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INTRODUCTION.
-
I

In the preparation of the Virata Parvan for the
press, the following seven manuscripts, fully repre-
sentative of the Southern Recension, were utilised:—
A--represents  the  Principal Text printed.  The

Manuscript belongs  to Mr. Krishnaswami
Sastrigal, Sub-Registrar, Tanjore District.
Its description is as follows:—Substance—
palm-Jeat ; Size=19) x 2! inches; Leaves—50;
Lincs—--1I--13 to a page; Script-Telugu;
Virat, Parvan complete; Date of transcrip-
tion—Monday, 2nd July, 1604. A. D.

g—Is vsed tor additional readings, ctc. The Manu-
~cript Lelongs to Mr. Krishnaswami Sastrigal
Sub- Registrar, Tanjore District. [ts descrip-
tion is as  follows—Substance-palm-leat ;
Size - 17 x 2. inches ; Lines=—13 toa page;
Scaipt—Grantha; Virata Parvan complete ;
Date of transcription—Thursday the 1.4th
November, 1799 A. D.

@—is used for additional readings, ¢t..  The Manu-
~cript belongs to Pandit Narayana Aiyangar of
Anantakrishnapuram village in the Tinnavelly
District. Its description is as follows: —
Subtance-palm leaf; Size—16 ~ 1, inches;
Lines—9 to a page ; Script~Grantha ; Virata
Purvan complete; Date of transcription—
Thursday the 13th August, 1896. A. D.

¥—is used for additional readings, etc. The Manu-
script was procured for us by Mr. K. K.
Lakshminarayana lyer of Kadayam village in
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the Tinnevelly District from Mr. Natesa Iyer.
Its description is as follows:-—Substance—
palm-leaf; Size—14% x 17 inches; Leaves—
132; Lines—9 to a page; Script—Grantha ;
Virata Parvan complete ; Date of transcrip-
tion— January, 1825. A. D.

®—is used for additional readings, etc. The Manu-

script  belongs to Mr. T. S. Kuppuswami
Iyer of Taruvai viilage in the Tinnevelly
District. Its description is as follows:-—
Substance—palm=leaf ; Size=—15x 1° inches;
Lines 5 to 9 to a page; Script-Grantha; Virita
Parvan complete ; Date of transcription—
Saturday, the 6th January., 1849 A. D.

F—is used for additional readings, etc. The manu-

script belongs to Mr. R. S. Rajagopala Ayyar,
Advocate, Trichinopoly, whose native village
is Nalloor in the Tanjore District. This
Manuscript was used in the preparation of the
Grantha Edition of the text printed from
Sarabhojirajapuram from 1895 A. D. on-
wards. Its description is as follows:—
Substance-palm-leaf ; Size—15] x 2] inches;
Lines—18 to 20 to a page; Script-Grantha.

#—is used for additional readings, etc. The Manu-

script belongs to Brahma Sri Kesavaru of
Manalikkara Mutt in the Travancore State
The Manuscript was procured for us

oy

atal

Pandit Sambasiva Sastri, Curator of Orier is
Manuscripts, Trivandrum. [ts descripti  Sjyo__
as follows:--Substance palm-leaf; = ., Script
11, x 2inches; Lines—12 to a page  :te; Date
Malayalam ; Virata Parvan complc  rch, 1713,

of transcription—Sunday. 15th Me
A. D.
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art—is used for additional readings which are given
in the Appendix. The Manuscript belongs
to His Gracious Highness the Maharaja of
Travancore. The Manuscript was made availa-
ble to us through the good offices of that en-
lightened scholar and statesman, the Hon’ble
Sir. C. P. Ramaswami lyer, K.C.I.LE. Its des-
cription is as follows :—Substance-palm-leaf;
Size—211 x 1/ inches ; Leaves—82; Lines—
9 to a page; Script—Malayalam ; Virata
Parvan complete. This Manuscript was re-
ceived only after the Virata Parvan Text
had been printed off. However, an appendix
containing the more important additions of
at least half-stanzas are added at the end for
the information of scholars.

11

I'rom the Anukramanikadhyaya of the Adi
Parvan, it will be obscrved that, according to the
Southern Recension, the Virata Parvan should con-
sist of 67 chapters and 3,500 stanzas, whercas, ac-
cording to the Northern Recension, the number of
chapters remains the same, though the number of
stanzas need be only 2050 (See the Tables appended
to the Introductions to Vols. I &II) No single
manuscript that has been used for the printing of
the Southern Recension divides the Virata Parvan
into exactly sixty-seven chapters. Even the Grantha
Edition of the text, published about 1895, from
Sarabhojirajapuram, Tanjore, divides the text into
as many as seventy-six chapters. All the manuscripts
of the Southern Recension agree in dividing the text
into either seventy-six or in some cases seventy-
seven chapters. We have shown in appropriate
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places in the body of the Text the deviations of the
several manuscripts wherever they occur.

In the tentative edition of the Virata Parvan,
already issued by the Bhandarkar Oriental Research
Institute, Poona, Dr. Utgikar, the learned editor, has
printed the text, dividing it into sixty-seven chapters,
A carefu) examination of the scheme of chapters,
both in the Northern and the Southern Recensions,
reveals the process that has been responsible for the
unnecessary multiplication of chapters.  If the
chapters are rearranged on the principle of grouping
one or more chapters together, if cither the Northern
or the Southern Texts favour it, we easily arrive at
the figure, sixty-seven, which is what has been ixed
by the Anukramanikadhyaya, according to both
Recensions.  We have, thercfore, printed the Text
in sixty-seven chapters, observing the above principle.
However, to illustrate the divergences at a glance, a
Concordance exhibiting the scheme of chapters in the
Northern Receusion, according o the Poona Edition
with Bhavadipa, the Mixed Recension, according to
the Kumbakonam edition, and the Southern Recen-
sion, according to the Text printed herein, is ap-
pended.

As for the total number of stanzas in the Virata
Parvan, we are happy to note that, according to
our printed cdition, the Virata Parvan contains all
the 3,500 stanzas claimed for it. The actual num-
ber of stanzas in all the (7 chapters, according to
the Principal Text edited comes to 3283 stanzas. The
additional stanzas, given as 3ifqwq: in the several
footnotes, yield after re-examination as specified in
the last page of the Text 217 stanzas making
thus a total of 3,500 stanzas for the whole Virata
Parvan.



CONCORDANCE.

Manuscripts of

Poona Iidition | Kumbakonam Southern the Southern
with Bhay adipal Edition Recension Recension
Chapter . Chapter Chapter ' Chapter-
omutted : \ 1 {
1 2 2 2
o 4 ' 3 3
" 4 + +
M . 5 | S D
by Yy i ' 4
) 74 N i 7
[§ S omitied : onntted
7 9 7 S
& 10 } ~ ]
1 11 " 10
12 12 10 11
10 13 11 12
1 ' 14 12 13
1 ! 5 i 13 14
iy . u, 4y |53
oA . 17y 1 o 16
15 | N 15 17
; ' 19 ’ e :
l‘( r W 165 {:
omitted A 'fl'\ ! . \ 20-

' 22 { 17 21
wl B 2 1 ! »
1wy ! N : ) .

20 | 23 s 22
o1 | 2.’;-1- ‘ 19 23
22 ! 25 20 | 24
o 26 1 25
23 : 2 ] 2 26
24 | 28 | a2 27
25 20 . 23 28
26 30 : 24 29
27 ¢ 313 257 30 }
28 4 ! s ‘ W "

* A and ¥ kosas omit stanzas 1424 to 1793, formmng a
separate chapter n all other manuscripts. Hence the total number
of chapters wil] be only 76 for ¥ &
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Manuscripts of
the Southern
Recension

B Chapter

Poona Edition Kumbakonam] Southern
with Bhavadipa) Edition | Recension
Chapter- Chapter, | Chapter.

' |

1l

|

207 ! 32 26 31
31 | 33 I 27 32
32 34 | ug 33
33 | 35 ! 20 | 34
34 i 36 i 30 ! 35
35 : 37 ' 31 36
36} : 3873 27 | 37|
37 i ) . |
38 : 39 33 38
39 10 34 39
wt | N |
41 i ) S |
42 i 41 35 40
43 i 42 36 41
44 ; 43 37 42
45 44 38 43
4!; 13 I 153 393 a4
» 3 46§ ) 45
47 I &7 T 46
48 48 41 a7
49 | 49 42 18
20 50 43 49
P R 51
56 53 i 46 52
53 o4 | 47 53
s omo ] 54
55 . 36 49 35
omitted 57 : 50 56
60 o8 ] 51 57
58 50 | 52 58
59 60 ‘ 53 59
60 61 54 60
647 62y | 55) 61
w ) 63 3 ) 62
gg } 61 ;c 56 } 63 }
" » ,
61 65 3 a4
65 66 | 58 65
66 67 59 66
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Poona Edition | Kumbakonam Southern | !Y[l?:usgg:g::rgf
with Bhavadipa Edltion Recension ; Recension
Chapter Cha‘p(ex:. N _(:hapter i Chapter-
67 " 66 60 67
68 ! 69 61 68
» : 70 " § 69
omutc-la . LAY 62y 70
5 1-69 72 g " 7
omutted I 73 s 5 72
70 74 63 : 7
71 . 75 64 T4
omitted ! 76 65 75
72 | 7 66 T
. l 78 67 | 77

[ .

The principle underlying the editing of the
tentative edition of the Virata Parvan published by
the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute —a
principle that is being followed in the monumental
critical edition of the Adi Parvan published by the
same Institute, is to arrive at the Principal Text by
omitting most additions found in the Northern but
not supported in the Southern as well as most
additions found in the Southern but not found in
the Northern Recensions. Such a process, though
it may certainly lead us to a text that is common
to both the Recensions, can at best give us only a
Sunigraha-Mahabharata but surcly not the Maha-
Bharata of Vyasa. Be this as it may, it is enough
to point out that the several important and major
additions found in the Southern Recension, but
omitted in the Northern Recension, are all part and
parcel of the text of the Virata Parvan as known to
Nannaya already in 1022 A.D. and to Vadiraja,
the author of the Laksalankara who flourished
about 1339 A.D.
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In so far as the Virata Parvan is concerned,
we are able to point out the following seven distin-
guishing marks as peculiarly characteristic of the
Southern Recension: —

(N

«2)

3)

5

Chapters I & LI of the Southern Recension
are welded together as one in the Northern
Recension, the main incidents of chapter 1
being described in the last chapter of the
previcus  Parvan, the Vana  Parvan  and
omitted in the Virata Parvan, according to
Northern Recension.

The Southern Recension completely omits
the Durgastava after thapter VI while the
same appedis as a scparite chapter in the
Northern Recension.

The Northern Recension omits in full chap-
ter 50 of the Southern Recension.

The Northern Recension omits the incidents
narrated in detaidl in stanzas 1-25 of chapter
02 wherein the coming of the gods to witness
the conflict between Arjuna and the Kaura-
vas, and their departure are narrated.

The Northern Recension omits the incidents
narrated in stanzas Ot to 111% of chapter
62 wherein the meeting of Yudhigthira by
Bhima and Arjuna during night and their
resolve to kill Virata and others outright is
shown by Yudhisthira to be unnecessary
and premature.

The Northern Recension omits in full chap-
ter 65, where Ultara advises Virata to give
away his sister Uttara in marriage to Arjuna
to pacify Yudhisthira and Virata offers
Uttara accordingly.
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(7) The Northern Recension omits the incidents
narrated in stanzas 192 to 333 of chapter 66
wherein the messenger of Duryodhana in-
forms Yudhigthira that they would have to
proceed to the torest once again for a period
of thirteen years as Arjuna had been found
out before the expiry of the thirteenth year,
upon  which Yudhisthira replies that
Bhisma may be referred to in case of doubt
whereupon Bhisma, after due deliberation
states that the thirteenth year bad already
passed before Arjuna revealed himself.

v

In a letter, dated 11-5-1932, Dr. M. Winternitz
writes from Prague:—

“The Commentary of Vadiraja is no doubt
very important. But it is a pity that Vadiraja does
not say more about himself. As there are several
writers known by the name of Vadiraja, one should
like to have the certainty that the author of the
Laksalankara is identical with the one whe died in
Saka 1267.”

We are glad to assure Dr. Winternitz that the
author of the Laksgalankara is the Vadiraja who
died in S’aka 1267 as is fully borne out by the
following colophon appearing at the end of the
Laksgalanikara to the Virata Parvan:

« gfa MwsATmRy woarlasat giEamt dafasat
freqafen  sinsfrshesfingriinddfinesusEas-
AIARAAFRUIN I IOFTSATER  Tgagiantsear-
: I gt faveed no gag
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Vadiraja’s contemporaneity with Vagisa
Tirtha is thus established beyond doubt.

\%

On page XXXV of his Preface to “A Descriptive
Catalogue of Sanskrit Manuscripts in the Collections
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Volume V, Purana
Manuscripts ", the late Mahamahopadhyaya Hara-
prasada Shastri, has the following remarks:—*1
have consulted all available editions of the Maha-
bharata and many manuscripts; but this table (as
found in the Parvasungrahadhyaya of chapters and
stanzas to each Parvan) is uniform everywhere
¥ * * * When cverything in the Mahabharata
is changing, this table remains fixed and I believe
like an anchor.” (According to the table he has
made in p. XXXIV, the Virata contains 67 chapters
and 2050 stanzas). Utgikar, the Editor of the
tentative edition of the Virata Parvan, makes also
similar remarks on pp. XXXI and XXXII of his
Introduction. We have to point out, in no un-
certain terms, that the figures enumerating chapters
and stanzas for each Parvan in the Parvasangraha-
dhyaya are generally at variance in each of the
Recensions, Northern and Southern. We have
already added a comparative table of this enumera-
tion on pp. XVIII and XIX of our Introduction to
Vol. I and shown also how the enumeration in the
Southern Recension has also the authority of
Nannaya who lived C. 1022 A.D. (See pp. XXX
of introduction to Vol. 11.)

Proceeding on the basis that the enumeration
in the Northern Recension is correct, Dr. Utgikar
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remarks that the additions found in the Southern
Recension are all interpolations of a later date. It
is the fashion with some scholars to believe that
of two Texts, the leaner is the more genuine,
whilst the larger is generally a later and an inter-
polated one. We are afraid that sucha view with
regard to the Maliabharata text may not be either
scientific or in consonance with tradition. We have
already shown in our Introduction to Vol. 1I on
pp- XI how the Mahabharata text-tradition arose.
In our journcy backwards in tracing the history of
the Mahabharata Text, we {ind that Vadiraja who
lived about three hundred years before Nilakantha,
the author of the Bhavadipa, has already fixed the
Southern Recension through his Laksalankara.
Three hundred years carlier than Vadiraja, Nannaya
Bhat has also lixed thce authoritativeness and
genuineness of the Southern Recension of the
Mahabharata in his Andhra Bharatamu. At least
two or threc hundred years earlier should have been
the date by which the Mahabharata had probably
spread to Insulindia, notably Java. The Javanese
version of the Mahabharata had already been made
in the ycar 996 A. D. and an examination of this
version has convinced Dr. Utgikar that “ the Javanese
version was made from the Southern Recension of
the Virata Parvan.” The Javanese version is a general
rendering of the Mahabharata story in the Kavi
language interspersed with pratikas from the Sanskrit
original.

It will thus be seen that whatever may be the
exact nature of the Southern Recension, its text-
tradition is sufficiently well authenticated and claims
4a pretty long antiquity. The guestion therefore is
which is the more ancient and genuine version of
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the Mahabharata, the Northern with its comparative-
ly thin content or the Southern Recension with its
peculiarly full content. Its length and bulk
need not militate against its genuineness as
regards the Southern Recension, especially when we
know, that even according to higher criticism as
applied to Shakespcare, the Folio Henry 7, though
later in date and bulkicr in content, is generally
considered the more genuine in preference to the
Quarto Henry V, though earlier in date and less
bulky in content.

It is, therefore, quite possible that the Southern
Recension with its comparative fullness and authen-
ticated, as it is, by its acceptance by a large line of
authors and their works may yet prove to be
the more genuine and authoritative version of
Vyasa's Mahabharata.

PRESIDENCY UOLLEGE,)
MADRAS. - P. P. 5. SASTRL
30-6-1952, )
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