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‘“ As the Quran says :—" “ ‘God created all things and assigned to each its destiny’.
The destiny of a thing, then, is not an unrelenting fate working from without like a task
master ; it is the inward reach o a thing, its realizable possibililies iwhich lie within the
depths of its nature and socially actualize themselves withnt any feeling of external

compulsion. " (Ibid pp. 67-78)
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through the medium of western cduca-
tion was one of the main causes. There
were some restrictions in the old system
of Kanarese Poetry both in form and
subject that hindered the [reedom of
poets’ imagination. The Kavyas ought
to have contained only 18 items and each
item was defined and certain restrie-
tions were imposed and the poet had
not the freedom of expression. The
back-ground was religion.  Jaina poets
excepting a few, wrote the lives of Thir-
thankaras, or stories relating to the
preaching of doctrines of Jainism. The
Vecrasaiva poets wrote all about their
religious personages and Brahman poets
translated the Sauskrit Epies. Even the
Vaishnavadasas who may be regarded
as the first writers of the Lyrical poems
in Kanarese language strictly adhcered
to religious devotion to God and in their
poetry the ethical atmosphere predomi-
nates. In Champu kavyas, the Sans-
krit Vrittas and Kanarese Kandas have
been frecly used and there are very few
instances where the pure Kanarese me-
tre isadopted. Thus Tvipadis, Ragales,
Akkaras, purcly belonging to Kanarese
metre have been rarely used. Striet
adherence to prasa was one of the res-
trictions. The number
increased from 32 to 150.

of Alankaras

The modern poet discarded Prasa.
He has modified the old Shatpadi metre
and without the restriction of lines he is
using the same ganas, consisting of 3,4
and 5 matras. Blank verse has been in-
troduced in Kanarese poetry. Many
dramas are being written in this metre.
The language is simple and homely and
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the poet is not so keen about the correct-
ness of grammar.  There are short and
Jong poems.  Short poems are manly
of lyvrical nature; they are the embodi-
ment of the poet’s own experience, feel-
ings and thoughts. Metre has been so
nicely adapted so as to suit the lyrieal
nature of poetry. In this dirveetion PProf.
B. M. Srikantia’s translation of English
Iyries was a great help to the modern
poet. The subject of poetry is unlimited ;
it may be any thing in human experience
that inspires the poets’ emotion; it may
be an object of art or natural phenorena
or a living being-—including anytbing
from earthen ware to the crest of sky.
Thus musie, fine picture, painting, sculp-
ture, rain, wind, scasons, the Sun and the
Moon, scasons birds, dogs, rats, and
-arious human experiences such as sor-

rows, joys, patriotismn ete., form the
subject of lyrical poetry. There are

some good poems written on woman.
"Therve are long poems also, which arve
mostly of a narrative nature. There
are IPouranic stories or stories taken
from the happenngs in society or human
life.  There is poetry for children also.
The old Kanarese poetry is destitute of
this important branch of literature.
The modern poets have produced the
best kinds of poems for the use and bene-
tit of children.

The article has been copiously illus-
trated by translations of the poems from
the works of the modern poets, and refer-
ence is made to the works of Prof. B. M.
Srikantia, K. V. Puttappa, Rajaratnam,
D. V. Gundappa, V. Scetaramayya, M.
Venkatesa Iyengar, D. R. Bendre,
K. Betgeri, K. Shankarbhat and others,



Jases after cases have been multiplied
to prove the contention.

Fourthly, at the time of the first infor-
mants, the minds of the (‘'ompanions of
the Prophet were not encumbered with
any other literary activities. The only
mental luxury of the previous age, poe-
try, was directly discouraged and was
circumseribed to the point of vanishing.
And they concentrated on the Quran
and the hadith; and hence the reserved
energy acted intensively rather than ex-
tensively, for the benefit of science.

Fifthly, the Clompanions of the Pro-
phet had acquired means to get rid of
the worties of carning the daily bread,
and the horded treasures of the Byzan-
tine and Persian empires relieved them
for devoting themselves, soon after the
conquests and even during them, wholly
and solely to their pet subjects; and
their wealth enabled them to collect
data thoroughly and exhaustively, to
the envy of modern researcher.

Sixthly, not only is the subject of the
hadith the life and work of one sole per-
son but also its eye witnesses exceed one
hundred thousand. And the accumu-
lJated wealth from all these witnesses,
regarding public life, regarding private
and even conjugal life, regarding in fact
every act of the life of the Prophet is a
unique case in world history and un-
equalled by any other biography of any
other nation.

Seventhly, the Arabs had specially
cultivated their memorising talent to the
extent unknown in other nations, this
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even at the expense of many other arts
and sciences. Yet this fact has so much
the more been useful from the point of
view of aceuracy required in our sub-
ject.

Eighthly, the IProphet himself took
personal and keen interest in the trans-
mission and diffusion of his commands,
and he supervised and guided his Com-
panions iu this matter in multifarious
ways.

Apart from the circumstances which
provided for the preservation of correct
data on the life of the Prophet, two
more facts are not to be neglected.
Mrstly, the fact that the Companions
tried their best to become models of the
teaching of their Master. And secondly
that they took special care to write
down the facts regarding the life of the
Master and Prophet. As to this last
point, the author has proved conclusively
and at length, with a wealth of data that
at least ten thousand traditions were set
down in writing by the very Companions
of the Prophet.

The story of the generations of the
transmitters of the hadith after the Corn-
panions will be dealt with in a later
article.

4. The Modern Tendencies in Kanarese
Poetry, by D. K. Bhimsen Rao,
M.A., Head of the Department of
Kanarese, Osmania University.

Various causes have been indicated
which led to change in the modern living

and thinking of people all over India.
The influence of western culture,



The fate of every individual is his essen-
tial nature (% ¢»=) as it exists from
eternity in the Mind of God (i.e. Divine
knowledge). Men receive of good and
evil what the necessity of their natures
detands.

Human actions are self-determined,
because they arve strictly in accordance
with their essential nature (i.e. essences,
which are uncreated and perfect, being
the ideas of God). That is why we are
responsible for our actions, and being
responsible we are rewarded or pun-
ished.

It is also true that God ecreates our
actions, because it is e who manifests
externally what 1s contained in the *es-
sence —the “*essences’ being ideas, and
ideas being accidents, depend for their
being on God.  (Determinism).

That is how Islamn reconeiles Determi-
nism and Indeterminism in a Doctrine
of Sclf-Determination. Dr. Igbal scems
quite willing to embrace this doctrine as
is shown by the citations given in this
paper from his only philosophical prose
work the ““Reconstruction™,

3. The Complilation of the Hadith by
Mawlana Manazir Ahsan, Head of
the Departuient of Theology.

For long it was helieved by European
science, that the first attempts to com-
pile the hadith in written form from the
mass of oral traditions were made two
hundred years after the 1Prophet. In
this article, the author has studied the
question from the point of view of inter-
nal evidence.
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First he emphasises the fact that the
hadith constitutes in fact the history of
one of the epoch-making periods of hu-
man history. Again, its bearings on
the whole world were not mervely poli-
tical but social, religious,
spivitual, cte. as well, meaning the life
of Muhammad, the Prophet of Islam
with followers numbering by hundreds

ceonomie,

of millions in all parts of the world.

As regards historvies of other peoples
and other epochs, the ultimate sources
of information are generally constituted
by street gossips, stories, oral traditions
compiled from heavsay evidence and the
like.  "There is seaveely anything based
on the authority of eyve witnesses.
what

Fven
little is of this Kind, no data is
available as to the character, trust-
worthiness, memory, and intelligence of
the first tramsnmtters. Not so regard-
ing the history of the life and time of the
Prophet which has been fortunate in
more than one respeet.

Fivstly, the first informants ol the
Lacith weve all eye witnesses and parti-
cipants in the acts narrated.

Secondly, the hadith is a concentrated
and compaet history: not of one people
or one country or one epoch but of one
and only one person.  Such enormous
data revolving on one sole point is un-
parallelled. '

Thirdly, the first informants of the
haditl were devotes of their subjects
and not antipathists to distort facts.
Further, they were imbibed with the
greatest. scruples regarding accuracy
and abstention frem even exaggeration.



SYNOPSES OF URDU ARTICLES

(PUBLIHED IN THIS VOLUME)

1. Battlefields in the Time of lhe
Prophet, by Dir. M. Hamidullah,
Department of Law, Osmania -
versily. :

Tu this article, illustrated with maps
and a number of photographs specially
taken for the parpose, Dr. ITamiduliah
deseribes in detail the tactieal and stra-
tegical aspects of the hattles of Badr,
Ubhud, Khandaq, Mecea, Hunain and
Tatif, together with a special note on
the wars with the Jews of Madinah.

The author had the special privilege
of twice visiting Iijaz before writing on
the subject. The article was first deli-
vered as an extension leeture, ilustrat-
ed with stides, at the Sorboune and was
torthwith published in the Revie des
Lituddes Istaminnes (vol. 1939, cahier 1)
of the University of Paris under the
heading **Les Champs de bataille au
PProphete The present is
not a miere translation: the matter has

’s

temps du

almost been trebled, with several correc-
tions, especially regarding the loeation
of Hunain.

Dr. Hamidullah gives in brief the
background of the wars under review,
and then presents all the relevent data
on them from original sources, MSS. as
well as prints; and analysing these data,

he also locates the several geographical
names mentioned in this connexion as
well as positions taken by the opposing
forces.

2. Lqbal and the Doctrine of Free Wil
anel Determinisme by Do Mir Vali-
wddin, Deparviment of Philosophy,
Osecinioa Universil y.

P Igbal seems to maintain the doce-
trine of Determinism with as much
force as he maintains the position of
Indeterminisme In all bhis  poeticeal
work we find this glaring contradiction
quite evident.  In the present paper an
attempt is made to reconcile Determin-
isn and Indeterminism in a doctrine of
Self-Determinism which may be easily
accepted by those who find thaunselves
in sympathy with Dr. Igbal. This doe-
trine may be succinetly stated thus:

God, the knower together with IHis
knowledge and the objects of knowledge
or ideas exist eternally.  The ideas are
the essence of things. The essence of
things (&V Okel) are eternally known to
God—being His ideas. God’s creative
word ( J , U Bel”) actualises their
existence, but properly they bring them-
selves into existence because He only
wills what they have it in them to become.
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According to this plan the new language which will thus be evolved will be I/ indi
plus English plus Sanskrit and named, Hindustani, which will never be ‘‘commonly
understood’’ in Hindustan and defeat the very end of the *‘Instructions’ discussed
atlength above. 'T'he curvrent Hindustani, which enjoyed for centuries the reputation
of being the Lingua Franca of India, is Hindi plus Hindicised Sanskrit plus In-
dianised Persian plus Persianised Arabic will disappear from its habitat. The
Hindustani which began its carecr with at least Chand Bardai, the bard of Raja
Prithvi Raj, and was developed by Sur Dass and even by Tulsi Dass and others and
then cultivated by great writers of the Deccan, Delhi and Lucknow and other centres
seems to have been called upon in its advanced age to start its life anew by killing
its old allies and making new alliances ™.
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(16) In the word coneurrent (-hambindi, hambindoo) the prefix is ‘“‘con’’ and
not ““co”’ for which the Persian ““ham’’ has been adopted in the list. The Sanskrit
prefix “sam’ is the same word as the English “same’ and is also probably the origi-
nal form of the Persian “ham’, (s changing into h which is very frequent so far
as the words of these two languages ave concerned), but T have satisfied mysclf that
Ssam™ was never employed in Hindustani. T have, however, no objection toit.
It is o useful word and may be used. Thave used it as employed in the famous

compornd falsam  e=5  (-that same,) the Sanskrit class of words in Hindustani.

(17) The Sanskrit*‘ut”’ () jsthesame as “‘ut™ in afmost with “utter’’ as
comparative but it is very unfamiliar.

(18) Bindoo (for point) is uo word. Kindly refer to Fallon again.

(19) New Sanskrit words have beenintroduced into the Hindustani vocabula-
ry, for instance,

Base sl extreme <! Projection ol
. 4
equi o~ negative ey rock 83

wgeneral  Oolasle

(20) No attempt has been made to find out a new suitable Persian word or an
Arabic one from the Persian vocabulary.

(21) Many words from Persian and from Arabie used in Persian which are
common in Hindustani have been omitted.

(22) Hindustani Persian words, retained, are probably those for which no equi-
valents of other languages were forthcoming.

(23) Non-scientific terms do not need separate 1rules.  What is true of one class
of terms is also true of all other classes.

In conctusion 1 feel irresistably inclined 1o observe that the ‘‘Instructions’’
issued to the Sub-Committee are calculated to suppress the existing Persian and
Persianised Arabic elements and to entively stop their future natural infiltration in-
to the Hindustani language. It is manifest from the list of terms that the attempt
has been started with Hindi and ended with Hindi, adopting some new English
terms and a few Sanskrit ones.
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(8) Certain words are made with the help of Sanskrit suffixes which Hindi it-
self never incorporated and which are extremely repulsive to Hindustani:—

Divisor (%0) @ of the agent
Multiplier <5 ()  of the agent
Multiplicant S5 (=) of the object

(9) Certain words have been translated by expressions and not by terms which
method should be discouraged :—

Miscellaneous f ¢, respectively e Al el
super-position L L 2

(10) Dialectic words have been indiscriminately employed for dignified scien-
tific terms:—

Recapitulation il s> Variable
Hypothesis Ol Problem J3k

(11) Original terms have been adopted instead of aeccepting long existing
terms in Hindustani (probably because they are Persian or Arabice) :—

Square-root  (3%) Centre (5.

(12) Persian “‘izafat’ in living currency in Hindustani has been entirely
thrown out of the language. ‘‘Izafat’’is a power and some-times removes difficul-
ties of compounds of a serious nature. Ttis like the Latin connecting vowels.

13) L (gunya) is a good word for set-square. Tn Delhi it is a common
word in masonry and means a big wooden triangle used to find out whether a wall,
ete., is straight or not and also to determine triangular positions of certain parts of
a building.

(14) Ka’b and cube, as stated in the list, are not of the same origin. The origi-
nal Greek word is a sort of corruption of the Semetic word Ka’b from which the fam-
ous ancient ‘‘Kaba”’, the sacred building at Mecea, derived its name. Besides, ‘‘Kab’’
is an old geometrical term in Hindustani.

(15) Pyramid should not be retained. Haram and Ahram are well known Hin-
dustani words. They are known to us as much as to the Egyptians. We might
retain these words even when they are dropped in the country of the pyramids.
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(2) Certain words are incorrectly translated —

Reduetion W Experimental &5

Sign O ) Practical ' 5

Operation & 5 Ambigous =52

Squared paper A Akl clockwise direction dlso l'-G{
Rationalisation 6 l"".,.;‘y. Data <sbes

Alternative |~ Intercept g4 £.

Application WY e o5 Infinity A=<

Alphabet Srbs Extension of theorem Wuﬁ"rK; Yy
Arrange b= standard. &,

(3) There are cases of incorrect use of existing words :—
Artifice Comimon ot -

(4) Certain words are too Sanskriticto be Hindustani :—-

Lowest U <) Alternado  <>b sl SE
Base ol General Oolasle

(5) Unrefined combinations of words:—
tel1OT . adius ias!
Gene I:}l . 3 Ol aswsle R.L('hub SAeiaz
Enunciation J Point of contact =~ 334 X A
(6) Certain words are wrong:—
<ab Tt mustbe == - M€ (denominator).  There ean be no such word from
e The letter 1 in it is wrong.
. . 4 .
Tdentity SWS! . There is no such word, nor can therve be any such word. The
correct word is yaksan from which we can derive yaksani or yaksaniat. Construe-

tion <4, drought 36&~, problem S3%, areall wrong.

(7) "There are cases of bad grammar :—

Problem 3% Admissible @Y &5l
Inadmissible @Y sba Exponental S
Reductio Indeterminate <> oL B - Duplieate ratio Q'J‘Ljf)‘lé

Ex-centre. s Al Divisor & e{0?)
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Consideration No. 6. Words may be very frcely coined by combinations but
the rules of compounds must always bhe kept in view. Zaminjor is not grammati-
cally incorrect but the two members zamin and jor are not congenial neighbours
and are not representative of good class compounds.

As for the rest of the words quoted here, that is, planet, eliptie, equinox, equator,
isthmus and strait there already exist words in the language, called, Hindustani.

Consideration N. 7. states that words have been seleeted which have ““not only
affinity in sense but also some resemblence in sound with the English Terms™. 1Tam
against all such devices.  In a serious work like the present we should avoid being
attracted by the mere exterior of a word or else due to this mechanical tendency we
are likely to allow the sense of a word to suffer.  H by chance we happen to strike on
a word of outer resemblence we may gladly take it, but to make it a guiding considera-
tion is unscholarly.  Basan ( o~% ) isagood general term for any carthen or
brass vesscl but to recommend it for the sake of sound for the English **basin™" which
has a variety of meanings, is not advisable.  Similarly legan ( g{’ ) atlat basin, is
unfit to take the place of the English *lagoon™ signifying a sheet of water, somewhat

like a lake.

been huilt and by which it is surrounded ave ealled lagoons.
for such things.

TERMS.

The Zuider Zee in Holland and the shallow water on which Venice has
Lagan looks rediculous

As regards some of the coined terms T wish to state nmy conclusions brietly with-
out entering upon a detailed criticism of any of them.

(1) The Committee has coined new terms for those which already exist in Hin-
dustani and arc to be found in standard dictionaries of the language, e¢.g.:—

All these have equiva-
lents in our langu-
age and have been in

. T N use at least since
Axiom, c "" Conclusion, ‘;k)' 1840 when volum-
Postulate, @«db Synthesis, 3N nous hooks on ma-

. . . et thematics were pro-
Definition, Obre Analysis, o duced by master
Negative, 3 I{ Lowest common multiple, ete. Ram Chander of

" . ‘[;_,( - LByt European fame m.u'l
Positive, = ete Je o many of his pupils

”,'
|
|
|
J

at the Literary So-
ciety of the Delhi
College.
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One or more experts must always co-operate with the Committee. Perfect elu-
cidation of the import of a term is an inseparable factor of the work and dictiona-
ries alone can never fully serve such a purpose.

CONSIDERATIONS.

Towards the end of its introductory remarks the Sub-Cominittee enumecrates
about 9 considerations as guiding their work. In consideration, No.. 3, there has been
aised the question of the “General Sense”’ and the “Exact Scientific Sense” of a
term and in view of the supposed difference between these two senses the
word ‘‘chatan™ given in a dictionary for ‘‘rock’ has been rejected as con-
taining” general sense and the so-called simple word ‘‘dheem’ chosen to
“‘indicate the exact sense’”. In my opinion this is unscientific. Because
there is no such thing as “general sense’” or ‘‘exact scientific sense’.  All words,
scientifie, literary or of general use have exactly the same life and observe the same
rules. Their imports arve fixed by us and they are called into service for those very
imporis. There is nothing in the nature of a word to spontaneously yield a certain
exact sense.  The whole language is avbitrary and artificial. The only difference
between a scientific and non-scientifie term is that the former is current in a limited
cirele of scientists and the latter in a wider circle of society. The sense in a word
is neither exact nor loose. Tt always has in both cases the same dimensions of mean-
ing. ‘“‘Chatan’’) however, has the sense of a rock, as the “‘rock’ has only the sense
of chatan.  ““Dheem’” is a dumb word and never has the power of directly indicat-
ing the requisite ‘‘exact sense’” as claimmed. 1f we employ ‘““dheem’ for rock we
simply do so arbitrarily and attach to it only in ourimagination some scientific ““exact
sense’”. Beyond the imagination there is 1o such phenomenon.  ('hatan is a famous
equivalent for rock with a complete fixture of the sense of a rock. Besides, if in
English the old word rock has been retained for the scientific idea of a rock why not
retain chatan for the same scientific idea (if any) of a rock. One of the attributes
of ““dheem’’; as pointed out in the consideration, is its alleged simplicity probably
against the heaviness of the word chatan. This is very doubtful. We shall do well
if we do not take simplicity into consideration at all, otherwise we shall be losing
many good words and our language will be poorer for that.

As for consideration No. 4, Arabic and Sanskrit words should be used, provided
they are of value but not because they are, as stated in this para, ‘“‘simple” and
“‘convey exact sense’’.  T'o me none of the words proposed under this item conveys
any sense at all, For *‘oasis” ‘“‘naklistan” a word of frequent occurence in our
literature and not ‘“wah®’ and so forth.

Cousideration N. 5. English words may be adopted in very rare cases and with

very great reserve. But it is inconceiveable to adopt ‘‘pole’’ or ““scale’’ for want of
a better Hindustani term. We have words for every sense of these words.
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REMARKS.

I also regret my inability to indentify myself with the initial remark (of the
introductory remarks by the technical Terms Committee) ‘‘that the work requires,
on the part of those engaged on it,

great imagination,

true poetic inspiration,
fine aesthetic sense,

subtle analytic power, ete.”’

The remark is rather pedantic and unnecessary and probably misleading. The whole
problem is one of Translation with its inherent disadvantages and requires a
thorough knowledge of the existing vocabulary of our language, a thorough know-
ledge of its grammar, particularly of the compounding system of Sanskrit, Hindi,
Persian and Arabic and a complete mastery over all the numerous prefixes and
suffixes of these languages which are incorporated in our language and occur 1n words
of our daily use. To a certain extent we must also know the philological and phonetic
career of our language and its history in order to be able to coin a new word
according to its current and living and not obsolete and dead specimens
both in grammayr and vocabulary. We must also cultivate a correct sense of
translation which will enable us to see how best to proceed with our task in each
particular case, whether the translation of the root-meaning of an original term will
suffice or the whole inner content or a prominent part of it will do and so on, or
whether an old word of our language with mild cannotative modification or slightly
altered application can serve the purpose and so forth. Last, but not least, we must
have a true sense of the genius of our language which will give us a balance of mind,
preventing us from leaning to and exaggerating one element of the language at the
expense of the other elements. This sensce will also tell us that a word which has
long been the citizen of the realm of our language must not be discarded on the
basis of a feeling or prejudice. Instancesof the breach of these observations abound
in the list.

Further on, the Sub-Cloinmittee remarks that new terms should be simple in
1"01'm,‘(*asy of pronounciation, elegant in appearance, ete. I may be pardoned
if I state that these are the layman’s laws. Apparently they appeal but
linguistically they are superficial, and, it seriously taken notice of, they are apt
to hinder the progress of work by narrowing down the scope of our choice. It isin
most cases very useful to lose sight of the outer form of a word and think of the ser-
viceability and utility of a word for a certain meaning. The English language
ceases to be English in its stage of nomenclature and becomes either Latin or Greek
and absorbs words of monstrous structure. All lexicons of scientific terms are
full of such words and to us or to an Englishman they never appear disagreeable,
unpleasant or harsh.
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Section (b) under the same heading, Scientific Terms, says, ‘‘Failing (Current
Indian Terms), terms usually employed in scientific terminology in the West should
be adapted to our requirememts. So far as the word ‘“West’’ is concern-
ed I take strong exception to it. This is also too vague and almost
meaningless. Do we mean that we can borrow terms direct from all the
dead and living continental languages of Latin, Teutonie and Slavic groups, ete.
That is not possible. Apparently we mean Clontinental terms as incorporated in
the English language. It so, we must delete the word ¢“West’” and replace it by

the word ““English™. Experience shows that in so doing we will be saved a lot of

trouble of spelling, pronounciation and of grammar. We will then follow in such
respeets the one way of English through which usually we know the Western terms.

The words ““adapted to our requirements’’ in the foregoing section are equally
indefinite and ave not clear to me.  And since no explanation is forthcoming in the
instructions 1 am left to mere guessing, and, if 1 am not mistaken, Adaplation was
onee a practice for making foreign words muarrab or mufarras.  Some think it
can be allowed even now. My idea is that the necessity for adapting words does not
exist any longer,  Adaptation consists in changing certain vowels and consonants
or in changing sound-quantities of consonants. In the Patna list the word trapez-
fwm has been mutilated to *“lirpezi’ ¢ 2 7 “ Antarctic drift™™ 35 & 356 jngtead
of X 58I Such changes ave only perplexing. We learn such words during
the course of our edueation and know them in their entirety. Tf we choose to adopt
them we must lift them bodily and not ““adapt™ them which is but conscious corrup-
tion and is not permissable particularly in the civele of the educated.

Again I cannot appreciate the attitude revealed in the instructions where
preference or priority is given to English terms over the [PPersian, Arabic and
Sanskrit ones.  This is plainly speaking putting the cart before the horse. We
may have loanwords from Knglish but oniy when we fail to find a word from Per-
sian, Arabicor Sanskrit and not otherwise.  The reason is not far to seek. Hindus-
tani can be more naturally and conveniently international with our languages than
with any of the Europcon languages. Inour tongue grammatical particles, prefixes
and suffixes from these languages are indiscriminately mixed up and commonly re-
cognised by our grammar which fact is of vital importance in deriving a series of
words from a substantive, ete., whereas such linguistic units from English and
through it from Latin and Greck have not has yet even touched the surface of our
language and do not stand any such chance in future either. Hence, we are entitled
to borrow from English vocabulary only only when every source of our own has
failed to help.
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monly understood. In the second place, the common knowledge of Hindustani is,
for various reasons which I need not detail here, so meagre even among the educat-
ed classes that we can never trust our judges. In my opinion, however, all those
words must be accepted as “‘commonly understood’ or more exactly, ““understood’’
which have been registered in well known lexicons of Hindustani. As the question
of Urdu and Hindi has for sometime past been highly controversial and as I have
good grounds to believe that Urdu lexicons such as, the ** Farhang-i- Asafia’’, the *““Nu-
rul Lughat”’, the Jamiul Lughat’ and others, are not treated by a certain section of
our society as representing the true vocabulary of the Hindustani language so T would
like to mention only such dictionaries as have been compiled wholly by  Englishimen
and are entitled, “Hindustani” (not Urdu) dictionaries by their authors. The
first of these was prepared by Dr. Gilchrist as long ago as 1785, who for the first
time gave our language, the name of **Hindustani™. The second about 30 yvears
later by John Shakespeare, the third by PPlatt and the fourth by Duncan Forbes
before 1850. These do not contain all words, thousands, specially used by artisans,
being still unwritten, but whatever they record really constitutes the great heritage
of owr language, developed and refined hy all communities during the course of cen-
turics, and this long before the Urdu-Hindi dispute came into  bhemg.
The contents of these dictionaries were the common property of all those
who spoke and wrote in Hindustani. Hencee, T would emphatically  suinnit
to the Behar Committee to delete the words “Commonly Understood’ from
their instructions No. (a) and put “Hindustani Sources as wnderstood and ewbodied
in standard Hindustani Dictionaries™. Should this argument of mine be aceept-
able to the Committee it would strengthen their hands and supply hundreds of
words already in usage in our language.

I may also remark in passing that the phrase, ‘‘commonly understood’ should
not be emphasised. There is no point init. The stratum of a language *‘common-
ly understood’’ is one which in its nature is not scientific and not capable of being
specially understood. We learn the stratum, commonly understood, as children
and the scientific stratum when we grow and study science. Scientifie
ideas are abstract, intricate, special and so subtly combined that in or-
der to grasp them we have to devote special thought. Common or rather common-
place ideas are conveyed by a stratum of language “‘commonly understood” and do
not demand special attention to assimilate them. If we insist on making use of
“‘commonly understood’’ vocabulary forideas of science it will be against all
logic of the language and we will have to admit that in so doing we meet the ““spe-
clally understood” ideas through the medium of ‘‘commonly understood’ language.
Here in the list in seeking to confine oursclves to the ‘‘element commonly under-
stood’’ we have actually entered into the linguistic sphere of the illiterate to the
exclusion of all provision for the educated.
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Gleometrical terms,

- <! » ,» axioms,
(<l ol » , Ppostulate,
b, » dimension,
. ” » hegative,
oL, » hypothesis,
e, ,»  synthesis,
I a2 » yy  AXIS..

These terms, (some of which are grammatically wrong and others entirely
wrong as members of our vocabulary), helong to the colloquial stratum of
our language and are absolutely devoid of scientific tinge, scientific import and scien-
titic life, and, when placed by the side of the English terms they appear nothing
short of rags, and fail to impress us about their future. Moreover, if all the Hindi
vocabulary is thus, as in the list, handed over to science we are bound to face a com-
plex situation when we need it for general purposes; we will be connotatively bi-
stratal, for example :—

(circumference) J:f originally means sorrounding size of a
dress, robe or anything,

(sphere) Y originally means a cannon ball.

(hemisphere) Y a3l originally means a half cannon ball.

(revolution) 3 originally means turn or as much land as
can be ploughed in a day by a single pair
of bullocks,

(hypothesis) ol originally means dignity, obey, admit,

(synthesis) >

originally means adulteration.

1f, however, in our scheme, we intend to make terms for the Hindustani langu-
age and for all those sections of our Society who use Hindustani as their vehicle of
thought, we should explore the total language, called Hindustani, employing the
entire grammar of that language and not only Hindi and its grammanr.

In the same section (a) under reference, the words “‘Commonly Understood”,.
qualifyving “Current Indian sources” is also vague and misleading. For, in the
first place, there enn be no standard by which we .can judge whether a word is corn-
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‘modern Indian languages of Aryan, Dravidian and other families. But in making
the terms, the Committee has not understood it in that sense, as in its list of terms
we do not come across any word from Bengali or Marathi or Telugu. This expres-
sion, therefore, as is abundantly proved by the terms themselves, is equivalent to
¢“Current Hindi Sources’’. If it is so, and I think it is so, we must definitely and
frankly state that our first and foremost source is ‘““‘Hindi”’. 1f we do not do so the
word ‘‘Indian’’ used above would look like a cloak for the word Hindi, and it creates
suspicion as to our motive.

‘Hindi”’, however, is the indisputable background of the Hindustani language
and, as a matter of principle, we ought to utilise this source of our tongue whenever
conveniently possible. But, at the same time, it must be borne in mind that our Hindi
-element is too dialectic to be freely employed for intricate, full-bodied and dignified
ideas of science. Hindi element is most wonderful for simple ideas and for
things of daily use but it has been so deep-set for such purposes that it resists being
applied to strange new scientific ideas. My whole sense of vocabulary of various
types was disturbed when 1 found that in this list under discussion long existing
Hindi words with long carcers in their fixed inner contents were roughly dragged
into an unwilling service for new sets of ideas.  Hor instance,

Geographical Terms

J:lf is used for circumference,

IS ) ,»  Source,
v

’ 5 sphere,
Y ,» hemisphere,
LR, ,» Pprimary feature.

JE” » ,» denudation,
sl , altitude.
skef ’ , Tevolution.
Ve ,» atmosphere,
Algebraical terms,

-
ol gk ,, componendo,
E > E 5 convertendo,
Jé . 5 denomination,
b, ,» incommensurable,
See ,» miscellaneous,
szl ,, numerator,
13

o~ 5 subtrahend,



HINDUSTANI TECHNICAL TERMS
BY
SAYYAD SAJJAD

The (iovernment of Behar have established a Committee called, The Hindustani
Committee, consisting of six experts, for the purpose of preparing a Hindustani
Dictionary, a Hindustani Grammar, Hindustani Technical Terms and Text Books
in the Ilindustani language. The Committee has coined hundreds of words in Geo-
graphy, Arithmetic, Algebra and Geometry and sent them to various institutions
and scholars in India for expression of opinions and suggestions and it will finally
approve them in the light of eriticism received.

The Sub-Committee of Technical Terms was given certain instructions to be fol-
lowed in preparing new Hindustani words and in view of the fact that the instruc-
tions are responsible for the type of termsmade by the Sub-Committee they are of

vital importance. .

In addition to these instructions the Sub-Committee has placed on record its
own observations which it made during the course of its active effort in the direetion
of making new terms and has also ¢ircula ed themn together with the Hindustani Ter-
minology under the heading ‘‘Introductory Remarks by the Technical Terms Con-
mittee’” and as they form part of the instructions referred to above and have consi-
derably influenced the nature and structure of new words they are equally interest-
ing and important.

The above mentioned material was forwarded to me in full for opinion and the
reply which I wrote runs as follows:

“The questions involved in this connection are manifold and can fully be dis-
cussed personally rather than by means of long range correspondence. 1 am, how-
ever, making below some attempt to set forth, briefly my views on certain points. As
L am interested in the whole problem of Hindustani Technical Terms I have examin-
ed, besides the terms, the instructions, remarks and considerations also.

INSTRUCTIONS.

Under the heading Scientific Terms, Section (a) recommends that ““Scientifie
Terms should, as far as possible, be drawn from Current Indian Sources and not di-
rectly from Sanskrit, Arabie, Persian or any other language.”” In my opinion the
expression “‘Current Indian Sources” is too vague. It obviously implies all the
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money on cheap grain shops for which a very large amount may be necessary, the
Governiment are practically becoming patrons of and are advertising the shops of
reliable dealers in commodities essential to the life of the community without spend-
ing money. We have opened 16 shops and are watching the experiment carefully.
The public are notified that they should take receipts for commodities purchased at
these shops to the value of Re. 1]- and more. The control over chemists and drug-
gists is being exercised through the Chemists and Druggists’ Association with in-
creasing strictness it being found that some chemists buy trom the Bombay markets
a few drugs and medicines at a higher price and large consignments of the same
drugs and medicines from the manufacturer’s agents in Bombay at lower prices
and ask the Association to notify the higher price in order to benefit themseclves.
The I’rice Control Committee has taken up the subject and has asked the Secretary
of the Association to report weekly the lowest prices at which various drugs and
medicines can be imported from Boinbay and to notify those prices only plus the
sanctioned rate of profits so that the public may purchase drugs and medicines
at the lowest possible prices in Hyderabad.

T'he trend of prices in all agricultural commodities does not show any extraordi-
nary rise at present.

Some Concluding Remarks.

T have deseribed at some considerable length the system of price control in Hy-
derabad and T believe that ours is the most rational and scientific system. If we
have not been able to check the rising tide of prices of imported articles we are hard-
ly to be blamed, as we have no control over the prices oif such articles. Even then
T have made personal inquiries and taking into consideration all costs the retail
prices of several products that we are controlling ave cheaper in Hyderabad than
in Bombay. If the Government of India takes immediate steps to control the Price
of imported articles with the co-operation of the port towns, on the same lines as we
are doing in Hyderabad, T am convineed that the profiteering could be considerably
controlled, and the present situation fairly eased.
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Coarse rice rose by 6 per cent. in July 1939 and in August by 8 per cent., as compar-
ed with its price in July 1938. With a slight improvement in the monsoon condi-
tions in the later half of August, the price fell a little, but from the 1st week of Sep-
tember, owing to the combined causes, viz., shortage of rain and the declaration of
war, the price shot up again—gradually to 121 as against 106 in August 1939 and 100
in August 1938 which is taken as the basis index number. Kven in normal years a
large quantity of jawar is imported from Bijapur and other districts of the Bombay
Presidency and much rice is imported into the Dominions from the Madras
Presidency.

This year rice is being imported at increasing prices as is seen from the in-
voices (bijaks). The Committee is investigating the invoice prices of all food-
grains (including rice) and after adding thereto the normal rates of profit of whole-
sale and retail dealers, is comparing the prices thus arrvived at with the prevailing
wholesale and retail prices in the bazaar.  The latter will be published weekly. If,
after making allowance for daily fluctuations in the market, the bazaar price is
found to exceed the invoice price plus normal profit of wholesale and retail dealers,
the Committee, which is watching the daily bazaar prices, will notify maximum
retail price for information of the publie.

The price of refined sugar rose in 1938 because a syndicate was formed in Up-
per India on account of the smaller production in 1938 and the preceding year. Bet-
ween August 1938 and July 1939, the price went up by 22 per cent., and again by 3
per cent. more as soon as war broke out in September. Since then, the price has been
slowly going down and is now 18 per centl. more than in August 1938 and 7 per cent.
less than in August 1939, .

There being complaints that in spite of weekly bazaar prices of commodities be-
ing broad-cast through the radio and being published in local papers retail dealers,
in commodities essential to the life of the community, are charging more than the
9 per cent. profit sanctioned by the T’rice Control Committee. After making care-
ful inquiries and after being satisfied that profiteering is going on by retail shop-
keepers, the PPrice Control Committee deeided to open a few model shops in different
localities of the city in charge of reliable traders. These are not cheap grain
shops but are shops wehere commodities will be sold at prevalent bazaar prices noti-
fied by the comuittee. Theinducement to these certified shops will be-that their
names and addresses will also be notified in papers, so that public can buy their
stuffs at these shops if ordinary vretail dealers charge more. The result
will be that customers at these Government shops will inerease and profi-
teering will be checked and curbed to some extent. Instead of spending TPublic-
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is imported or local. After adding wholesalers’ profit, the wholesale price on the
basis of Bezwada prices given above, will be Rs. 16-5-0 per palla of 120 scers.  The
Retailer’s net cost at gunj comes to 7 seers, 6 chatacks per rupee.  Retailer’s trans-
port and other expenses are veported to be annas 41- per palla.  The net cost for the
retailer at his shop is therefore Rs. 16-9-0, that is to say, net 7% seers per rupec.  If
they sell the rice at the rate of 6% seers per rupee, their profit would he about 6 per
cent.

The merchants agreed that even if there are two wholesale dealers at the gunj in
the same transaction the wholesalers’ profit would not exceed 3 per cent. as the second
wholesale dealer would buy only if it payshim to do so at Hyderabad gunj which
practically means that if a wholesale dealer at gunj has got large stock purchased
at lower price and the market price is higher, he may he able to c¢lear his stock at a
lower price than the actual proforma price on the basis of Bezwada rate. Tt ap-
pears that the practice of two wholesale dealers coming in the same transaction is
very rare.

The price of Bezwada rice, Warangal and Mahbubnagar rice, and the rice which
is auectioned at Hyderabad gunj move practically in the same direction and have
mutual influences on each other. It is therefore desirable that the auction prices
should be collected regularly.

The above analysis clearly proves that our idea of fair price unlike most other
provinees is not a vague one.  We determine fair prices by a most scientific pro-
cedure which always remains the same. We also try to keep the publie informed of
the developments that take place.  With this end in view a third press note was
issued.

Communique No. 3. ,

It was stated in the press Communique of 26th September 1939 that except in
case of medicines, drugs, coarse rice and other food grains, prices are cither station-
ary or show a downward tendency since the declaration of war. 'This shows that
any vise in the prices before 1st December 1939 was not due to profiteering owing to
the war.  The rainfall this year has been scanty in some parts of the Dominions aind
scarcity conditions prevail in some districts.  For instance, jawar which is with
rice, the staple crop of the Dominions, had gone up in price by 31 per cent. in July
1939, as compared with July 1938 because the yield of the kharif crop
in many districts was estimated to be low on account of deficient rain-
fall.  Nince the declaration ot war the price of jawar which had risen
from 31 per cent. in July to 37 per cent. in August 1939, fell to 27 per cent. in the first
week of September. It stands now at 33 per cent. higher than the 1938 level and 4
per cent. lower than in August 1939. Similarly, the deficiency of rainfall, and the
conscequent low estimate of the ‘abi’ crop must naturally affect the prices of rice.
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The Fair Price of Rice.

The rice that arrives in Hyderabad by rail either from Bezwada or from Wa-
rangal, Mahbubnagar, Nizamabad is- mostly on Hyderabad wholesalers aceount.
They purchase rice at the place of origin and sell it here on the basis of their net cost.
The rice from Bezwada, Warangal and other places is generally auctioned in the
gunj. It was reported that one or two per cent. of the arrivals may be auctioned on
rare occasions.  Riee which 1s brought from the districts round about Hyderabad

is ouctioned in the gun,j.

Ramsdagar, konamani, gorkal from Bezwada and palasannal burmal from War-
angal arve the kinds of rices which are generally consumed by the poor and lower mid-

dle class.

Proforma from Bezwadarice is as follows:

Price of rice at Bezwada .. .. B.G. Rs. 11 4 0 for 246 1bs.
Freight .. .. .. ’ 1 1 3 9
Bezwada expenses .. .. .. ” . 0 4 0
Total .. ” s, 1211 9
Exchange at Rs. 16]8}- .. » nw 2 2 6

O.S8 Rs. 14 14 3

Customs on price of rice .. .. » 5 0 9 0
Customs on freight. . .. .. s . 0 1 3
F.O.R. IIyderabad .. ’ , 150 8 6

Cartage & Hundarkari .. .. . . 0 2 0
Loss in weight .. .. .. » - 0 5 0
’ , 1515 6

Loss on weight has been allowed at annas 5|- on 246 lbs for two reasons, that is
to say, there is some difference in the net weight of 246 lbs in Bezwada and a palla of
120 seers at Hyderabad and for other losses in transit.

The wholesale dealers are agreeable {o restriet on the whole their net profit
to 3 per cent. and vetailers also agreed to a net profit of 6 per cent. whether the vice.
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Retailer’s Account.

Retailer’s account ts as follows:

Price of salt .. .. .. O8.Rs. 1212 ¢
‘Gunny bag .. .. .. ’ . 0 6 0 (Secunderabad Mer-
chants charge
annas 8J-).
Cooly .. .. .. w o 0 40
Total .. - » 13 6 0 per palla.

The average cost to the retail seller is 9 seers per rupee and it was reported that
the retailer usually sells at 83 seers per rupee on cash basis and about 8% for credit.
The retailers’ estimated profit works out to about 5 per cent. In this account the
profit seems to be very low. If it is correct, the retailers must be making good deal
by giving less in weight.

The price of salt in Bombay in the month of Junc is reported to have been B.G.
Rs. 1-12-9 per maund. Since then it has goneup to about B.G. Rs. 1-13-3. This rise
is seasonal and not due to war.

Recent rise in the price in Hyderabad of about annas 4|- per palla is reported to
be mainly seasonal.

Before the war was declared, the price of gunny bags was B.G. Rs. 21-4 0 per
100 bags and it is now reported to be B.G. Rs. 31-4-0. 'The merchants informed me
that the price of gunny bags is likely to goup still further. The vise in the price of
gunny hags should not affect the price of salt at Hyderabad -as there is sufficient
margin left in the Secunderabad and Hyderabad charges of gunny bags, that is, the
impm'tﬂi‘s in Hyderabad charge annas 6[- per gunny bag which comes to ahout O.S.
Rs. 37-8-0 per 100 bags and in Secunderabad the charges of annas 8]- comes to O.S.
Rs. 50 per 100 bags. '

The merchants have agreed not to raise the margin of profit and to keep the
Government informed of the fluctuations of prices in Bombay and Madras. Mr.
Dawood Abdulla of Begum Bazar, Ali Mohd. Hashim of Osman Gunj and Moosa
Mohd. of Secunderabad have promised to supply information regularly. These
names may be given to the chief appraiser. They have also promised to impress up-
on the retail dealers not to raise the retail prices without a rise in the wholesale rates.
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The Fair Price of Salt in Hyderabad

Salt comes to Hyderabad from Bombay and from Madras Presidency (China
Ganjam, Guntur district, Talmanchi, Nellore district and Nellore are the chief
places of origin.) The merchants informed me that during the current weeks the
ruling price of salt at Bombay is B.(. Rs. 1-13-3 per maund of 40 seers. They also
showed me a letter from Bombay informing them that prices are likely to-go up to
B.G. Rs. 1-15-0, and asking the merchants to order two or three wagons at B.G.
Rs. 1-13-9 ps. per maund.

Proforma for salt is as follows:

Price of salt per maund of 40 seers .. BG. Rs. 113 3
Gunny bag .. .. .. . s 0 2 0
Railway freight .. .. .. . s 015 6
Total F.O.R. Hyderabad .. ” s 214 9
Exchange at 17 per cent. ( xpproxmmte]v) . 0 8 0
Customs duty .. . .. O8. Rs. 010 8
Cartage and other charges . .. 9w e 0 30
Total per maund .. . ’ 4 4 5
The calculation is based on the rate of
0.5, Rs. 4-4-0 per maund of 40 seers.
Per palla . .. OS. Rs. 1212 0
Deduct for bar ddana for w holesale .. w 35 0 6 0

Loss in weight—add Net cost .. .. s ’ 0 2 0
Net wholesale cost per palla .. .. » , 12 8 0
Sale price per palla .. .. . s 1212 0

The merchants said that the maximum profit they earn is about annas 4|- per
palla. The price of Bezwada salt is approximately the same as in Bombay. But
there is difference of about annas 5|- in the Railway freight from China Ganjam in
the Guntur district to Hyderabad. The wholesale price of Madras salt at Hyderabad
is reported to be O.S. Rs. 11-8-0. The merchants, however, informed me that the
quality of Madras salt is not as good as that of Bombay. They also said that if a
wholesale buyer brings cash, they may sell at about O.S. Rs. 12-11-0 per palla and
the rate for eredit may goup to Rs. 12-13-0.
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normal rate of profits (for wholesale and retail trade) to invoice-prices from
Bombay merchants. The local chemists and druggists have agreed to sell at these
prices; a list of which is now exhibited at every chemists’ shop. These prices will
remain in foree until such time as wholesale prices go up or down in Bombay, whence
almost all drugs are imported into Hyderabad.

The Committee is also fixing the retail maximum price of sugar of two kinds;
viz.: sugar with large and small erystals. These prices are being broadcost, as well
as communicated to the press, and will remain in force—till altered by the Govern-
ment. The price fixed is the maximum price, and wholesale as well as retail dealers
are of course at liberty to sell below this maximum prices, but not to exceed them.
Increase in price charged by retail sellers above the maximum authorised by the
Government, should be brought to the notice of the Chairman of the Supply Com-
mittee, with the names of the retail dealer,and the complainant. The Committee
is now examining the prices of salt, paper and all kinds of grain; and a further eom-
munique in regard to them will be issued.

The System of Triple Control.

Normally in Hyderabad town the chief appraiser of the Customs Department
prepares a list of weekly wholesale and retail prices which is published by the De-
partment of Statisties. Also the Superintendent of Municipal Markets prepares a
list of retail prices prevailing in the municipal markets. The Committee felt that in
order to keep itself in touch with the daily market prices, and to find out if the
various trades associations were discharging their pledges faithfully, it was neces-
sary to have some agency of its own. Consequently two well qualified graduate ins-
pectors were appointed to prepare a list of daily retail prices and also to see that the
various traders in the town carried the instructions given to them by the Committce.

Thus we have introduced a system of Triple Cfontrol of Prices in Hyderabad
town. All rise or fall in prices is cavefully studied by the Committee. For the in-
formation of the public, the prevalent market prices (which are indirectly controlled
by us so far as profiteering is concerned) are weekly published in the press and arve
also broadeast from the local State Broadcasting Station. If we find that the prices
are rising or falling due to natural market conditions we do not interfere and allow
the traders to charge the enhanced prices. If, however, it is discovered that the rise
in prices is due to any profiteering we actively intervene. To illustrate how thorough
our own methods of investigation are in determining fair prices, I reproduce two
notes describing the whole procedure of determining the fair price of the following
commodities which were prepared by the Director of Industries at the request of the

Committee.
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be drastically controlled, especially those which could be produced within H.E.H. the-
Nizam’s Dominions.

The plea for helping the poor man by supblying him foodstuffs at cheap prices.
is very reasonable, but what justification is there to deprive our farmers of better re-
turns when others are benefitting?  There might be a lot of justification, for instance
in England, to prevent the farmer from benefiting by higher prices of foodstuffs, be-
cause during the time of depression when wheat was sold at 4 s. 6 d. per cwt., the
British Government had guaranteed him a normal price of 10 sh. per ¢wt. In India
he was entively left to himself at the time of falling prices. Therefore there is no-
Justification for depriving him now of better returns. Consequently we decided to-
leave the farmers alone. Our system is to control the profits and not to control the
prices and I must say that our system is more scientific, rational and practical, than
any other system of control in India.

From the very beginning we followed the more rational policy of allowing re-
placement costs in the determination of prices and profits.  Our system in brief is as.
follows.—

The System of Price Control in Hyderabad.

We call the trades associations and make a thorough enquiry about their ecosts
and profits. In cach trade we allow the profit that was charged before the war. We
check the invoice prices of imported articles and the mandi’ prices of local produce,
add all costs and a maximum profit allowed, and then caleulate the price.  This, in
the opinion of the Committee, is a fair price.  We keep these price calculations con-
fidential and watch the market prices. Our confidential prices are arrived at in
consultation with the traders and they are told not to charge prices higher than the
calculated prices. If the market price does not exceed this calculated price, we take
no action.  But if we find the prices prevalant in the market exceed our prices we-
call the traders association and ask for explanation with threats to enforce our price.
In practice it has worked fairly well. At the close of our second meeting, for the
information of the public we issued a second press note.

Communique No. 2.

Since the issue of the last Comiunique, the Committee has been carefully
watching the trend of retail prices. Ixcept in case of medicine and drugs, coarse
rice, wheat, Bengal gram, and sesamum oil, the prices have been either stationary or-
show a downward tendency during the last fortnight. The Clommittee first took up
the retail prices of drugs and medicines with the help of the association of local che--
mists and druggists. The retail price of every drug has been fixed by adding the-
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In this connection it must be realised that if the Government takes control of the
previous stocks, the public will not or ought not to be allowed to buy as much as they
like to hoard for the future. The ncgessary corollary of control of stocks is the
rationing of the supplies. This, I am sure, will not be liked much in this countiy
-even by those who so enthusiastically advocate control of stocks. Once the consuiner
has asked the State to interfere, he will have to forego the soveriegnity of his chuizes.

Again if we assume that such control has been successful, what will happen when
those previous stocks are exhausted? Will or should the Government continue to
-do trading on its own account or will it leave it to traders? If the traders are left
to themselves they may buy stocks in anticipation of further demand as is usually
the custom. Now, suppose, that war suddenly terminates and they are left with
new accumulated stocks in their hands which have been purchased at high war prices,
-and due to the termination of war, the channels of supply open up all of a sudden and
there is a heavy fall in the prices. "Who is going to bear this loss? Certainly not the
‘traders, why? Because if the Government will not allow them to profit out of war
then they certainly should not bear the losses which arise due to the termination of
war.

‘Will the consumer be prepared to buy the previous stocks at war time prices
becaus the traders have bought them at these prices? If the answer can be given
in the affirmitive,then certainly I vegard it as the duty of the Government to commpel
the traders to sell their pre-war stocks at the pre-war prices. But if the answer is in the
negative and the consumer or the Government is not prepared to share in the losses,
then most certainly they have no right to deprive the traders of their profits. The
policy of controlling previous stocks amounts to ‘head I win, tail you lose’. From
the practical point of view such a policy has nothing to recommend itself.
During the normal course of business, prices rise and fall due to various causes
-and traders have to share the fortunes and misfortunes.

Normally they have to sell their stocks at the prevalent prices irrespective of the
fact whether they brought their stocks above those prices or below those prices.
The rise in prices of all commodities is not entirely due to war. For instance the
price of sugar even a month after the declaration of war was not so high as it was
four or five months before the declaration of war. The index number of wholesale
sugar price in April 1939 was 109, if we take the August 1939 price as 100. At the
end of September 1939 it rose only to 103. On 1st October 1936 it was only 88.

Realising all the implications of the situation we decided that it is not advisable
to take charge of the existing stocks. "We also realised that we could not control the
Pprices of imported articles. There was a demand that the prices of foodstuffs must
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same time a state of war necessarily means a disturbance in the level of prices, and
it will be well to practice economy and so conserve their resources.

The Formation of Trader’s Associations.

After we had issued the first communique, we felt the necessity of putting into
practice our main idea of forming associations of the dealers. As the prices of me-
dical and pharmaceuntical products were rising and we felt that these were essential
necessaries of life, we decided that this should be our first work. We were suecessiul
in forming an association of the chemists. The next important question before us was
to see how the rising tide of prices could be checked. The press was full of com-
plaints of the consumers of which we were conseious.  Although there was sonie exag-
geration, on the whole there was much justification in the complaints of the consumers.
The press was also pouring suggestions as to what the Government should do. o be
frank, T admit that some people have been disappointed in what we have done. They
wanted a thorough and a drastic action. For instance, it was said that the Govern-
ment must take the control of entire existing stocks and sell these at the pre-war
prices. Intheiropinion there was no justification in charging higher prices for
those goods which the decalers had obtained at pre-war price. Before I
develop this point, I want to make one thing clear, which most people have for-
gotten during the last few months.  The Government is not only the representative
of the consumers but it is also the representative of the producers and dealers also
have equal rights to make themselves heard.  For an impartial Government it is
equally important to respect the wishes of this class(traders), and to defend their
legitimate rights and interests.

The Implications of Stocks.

On grounds of social justice there could be no objection to the Government’s
taking control of stocks and compelling the dealers to sell at pre-war costs, and to
prevent them from making any extra profits. But such stocks however big those
may be are bound to get exhausted sooner or later and rather sooner than later.
A vague misunderstanding exists in the minds of general public that big stores have
huge stocks of articles which could last for several months at least. This is not cor-
rect.  Big traders repeatedly renew their stocks and hardly a week passes when
ordinarily fresh stocks ave not bought to take place of the depleted stocks. If no
fresh stocks were added every week, the staple articles would be exhausted even in big
stores in a month’s time. What will happen when these stocks ave exhausted?
Fresh stocks must be sold at prices consideably higher than the previous stocks owing
to the rise in the price of imported articles, over which we can exercise but little
control. ’
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Communique No. 1.

As is being done elsewhere in India, Government has been giving close atten-
tion during the last few days to the question of the rise in prices which has followed
on the outbreak of war. A Committee under the Chairmanship of Mr. S. M. Bharu-
cha (Additional Revenue Secretary) has been sitting to study the problems arising
out of the situation and to advise Government from time to time on the measures
that may be necessary.

There is now in force in the Dominions a Regulations closely following the pro-
visions of the Defence of India Ordinance. These provisions cover a wide field and
give Government emergency power to deal with the public safety and interest during
-a state of war.

The Rules under this Regulation give, among many other things, power, so far
as may appear expedient for maintaining supplies and services essential to the life of
the community, to control prices and to regulate the storage and consumption of arti-
-cles of any deseription. In other words power is provided to deal with profiteering
on the one hand by dealers and with hoarding on the other hand by the public. For
infringement of the Rules heavy penalties are provided.

Attention is invited to the Gazette Extraordinary of the Government of India
<dated the 8th September, which has appeared in the press, which, so far as provineial
‘Governments are concerned, limits control to necessaries such as medical supplies,
foodstuffs, salt, kerosene oil and the cheaper qualities of cotton cloth. While this
limitation does not apply to this Government, it may be taken that the attention of
‘the Committee will be directed to the same range of commodities.

Intervention by the Government in the operations of trade and of the laws of
supply and demand is always attended by difficulties, and care must be taken that
regulation of prices does not bring with it greater evils than it is sought to remedy.
‘The Government confidently relies on the advice and cooperation of dealers, both
wholesale and retail, who will be taken into the confidence of the Committee and will
be welcome to approach it whenever they desire. Tt is in their power, at a moment
when other means of helping in the prosecution of the war are not yet open, to do
this service to the community, naniely to assist in maintaining at a steady level the
economic life of Hyderabad.

On the other hand it is the bounden duty of every loyal citizen to abstain from
all forms of hoarding and not to store commodities beyond his normal limit of con-
sumption. There is no occasion for alarm. There is nothing, as the Government
of India have stated, in existing conditions to justify abnormal rise in prices. At the
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ment to control the prices of imported articles. I think it will help a good deal to
understand our limitations to control the prices of imported articles if we describe
the system of control in England and then compare it with the conditions prevailing
in India.

The System of Price Control in England.

In England trades have their own associations which control and regulate the
conditions of trading of their own members through mutual good will. I shall
illustrate this with an actual example of the book trade. There are‘about two dozen
big book exporting firms in London. They have formed themselves into an associa-
tion. All book exporters, in order to get the trade terms from the publishers must
be members of this association. The association meets every Thursday to discuss
their problems. If any of its members finds any difficulty in realising the proceeds
of the sales of the books to importers in the other countries, the names of such book-
sellers are notified to this committee which keeps a list of such defaulting importers.
In case of serious defaults the names of such importers are put on the black list and
it becomes impossible for such defaulting firms to buy books from any exporter.

Similarly there are associations of importers of various articles. These associa-
tions are very powerful bodies and their internal discipline is very high. Along
similar lines there exist associations of distributors and retailers. If any retailer
does not observe the regulations of his association, the matter is reported to the dis-
tributor’s association which stops all supplies to such retailers and a similar vicla-
tion by a distributor results in the stopping of the supply by the importors’ asso-
ciation.

In England if the Government want to control the retail price of any article,
all that the Minister of Supply has to do is to summon the secretary of the impor-
tors’ association and to communicate his wishes to him. The rest of the work is
done by the various trades association. FEngland is in a very powerful position to
control the prices of several important imported articles as it is one of the biggest
importors of foodstuffs and is almost in a monopolistic position to dictate her terrus.

The Necessity of Trades Associations in India.

In India the types of associations we have described above hardly exist, and if
they exist at all, they are merely on paper. Therefore from the very outset it was
realised by us in Hyderabad that if a control was at all to be exercised properly it
must be exercised through the trades associations. If such associations did not
exist, efforts should be made to form such associations and we directed our efforts
towards this end. After our first meeting we issued the following communique.—
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*  The Notification issued on the 19th December 1939 further extended the above
list so as to include (1) all requisites incidental to leather manufacturing industries;
(ii) screen paper, (iii) silk ribbons and (iv) acids.

In a circular letter addressed co all District Officers, the Secretary to the Govern-
ment of the I’rovince, stated that District Officers should watch the movement of
prices in their districts and institute prompt action to stop profiteering; but it was
also stated that ‘‘price fluctuations of 10 to 20 per cent over the rates ruling on Sep-
tember 1 should not be regarded as coming within the meaning of profiteering®’. In
a circular letter to Distriet Officers dated the 8th December 1939, the Government of
the United I’rovinces point out that ‘‘the price of any article ruling in any particular
market depends on the price of that article in other markets. The unit of
price control cannot, therefore, be the district and Government have therefore under
contemplation the sefting up of a provincial body to advise regarding the control
of prices. This body has pot, however, yet been set up and the present situa-
tion in many districts gives cause for anxiety”. The same letter therefore advises
District Officers to keep a wateh over profiteering and to take such action as they
think necessary, Itis understood that the Government of the United Provincees has
now appointed a Controller of I’rices who is to be assisted by an Advisory Committee.

II.
The Difficulties of Price Control.

The perusal of the above summary clearly indicates the difficulties that beset the
Controllers of Prices. These difficuities were emphasised by me three years ago in
my State and Economie Life*,

Price Confrol Committee in Hyderabad.

H.E.H. the Nizam’s Government soon after the declaration of war set up a
Committec to control prices, and I was also made a member of this Committee.

This Committee has been tackling the PProblem most realistically and it is a
model for the other provinces to follow., How far this statement is correct, 1 will
leave it'to the readers to judge after they have studied our system. '.

At our very first meeting, we asked ourselves what we were going to do and how
far we could do it effectively. The Committee from the very outset re-
alised how difficult it was to control prices and to tamper with the for-
ces of supply and demand and we also discussed our own limitations. In
a country like India with 300 millions of small producers and millions
of small shop-keepers, it is impossible to control prices or to fix a minimum
price by a fiat of a committee. 1In India it has been often emphasised that England
through its Supply Department is successfully controlling the prices of several im-
ported articles and why should not the Government of India set up a similar depart-

® The State and Eeonomié.Life, New Book Co., 1938.
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tory on every dealer in essential commodities to produce his books and furnish such
statements regarding prices as the Inspectors of Prices may demand. The Control-
ler or Inspector of Prices may also enter any premises in which trade in essential
commodities is carried on with a view to compliance with this Order. The other
Order is the Sind Control of Prices Order which authorises the Controllers of P’rices
to control prices in their respective areas in whatever manner they consider ne-
cessary.

The action of the Sind Governtnent has so far been limited to the collection and
communication of weekly statistics of prices in Karachi and in the districts and to
inquiry, through Inspectors of Prices, accompanied with threat of action in cases
where particular prices are not in accordance with Karachi or all-India prices.

The only commodity in the case of which definite price limit was fixed was Java
Sugar and the control, as the Cthief ¢ lontroller of Prices observes (letter of the 30th
December 1939), was not a success, partly owing to a combination of the merchants
and ecommission agents concerned, and partly because Java Sugar was not controlled
in any other market. The Order fixing the maximum price was, therefore, cancelled
on the 23rd November.

Reporting on the working of the priee control measures the Chief Controller of
TPrices points out that in view of the risc in prices of most commodities it is necessary
to excercise a stricter control than has been possible so far; and that ‘‘a stage has
been reached at which it will be necessary in the opinion of the Government of Sind
to set up a machinery involving the engagement of a large staff, if the same control as
has been exercised in the past is to be maintained”’.

The Government of Sind are also enquiring into the possibility of opening cheap
grain shops in Karachi (letter dated the 30th December 1939).

THE UNITED PROVINCES.

The Notification issued on the 9th September 1939 by the United Provinces
Government gave the following list of articles which would be treated as ‘‘essential
commodities’’ under the Defence of India Rules:—

1. Medicinal and Pharmaceutical products;
. Surgical instruments;

Salt;

. Machine Manufactured cloth;

. Vegetable and Mineral Oils; and

. Dairy Produce.

W

SO ew
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" down country markets and in the absence of control of prices of agricultural pro-
duce both in the Punjab and United 1°rovinces the price of wheat and sugar showed
a steep rise. So long as the latter refrain from controlling the price of agricultural
produce no system of price control here will function well.  The Provincial Govern-
ment’s policy is to allow prices to rise gradually as prices rise elsewhere’”.

ORISSA.

District Magistrates have been authorised to keep a careful watch on the move-
ment of prices and to take action if and when cases of gross profiteering come to their
notice. No attempt has been made to fix maximum prices and no Controller of Prices
for the Province as a whole seems to have heen appointed.

The Press Note issued on the 23rd December, however, stated that ““careful in-
vestigation shows that though the risc in prices of some of the more hmportant com-
modities like sugar and cloth was due to causes beyond the control of this Gov-
ernment there has been a deliberaie attempt on the part of some traders to
enhance prices to a level that can, in no civcumstances, be justified”. It warned the
traders against profiteering and stated that unless profiteering was stopped, the
Government may have to take drastic action.

PUNJAB.

District officers have been cmpowered to exercise all powers in respect of price
control and the notification issued on the 9th September delegating these powers to
District Officers stated that they should fix prices of certain articles on a 10 per cent
increase basis. This notification alse made it clear that ‘‘at present at any rate,
except for gur, it is not intended to fix maximum prices for agricultural commodities
ineluding food-grains and cotton.™

The civcular letter addressed by the Joint Chief Secretary to the Government
of the PPunjab to Deputy Cominissioners directed that small committees of non-offi-
cials should be appointed in each distriet to advise them on matters connected with
price control. A

SIND.

The Notification issued on the 12th September 1939 appointed the Revenue Comn-
missioner for Sind to be the Chief Controller of Prices for Sind and the District Offi-
cers to be the Controllers of Prices for their respective districts.

The Government of Sind have also passed two Orders regulating the control of
prices. The Sind Control of Prices (Production of Books) Order makes it obliga-
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September that ‘“all wholesale or retail dealers in the distriets who obtain goods:
from outside arc warned that if they import goods at a rate higher than the control
rate in the district they will do so at their own risk.  They are advised to report to the
Deputy Commissioner all cases in which a down country dealer has quoted a fate
ahove the controlled rate in the distriet.  The Deputy Commissioner will then report
the case to the Govermment, who will ask the Government of the Province concerned
whether the rate quoted is within their controlled rate’’.

It was also noticed that the fixing of different prices in some districts of the
North West Frontier Provinee and the Punjab resulted in large transfers of grain
being made from the former to the lattcy provinee.  The Government of the North
West Frontier Provinee took notice of thisteudeney and informed Deputy Commis-
sioners that Executive order forbidding the export of wheat, barley, gram, maize
and gur should be issued and that no exports should be allowed except under permit
(September 26th and 27th 1939).

Writing on the 13th October 1939, the Sceretary to the Government of North
West Trontier Provinee informed Deputy Commissioners that complaints had been
received about the diffieulty in carrying out the control of prices on the 10 per cent
basis; and that it was advisable to have maximum wholesale and retail prices fixed.
Such prices weve fixed for Peshawar, and Deputy Commissioners were advised to fix
similar prices in their distriets taking the Peshawar prices as a base.  In short, the
previous method of fixing prices on a 10 per cent inerease basis was abandoned and
a new system of enforeing maxinum prices was instituted on the 13th of October.

Reports of the Secretary to the Government of the North West Frontier iPro-
vinee express general satisfaction with the working of the price control measures in
the Provinee and state that stocks of commodities are ample and that therve is no
panic in the market, though prices ave gradually rising, mostly in sympathy with a
rise in other Provinces.

Writing on the 15th December, 1939, the Secretary to the Government of the
North West Frontier Provinee explains the difficulties of price control in the Pro-

vince as follows:—

“TPollowing the announcement of the Punjab Government carly this month that
it was not proposed to control the price of agricultural products in that Province
the Price of wheat in loecal markets rosc sharply and at the same time
stoeks in hand showed a growing tendency to leave the Province, where profits are
subject to control, for areas where no such control exists. This Province is largely
dependent on imports of both agricultural produce and other necessaries of life from
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sort to the powers which they posses to fix maximum prices and use the provi-
sions of the Defence of India Act to put down profiteering, the inevitable result
will be dislocation of trade and considerable hardship will necessarily be caused
to the mercantile community. In their own interests, therefore, merchants should
be advised to see that the work of these committees is a success and to co-operate
with them to that end.

The special problems facing the Government of Madras are the excessive fluctua-
tions in the prices of sugar and dye stuffs. Since both of these coinmodities are
generally imported into Madras from other provinces and from abroad, the Madras
Government feel that it would be extremely difficult for them to take any effective

action in steadying down their prices. B

NORTHWEST FRONTIER PROVINCE.

The control of prices in the North West Frontier Provinee began to operate on
the 19th September 1939, when by a Notification powers were conferred on the dis-
trict authorities to fix the maximum prices of certain scheduled articles both for the
wholesale and retail trades.  Simultaneously a Provincial Price Control Cominittee
was constituted to lay down general lines of action. With this (fommittee repre-
sentatives of different trades were associated. District Advisory (‘ommittees were
-also cstablished which helped the District authorities in the actual fixation of sche-
duled or essential commodities and day-to-day control of prices and allied matters.

“The list of articles for which eontrol of prices was made applicable was pub-
lished on the 18th September, and included :—

(i) All food grains, meat of all description, ete.:

(il) Sugar, gur, tea, milk, ghee, vegetable oils, salt, ete.:
(iii) Fuel, viz., charcoal, wood fuel, steam coal, keresene oil, ete. :
(iv) Soap, matches, cheaper qualities of cotton cloth, ete.

The Notification of the 19th September, 1939 added a list of medicinal supplies
which was further enlarged by the Notification of the 21st and 22nd September.

T'he Notification of the 26 and 27th September further added Steel, Tron, Bar-
seem seed to the list of essential articles.

According to carlier notifications an increase of 10 per cent over the 1st Septem-
ber prices was allowed in the case of all these articles. But it soon became apparent
that the prices of some of the articles received from the Punjab had exceeded 10 per
cent and orders were issued by the provincial Governments, on the 26th and 27th
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MADRAS.

The Government of Madras issued a warning to the Commercial community
against profiteering on the 6th September 1939 and this warning was repeated in
several other press notes. But the Communique No. 96 issued on the 26th October
stated that “the Government have examined the trend of prices of essential commo-
dities and observe that although the warning has had some effect on steadying pri-
ces, there are still indications in certain localities that prices remain unduly high™.

The same communique authorised the District Magistrates of four distriets to
set up local committees with a view to obtaining their advice on matters connected
with price control. According to the Communique, the committees ‘‘will confine
themselves to determining and publishing what they consider to be a fair price for
essential commodities, viz., riee, dry grain,pulses, salt, sugar, chillies, matches and
cheaper varicties of cloth produced in the Province. The price so deter-
mined may be called a mean fair price. It will not be 2 maximum price which can-
not be excecded without infringing the low. The Government, however, trust that
prices fixed in this manner will generally be adhered to and that there will be no ne-
cessity to make use of powers which they possess to fix prices by legal notification.™

Local Advisory Committees For colleeting and publishing a list of “fair mean
prices’ have now been established in about ten districts out of the 26 districts in the
Province; and collectors of other distriets have been enipowered by the Government
(veference G.O. No. Ms. 2237 of the 1.+h Dec. 1939), to form such commitices wher-
ever they think them necessary.  Bur the Government point ont that it is not
intended that these conmmnittees should have any powers for fixing prices; and ““the
Government have sonie reason to fear that the funetions of these Advisory Commit-
tees have been misunderstood even in certain cases by the members of the Committee
themselves.  The object of forming the Committees is to ascertain and publish a fair
priee for essential commodities in the light of local conditions, e.y., transport facili-
ties, distance of wholesale supplies, ete.””

1t will thus be seen that the Government of Madras have not adopted any control
of prices in the strict sense of the term, since they believe that ‘“if wide publicity is
given to the committees’ decisions it ought to be possible to prevent a higher price
being charged to the poor and the illiterate than those who are better informed.
Theé only sanction behind the committees’ decision is that of public opinion and sue-
cess will, to a large extent, depend on the jocal influence of the persons sclected.”

Merchants and traders have, however, heen warned by the press note of the 14th
December, 1939 which states that if in the end the Government are 'compelled to re-
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meantime, the Government has appointed a Controller of prices and also set up a Con-
sultative Committee of non-officials for the purposes mentioned below :—

(i) to advise the Controller as regards maximum prices, commodities to be
controlled, etc;

(i1) to report to Government on arrangements for finance and as to the num-
ber and location of cost price shops;

(1i1) to advise the Controller regarding the purchase and supply of commodi-
ties required for the cost price shops and generally regarding their
organisation.

CENTRAL PROVINCES AND BERAR.

The Government of Central Provinces and Berar issued a press communique on
the 8th of September 1939 warning traders and merchants against profiteering and
issued the Central Provinces and Berar Control of Prices Order on the 26th Septem-
ber 1939. The principal featurves of the Order are that the Director of Industries
will act as the Price Control Officer for the Provinee and that the officers primarily
concerned with the control of prices will be the deputy Commissioners.  The Deputy
Commissioners will fix maximum prices for certain essential commodities for their
district in consultation with the Advisory Committees consisting of merchant cinsu-
mers and chairmen of local bodies in the distriet.

In the list of articles for which control of prices was applicable according to the
‘Order issued on the 26th September, agricultural produce and grains were included.
Amendments issued on the 1st of November omitted these articles from the opera-
tion of price control regulations; but the notification issued on the 11th December
1938, hrought them again under the control.

The latest press note issued on the 22nd of December 1939 states that the Gov-
ernment have decided to appoint a Provincial Price Control Board at Nagpur.
““The Board has been so constituted as to include representatives of agrieultu-
rists, dealers in grain, workers and employers of labour. ‘The first meeting of ihe
Board will be called as carly as possihie, when the action taken so farin regard to
<control of prices, the results achieved, the difficulties noticed will be explained.
‘Government hopes that this step, will further tend to reconcile the eonflicting view
points and to ensure arrangements satisfatory to all interests concerned.’’



Writing again on the 3rd January 1940, the Secretary to Government of Bom- °
bay expressed his considered opinion regarding the failure of price control on the
basis of a fixed percentage increase in prices as follows:—

“The Government of Bombay desires to report that the fixing of maximum prices
on a percentage basis has been found to be unworkable in actual practice for the rea-
sons given below:—

“(1) The 1st September prices are now quite out of date and bear no relation
to the prevailing prices.

“(2) It is difficult for an ordinary consumer to ascertain the 1st September
selling prices of the retailer in each case.

“(3) Tt is difficult to ascertain and fix the increased cost of production or in-
creased replacement costs in each case.

‘“(4) The Bombay Province being dependent chiefly on imports from other
provinces or from overseas, the replacement costs of individual dealers
vary from time {o time and no price level can, therefore, be fixed for
enforcement.

‘“(5) There is lack of information with regard to wholesale prices prevailing
in the markets of the chief producing provinces.

“The Government of Bombay has, therefore, come to the inevitable conclusion
that action by individual provinces will not avail and that a co-ordinating authority
requires to be set up immediately which would see that simultaneous action on some
uniform lines is taken by the Privincial Governments. The (Government of Bombay
considers that the Central Government should work as a co-ordinating anthority also.
Unless the chief grain-producing provinees undertake to control unwarranted in-
crease in the prices of the chief agricultural commodities produced in their provin-
ces, it would be difficult for the importing provinees to control the prices in their
areas. Some machinery requires to be set up by which the provinces may be enabled
to obtain regularly at least hi-weekly, the wholesale prices of some of the important
articles of foodstuffs and other necessaries of life. This information will enable the
local government to see whether the prices prevailing in their province are fair or
not:”’

T'he Government of Bombay proposes to open about 20 cost price shops in Bom-
bay City to check profiteering by retail dealers and hope to increase the number of
these shops if their utility is established by the experience gained hereafter. In the
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The commodities for which prices are controlled may be grouped as follows:—

(i) Spices and Vegetables;
(ii) Matches;
(iii) Kerosene Oil;
(iv) Dal;
(v) Sugar;
(vi) Flour and Ata;
(vii) Wheat;
(viii) Salt;
(ix) Cocoanut Oil and Mustard Oil;

{(x) Certain patent medicines and medicinal supplies.

It should be recognised that the suecess of price control in Assam, Bihar and
Orissa is intimately bound up with such success in Bengal, because the former receive
a large bulk of their consumable commaodities from Caleutta and the neighbouring
Bengal markets. The reports from Assam, Bihar and Orissa indicate that the fluc-
tuations of prices in Caleutta greatly affect prices in these Provinces also and that
Assam, Bihar and Orissa have generally to base their prices on those 1uling in Bengal.

BONBAY.

The Bombay Regulation and Control of Prices Order was promulgated on the
9th September 1939, and orders were issued fixing the maximum prices of rice,
sugar, jawar, beef, bajra, mutton, £ oil, quinine and some other medicines above the
prices prevalent on the 1st September 1939.  Additions were made to the list of me-
dicines and dirugs on the 14th September 1939, Further orders were issued on the
22nd September 1939 allowing an “‘increasc of 10 per cent over the 1st September
prices in the case of certain articles of foodstuffs and an increase of 20 per cent in the
case of imported medicines and drugs in additions to the increased cost of produe-
tion or replacement costs.”

The Secretary to the Government of Bombay writing to the Secretary, Econo-
mie Resources Board, on the 4th December 1939, ohscrves that ‘“it is not easy to work
these orders in practice. The business community contends that in addition to ve-
placement costs they should be allowed at least the same margin of profit as they
were making before the outbrveak of war bcecause as replacement costs in-
crease the margin of profit tends to decrease.”



4
BIHAR

District Officers have heen empowered to control prices in Bihar in consulta-
tion with local Advisory Committees. The Provincial Government have specified
the following articles in respect of which price control would be exercised :—

I. IX. III. IV. V. VI
Rice Fish Salt Mustard Oil  Ordinary lungis Medicines
Dal Goat’s Chillies Kerosene Oil  Ordinary dhuties Medicinal

meat Supplies.
Flour Mutton Turmeric Matches Ordinary saris
Wheat Beef Onions Ordinary shirting

sur Milk Spices Gamcha

Sugar  Ghee Sattoo

Butter Chura

The most important work done in conneetion with price control in Bihar is the:
collection as quickly as possible of the latest wholesale price quotations of prineipal
commodities which are imported into the Provinee mainly from Bengal.  The Dis-
trict Officers only supervise the trend of prices and their work is mainly limited to
preventing any undue rise in the prices of specified commodities.  The Controller of
Prices and Supplies, Bihar, in his letter to the Secvetary, Economic Resources Board
observes that ““indeed it is the only practical way at present, but the Provincial Gov-

crnment recognise that it is not enough’”.  But Biliar depends on outside markets for

almost all the “essential”” or specified commodities and as these prices fluctuate
greatly from day-to-day, the Government consider that price control by fixing maxi-
mum prices for any fixed period of time would be unfair to traders and would also-
cause considerable dislocation in the smooth working of Bihar markets.

BENGAL

The control of prices in Bengal is vested in the Controller of Prices who has
been authorised to fix the maximum wholesale and retail prices of *‘essential commo-
dities™, to vary the list of articles to be Brought under price control schemes and
gencrally to supervise all matters connected with price control.  The fixation of
prices tor Caleutta is done by the Controller of Prices in consultation with the Ad-
visory Council consisting of representatives of trade, commerce and public experts.
The wholesale and retail prices of certain commodities including medicinal supplies.
are fixed for Caleutta from time to time and ave published immediately for the guid-
ance of the buying and selling publie.

The District Magistrates have been similarly appointed Controller of PPrices for
theiy respective distriets and they have heen empowered to fix prices in consultation
with Advisory Committees represenling various intevests.
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<control of prices would be vested. Generally speaking the Deputy Commissioner or
the Sub-Divisional Officer, as the case may be, is the chairiman of each committee. The
<hairman is empowered to nominate members representing consumers and traders
respectively. The chairman of local or municipal boards are also ex-officio members
-of the committee and the chairman has the right to co-opt such other members as he
thinks advisable.

These Advisory Committees are in charge of all matters relating to price con-
trol in the areas for which they function. It is left to the Deputy CCommissioner to
decide, with the help of these committees, what foodstuffs and other articles need
have their prices fixed in each area; and the instructions issued to the Deputy Com-
missioners by the Special Officer in charge of price control stz}te that ““it is not neces-
sary to fix a price if the ruling price is reasonable, in which case it may be left to
stand by itself.”’

Assam generally receives a large bulk of its goods from Caleutta and the prices
fixed in Assam have therefore to be based more or less on prices ruling in Culeutta.
The circeular letter issued by the officer on Special duty to the Deputy Commissioners
on the 2nd of October 1939 states that ‘‘the chief problem in this Provinee is to ensure
that regular supplies are duly sent from Calcutta and this matter is being taken up
in consultation with the Government of Bengal’’.

Regarding the actual working of the price control scheme enquiries were invited
by the Assam Government from all the Distriet Officers; and towards the end of
November, the situation, as gencrally reported, was that in most of the districts
price control by fixing maximum prices had been suspended, because it was generally
agreed that there was no need of it.  But by the beginning of December prices hegan
to rise again, largely in sympathy with the risc in Bengal and maximum prices had to
be fixed again in some districts.

Tt should however be noticed that, generally speaking, prices have not heen fix-
ed for grain produced in Assam because in most cases it appeared that the rise in
prices was a necessary result of the rise in prices in other provinces.

The list of prices of controlled or uncontrolled commodities has not yet heen
received by the FKconomic Resources Board, but the letter of the Deputy Secretary
to the Assam Government received on the 11th of December states that ¢“this Govern-
ment have already asked the District Officers to furnish a report as to how the cont-
rol schemes are working and the prices of controlled commodities are moving in
their area and that when their replies have been received a report will he submitted.””
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The rise of prices was no longer confined to the imported articles. The price
of indigenous food-stuffs and other necessaries of life also jumped up. Under the
circumstances it became inevitable for the IProvincial Governments to do something.
It must be said to the credit of the PProvincial Governments that they gave their ear-
nest attention to the problem and did all that they could as soon as circumstances per-
mitted. But as we all know the earliest action of a bureaucratic government does
take considerable time. The machinery to ease the situation could not be set up
until the tide of rising prices had reached its peak and had exhausted its power to
rise, and of itself was showing clear tendencies to recede.

"The intentions of most Provineial Governments were honourable and they, T
believe, really wanted to help the consumers but they could not act promptly owing
to their own inherently rigid strueture. The situation has been well described by
poet Ghalib who says:

O{,)L_,f‘u‘ylzfl;lv.;_q,.
EP P S S
which means:
“I admit that you will not remain indifferent,
But 1 shall be buried in the earth before the news reaches you”’

Almost within a fortnight of the declaration of war some sort of machinery was
set up nearly in every province to check excessive profiteering. Before discussing
the problem of price control it seems desivable that we should acquaint ourselves with
the machinery that has been set up for this purpose in the different provinces. Ordi-
narily it is almost impossible for an academic economist to get the necessarvy infor-
mation about the activities of all the provincial governments in any reasonanble time.
I have been fortunate to have aceess to the memoranda prepared by the Economie
Advisor to the Government of India deseribing the action taken by the Provineial
Governments to control prices. In view of the difficulties of the academie econo-
mists to get such handy reliable information, 1 feel that an apology is hardly neces-
sary for giving a summary of the activities of the various Provincial Governiments
regarding the control of prices, so that the matter could be realistically discussed
later on.

1.
A Summary.of Price Control Measures in Various Provinces.

ASSAM

The Assam Control of I’rices Order was passed on the 11th of September, 1939.
‘This Order provided for the establishment of local advisory committees in whom the



CONTROL OF PRICES IN INDIA.
BY
ANWAR IQBAL QURESHI.

The advent of the war has created many problems for cconomists to consider.
One of these problems which is being prominently discussed these days is how to
control the tide of rising prices.

The Government of India was prompt enough to relise the implications of the
situation that was created by the declaration of the war, and issued an ordinance
to control prices, especially the prices of the necessaries of life, and to diseourage
profiteering.  Under this Ordinance rights were given to the Provinecial Govern-
ments to eontrol the prices of the necessaries of life.  The Government of ITndia re-
served to itself the right to control the prices of imported articles.

The very moment the news of the declaration of war reached India, the prices of
almost all commodities began to rise very hectically, and a panic was created in the
country. There was no economic justification for this phenomenal rise of prices
at this carly stage of the war.  But who caves for economie calculations at periods of
crisis 2 The merchants wanted to make as casy money as possible. This was but
natural. It has been alleged that merchants and shopkeepers withheld stocks and
were guilty of exploiting the situation.  Many consumers were equally guilty on
the same charges.  They aggravated the sitnation by buying far in excess of their
normal demand with a view to hoard as much as possible.  But in my opinion the
chiel culprits were the big merchants who were trying to corner the market by buy-
ing all the possible stock from smail traders. A major part of the heetic buying
that was going on during the first and second weeks of the war was mainly by the
big merchants with a view to hoard and to exploit the consumers later on.  (fases'on
a very large scale have come to the notice of the writer in which merchants in big
towns sent their agents to the interior where the prices had not risen so mueh, to
buy all the available stocks from the small shopkeepers.

A few days after the declaration of the war the panic grew so great that prices
began to rise almost every hour especially of medical and pharmaceutical products,
the main source of supply of which was Germany, from where goods could no longer
be imported because of the war.
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For various reasons it has been thought advisable to divide the “Journal of the
Osmania University’ into two separate volumes; one dealing with Scientifie sub-
jeets; the other relating to Arts and Theology. The present issue deals only with
the latter. Articles, as before, are published both in Urdu and English languages
with this provision that the synopses of articles written in one language is given in

the other, so as to extend the scope of their usefulness.
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