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xxxii CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS

P.

P.

pP.

vi, L 115 For «ails, an unnecessary emendation, read ;.-..5!,..
and cf. the List of archaic forms, ctc., where other ex-
amples are cited.

v L S jets c)},l So also Hamza (p. o ¥), but the correct
reading is y o3\& T = I\ S CF Tab., 1, 839,
last linc, and Sasaniden, p. 57, note 5.

A5, LY. For p& Q—i read gt (Hameza, p. 84, L. 1™ fr. foot has
svpat).  Abrashabr and Jurjin are mentioned together
in Tab., 1, 819, 13. The former is the ancient name of
the Nishapur district (Sasariden, p. 17, note z).

Jo,L Y. OUlehs Si!

§o,L tA For Olea read oleam.

9A, L™ For aia read upd. Cfop. || 9, last linc and fol.

e o, LY. Herc the Adrsndma has preserved the correct form of

the name which in Tab. appears as ;1;8l,.
I Pl 25eY

LA L Read ool ooedlayS 5 geaio S Cyal (e

14T, LA. For jeu\% read jo2ls.

LIS, LS. For Slesew read ologuomino.

LTS, 1Y, For -..0;.-.‘ read 3qmms.

. 1Mo, note §. Dele “but the word is probably corrupt.”

e, L. For by,e9lig read yevley, or supply siug o 5 aoley after

<

the words i e (i se-.

e, LY. For oy read b,

0SS, Lo For wolgyUread gyl

CEe, L l*or Olealos read Oylamalesn.

1ol g, Por |).»|)1..u..o rcad 1).al)m

1o, LI r. For Gle read Lla.

109, L Lt For (§pewe read, perhaps, (grame, “a tithe.”

. v o. Under (oo dele 5 azayS g-e=alls. Cf notconp. =%, L I~

above.



- ns L
-ro, L

L Pv,
CPA, LE
.r‘o,l
L
LS, LA
e, L and LY. (p2ep2 is o corruption of (gsy or (§s,5. The

CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS

> Ly
. V.
8.
.

e, LA
L, L ..

B A A
.10, L 1™ fol. According to ‘Tab., 1, 689, 1 sl was the lagab of

—
€ -
R

L re, LS

NANNER

B RV

9.

LY L.
129, note |.

oM, LY.

For Hlakw read golade.

andd is probably a mistake of the copyist for aas.

For _gaae read _gas-.

The correct spelling of 3y 1s 3,2 (3y4). Cf. Tabari, 1, 166,
3 foll. _

s 3l ool aza$ o This gencalogy agrees with codd. C
and I'n. of Tabari, 1, 175.

?'-JI Olesl Ot Oaunzpsl. For this gencalogy of Faridin
cf. Tab., 1, 227, 4 foll.

FFor a,ls read aylS.

Khumani.

For jlopam read (ylopsm, as on p. | 3.

T'he mother of Bariandukht and Shirdya was the Roman
princess, Maria (cf. Sasaneden, p. 390, note z).

Tab. and the Mujmil have Oyle,Se31 (3 3151852, which
is correct.

For OlpeS read OS and cf. the List of archaic forms
cte., under sy,

For jlstoaws read -ljghaaws.

HMieliaj. The correct form is wigluj (Hamz, p. ¥v).
For «wjlstcaws read aylistoaws.

TFor jeaw! Tab., 1, 181, 12 has jslaw!.

aslyj. Tab., 1, 605, 9 has op3lj .

Shdkndma, ed. Macan, p. AVI™, 1. % from foot, calls him
035 1§95, Tab., 1, 611, 3 has Olawidd o Vo0
ST,y Cf. Sasantden, p. 9, note 2.

Instead of 2&5y85) Ot T would now propese to read
either p&jya3t jlpt (High Counsellor) or & w3t alone.
The corrupt form y&jleily! occurs again on p. 94, 1. | v.

slas is probably a mistake for ylas.
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(3 1, °), transitive, “to leave.”
(VF, 1), “of noble birth.”
(V1065315 0,085 LV, ovs E v, ), “tribute” “revenue”

(derived from taxes). At Vi, ¢ ;.a.él,_o, the reading of B,
should be restored. '

(1o, s5). Here O35 ailee, apparently, mecans ““to
escape ”; no doubt the idea is that the fugitive puts a space
between himself and his pursuers.
(vo,v) Obe ;;).,3, “the champion of the world.”

¢
(r~r, ), “the art of painting.”
(1, ;5 315, ¥), ‘““hostage.”  The plural oites (from 1e3)
occurs at o, 7. .

followed by plural noun (§ «, 1).

‘T'he foregoing list illustrates the fact that the Persian clement in the

language of the Fiérsndma is cxceptionally large: in some passages the
R <

Arabic words amount to no more than 20 or 25 per cent. of the whole.

REYNOLD A. NICHOLSON.



(157,045 159, v+ ) = idpu,
- (VV, s 1A, Y) = ?'.J),..a. With (3,8, “to bore”
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(1™A, v¢). Mr le Strange translates Lzl here by “shady
places,” “ pavilions,” but the reading is probably corrupt.

(Aeyr), “f:xhaustcd.” QMT saiuy with 1 (vo,ve; §9,11),
“ .0 become weary of.”

'

(through a mountain).

(1 ro, ), of lions, “fierceness,” “fury.” The dictionaries
have it only as an adjective.

(1 1€, ¢), “violent,” “overbearing.”

(19, :v) = o3yed. In the phrase spod W (Gjays it is
synonymous with the Arabic 3edxe.

(I™0, se). On this rare word, which Mr l¢ Strangc trans-
lates by “rents” or ‘““surplus revenues,” sec his note in
JRAS (1912), p. 316. He points out that it occurs in the
Mu‘jam of Shams-i Qays, p. 11%, 1. 10.

(1or v; 1 or, iv), “arm (of a sca),” ““gulf.”

(1, 1), “estimate” (of the value of a crop).

”

(1™9,4-). Mrle Strange renders.the word by “condiment,
“preserve.” Dozy gives the meaning “grapge de raisin
suspendue au plancher.”

preposition (| ¢ 0, o).

(1159, vv), “pride” (in a good sense), opp. to  Gavj-

(0e, v I PY,1-), “sculpture.”

B writes > for as, <1 for AGT, A5 lg for aOlia, cte.

uS).f (tF,015 04,1) = d,,f, ¢ Zoroastrianism.”

25 9 yS
N
Y

(r1, ) :ﬁf. In this passage OUpS, for which the text
has Q'),;,. should be restored ; it is supported by the form
LsSmS noted above.

(1Ve,n).

(113, 1), “malodorousness.”

(Y, s ’ {1V, v), of a river, “sweet and wholesome.”

(1 ™€, 1a). Meanin obscure.
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uf,;; (o, tr), “captivity.”
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(™1, \A), “sowing,” “agriculture.”

(3, ¢), “courier.”
The pluperfect 349 0342 OCCUrs at e, 1; Yo, 5; | | A, 1A,
(114, v), “a kind of ship or boat.” Cf. Dozy, Supplément,
under Loos.

2
(V1%, v¢) =_a34.
(V1Er%, 85 11915, ), “irrigated (land or crops).” Apparently
derived from (g;l, “the produce of trass or cultivated
land” and ._:T, “water.”  Another spelling is «o,3!
(*1,1v), “tradg,” “handicraft.”
(1 115, 1o, 1a), used as a noun, §incursion,” “warlike ex-
pedition.”
(%1% 65150, v+ 5 315,093 99, 605 | 1o, 0A), in the Fdrsndma
always (pidmed alnS = Hiwles aind, “to scek vengeance.”
An example is cited from Asagi by Vullers, 1, 478. Cf. Mas-
navi, Biliq cd., Bk 1, p. 134:,,3))1’ Sslae o _oujed Jas.
oo (Lo 1, 00) = ot Oom.

* (1 ro, ), “strength,” “courage.”

(100, v¢), ¢to become dry.” The reading is conjectural
but almost certain. At p. (™93, +. I think Dl emey, ‘“they
dry,” should be read instead of aibeamy, ““they boil.”

compounded with j» (AM, v), intransitive, “to continue.”
Cf. the English use of ‘“iold on” and “hold out.”

(™1, A), “intelligence,” “acute perception,”
(rv,1v) and 388w (s, 1), “hand-tool,” “implement.”
(AL, ve), with (3,8, “ 9 make captive.”

The plural form U\,) occurs with ,, meaning “both”
Voo, ) u‘,,)b is also found in the Skdindma.

(vv, 5-), “pair.” a38qs QI 3V (&b, “one of those two
lions.” '

(101, 4), “the art of moulding.”

35 (1v, 1), « age.”
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A LIST O ARCHAIC FORMS AND UNUSUAL WORDS
FOUND IN THE BRITISIHH MUSEUM MS. OF THE
FARSNAMA.

3jst

MU:l)‘T

QM\&T

ey}
At
ey
]
s
R
e
WY
ey

b

(104, r), the diminutive form .‘J:):._:l’ (10, 1¢). Mr
le Strange translates it by “syphon-tube.” 1In both passages
the word denotcs some contrivance for drawing off water
(from a river) in order to supply a castle. On p. { oA, 1o
S350 (1t) Lp? scems to mean “they draw off the supply
of water.”

(187, vs), “ietter of emuncipation.”

compounded with y3 (§ A, vv), explained in the dictionaries
as meaning ‘““to provoke (any one) to fight” ; but here, prob-
ably, “to beset,” ““to encompass.” Cf. (_).&g)\i‘j and Q;}T,
“to swallow.”

(A1, Y) = ok ppm.

(3 A 10) = 5V,

(PA, £-) = 0pL&, “a bird uscd in hunting.”

(o3, A5 1PV, ve) = _ofh.

(VQ) £ A0, qq’ 4, th') = ""‘W"L B s

(00,15 AT 4 oy 65 Ll 5 IITF, v 17V, ) = O \3RSL
(Pv,r-). (6o o, “rustic dialect,” “ patois.”

(A1, A), “horse.”

See 2Ly

= ) Or lg'(vl, A 919,05 319,005 1o Y, ). In all these
instances j is followed by a noun and the meaning “ back
to” is implied, but the word seems to be used as a prepo-

sition, not as an adverb. Cf. my cdition of the Tudkkiratu
’l-Awliyd of Faridu'ddin ‘Attdr, pt. ii, Preface, pp. 7 and 13.

(1o, 5 1S, ve; |18, &), “lacking irrigation,” opposed
to ik, ¢.2.
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dnk and chundnk for the modern dnkiZ and chundnkik. Further,
we meet with a small number of words, mostly technical terms
of revenue assessment, that are often wanting in the dictionaries,
but the general meaning of which it is not difficult to come ‘to
from' tne context.”

The present edition, therefore, is based upon the British
Museum MS,, Or. 5983 (referred to as B), which I have collated
throughout with the Paris MS. (referred to as P), using the
photographs that were made for Mr le Strange. He himself had
already copiced, collated, and prepared for press the last thirty
folios (62-90); and this copy he handed over to me, together '
with a transcription of ff. 1-61 made at his ‘instance by
Dr Ahmad Khédn. Thus ff. 62-go have practically been edited
by Mr le Strange, while I am solely responsible for the remainder.
In other words, he has taken charge of the geography, on which
he is so great an authority, and the local history, lcaving to me
the general history and, of course, a frec hand in all textual
questions. Here the chicf difficultics arise from the corruption
of many names occurring in the legerdary history of Persia.
Probably most of them were incorrectly written by the author:
we need not suppose that his copyists alone are to blame. Ina
few cases these names might be restored by conjecture, but their
emendation lies beyond my scope, and as a rule I have not
attempted it either in th2 text or in the footnotes. For the later
period, Noldeke's researches in his Geschichte der Perser und
Araber sur Zeit dev Sasaniden (referred to as Sasanider) have
enabled me to correct a number of eriors ; and with the help of
Hamt.a aned Tabari one may hope to have cleared the path more
or less adequately, though some dark places must always remain
in a text depending, as this virtually does, upon a sin{gle MS.
written six hundred years ago. | have retained the archaic
forms and spellings which charac.erize B and of which a list
will be found below. The printed text, however, departs from
the original in this respect, that  is distinguished from o,

from m, and o from ), for I agreed with Professor Browne,
who advised me to follow the modern practice as being more
convenient to the reader, while the defective script would also
have left uncertain the pronunciation of many geographical and
historical names.
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rently undated?, but by the writing and archaic spelling judged
to be not later than the early fourteenth century (eighth A.H.).
The other clearly a copy made of this MS., which belongs to
the Bibliothéque Nationale in Paris, and came there from the
Schefer Collection (Blochet, Cat. MSS. persans, i, p. 309, No. 503,
and Supplément, 1052), and which was written in 1273 (1856).
The Paris copy is indeed of little usc except to show how a
Persian of the present day read the older MS., and as occasionally
giving us a word that has disappeared, partially or wholly, in the
mending process to which the British Museum MS. was subjected
when it camc a few years ago, after presentation in loose leavcs, to
be bound for the Museum use. In some outstanding cases where
lacunae occur I have been able to fill these in by a reference to
the Geography of Hafiz Abrg, the Sezretary of Timir—of which
the India Office anc the Muscum (Or. 1577) both possess good
copies—who has copied most of the Fdrsndma into the work he
composed in 820 (1417). Further, of course, the MSS. of the
Nuzhat very often serve to emend a reading. The Museum MS.
is written for the most part in double columns? a complicated
system, which has led to the modern (Paris) copy having the
articles very often transcribed out of order through the careless-
ness of the copyist, who thus has given many towns (under their
separate headings) to the wrong District (K#r@). In the longer
articles, however, the scribe of the Museum MS. has written
across the page (ze. in single column), and the order of this copy
will be best understood by a reference to the following footnote®.
The Persian text is in the British Museum MS. somewhat
archaic, and in the spelling retains the older forms of &7 {ur kik,

*1 Faintly written, and much disfigured by the mending, there is a colophon on
fol. go 4 which may possibly read: ‘“and the transcription thereof was ~ompleted in
the year 671 (A.D. 1271).

2 This and the following obhservations refer to the geographical part of the work.
The remainder, with the exception ol a few folios, is written across the yage in the
usual way.

*3 If R. and L. be taken to indicate the right- and left-hand columns respectively,
a and 4 standing for 7eczo and verso of the folios, the Istakhr District begins with the
R. column fol. 657, following on with the R. columns of fols. 654, 66a and 4, then
back to L. column of fol. 65 a, followed by fols. 654 L., 66a L. and { L. Next, on
66 6 below, the MS. reads across for Istakhr City, fols. 67 2 and 4 and the top of 684
being all in one column. After this, again, 68 @ below goes back to the double column,

the next article beginning 68 a R., followed by 68 4 R., then back to 68a L. and 68 4
L., which gives the last town of the district.
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f+A). Much of this agrees with Tabar{, but there is also a
considerable amount of new matter, ¢g. concerning Mazdak
(pp- A¥1-31) and the administrative reforms introduced by
Antisharwdn, including his appointment of two ministers for the
purpose of checking the dangerous power which had hitherto
been concentrated in the hands of the Vizier (Buzurjmihr).
Ibnu ’lI-Balkh{ places the last ten Sdsdnian monarchs in the
following order: 1. ShirGya. 2. Ardashir ibn Shiriya. 3. Shahr-
bardz (Farrukhdn). 4. Kisrd Khurahdn ibn Arsldn, 5. Kisrd
(ibn) Qubdd ibn Hurmuz. 6. Burdndukht bint Kisrd (Aparwiz).
7. Firz Jushnaspdah. 8. Azarmidukht bint Aparwiz. 9. Far-
rukhzdd Khusraw ibn Aparwiz. 10. Yazdajird ibn Shahriydr.
Tabar{ omits the fourth and fifth names in this list, which other-
wise follows the same order as his. For Kisrd ibn Qubad ibn
Hurmuz (also mentioned by Hamza), seec Sasaniden, p. 390,
note 1. His predecessor, Kisra Khurahdn? ibn Arsldn? is appa-
rently unknown, except from Ibnu’l-Balkh{. It should be noted,
as further indicating the quality of our author’s work, that besides
the fact of Buardndukht's marriage to Shahrbariz (on which
I have commented above) he has preserved the names of seven
ancestors of Firdz Jushnaspdah, who traced his descent from
Shédptr the son of Yazdajird al-Athfm, while no other authority
has recorded 'the names of more than three® In short, if I may
venture to pronounce an opinion, the history of the Persian kings
which Ibnu ’I-Balkh{ lays before us in this part of his book is
compiled from (palmary sources, adds something to our know-
ledge, and has the merit of being written in an easy and excellent
style. :

The manuscripts of the Fdrsndma are described by Mr
le Strange as follows :

“Two MSS. only of the work appear to exist in Europe.
One a very old copy in the British Museum (Or. 5983), appa-

1 Khurahin is another form of Farrukh4n (Sasamiden, p. 292, note 2). The MSS.
of the Fdrsndma have y\pm, yUbymm, and jloysm. His full genealogy is given on
pp. FE-Fo. 2 A¥sldn is of course a Turkésh name and inadmissible here.

3 The Firsndma gives the following pedigree (p. §e, 1. 1¢): Firiz Jushnas(p)dah,
son of Bahrﬁm,‘ son of Mantzd Khusraw, son of Adarnarsi, son of Bahrdm, son of
Ardashfr, son of Shapiir, son of Yazdajird al-Athfin ; and adds that his mother was
Khamrdbukht, daughter of Yazdindidh, daughter (son) of Andsharwdn. Cf. Bfrdnf,
Athdr, 122, 16; Tabarl, 1, 1066, 8.
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Pishd4ddian, Kaydnian, Ashkdnian, and Sé&sdnian—of which
he treats in two sections, the first being devoted mainly to
chronology and genealogy, while the second deals at greater
length with the legendary or historical events of their reigns’.
The former section owes a good deal to Hamza as wcll as to
Tabari, the latter depends directly or indirectly on Tabar{ to a
very large extent?, and takes little from Hamza. Comparison
shows that Ibnu ‘l-Balkh{ used other sources besides these, and
that he has now and then preserved information which is not
found in the books known to us. For example, in his list of the
Pishdddiyan he includes Shahrfrimdn, a grandson of Nawdhar
(p- 1), on what authority I have so far failed to ascertain; the
name does not appear to be recorded elsewhere. On p. ro he
alone among Muhammadan historians mentions the marriage of
Bardndukht? to Shehrbardz and her putting him to death : this is
confirmed by Armenian authorities (Noldeke, Sasaniden, p. 390,
note 2). His account of Jamshid bears such a close resemblance
to that given by Firdaws{ (Skdlndma, ed. Macan, pp. | A-T'}),
that both may go back to a common source, for it is unlikely
that he copied Firdaws{; and in the Fdrsudma wc read that
Jamshid was captured and sawn asunder by Zahhdk ix 2ke
neighbourhood of the Sea of China, a detail which occurs in the
Shdlndma (p. vY, 1. +.) but not in Hamza or Tabar{. On
p. 1€, after a passage describing how all the king’s subjects,
cven the greatest nobles, were deemed to be his slaves, our
author adds the text of the letter of emancipation (dsddnrdma)
which Rustam reccived from Kay Ka'as, conferring upon him
the kingdom of Sistdn and Zdbulistdn and the insignia of royalty
(cf. the abridged version in Tabarf, I, 604, 3-5). Coming to the
Sdsdnians, we find full and interesting articles on Shdpur Dhu
l-Aktaf (pp. 11-vr7), Bahrdmgur (pp. vie-Ar), whose romantic
adventures in his expeditior against the Khdqdn of the “Turks”
are related at some length, Qubdd ibn Firtz (pp. AS-AA),
Antsharwén (pp. AA-§A), and Khusraw Aparwiz (pp. -

! The second section com‘prbes only three dynasties—-the Pishdddian, the Kaysnian,
and the Sdsinian, but some account is also given of Alexander and of Ashk ibn D4r4,

2 Consequently the Fdrsndma may be of use for establishing the text of Tabari:
instances have been given in the critical notes and in the List of Corrections and

Additions.
3 Incorrectly written Pardndukht (cf. Sasaniden, p. 390, note 2).
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remarked that in many cases the name of an ancient town, or
village, that has disappeared is preserved in the modern district;
and sometimes vice versa.”

Here Mr le Strange brings to an end his summary of the
Fdrsndsna proper, 1.e. of the sections relating to Fdrs, which
beyond question form the most original and valuable part of the
work. Concerning the remainder he wrote in 1912 that “it is
merely a Persian version of Hamza Isfahdn{ and contains,
apparently, nothing new,” but I am sure he would have modified
this judgment if he had been able to carry out his intention
of editing the text. In the first place, we should note that
Ibnu ’I-Balkhf’s account of the pre-Islamic kings- of Persia
(pp- A-V Tt infra) is the oldest independent Persian prose
history of those dynasties that has come down to us, being
about fifteen years earlier than the Mujmiln 't-tawdrikk, which
was compiled in A §20 (1126) in the reign of Sanjar'.
Secondly, although our author may be described as an epitomist,
he did not derive his materials from any single book; on the
contrary, it seems likely that he was familiar with many historical
works, both Arabic and Persian. Thirdly, if he has no claim to
be called a critical writer, he is not without some elements of
criticism : he distinguishes between conflicting traditions and
occasionally expresses his own view as to which is the more
trustworthy. These facts give his work a certain importance,
which only those can estimate precisely who possess a thorough
knowledge of the Arabic and Persian authorities for the history
of the period. Besides Hamza of Isfahdn, with whom he often
disagress iq chronological matters, Ibnu ’l-Balkhi mentions
(p. A, 1. 1¢) as one of his sources of information the Kizib-7
mudhayyal-i Ta'rikh-i Muhammad ibn Jartr at-7abart, ie.,
probably, the abridgement of the Annals made by Tabar{
himself, which has been published at Leiden® He adopts the
traditiond! arrangement of the kings under four dynasties—

1 See J. Mohl, Extraits du Moa_';mel al-Tewarikh relaltfx Q Phistoire de la Perse in
Journal Astatigue (1841), troisitme série, vol. XI, pp 136 foll., 258 foll, 320foll.;
vol. X11, pp. 49~ foll.; and #64d. (1842), vol. X1V, pp- 113 foll.

2 See De Goeje’s Introduction to Tabarf, p. xiv. Sometimes, as in the notice of
Kay Khusraw, Ibnu ’1-Balkhi translates Tobari almost word for word. It is possible,
however, that instead of mudkayyal-i we should read mudhayyil-i, in which case the
above-mentioned title might refer to.the Mudkhayyil, compiled by Tabarf’s pupil Abd
Muhammad al-Farghini (cf. De Goeje, ibid., p. xx).
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very rampant, and to the grief of Qddi ‘Abdallah the Buyid
prince now appeareq to be paying great attention to the preaching
of a certain Shi‘ite missioner named Abu Nagr ibn ‘Imran, whom
the people also were beginning to look upon as a prophet. The
pious zeal of the judge becoming inflamed by the disastrous
influence which the missioner was getting to exercise over Baka-
lfj4r, he with much astutencss demanded a private audience, and
succeeded in persuading the Buyid prince that the missioner,
having succeeded in corrupting the fidelity of the troops, was
now inciting them to revolt against the Government. Bakal{jar
thereupon, without pausing to inquire, ordered out a hundred
men of hi. Persian horse-guards and a hundred of his Turk
pages, putting them under the orders of a trustworthy person
supplied by the Q4adi ‘Abdallah. This officer managed matters
promptly and cleverly. The missioner was seized and carried
many days on horseback without rest or delay, being at length
sct free on the further side of the Euphrates, where a decrce was
forthwith published that it were lawful to slay him if he repassed
that stream eastward.

“With this anecdote our author concludes his notice of the
Chief Justices, and next comes the description of the province
of Fdrs (fols. 63 6-864)!, which will be found translated in the
pages which follow. For a general description ot the province
and its towns, I may rcfer the reader to the chapter on Fars
in The Lands of the Eastern Caliphate. References to the earlicr
Arab geographers are to the texts printed in the volumes of
the Bibliotheca Geographorum Arabicorum (BGA.) of De Goeje.
For the present condition ot the province I have consulted the
(modern) Fdrsndma-i Ndswrt (veferred to as FNNV.), written by
Hajji Mfrzd4 Hasan Tabib of Shirdz (folio lithograph, Tihrdn,
A.HL. 1313, A.D. 1895), of which the great map, in Persian, on the
scale of about ten miles to the inch, gives us the position of
every village and stream throughout the province. This work
has enabled me to identify many names written defectively in
the manuscript, and also to verify the fact in regard to the
names which, in the lapse of eight centuries since Ibnu ’l-Balkh{
wrote, have disappeared leaving no trace®. And it may be

1 Pp. via—1¢ infra.

*2 This map, which is difficult to procure, T have had on loan from Mr A. G. Ellis,

to whom I am also indebted for having in the first instance brought the Fdrsndma-i
Ndsér{ to my notice.
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and ‘Omadn, with the city of Tiz in Makrdn. <bnu ’l-Balkh{ adds
that the Q4di Abi Muhammad, who had composed no less than
eighteen works on jurisprudence, ‘had every care to order well,
with goed intent, both the (orthodox) Faith and the (Sunnf)
Tradition, thus firmly laying the foundations in the matter of
the Law. ‘Adudu’ddawla, the Buyid prince of that day, in
spite of his own strong inclination towards the Shi‘a doctrines,
had honoured the Qd4d{ with his trust and esteem, for, putting
him to the proof, he had ever found him to be incorruptible.
This Abt Muhammad left five sons: Abd Nasr, the youngest,
succeeded him in the judgeship, of whom later; next Abu Dharr
and Abd Zuhayr, who settled down as Dihgdns, or provincial
nobles, in Kirmén; Abu T4hir, who acted as his father’s deputy
in the Kirmdn judgeship, and was called to the Sublime Court
(Dargdh-i A‘ld, Baghddd presumably) for consultations on the
affairs of that province; and lastly Abu ’l-Hasan, who, after
having been associated with his younger brother (Abt Nasr) in
the Fdrs judgeship, was sent for by Sultan Mahmud, some time
between 388 and 421 (998 and 1030), who appointed him Qdd{
at .Ghazna, and his descendants still held the office of judge
there at the time when Ibnu ’l-Balkhi{ wrote. Abu Nasr, the
youngest of the Q4di Abd Muhammad’s five sons, as already
said, succeeded him as Judge of Fdrs. He was a man of great
learning and influence throughout the province, his power coming
to be increased upon his marriage with the only daughter of the
Mirdds{ chief, a family of local nobility. His son was named
‘Abdall‘ah, and when in due course he succeeded to the office of
Chief Justicé he became also, in his mother’s right, the hereditary
chief noble of the Fars district. This power, judicial and tribal,
Ibnu ’I-Bdikhi adds, had afterwards passed to both his son
and grandson, whose names our author does not specify, and
the grandson was Judge of Shirdz when our author wrote. The
Judge ‘Abdallah had flourished in the reign of Bakalfjar, the
penultimate Buyid prince, whose heterodox Shi‘ite proclivities
the orthodox ‘Abdallah had always valiantly striven to combat ;
and further, to his exceeding honour, a brother of the Q4df
‘Abdallah had through scruples of conscience always refused
to be made judge in Isfahdn. But, as our author writes, ‘in
the days of Badkdl{jdr, the sect of the Seven Imdms had become



INTRODUCTION xix

been the flower of the Persian armies; hence, at the time of the
Moslem conquest, of the Kurd warriors all, save one man only,
had fallen in the numerous battles against the Arab invaders.
The one survivor, ‘Alak? by name, had subsequently become a
Moslem, and some of his descendants were yet living whén our
author wrote. He adds that the Kurds settled in Fars in his
day were of a tribe that had been brouglit down there by ‘Adudu
’ddawla the Buayid from the neighbourhood of Isfahdn.

“Ibnu 'l-Balkhi closes this section of his book (fols. 88 -89 4)
with a short discussion as to how the Persians, who are a re-
fractory folk, may best be governed, whether by force or by
clemency. In regard to the Shabdnkdra more especially, he
remarks that you will certainly be respected by any one of
these turbulent tribesmen if by force you take his turban and”
then restore it, and this much more than if in the first instance
you had genecrously given him a new turban of your own as a
present, for doing which indeed he would only despise you.

“ Immediately following after the very meagre notice of the
Moslem conquest of Persia Ibnu ’I-Balkhf has inserted a short
account of the family of the Chief Justice of Firs (fols. 62 a—
63 0)*; a summary of these paragraphs will be of use, before
passing to the translation of the Geographical Scction of his
work, where an allusion to the family of the Shirdz judge occurs.
As is patent throughout his work, our author was an orthodox
Sunni, and he held in horror the Shi‘ite tendencies of the Buyids,
whose hcterodox beliefs (he further avers) had always when
possible been combated by tlie Qddis of Shirdz. These judges
were of a family come down in direct descent from Abud Burda
of the Arab tribe of Fazdra’, and during the reign of the Caliph
R4d{, that is to say between 322 and 329 (934—40), the grandson
of the grandson of this Abd Burda, by name Abit Muhammad
‘Abdallah, was pramoted from being Judge in Baghdid to be
Qddi ’'l-Qudat, or Chief Justice of Fdrs, his jurisdiction being
afterwards extended to include the outlying provinces of Kirmdn

! The British Museum MS. has, I think, jeg JMe g} _#U. Mr 'e Strange read
S0 Me. 2 Pp. v Y-\ 1A infra.

*3 Ile is usually known as Abd Burda son of Abd Mdsd al-Ash‘arf; and he was
Q4di of Kiifa and died in 103 (721). His father was a well-known Companion of the
Yrophet and had been Governor of Bagra,
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possession of the Castle of Sahdra, near Firdzdbdd, together with
some neighbouring fiefs. The Atabeg Khumadrtagin, coming to
Firs, allowed him to hold all these under the Seljiq overlord-
ship, and then Amfrawayh got into his possession the city of
Firdzdbdd. Next the Mas‘udf, now become a powerful tribe,
seized most of the district of Shapur Khura, round Kdzirdn, in
addition to the lands of Firtzdbad. The rise to power of Abu
Sa‘d, the chief of the Karzuw{ clan, however, proved the ruin
of Amfrawayh and his people: fighting took place, and the
town of Kdzirin, held by Amirawayh, having been taken by
storm, Abu Sa‘d forthwith put that chief to death. Amirawayh
left a son, Vishtdsf by name, and after Abti Sa‘d had hiraself
come to his end, and when the Atabeg Chéwuli had Firs firmly
under rule, he confirmed Vishtdsf, who was related to Hastya
of the Ismd4li clan on the mother’s side, in possession of Firi-
z4bad, where he governed till his death. When our author wrote,
the Mas‘idi were ruled by a certain Siydh Mil, descended from
this Vishtasf. In the geographical part of the work hc is stated
to have held the Castle of Bashk4nit, and there were also of this
family the two sons of a certaiy Abu ’I-Habah (?), who still held
rank in our author's time. The last clan of the Shabdnkdra to
be mentioned is that of the Shakén{, who lived in the mountain-
lands of the coast or hot region. They were for the most part
robbers and highwaymen, Ibnu ’l-Balkh{ states, but had been
brought to order in recent times by the Atabeg Chdwulf.

“ Qur author next speaks of the Kurd tribes, who in Firs were
divided among the Five Ramms(clans)! named the J{liya (or
Jilawayh), tae Rammu 'dh-Dhiwan, the Law4lijdn, the Kdriyan,
and the Bdzinjidn (B4z{jdn), and these five clans had occupied,
he says, briginally one hundred thousand Jawmas (Hawmas),
villages or households. In the days of the Sdsdnians, according
to Ibnu, I-Balkhi, the Kurdish trdops of the Great King had

*1 In the British Museum MS. the word is clearly written, and with the vowel
marked, Ram or Ramm. Possibly, but by no means certainly, in error the MSS. give
it at times with initial z, written Zamm. See De Goeje in Glossary to BG4, 1V, p. 250.
Jawma, otheryise Elawma (the word is now pronounced IItima) means “a village,”
also ‘‘the chief town of a district ”’; but it must here stand for ‘‘a household.” The
above list of the Ramms Ibnu ’l-Balkhi has copied verbatim from Istakhri (pp. 98 and
99). For Rammu ’dh-Dhiwdn our MS. may read az-Zabwdén ; Y4qit has az-Zfzdn,
and Muqaddasf az-Zirdz. For other variants see the notes to stakhri, pp. 98, 99.
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where, in the times of Bdkilijdr, they were ruled by two brothers,
Muhammad and Namrad, the sons of Yahyd. The descendants
of these two brothers, of course, quarrelled as to who should be
chief of the tribe. Muhammad had left two sons, Baydn and
Salk, the latter again leaving a son called Hastya, while Namrad
had a son called Mam4, who became the father of Ibrdhim ibn
Mamd. The first chief of the clan had been Muhammad, the
elder brother of Namrad; and he, our author states, in sign of
his rank ‘was wont to strike (the Kettledrum) five times, the
same becoming a custom among these people almost down to
the present time, but which has now been forbidden by the
Atabeg Chdwuli’ (successor in Férs of the Atabeg Khumdrtagin).
On the death of this Muhammad the elder son Baydn succeeded,
but was put to death by his uncle Namrad, who seized on the
chicfship of the tribe, establishing himself in Ddrdbjird. Salk,
Bayan’s younger brother, thercupon called in the aid of FFadluya,
at this time ruling supreme throughout Fars, as described above.
Fadliya re-established Salk in the chiefship, routed (and pre-
sumably killed) Namrad, and at the date when our author wrote,
[Hasuya, son of Salk, was chief in his father’s room, governing
the towns of Ij, Fustajdn, Istahbdnat, and Dardkdn, with other
places of the Dardbjird district. But, as Ibnu ’l-Balkhi adds,
between the cousins there could be no peace, Salk ibn Muham-
mad, and his son Hastya after him, living in perpetual war with
Mamd ibn Namrad and his son Ibrahim ibn Mamd, and this
state of things still obtained at the time when our author wrotec.

“The thrce remaining Shabdnkdra tribes were of less im-
portance. The chief of the Karzuwi clan was a certain Abu
Sa‘d, who is mentioned more than once in the geographical part
of the work. Abu Sa‘d was the son of a certain Muha.amad ibn
Mam4d; he took service under Fadliya, and in the disorders of
the last Buayid days obtained possession of Kdzirtn with its
districts. All this country he held till the arrival of the Atabeg
Chdwul{ in Férs, who before long dispossessed him of Kdzirin.
Abt Sa‘d, when our author wrote, was apparently already dead,
having left a son named, after his early patron, Fadliya (ibn
Abf Sa‘d), now become chief of the remnant of the Karzuwf clan.

“Of the Mas‘adf{ tribe, the chief had been a certain Amirawayh,
who, making himself powerful in the time of Fadltya, was put in
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his mother have been narrated above, the outcome of which
events being that Fadldya found himself before long the virtual
master of Fdrs. The Seljaqs, however, had now become the ruling
power in the Caliphate, and' Qdwurd, brothér of the reigning
Sultan Alp Arsldn, was sent into Fdrs to bring that province
to due order. TFadluya, finding that matters were going against
him, submitted, presented himself at the Court of Alp Arsldn,
and was thereupon re-established as deputy-governor of the
province. He, however, had not yet learnt wisdom, for once
more seeking to be independent, he revolted. The celebrated
Nizdmu ’1-Mulk, the Wazir of Alp Arslan, thereunon besieged
him, taking him prisoner in the Castle of Diz Khurshah, where
he had sought refuge. From here he was sent to the Castle of
Istakhr, but managing in‘time to corrupt his guards, got this
stronghold into his own hands. ‘Sultan Alp Arsldn on this lost
patience, Fadliya was hunted down and caught, and to avoid
further trouble, after being put to death, his skin was stuffed
with straw as a manifest warning to his ncighbours!. Fdrs, after
the decath of Fadliiya, was put under the rule of the Atabeg
Ruknu’ddawla Khumdrtagin, the patron of our author's grand-
father, as already narrated, but Ibnu ’l-Balkh{ adds that in his
day somc of the Rdman{ still were to be found living under a
chief called Ibrdhim ibn Razman, also under a certain Mahamat,
son of Ab Nasr ibn Maldk (Haldk), whose name was Shaybdan.

“According to Ibnu ’l-Balkhi, the noblec tribe of the Ismal{
Shabdnkdra were descended from Minutchihr, grandson of the
celebrated Farfdin, an ancient and mythical king of Persia, and
the cRiefs &f the Ismd‘ilf had aforetime been Ispahbads, or sub-
kings, under the Sdsdnians. After the Arab conquest their tribe
was settltd in the Dasht Urd meadowlands, and in this neigh-
bourhood remained, till the coming into those parts of Sultan
Mas'id, son of Mahmud of Ghazna‘, some time between 421 and
432 (lojo and 1040). His general Tdsh Farrdsh, finding the
Ismd4li tribe in possession of Isfahdn, expelled them, causing
them to migrate south to the lands rdund Kamah and Féraq.
The Biyids having reason to object to their presence here, they
next wandered westward and ultimately settled round Dérébjird,

*1 See also Ibnu 'l-Athir, X, 48. These events apparently took place in the year
464 (1071).
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of Fadluya, the Shabankdra chief, who managed to get the Lady
Khuridsiya into his power and then, shutting her up in a water-
less hot-bath, suffocated her. Next Abd Mansir was taken
prisoner, ard brought to the Castle of Pahan Diz (near Shirdz),
where before long he too met his death, and Fdrs passed to the
government of Fadluya,and under the overlordship of the Seljugs®.
The Guzéda, however, adds that after the death of this Abu
Manstr in 448 (1056) his brother, Al-Malik Abu ‘Ali, was given,
during nearly forty years, nominal rank by the Seljiq Sultans,
being allowed the privileges of the Kettledrum and Banner
( 7abl wa-*Alam) until the date of his death in 487 (1094) in the
reign of Sultan Barkiydruq.

“Ibnu ’lI-Balkh{ gives at some length (fols. 87a to 88 4) the
history of Fadliya and his Shabdnkara tribesmen, with details
of their descent and doings that apparently are not to be found
in the accounts of other historians. The men of the Shabdnkdra
tribe (he writes) had originally been herdsmen in Fdrs, until,
with the progressive disorganization of the Buyid rule in the
latter days, the Kurds had become a power in the land. At
this time, according to our author, the Shabankira were divided
among five tribes, namely, the Isma‘{li, the Rdman{, the Karzuwi,
the Mas‘d{, and the Shakdni. Of these, the Isma‘{l{ were the
noblest in descent, but the most important tribe was that of
the Ramdn{ (or Rdhdn{, as the MS. nay be read), of which
Fadliya® was chief. He inherited this dignity from his father
‘Alf (ibnu ’l-Hasan ibn Ayylb), and had in early youth, when
only a neatherd, taken service under the Sidhib ‘Adil, the Wazfr
of the last Buyid prince, becoming a great warrior, ar.d rising to
command the army in Fdrs. The fate of this Wazir and the
subsequent imprisonment and death of this Buyid p.ince and

*1 Of Bdk4lijdr’s five sons Ibnu ’I-Balkhi (fol. go #) only gives the names of two,
Abi Nagr, the eldest, and Malik Abd Mangir, the last of the Byids. The Z4, how-
ever, gives their names as follows. The eldest, Abd Nasr of Ibnu ’l-Ba.khi, is pre-
sumably the one the Z#/ calls Amiru’l-Umard Ani Shujé‘, and the last Biiyid prince
is named in the ZZ4 al-Malik al-‘Azfz al-Malik ar-Rahim Abi Mangir Khusruh
(Khusraw) Firiz. “The three remaining sons were al-Amir Abu ’l-Fawiéris Khurshdh,
then al-Amir Abd DDéma Rustam, and lastly al-Amir Abu ’l-Hasan ‘Alf. Héfiz Abrd
names the last Bdiyid Malik ar-Rahfm Abd Nagr, instead of Abd Mangiir as given by
Ibnu 'I-Balkhi,

*4 H4fiz Abrd sometimes writes the name Fadlun, and this is the spelling given in
Ibnu 'l-Athfr.
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written as Abd Kélizdr. On the other hand, Hafiz Abru always
writes Bd or Abt Kailinjdr, and this is the modern spelling (e.g.
in the Fdrsndma-i Ndsirt). The original meaning of the name is
apparéently unknown, but from its form it wduld secm to have
been a nickname. The Fdrsndmna, unfortunately, does not state
who was the father of Bdkdlfjair. The Persian historians and
Ibnu ’l-Athfr, however, agree in the statement that he was the
son of Sultdnu'ddawla, son of Bahd'u’ddawla, and hence the
great-grandson of ‘Adudw’ddawla. The Guzida (p. 432), followed
by the Hablbu 's-Siyar (ii, pt. 4, p. 55), gives Bakalijar the titles
of ‘Izzu ’l-Mulik and ‘Imdd li-Dini’llah, the latter authority also
adding the third title of Husdmu’ddawla!. Ibnu ’l-Balkhi, how-
cver, makes no mention of these honorary names, and gives no
dates. QOur other authorities say this prince reigned from 415 to
440 (1024 to 1048), and at his death he left .ive sons. The eldest,
to whom our author gives the name of Abt Nasr, died soon after
his father, being succeeded by his brother, called Abti Mansur,
whose government was thrown into disorder by the meddling of
his mother Khurdsiya, a political busyvody, who in the Z7% is
referred to under the title of As-Sayyida—‘the Lady.’ Abu
Manstr at first had governed according to the advice of his
Wauzir, called the Sdhib Adil (he had served Bdkdlijdr, according
to the Habih, in the same capacity), a man of mark who, Ibnu’l-
Balkh{ writes, had given a fine library to the town of Firtzdbad;

but instigated by his mother, Abti Manstr put this Wazir and
his son to death, after which confusion became worse confounded

throughout Fdrs. Matters finally reached a crisis by the revolt
Y ( .

one giving a table of the Biyid dynasty will easily be recognized, for it bears the
heading _]ad’walu Muliihi dli Buwayh min ad-Daylamati bi’l-*lrdg. Abi Kdlinjar is
the spelling fn the Gustda (Gibb Fac-simile, p. 416) and in the Habtbs ’s-Siyar (Bombay
lithograph, ii, pt. 4, p. 55), both these histories being written in Persian. Among
previous Buyid princes Samgamu’ddawla (son‘of ‘Adud) had also borne the name of
Abd Kélfziy, and this spelling with the long 7 in the second syllable is probably the
one we should adopt. See also the note by Mr Amedroz in /R4S, 1911, p. 672.

*1 On the other hand, the. Z#, which it will be remembered was written only a
century after the death of Bdkdlizir (Abi Kalizdr), gives a different account from that
found in lheseklaler authorities. It is here stated that A Kalizar al-Mdrzubdn, sur-
named ‘Izzu ’l-Mulik, was the son of Sultdnu’ddawla, and that he left no descendants.
It was his uncle, Jaldlu’ddawla Abi T4hir Shirzil (brother of Sultdnu’ddawla and son
of Bahd'w’ddawla), who was the father of the five last Buyid princes. [Instead of
Shirzil Mr le Strange writes Shir Zayd, but see Justi, /ranisches Namenbuch, p 298.]
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brother, 498-511 (1104-17), the patron of Ibnu ’l-Balkhi, and
the prince to whom he dedicates his book. After the overthrow
of the Buyids these Seljiq Sultans who ruled in their stead were
wont to send their Atabegs, originally the Gowvernors of their
sons, to govern the outlying provinces, and the first of these, in
Fars, was the Atabeg'Ruknu’ddawla Khumdrtagin, under whom
the grandfather of Ibnu ’I-Balkhf, as already stated, had served.
The next Atabeg was Fakhru'ddin Chdwuli (or Jdwuli in the
Arab chronicles), who was still living when our author wrote®.
This Chdwulf was famous for his many great buildings, and
further, he had after much fighting succeeded in restoring order
throughout Fdrs by curbing the power of the Shabdnkira and
subduing the various affiliated Kurdish tribes.

“This much of the general history of the fifth century (eleventh
A.D.) being premisec, we comc to what Ibnu ’l-Balkhi{ himself
relates, which is the more valuable as being the almost contem-
porary history of the author’s own time. The last of the Buyids
to exercise any real sovereignty in Fars was (he says) Bdkdlijar
or Békdlinjar (for the name is given under both forms in the
British Museum MS. of the Fdrsndma)?, otherwise Abu Kalfjdr
or Abt Kdlinjdr. In regard to the proper spelling of his name,
it is to be remarked that in the Arab chronicle of Ibnu ’l-Athir
it is given as Abu Kalijdr, while in the MS. of the ZZu ’s-Sanjarsi
in the British Museum? (likewise in Aiabic) the name is clearly

*1 The exact dates of appointment of these two Atabegs, who arc'spcciﬁcally
noticed by Ildfiz Abrd, are not given by our authorities. Ibnu ’l-Athir, however,
states that Chdwul{ died in 510 (1116), .nd he reports him in Férs as carly as the year
493 (1099). Thig must have been the year of, or the year following, h's app.intment,
for Ibnu ’l-Balkhf mentions Khumdrtagin as in Firs in 492 (1098), and this probably
was the year of his death. Ibnu 'l-Athir names Khumartagin more than once in his
chronicle from the years 450 (1058) to 485 (1092), but never with the titie of Ruknu-
’ddawla. He is called Najmu’ddawla, surnamed at-Tughrd’{, and ash-Sharab{ (the
Cupbearer) ; then he is referred to uander the name of Khumirtagin an-N4'ib (the
Licutenant), who was Police Magistrate (sk/na) of Baghd4d in 482 (108)). Further,
at about the same time there is mentioned Khumdrtagin at-Tutushi, but possibly this
is a different person.

2 I can find only two clear instances of the spelling Bdkalinjar (p. v14, 1. « and
1. v¢). These have inadvertently heen omitted in the notes ad Joc.

*3 Or. 6669, consisting of astronomical and chronological tables, written by Abi
Mansiir al-Khdzini for Sultan Sanjar (son of Malikshih), who died 552 (1157). The
British Museum MS. appears to be a copy of the Autograph, and was written in 620
(1223). The folios are loose, and have not yet been set in order or numbered, but the
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fol. 83 4. The author afterwards returns, fol. 87 «, to the history
of Fdrs, giving an account of the Shabdnkira tribes and the
Kurds, and this narration of details of almost contemporary
history is of importance, as it mentions facts and personages not
noted,’ apparently, elsewherez A summary follows of the re-
venues of Fdrs down to the time of the writer, and some of this
too is new matter, for the author, as already said, was of a family
of accountants, and wrote from first-hand knowledge®. And,
finally, fol. 9o 4, the MS. closes with a short note describing the
days of the last Bayid rulers of Firs, and the advent of the
Seljuq Sultans.

“In the following pages a complete translation will be given
of the Geographical Part, but before coming to this it will be
usceful to summarize what our author has narrated about per-
sonages and events immediately preceding his own time, and
more especially the account he gives of the Kurdish tribes and
of the Shabdnkdra, who, at a later date, gave their name to the
eastern part of the Fars province round Dardbjird. The reader
will recall to mind how about the middie of the fourth (tenth)
century, namely, a century and a half before the time of our
author, the Buyids, under ‘Adudu’ddawla, from 338-72 (949-82)
had been at the height of greatness: by the middle of the fol-
lowing century, however, this dynasty had collapsed before the
rising power of the Seljigs. Tughril Beg, the founder of the
new dynasty, on his death in 455 (1063), had left as heir his
nephew Alp Arslan, whose brother, Qawurd, had already, during
the lifetime of Tughril Beg, been put in possession of the govern-
ment 8f some of the Eastern provinces, he thus ruling the most
part of Persia under his uncle and brother from 433 (1041) down
to the dax of his death in 465 (1072). Alp Arsldn was succeeded
as Great Seljuq by his son, Malikshdh, 465-85 (1072-92), whose
Wazir was the famous Nizdmu’l-Mulk. Four of the sons of
Malikshdh in succession came to the throne, of whom, however,
two only concern us here, and these have both been mentioned
before, namely, the eldest, Barkiy4ruq; 487-98 (1094-1104), in
whose reign the grandfather of our author served as Revenue
Accountant in Fdrs ; and Sultan Ghiydthu’ddin Muhammad, his

T Poyvia, L €a—p.av., L 1. The Itineraries extend to p. 1¢, 1. 1.

2P, Ly—pavia, Love. FPoave, Lg—poave, Loy
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the Atabeg Ruknu'ddawla Khumartagin, who had been sent to
govern that province in the name of the Seljiq Sultan Barkiydruq,
487-98 (1094-1104), the son of Malikshdh. Ibnu ’l-Balkh{, who
accompanied his grandfather, was educated in Fars, and becoming
well acquainted with the physical and political condition of the
country, was in due course of time commissioned by the brother
and successor of Barkiydruq, namely Sultan Ghiydthu’ddin Mu-
hammad, 498-511 (1104-17), to compose the present work. No
cxact date for its completion is given, but since the book was
dedicated to this Sultan, who died in 511, and further that the
Atabeg Chawul{ is frequently mentioned in the text as still
living, who we know died in 510 (1116), it follows that this
Fdrsndma must have been completed during the first decade of
the sixth century A.11, equivalent to the twelfth A.D.

“The Museum MJ3. at present consists of ninety folios. Fol. 14
begins with a short preface, followed by the dedication, fol. 2 4,
to ‘the Sultan—King of kings—may his glory increase, Ghi-
y4thu'd-Dunyd wa’d-Din Abt Shujd* Muhammad son of Malik-
shdh,’ who further is given the title of Qasim-i-Amir-al-MGminin,
‘the Associate (in the government) of the Caliph.” The author
then relates how his august master commissioned him to write
the present work, ‘seeing that I had been brought up in Fdrs,
although by lineage descended from a native of Balkh...and
knowing that I was well acquainted wich the present condition
of the people of Fdrs...being well versed also in the events of
their history, and exactly acquainted with the story of their kings
and rulers, even from the days nf Gaytimarth down to this present
time.” Then on fol. 34, after a summary description of the pro-
vince, and citing a few of the chief Traditions about Fars ascribed
to the Prophet Muhammad, we start with the long liae of the
early -Persian kings, whose history, much in epitome, closes with
the last of the Sdsdnians and the rise of Islam, on fol. 60a'. Next
very briefly the story of the Arab conquest of Firs is narrated,
ending with the reign of the Caliph ‘Al{2. Here follows an inte-
resting account, fol. 62 4, of the Qd4d{s—chief justices—of Firs?,
to which we shall return later, and then, fol. 634, the Geographical
Part (translated below) begins, concluding with the JItineraries,

1 Pog, Loo—p. v, LA, 2P.vav, La—p vy, Lov.
S Py, Ly—poiig, Ly,
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the geographical chapters of this work, and this will be followed

by a full translation, with notes to elucidate geographical ques-

tions®. Hamdu'llah, who is our earliest systematic geographer,
writing in Persian, collected his materials from the works of the

earlief Arab geographers, and from various Persian monographs?

which had been written each to describe a single province of the

Moslem Empire ; and it is found that the texts of some of these

monographs, thereto adding somewhat of his own knowledge,

after much curtailment and a rearrangement of the order in the

articles, he has transcribed almost verbatim, to form the various
chapters of the Nushat. A good instance of this method of

writing a new book is the chapter describing thé provinces of

Fars and Shabdnkdra, which in truth is little but a shortened

transcript of the Fdrsndma, a work written two centuries before

the time of Hamdu'llah, and of which the British Museum pos-

sesses an excellent MS.

“The name of the author of this Fdrsndma is as yet unknown,
but he states in his preface that his ancestor was a native of
Balkh, and Ibnu ’I-Balkh{ will serve ¢s a convenient title by
which to refer to him until his identity be better established®.
From the MS. all that appears is that the grandfather of Ibnu’l-
Balkh{ (twice mentioned, fols. 24 and 63 2)* was Mustawfl, or
Accountant for the Taxes, of Fdrs about the year (4)92 under

1 The Persian text, forming vol. xx111, 1 of the Gibb Memorial Series, was pub-
lished in 1915, the English translation (vol. XX111, 2) in 1919,

2 Hamduw’llah mentions the Zdrsmdma amongst his authorities (Ricu, Zersian
Catalogue, p. 418, col. 2).

3 Inis, of gcourse, a slip of memory lhat has caused Professor Browne to suggest
(in his Pe:.mm Literature under Tartar Dominion, p. gg) that Ibnu ’I-Balkh{ may be
identical with Abd Zayd Ahmad ibn Sahl al-Balkhi (Brockelmaun, 1, 229), whose
Swwars ’l*-gdlim is one of the sources used by [lamdu’llah Mustawfl in the Nuzkat.
The name Ibnu 'l-Balkh{ is given to our author by IHamdu’llah and also by H4jjf
Khalifa (ed. Fluegel, 1v, 344, No. 8681), wh~re we find the following brief notice:

- < z ——
doma Glahdt (hej (F Ly Weiee Ol il Y ael U
'_’3,...\-” All that we know of him, and it is not much, is derived from the
Fdrsndma. To the particulars mentioned by Me le Strange I may add that the
author’s original plan included a general history of Islam from the time of the Prophet
to his own aay (see p. v1%, 1. vafoll.); but as this would have made the book too
long, he promises to compile a separate work on the subject, such as will be approved
by his royal patron. There is no evidence that he completed it.

4 See infra, p. ¥, I. 1 foll. and p. vaA, 1. 1A foll.
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THE Fdrsndma of Ibnu ’l-Balkhi was first made known to
European Orientalists by Mr G. le Strange, who in 1912 published
a translation of the geographical portion of the work in the
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society'. In the same year his
sight failed and he was thereby prevented from completing the
edition which he had already projected and which, but for this
calamity, wonld have appeared under his name alone. To him,
however, it owes not only its inception but a great part of its
preparation (as will be explained below) and certainly the larger
share of its merit; for I have no special knowledge of Muham-
madan geography, while Mr le Strange is an expert of high
eminence in that field. The introduction to his translation gives
such an admirable account of Ibnu ’l-Balkh{’s book, so far as the
geography and history of Fadrs are concerned, that I cannot do
better than transcribe it here? only adding a few footnotes® and
supplementing it by some remarks on the history of the ancient
Persian kings, which—though occupying nearly two-thirds of the
whole—did not fall within the limits surveyed by Mr le Strange
in 1912, in which year the following paragraphs were first pub-
lished.

“In the Jowrnal (of the Royal Asiatic Society) for the year
1902 a summary was given of the description of Persia and
Mesopotamia found in the Nwuzatu ’l- Qulib, a geographical and
cosmographical work written by Hamdu’llah Mustawfi in 740
(1340)% In the course of next ycar I hope to publish (in the
series of the K. J. W. Gibb Memorial Fund) the Persian text of

Y Description of the Province of Fors, in Persia, at the beginning of the twelfth
century 4.0., translated from the MS. of Ton-al-Balkhi in the British Muscwm (JRAS,
1912, pp. 1-30, 311-339, 865-889). Published also separately in Asiatic Society
Monographs, vol. X1v.

2 For the sake of uniformity, the spelling of Oriental names'has been altered, when
necessary, so as to correspond with the system of transliteration which I have adopted
elsewhere.

3 The original notes of Mr le Strange are distinguished by means of asterisks.

4 Published also separately in the Asiatic Society Monographs, vol. v. The map
drawn to accompany this paper will serve to illustrate 1bnu ’l-Balkhi.
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