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WERT FEEEsH o, T IR 3 43 WE g5 &
ST 9T 57 U, gm. qraa (N S. Takakhav) § sy ‘The

Life of Shivaji Maharaj’ gEas o é, IqH F aEa ‘&_
“A more romantic incident is interwoven by certain writers
in their version of Agra episode. It is related that on the
occasion when Shivaji was invited to the Durbar the ladies of
the imperial harem out of a natural curiosity to see with their
own eyes one of whose romantic escapades they had heard
so much, were seated behind the curtain. Among these ladies
was an unmarried daughter of Aurangzeb, known as Zebunnisa
Begum. The Princess was twenty-seven years of age. It is
said that the Begum fell in love with Shivaji, though it was not
perhaps merely a case of love at flrst sight. Already had she
heard, so runs this romantic accouut, of his valour and efforts
for the advancement of his country’s liberties. Already had the
fame of his romantic and soul-stirring advantures ravished her
heart. His generosity towards the fallen foe, his filial devotion,
his examplary piety towards the gods of his country had
touched in her breast a chord of sympathy. And now had he
come after achieving so many labours in the furtherance of his
country’s cause, after so many shocks of battle with her
father’s invincible forces—now bad he come as a conciliated
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friend and ally, to honour the hospitality of the Mogul Court.
These feelings had prepared her heart for the first advances
of a passion, which Shivaji’s conduct in the durbar only served
to make even deeper than before. It is said she vowed a firm
resolve that she would either wed Shivaji or remain a virgin
for life.”
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&7 12 | taaret g1 S F 6 o faet, ag sget R
A Stwrag & & WA ot | o agaw qEn ] Aot gas
Shivaji and Iis Times F g8 39 qT AT 53:&2 T g —
“Parikh-i-Shivaji ( Persian ) says that in utter disgust at
Shivaji's waywardness, Dadaji took poison, when Shiva was
17 years old.
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