sons or 267 of the whole population.

Vol XVTI Page 261 and 262, Maderas Presi-
dency “of the Hindu Castes of Madras the
largest are the Kapus numbering 25760000 in
1904. They are divided in endless sub-castes
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which keep severally apart from one another
and usually decline to intermarry or even to
eat together”

(Vol XVI Page 436 Maharashira)
“Maharashtra is the count'v i the Mara-
thas who from 307 of its population...............
The term is now reserved for the descendants
of tne old fighting stock, a hardy and vigorous
class once the terror of Indin, now merged very
largely in the cultivating class known as
Kumbi...... Three million persons in the XKon
kan and Deccan returned themselves as Mara-
thas in the census in 1901, and from backbone
of the population in the Bombay Presidency,
fond of their traditions of deads of wvalour
embodied in the ballads of thelcountry-side.
The, Maratha peasanty are a frugal and peace
loving people content to extort & bare, subsis-
tence from the story Deccan uplands or the
rocky spurs,of the Ghats. At holiday season
they make pilgrimages to numerous shrines
of saints and heroeslscattered over tho country-
side & expend sall sums in harmless Merry-
making when the business lof the 'pilgrimage
has been disposed of. Itis possible that the
Marathas are connected with the Reddis of the

Telugu”
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(Vol XVI Page 193 & 194 Mysore State.)

“The Hindus have been arranged into 72
Castes or Classes, of these the strongest nume-
rically are wakkaligars (I287000). The wak-
kaligars (in Hiudustani Kunbi) are the culti-
vators or ryots. They include numerous tribes,
some of Kanarese & some of Telugu origin.
Their headmen are called Gandas......... The
wakkaligars are mostly vegetarians and do not
drink intoxicating liquor. The Gangadekra
who from nearly one half of the class, are
purely kanarese, found chiefly in the central
& Southern tracts. They represent the subjects
of the ancient Gangavans which formed the
nuclens of the Ganga Empire. At tho present
day they are followars some of Siva & sbome of
Vishnu. Next in nnmber are the Morasu Wak-
kaligars, chiefly in Kolar & Bangalore Disticts.
They appear to have been originally immigrants
from a District called Morasunad to the
east of Mysore whose chiefs formed settle-
ments at the end of the 14th Cenury in the
past round Nandidroog......... In the old days
many of them acted inthe Kandachar or native
Militia. They are not only cultivators but
some times trade injgrain. The Reddis are
found chiefly in the East and North and have
numerous Sub Divisions. To some extent they
seem to be of Telugu origin amd have beem
supposed to represent the subjects of the
ancient Rattoyade or kingdom of Rattos”,
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Koormees: These people state that they
emigrated from the South 1200' years ago.
They claim descent from Raja Bal Bhudra
Soorajbans, who lived in the Tretrayug, the
second age of the world”

[Memo, on the Castes prevailing in the
district of Jhansea.]
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