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A SELECTION OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE
PAPERS DEALING WITH THE AFFAIRS OF
THE BRITISH IN BENGAL DURING
THE REIGN OF SIRAJ-UDDAULA.

113. Letter from Mr. J. Z. Holwell to the Court of Directors, dated
Fulta, 30 November, 1756.

HONOURABLE SIRS,—1. Immediately on my being released from
my imprisonment and fetters at Muxada.bad, | addressed your two
Presidencys of Bombay and Fort Saint George, on the subject of
the loss of your possessions in these provinces, under date the
17th July last, and again on my arrival at Hougly, under date
the 3rd August, when | duely forwarded to them duplicates of
those | dispatched from Muxadavad, and requested the advices
| gave them might be transmitted to you by the most expeditious
conveyance, and at the same time refered to a particular narrative
of the causes and various accidents, which brought on the heavy
loss you have sustained: this | promised to forward as soon as
my health would enable me. The slow recovery of my sight,
much impaired by the shock and injury my nerves suffered that
fatal night in the Black Hole and from being exposed to the sun
on my passage to Muxadabad, must plead my pardon for your not
receiving the narrative | promised by the ship dispatched, |
understand, sometime this month from your Presidency of Fort
Saint George, and by which | am sensible you will receive many
different narratives and accounts of the causes of our misfortunes.
Leaving those to your impartial consideration, | now sit down to
discharge this part of my duty, humbly intreating you will believe
me determined to pay the strictest regard to the truth, to the best of
my knowledge, and that | will not, by any representation, either

! Some additions (in square brackets) have been made from Holwell's revised
edition of this letter printed in his Indian Tracts, p. 267.
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in reasoning or facts, endeavour to mislead your judgments, or
influence them either in favour of myself or to the disfavour of
any one else, further than justice to myself and the state and
nature of things will make it unavoidable; shuning, as much as
possible, any repetition of matters already transmitted you in my
letters of the 17th July and 3rd of August last, which | request
may be kept in your view as | do not find any cause to retract
any essential part of them.

2. Mahabut Jung (better known by the name of Ally Verdi
Cawn) demising on the 9th of April last, was succeeded in the
government of the subaship by his grandson Surajud Dowla, with-
out opposition excepting from the young Begum, relict of Shaw
Amet Jung® uncle of Surajud Dowla. This Princess, foreseeing
her liberty and the immense wealth of her lately deceased husband
would fall a sacrifice to the new Suba, had meditated for some
time the raising another to the subaship, and with this view
retired, before the death of the old Saba, to her pallace, (spme
distance from the city) named Mootee Giel, with Raagbullob, the
dewan of her late husband, Nazzur Ally Cawn, and others the most
faithfull of her officers and domesticks ; where she fortifyed herself,
and raised some troops to oppose the succession of her nephew.
When the dispute was near coming to extremities, the old Begum,
relict of Ally Verdy Cawn, interposed with her mediation, by
which and the promises of Surajud Dowla, that the Princess
should remain in full possession and security of life, liberty, and
property, she was prevailed on to disband her troops, submited
to the banishment from the provinces of Nazzur Ally Cawn and
two other officers, and returned to the city; where she was no
sooner arrived than she was made a prisoner, and her pallaces and
possessions seized and confiscated to the Suba's use.

3. The new Suba having, on his succession to the government,
sent a* seerpaw and advice thereof to Shocut Jung, his cozin, the
Nabob of Purranea, this latter returned the seerpaw, and disavowed
submission to him as Suba of the provinces; asserting his govern-
ment to be left by Ally Verdy Cawn independent of him. This
occasioned the resentment of Surajud Dowla, who resolved to

! In other accounts she is said to be the widow of the Nawab's eldest uncle,
Nawajis Muhammad Khan, but (see below) Holwell confuses the two brothers.
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reduce him.by force; and after he had laid the storm the young
Begum had attempted to raise against him, he immediately marched
against Shocut Jung with a strong army, which had been raised
by the old Suba, foreseeing the difficulties his grandson would have
fo encounter after his death. Here | must leave the Suba on his
march, and go back in point of time to matters no less necessary
to investigate the real causes of his subsequent march to Calcutta;
which is so blended with some incidents attending the late change
of government at Muxadabad, that it isimpossible to give a distinct
view of the one, without a short recital of the other.

4. On the death of Shaw Amet Jung, (more generally known
by the name of Newaris Mahomet Cawn) and during the life of
the old Suba, Surgjud Dowla, who had in effect the reins of the
government in his hands long before the decease of his grand-
father, seized on Raagbullob above mentioned, the chief Minister
of Shaw Amet Jung, and by imprisonment and other despotic and
severe methods endeavoured to force from him a confession and
discovery of Shaw Amet Jung's riches; but the Minister, faithfull
to his deceased master, could not be brought to any confession
injurious to the interest of his surviving family, and after a few
days sufferings, obtained his liberty by the intercession of the
young Begum, with her father and mother, Ally Verdy Cawn,
and his Begum: but Raagbullob being sensible the resolution he
had shewn for the interest of the family of his deceased master,
(between whom and Surgjud Dowla there had been along hatred
and animosity) woul d never be forgiven by Surajud Dowla, thought
it incumbent on him to provide as well as he could for the safety
of himself; and in resentment for the usage he had unjustly
received for his integrity to the young Begum, readily entered
into her councils to oppose the succession; and finding the death
of the old Suba was near at hand, and recollecting his own family
and greatest part of his wealth were exposed to danger at Dacca,
his first care was to draw them to a place of security; in order to
which he applyed to Mr. Watts, your Chief at Cossimbuzar, telling
him his family were going from Dacca to worship at Jaggernaut
and should take Calcutta in the way; requesting at the same
time that they might there find a proper reception. Mr. Waitts
accordingly wrote the President, and | think to Mr. Manningham,

21—2
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to much the same effect.  These letters arrived during the absence
of your President at Ballasore, and much about the time that
Kissendass, the eldest son of Raagbullob, and the family reached
Calcutta from Dacca; at least | know no otherwise, for in the
evening | think of the 13th of March my people at the waterside
chowkeys brought me intelligence that Raagbullob's family was
arrived from Dacca, and that they had received orders from
Mr. Manningham for their admittance, who having occasion to
summon a council the next morning for the despatch of the
Negrais' supplys, showed me Mr. Watts' letter to the President,
who likewise communicated the same to me on his return to the
Settlement. This letter, | now understand, the President has |ost
amongst the rest of his papers; though | often, since the com-
mencement of our troubles, as he must recollect, urged to him the
necessity of preserving it in his own and our vindication: how-
ever, as | had twice perused it, and had since occasion enough to
retain in my memory the first impression | had received of it, |
can venture to assert it was near the following purport:

"That he, Mr. Watts, had been applyed to by Raagbullob, the
Chuta Begum's dewan, who advised him that his family had left
Daccawith intention to go to worship at Jaggernaut and should
take Calcutta on his way, and requested he would write to the
Governour touching their reception there, and that they might be
supplyed with boats, or aught else they might have occasion for on
their expedition; that in compliance with Raagbullob's intimation
and request, he wrote and recommended his family being received
with all possible respect and regard, not only on account of hisin-
fluence with the Chuta Begum, but as his power at Dacca might be of
the utmost consequence to our Honourable Masters' affairs there."

In consequence of this recommendatory letter and the reasons
urged fry Mr. Watts, they were received in the Settlement, and
treated with all possible regard. Whether Mr. Watts knew, or
can be supposed to have judged, that Raagbullob's family going
to Jaggernaut to worship, was a pretence only to facilitate their
obtaining a protection in Calcutta, | cannot say; but | recollect
the President's communicating to me another letter he received
from Mr. Watts, about the time the death of the old Suba was
deemed inevitable, wherein he advised it expedient,

! One of the Company's Settlements on the coast of Burmah.
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" That Kissendass, and the rest of Raagbullob's family should
have no longer protection in Calcutta, as it was very uncertain
what a turn things would take after the decease of the Suba."

The President will, | doubt not, do me the justice of acknow-
ledging | enforced this salutary advice, and pressed more than once
the dismission of this family, foreseeing they would be demanded;
and Mr. Manningham and myself had many uneasy conferences
on the protection being continued to them, fearing it might be
productive of troublesome consequences and possibly embroil us
with the new Government, should they remain in the Settlement
untill the Saba's decease. Why the President delayed their dis-
mission, | am at a loss now to account for; but certain it is, had
they been obliged to quit the place a handle would have been
taken away from many, who have been too ready to urge and
maintain the protection given to this family as the greatest, nay,
the sole cause that drew on us the Suba's resentment; which |
doubt not of convincing your Honourable Court is very distant
from the truth. Their dismission would however have saved us
from a most difficult situation-which we presently fell into; for
we no sooner received advice of the death of Ally Verdy Cawn,
than we had notice aso of the stand made against Surajud
Dowla's succession by the young Begum and her party, of which
Raagbullob was the chief Minister and favourite of his mistress,
so that it became at that juncture a dangerous step to the
Company's interest to turn his family out of the Settlement, the
more especially as for some days advices from all quarters were in
favour of the Begmns'party. Notwithstanding which, as the new
Suba had been proclaimed in the city, the President wrote the
usual congratulatory letter to him, which was favourably received.

5. Here it becomes needfull to recite, that some little time before
the old Suba's death, the President received a private letter from
Mr. Watts to the following purport:

" That there was a multitude of the Government's spys at
Calcutta; that the small strength of its fortifications and garrison,
and the easy capture of it, were the publick discourse of the city
and Durbar; and that it behoved Mr. Drake to be upon his guard,
and by some means prevent the Government's spys bringing daily
intelligence to the Durbar of the weak situation of the place."

This letter the President communicated to me, and gave me
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orders [as Zemindar] to make a strict enquiry after such as might
justly be suspected, and that had no real call of business in the
place; and also that | would issue orders to the several chowkeys
[or places of guard] to admit none to land or be admited into the
town without his orders. These instructions | immediately
obeyed, and several suspected persons were, in consequence of
them, turned out of the place, and none admitted without a strict
examination.

6. On Raagbullob's withdrawing himself, with the young
Begum, to Mootie Giel, Surajud Dowla dispatched Naran Sing,
brother to Rajaram, the Fowzdaar of Midnapore, to Calcutta,
with aperwannah, the contents of which were to demand Kissen-
dass and his family to be delivered up. Between 8 and 9 on the
evening of, | think, the 14th of April the President being at
Barasut and Mr. Manningham*at his country residence, Omy-
chund came and advised me that Naran Sing had got, in the <Ss
guize of a European dress, into the Settlement, and had the Subds
perwannah to demand Raagbullob's family, and was at his house,
asking me whether | would admit his bringing him to visit me ?
As he had got entrance into the place, | thought it adviseable to
se him, and Omychund brought him accordingly in about half
an hour. | received him with the respect due to a brother of
Rajaram, an officer in much trust and confidence with both the
late and present Suba ; he tendered me his perwannah, but |
eXcused myself from receiving it, as it was addressed to the
Governour, who | told him would be in town in the morning, on
which hetook his leave well satisfyed. Inthe morning early | sent
for the jemmautdaar of the chowkey where Naran Sing landed, and
was going to punish him for admiting any one in the Settlement
without orders, when he informed me that Naran Sing came in
the disguize of a common Bengali pikar;' that he opposed his
landing, but that soon after Omychund's servants came to him
with a message signifying that he was a relation of his house and
that he might admit him. Soon after, on advice that the Presi-
dent was returned to town, | waited on him with the report of
this transaction, and found with him Messrs. Manningham and
Frankland; we were all a good deal embarrassed how to act on
this occasion, [seeing] that the same reasons that before forbid the

* A small native broker.
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family being turned out of the place after the Suba's death still
subsisted equally strong against delivering them up, as the contest
was yet undecided between Surajud Dowla and the young Begum.
The result at last of our deliberationswas, that as Naran Sing had
stole like a thief and a spy into the Settlement, (and not like one
in the publick character he pretended and as bearing the Suba's
orders) the President should not receive him or his perwannah;
which resolution was put in execution, and the President sent one
of his chubdaars to him, with orders to quit the Settlement, which
he did: and instantly letters were dispatched to Mr. Watts to
advise him of the affair, with instructions to guard against any
i1l consequences which might arrise fromit.

7. The foregoing is, Honourable Sirs, a faithfull narrative of
the protection given to Kissendass the son and family of
Raagbullob, which has been industrously and maliciously by
some, and erroneously by others, circulated as the principal cause
of the loss of your Settlements in Bengali; an event which | will
soon demonstrate, had a much deeper and more remote founda-
tion: for on your Chief at Cassimbuzar making a proper re-
presentation of this affair at the Durbar, it hardly occasioned
any emotion or displeasure in the Suba, nor ever had a place in
any of the subsequent complaints forwarded to us, through
the channel of that subordinate.

8. The probability of a breach with France had been the sub-
ject of discourse for some time, before it was confirmed to us by
the arrival of your letter on the Delawar, and about the same
time we received news of the taking Gyria' by His Majesty's
squadron; both became the subject of much speculation at the
Durbar where the military and naval strength of the English in
India were greatly exagerated, and no small pains taken to instill
a dread of it into the Government; and if the agents for the
French East India Company (whose garrison at Chandanagore
did not, at this period, amount to 50 men) were not at the bottom
of these reports, it is at least, | hope, no breach of charity to con-
clude they used every means in their power to confirm them ; at
least such was our information, when it was confidently asserted
in the Durbar at Muxadabad, and gained belief, that the English
had sixteen ships of war and a strong land force coming to Bengali.

! February 14, 1756. Surgeon Ives Journal, p. 86.
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9. On the receipt of your letter by the Delawav," we began to
put the Settlement into as good a posture of defence as we could ;
and as the parapet and embrasures, as well as the gun carriages
of the Line to the westward of the fort, was much out of repair,
they became the first object of our attention ; a number of work-
men were employed, and | believe the parapet and embrasures
(the greatest part of which we were obliged to pull down) more
than half run up, when the President was surprized with a per-
wannah from the Suba, to the following purport:

"That he had been informed we were building a wall and
digging a large ditch round thetown of Calcutta: that he did not
approve of our carrying on these works without his permission :
and ordered Mr. Drake to desist immediately, and destroy what
he had already done."

10. The French having strengthened their fort by an additional
bastion, which at this time they had compleated, received, at the
same juncture we did, aperwannah to the like effect; both of them
having been dispatched by the Suba, as he was on his march
against the Purranea Nabob; and the answers to them reached
the Suba on the same day at Rajamaal, a city about three days'
march from Muxadabad; and the French, by the completion of
their bastion, being enabled to desist immediately, answered him
accordingly; assuring him at the same time, that they had built
no new works, and had only repaired one of their bastions which had
been injured by lightning : with which answer he appeared satisfyed.

11. The reply your President returned to the Suba® s perwannah,
was, to the best of my remembrance, as follows :—

" That the Suba had been misinformed in respect to our build-
ing a wall round our town, and we had dug no ditch since the
invasiop of the Moratters, at which time we executed such a work
at the particular request of our inhabitants, and with the know-
ledge and approbation of Ally Verdy Cawn; that, in the late war

! » Asthe Delaware arrived at Madras on the 9th May, 1756, and the letter in ques:
tion was dispatched to Calcutta on the nth May, and could not have reached
Calcutta until after a wesk or ten days, it is difficult to understand how the forti-
fications begun in consequence of this letter could have given rise to the quarrel
with the Nawab which culminated, on the 22nd May (see paragraph 11), in the

attack on Calcutta. It is however, posshle that a duplicate of this letter had
arrived in Calcutta at an earlier date by the overland route.”
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between our nation and the Ifrench, they had attacked and taken
the town of Madrass, contrary*to the neutrality we expected would
have been preserved in the Mogull's dominions; and that there
being at present great appearance of another war between the
two Crowns, we were under some apprehensions they would act
in the same manner in Bengali; to prevent which we were only
repairing our Line of guns to the water-side."

It is fruitless now to wish this answer had been debated in
Council before it was sent, where | think much impropriety
would have appeared in it, as the whole of it had a tendency to
confirm the Suba in a belief of those insinuations which had been
already conveyed to him, that thewar between us and the French
would probably be bcought into Bengali, besides its carrying a
tacit reflection on the Suba's power or will to protect us.* The con-
sequence was adequate, for he was much enraged at the receipt of
it, and immediately ordered your factory at Cossimbuzar to be in-
vested ; which was accordingly done on the 22nd of May by Roy
Dullob, of which we received advice from the gentlemen there,
the 25th and several other subsequent letters informing us of
additional forces being added on the factory from time to time,
and that they expected every moment to be attacked, and that
the Suba was on his march to Muxadabad. The subject matter of
complaint assigned in every letter, still regarded the new works
we were carrying on in Calcutta.

12. On the first advice received from the gentlemen at Cossim-
buzar, we forwarded to them a copy of President's answer to
the Nabob's perwannah, and in our several dispatches recom-
mended them to use every salutary means in their power to put a
stop to the Suba's resentment, and obtain a currency to our busi-
ness, (which was now obstructed at every subordinate and aurung).
We directed them to assure the Suba we were carrying on no new
works; that we had dug noditch ; that our enemies had misrepre-
sented us; that if he gave no credit to our assertions, we intreated
he would send any one he could confide in to inspect them, and
wrote the Suba repeated letters to the like purpose. We likewise
gave the gentlemen instructions to remonstrate and expostulate

! This is the only reasonable explanation that has ever been offered of the Nawab's
rage when he received Drake'sreply. As far as we can see it is the correct one.
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strongly against this hard treatment, and to endeavour to trace
out, if possible, whether one or other of the European nations was
not at the bottom of it with intent to embroil the Company's
affairs and benefit those of their employers, and to use all means
of knowing from his Ministers if the Suba's intention was to extort
a sum of money from us (conformable to the unjust and unusual
method of his predecessors) ; withall giving them positive orders
to make no concession or give any promises touching the demoli-
tion of our fortification.

13. Thus, Honourable Sirs, you see us reduced to the necessity
either of resisting the arbitrary orders of the Suba, or of abandon-
ing and leaving open your Presidency to the mercy of the French
contrary to your orders and intimation to us by the Delawar; for
to all our remonstrances we could receive no satisfaction from the
gentlemen at Cossimbuzar, but was still advised the Suba insisted
on our demolishing our new works (when in fact we had made
none) and fill up a ditch we had never dug.

14. Under date, | think, the 1st of June, we received a letter
from your Chief and Council at Cossimbuzar, advising, that Roy
Doolob had told Doctor Forth, that the Suba's resentment was
caused only by the drawbridge and works we had built at Baag-
buzar, and the octagon which Mr. Kelsall had rebuilt in his
garden; and that if we would write the Suba we would demolish
those works, the forces would be immediately withdrawn ; and the
gentlemen likewise enforcing this as a necessary and effectual
expedient to put an end to the troubles, we in full Council took
it into consideration; and reflecting on the heavy loss and disad-
vantage you would sustain in your investment, by the continuance
of the stoppage of your business, and judging those works and
drawbridge at Baagbuzar, so far detached, as to be of little use
in the defence of the place against a European enemy, we unani-
mously determined and agreed to promise the demolition of them
and the octagon at Mr. Kelsall's garden; and to that purport,
as soothing a letter as could be indited was instantly drawn up
to the Quba from the President, and enclosed to Mr. Watts and
his Council, to whom we also wrote, advising them of our com-
pliance and readyness to demolish those works which had given
him displeasure. Triplicates of this arassdass and letter we dis-
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patched in four hours, to arrive in thirty-six hours; and ordered a
large reward to the cossids if they arrived in the time.

15. We received another short letter under the same date, viz,
the 1¢ of June, wherein the gentlemen informed us, the forces on
their factory amounted to 12,000, with a Train of artillery, and
that positive orders were arrived to attack it, requesting they
might be reinforced with a hundred men, on which a Council
was summoned, their request taken into consideration, and the
five Captains called in and desired to give their opinion, whether
it was impossible this reinforcement could be thrown into the
place. They withdrew, and after debating it amongst themselves,
gave ustheir opinion inwriting, declaring the thing impracticable,
and that the force the gentlemen had in the fort was, in their
judgments, sufficient to defend it against the troops brought
against them. This opinion we immediately dispatched to them,
directed them if they were attacked, to make as good a defence
as they could; and when they found they could defend the factory
no longer, to make the best retreat” in their power; but | believe
neither this letter, nor some of our preceding ones, reached the
gentlemen, the Suba having for some days cut off all correspon-
dence between us, a plain indication that an accommodation was
not the mark he aimed at.

16. On the 6th of June we had a rumour of Cossimbuzar
being taken by the Nabob, which was confirmed to us the 7th
by a letter from Mr. Matthew Collet your second at that factory;
which, according to my best recollection, expressed as follows:

"That upon the Nabob's repeated orders to his generals to
attack the factory, unless the Chief went in person to him, Mr.
Watts, by the advice of his Council, thought it more advisesble to
go to the Nabob, than risque involving the Company in awar with
the Government; that he accordingly did so on the 2nd of June,
and on coming in to his presence was made a prisoner, and orders
sent for Mr. Collet, (and | think Mr. Batson) to attend him;
likewise to sign, jointly with Mr. Watts, a machulka, which
order they obeyed; but in place of being st at liberty upon
signing the machulka required, Mr. Collet was sent back to the
factory, with directions to deliver it up to Roy Doolob, which he
was obliged to comply with, and was then giving up the account
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of the cannon, ammunition, and military stores; that “the factory
was not plundered, and that the Nabob was determined to march
to Calcuttawith his whole army, estimated then at 50,000 men,
besides a large Train of artillery.”

The reasons which swayed Mr. Watts to quit his government
at such ajuncture asthat, and trust himself in the hands of the
Saba, (on whose character or principles no reasonable faith could
be had) without any proper security, hostage, or safe guard for his
person; or those which urged Mr. Collet to follow his example,
when he knew his Chief was made a prisoner, and that consequently
the trust, command, and government of the factory, fort, and
garrison, devolved upon himself; or why this your Settlement was
thus given up without a single stroke being struck for it, I am
totally a stranger to, and can only hope for their sakes and the
honour of their country, they have or will justify their conduct to
you in those particulars. | will not subscribe to the opinion of
our five Captains, as already recited, and say their force was
sufficient to resist and defend the place for any long time against
the Suba's army; but had it been defended at all, he could not
have attacked and taken it, without the loss of time and many of
his people, and probably some of his principal officers. A stroke
of this kind might have had happy consequences to your affairs;
it might have inclined the Suba to an accommodation by cooling
still more the zeal of his Ministers, generals, officers, and people,
who allmost to a man were averse to this expedition and attempt
against the English, as [well] knowing the consequence would be as
fatal to his country as to us, though he succeeded in it. A defence
of only 24 hours would, in its consequences, have retarded in all
probability his march to Calcutta for many days, and would have
been a point gained to us of the utmost importance, by having
more timefor the completion of many requisites, which for want of
it we were obliged wholy to neglect, or they remained unfinished
at the time we were actually invested. A detention of his army
before Cossimbuzar for two or three days, would have brought on
dirty rainy weather in his march towards us, and incommoded
him greatly, as well in the passage of his troops and cannon, as
in the attack of our Settlement; whereas, by the easy possession
he acquired of Cossimbuzar, he was enabled to march against
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us without loss of time or obstruction from the weather, which
afforded not a drop of rain during his march and attack of
Calcutta, but on the 21st, at night, whilst | was prisoner in the
camp, it rained heavily, and dirty weather succeeded for many
days after, during which his musketry, being all match-locks,
would have been rendered in a manner useless. We should also
have had an important succour, in the arrival before the fort
of the Success galley, the Speedwell, and Bombay frigate, these
vessels having passed Tanners the 19th and 20th, and joined the
Dodaly and the rest of our fleet about Govindpore, after they fell
down from the fort though before it was surrendered. Many
more are the advantages | could enumerate, which would have
resulted from the smallest defence and resistance made at Cossim-
buzar, and can only regret now its not having been done; repeat-
ing my hopes the gentlemen in trust there will give you, sufficient
reasons why it was not done. Their treatment could hardly have
been worse had they been obstinate in its defence; they them-
selves being continued prisoners in the Suba's camp under many
hardships untill, 1 think, the latter end of June; their effects
plundered, and the gentlemen in the factory, viz, Messrs. Hugh
Watts and Chambers, with the whole garrison, put in irons and
sent to the common prison at Muxadabad; the fate Messrs.
Batson, Sykes, Hastings, and Marriott, would have undergone,
had not luckily the two former made their escape, and the two
latter been at the aurungs.

17. On Cossimbuzar being invested, we wrote to the several
Subordinates and to all our gomastahs at the several aurungs,
advising them of the Suba's proceedings, and to be upon their
guard, and hold themselves in readyness to retreat with the
Company's effects, & ¢, and on intelligence of the capture of the
place and the Suba's march to Calcutta, we sent them orders to
withdraw and join us with all expedition. But these orders were
too late, excepting your factory at Luckypore, as | have already
intimated in my letter of the 17th July. Mr. Boddam, your Chief
at Ballasore, received our orders in time to withdraw himself,
the few soldiers he had there and about 6,000 rupees of your
effects; the remainder, to the amount of about 40,000 remain yet
sequestered, and your factory house in part only demolished at
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Ballasore; but Bulramgurry, by its situation, having escaped the
Government's notice, and by the prudent conduct of Mr. John
Bristow (left resident at Ballasore by Mr. Boddam) is still
retained. Myself and Mr. Boddam were dispatched to take a
formal possession of it the 18th September, and to negotiate
other matters, which will be transmitted on the face of our
Fulta Consultations; and we have thought it necessary to nominate
Bulramgurry your Presidency, being divested of every other
possession you had in these provinces. But to resume my narra-
tive: dispatches were likewise forwarded express to Bombay, Fort
Saint George, and Vizagapatum, the 8th of June, for a reinforce-
ment of troops, stores, & ¢, and succours demanded of the French
and Dutch settlements on this river; the success of which last
negotiation you have likewise in my said letter of the 17th July.
The militia were under arms for the first time the 7th June,
something too late, | am afraid you will say, to be of much
service, just coming to action.

18. | am now, Honourable Sirs, come closer to the unraveling
the real causes which stimulated the Suba to the lengths he has
proceeded against us. How far my conjectures and assertions
will be supported by a probable system of politicks in him, and by
the tenour of his whole conduct considered together, | humbly
submit to your judgments. And first, | beg leave to remark on
the three articles contained in the machulka (or obligation with
a penalty annexed), which your Chief and Council were obliged
to sign in the Suba's camp, when before Cossimbuzar ; the terms
of which were, viz—

"That we should not protect the King's subjects,—that we
should not misuse the liberty of our dusticks, by covering the
trade of the native merchants,—and that we should refund and
make good whatever sum it should be proved the King had been
defrauded [of] in hisrevenues and dutys by this practice; and that
we should demolish our fortifications."

These, Honourable Sirs, are the purport of the three articles of the
machulka, howsoever | may have varyed the wording of it by not
having it before me. Had the Suba any intention of being satis-
fied with our concession to these articles he certainly would have
rested here; your Chief, Council, fort, and garrison of Cossimbuzar
‘were in his possession; the gentlemen had signed and executed
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the obligation demanded of them; he knew their signing it was
not valid or binding without our approval; and if he had ever
inclined to an accommodation he would have transmitted the
terms they had complyed with, and at least have desisted until our
reply could have reached him, in place of cutting off for some
days the means of all correspondence or intelligence between us
and your factory, and marching directly against us, without
ever replying to or taking notice of many arassdasses received from
us; but the truth is, hisjealousy of the independent power of the
Europeans in his country was at this juncture confirmed, which
he was determined to reduce ; and being sensible ours was the
most formidable to him, we became the first objects of his ruinous
politicks. To support this my conclusion, I must here refer to
three letters which Wazeed's gomastah in my presence read your
President, (copys of which, | believe, isin Mr. Drake's possession)
addressed to his master Wazeed from the Suba, all three to the best
of my remembrance bearing date in May last. In each of these,

" He avows his intention to reduce the power of the English,
forbids his interfering on their behalf, asserting his having
long intended it, and swears by God and His prophets, that he
will drive them out of the country, unless they ae wnsfyed to
trade in it on the footing they did in Jaffier Cawn's' time;"

by which he meant before the time the Honourable Company
obtained their phirmaund.? Your fort at Cossimbuzar (esteemed
by all judges more regular and tenable than that of Fort William)
so near his capital, appeared too dangerous a hold at atime he was
influenced to believe our strength in Indiawas four times more
formidable than it really was, and that we were on the eve of a
French war, which would be probably brought into his country:
consistent with this was his expression of resentment, at Rajamal,
on receipt of your President's letter :

"Who shall dare to think of commencing hostilities in my
country, or presume to imagine | have not power to protect them ?

and it was current in the mouths of all degrees, when | was at
Muxadabad, that Mahabut Jung® had long meditated to destroy

! , Murshid Kuli Jafer Khan, Nawab of Bengd, 1704-26.
2 TheFirman of Farrukh S|yar 1717. * Aliverdi Khan.
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the forts and garrisons of the Europeans, and to reduce their
trade on the footing of the Armenians. And here | hope it will
not be deemed impertinent, if | recite, verbatim, the last discourse
and council which Mahabut Jung gave his grandson a few days
before his death, and which | had from very good authority at
Muxadabad, after my releasement.

" My life has been a life of war and stratagem : for what have |
fought, to what have my councils tended, but to secure you, my
son, a quiet succession to my subadary ? My fears for you have
for many days robed me of sleep. | perceived who had power to
giveyou trouble after | am gone hence. Hossein Cooley Cawn
by his reputation, wisdom, courage and affection to Shaw Amet
Jung and his house | feared would obstruct your government.
His power is no more. Monichund dewan, whose councils might
have been your dangerous enemy, | have taken him to favour.
Keep inview the power the European nations have in the country.
This fear | would also have freed you from if God had lengthened
my days.—The work, my son, must now bt yours. Their wars
and politicks in the Telinga country® should keep you waking.
On pretence of private contests between their kings they
have seized and divided the country of the King? and the goods
of his people between them. Think not to weaken all three
together. The power of the English is great ; they have lately
conquered Angria,® and possessed themselves of his country; reduce
them first; the otherswill give you little trouble, when you have
reduced them. Suffer them not, my son, to have fortifications or
soldiers: if you do, the country is not yours."

19. How consistent the Suba has been in his adherence to this
last council of his grandfather we have woefully felt; but that
we were not solely the objects of his resentment and designs, is
evident. Hisperwannah to the French was dispatched the same
day'with ours. When he marched against us, he sent perwannahs
to both French and Dutch, with orders to provide, and join him
with ships, men, and ammunition, to attack us by water whilst
he attacked us by land; they refused; in consequence of their
refusal he invested their several forts and factorys, and demanded
an exorbitant sum from each. The French were glad to accommo-

! Here means Southern India. > TheMogul. ® The pirate chief of Gheria.
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date matters*for the payment of three lack and half of rupees;
the Dutch for four lack and half, after having had (these last), for
a day and a half, a body of the Suba's troops in their Settlement,
waiting orders to attack it, and a man stationed with an axe in his
hands to cut down theirflagg-staff and colours. The French had
not money to pay the mulct laid on them, but gained Roy Doolob
to become their security: the Dutch were reduced to immediate
payment; and both did then, and have ever since been obliged
to endure the most audacious and exasperating insults from the
lowest peon in the service of the Government. That there was this
difference in the sum exorted from them has been accounted for
(how justly I will not say) by the supplys of ammunition given the
Suba privately by the agents for the French at Chandernagore.
The thing, however, was verifyed by two of our spies, who brought
us intelligence that the French by night crossed over 200 chests
of powder to the Suba's army, lying near Banka Bazar.

20. Still consistent with the last advice of Mahabut Jung, he
appeared at Rajamal satisfied with the answer from the French
Directeur; though no one can imagine his intelligence was such,
that he was really imposed on as to the pretence of repairing the
damage they had sustained by lightening. He manifested suffi-
ciently his resentment and intentions against both French and
Dutch; but their time was not come; it was not his business to
have the three nations to encounter at once, but to compromise
at the present for as much as he could get from them ; but that
the French were, and still are, the next object of his arms, will
not admit of doubt, no more than that he would have proceeded
immediately against them, had not his advices from his Court
obliged him to proceed against Shocut Jung, the Purranea Nabob,
as an object more important; for when | was twice conducted into
his presence after the surrender of the fort, allmost his first question
to me was, ' Will you all engage tojoin me against the French ?
Adequate! has been the conduct of the Government to another part
of Mahabut Jung's advice; for though liberty of trade is granted
to the Danes and Prussians, yet they are prohibited fortifications or
garrisons. And in further proof of the resolutions of the Govern-
ment to divest the Europeans of their forts and garrisons, and that

! Uniform in the Indian Tracts.
VOL. I1. 22
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we were the objects of his policy and not of his resentment only
(from either one particular private cause or other that may be
transmitted you), | may justly add the apprehensions of the French
and Dutch themselves, who, on the first approach of our troubles,
sent strenuous dispatches to their principals at Batavia and Pondi-
cherry for the most expeditious supplys of men, ammunitions, & c,
and | doubt not but it will be soon their turn to regret the having
so quietly given us up a sacrifice, unless the Suba should be
vanquished in his present expedition against Shocut Jung.

21. The 3rd instant (November) zperwannah arrived to the Dutch
from the Suba's camp—demanding them to join him against us,
with threatenings if they refused; and the same day a pcrwannah
reached the French factory, purporting that [the Suba] was informed
they were carrying on their fortifications, and that if they did not
immediately desist, he would pass through the Dutch factory and
Settlement, and with their (the Dutch) soldiers destroy their fort,
and drive them out of the country, as he had done the English ;
and the Government have already obliged the French to take down
their colours erected on their bounds.

22. | believe, Honpurable Sirs, it will by this appear clearly
evident to you, that the governing principle in the Suba was
political, and the real object of his proceedings the demolition of
your forts and garrisons, as his demands allways expressed ; not
that | will be hardy enough to aver he had no concurring subordinate
causes, that had a specious colour of resentment; and this reflection
leads me to consider the other two articles of the machulka, as
‘their being incerted carry the appearance of complaint, though
never before urged by him in any of his demands, as transmitted
us by your servants at Cossimbuzar.

23. That the abuse of dustttks should be one cause of complaint,
| am not surprized at; the face of your Consultations, just before
the dispatch of your last year's ships, will give you, Honourable
Sirs, my sentiments of the ill use made of this indulgence to your
servants; my Minute and Motion on this subject was, after the
dispatch of your ships, taken into consideration, and such remedys
and checks resolved on as were judged might put a stop to the abuse.

24. That we should not protect the King's subjects, is an article
will bear a much larger discussion. This prohibition, in the extent
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it might have been carryed by the Government, whenever they
were inclined to obstruct your business or plunder your merchants,
would have rendered your trade most precarious. Had the article
been explained so as to prohibit our giving protection to those who
were actually servants to the Government or others not born in
or for aterm of years settled under our colours, it would, | think,
have carryed nothing unjust or unreasonable in it; but that by
no means was the real intention of it. The article had alatitude
in expression that would include your merchants and inhabitants
whenever the Suba or his Ministers were pleased to call on them :
a call they would never fail in, on some pretence or other, when-
ever they had got any thing worth taking; so that in truth, it
would have been asimpossible for us, consistent with your interests,
to have subscribed to this article as to the other regarding the
demolition of your fortifications; and the most favourable terms
intended for us (which I could with the utmost diligence learn
when at Muxadabad) were, that if we had paid an implicit obedience
to the Suba's commands by delivering our forts and dismission of
our garrisons, we should then have been permitted to trade on
paying Armenian dutys, admitting [a] Fowzdaar into your Settle-
ment on the part of the Government, and relinquishing to them all
duties of consulage, revenues, & c,—terms scandalous and injurious
to your honour as well as commerce; terms which we could never
have submitted to, even if we had received no alarm from the side
of France, without sacrificing the rights of your phirmaund, giving
up every part of our trust, and breaking through your repeated
standing orders for more than thirty years past.

25. Thus, Honourable Sirs, it will appear to you that submission
could not have been paid by us to two articles of the machulka
executed by your Chief and Council of Cossimbuzar, and that we
had many months before guarded against (as much as in us lay)
the complaint laid in the third, if the honours and consciences of
men were to be influenced by checks the most binding and solemn :
but it isplainthetwo articles of complaint were at the last incerted,
to give a colouring for enforcing the third (and only one the Suba
until then insisted on, and had really in view). | am sensible,
no small pains will be taken to throw the rise of your misfortunes
here on every cause but the right.

22—2
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26. From the appearance of the Suba's letter to Goverpour
Pigot, your President seems to be solely culpable in drawing on
his resentment, but neither justice or probability will justify the
conclusion. Angry he certainly was at the terms of his letter;
but had not his resentments been much deeper founded, the terms
of this letter, or the error of one of your servants, would never of
itself have provoked him, or can vindicate the cruel destruction
both publick and private attending his proceedings which fell
equally heavy, as well on the natives, subjects of the Mogul! as on
yourselves and us; and the immense plunder of Calcuttawe know
was one no small subordinate motive (instilled into him by two
or three harpies in confidence about him) for his march against
us at a time when he was rapaciously plundering wherever he
could; amassing wealth to enable him either to buy at Court his
confirmation in the subaship or keep such a standing force on
foot, as would secure it to him, in spight of any opposition or
orders from thence.

27. That matters might have been accommodated with the
Suba for a sum of money, as was effected by the French and
Dutch, | am likewise sensible will be strongly alledged against
us; but by whomsoever it is, | will be bold to say, they are either
ignorant of the chain of politicks and circumstanceswhich influenced
and led him on, or never reasoned or thought upon them. The
Suba's whole conduct opposes this allegation; his Ministers were
by our orders sounded on the alternative, and your Chief and
Council of Cossimbuzar advised us that he had declared money
was not the thing he wanted, but that we should desist from our
fortifications, and destroy our new works, &c.

28. The protection granted the family of Kaagbullob, (of which
I have already given afaithfull account) will, I also know, be urged
with* circumstances which never existed as matter of heavy
complaint against us, though the Suba never (that came to our
knowledge) made complaint about it. | will not vindicate the
protection being continued to them until the decease of the old
Suba; | have already, and | think justly, condemned it; but (this
excepted) | will hope the circumstances attending and urging it
will be sufficient to extenuate that part of our conduct.

29. | am informed it has been cruelly asserted, and published
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by the French that the bringing down the Nabob and his army,
and the desertion of the fort, & c, had been long a concerted
scheme of the President and the rest of the gentlemen of Council
who went off in the shiping, and they mention in proof as a
corroborating circumstance myself and the other gentlemen of
Council being left a sacrafize behind, (who they say used generally
to oppose their measures) with this further addition that they had
embarked and carryed off with them the greatest part of the wealth
of the Settlement. However little right these gentlemen have to
expect avindication of their conduct from me yet here common
justice to mankind forbids my silence, and urges me to defend them
from a charge, which | from my heart believe to be infamously
fase, not only as to the act but the intention; nor would | even
repeat a libel so scandalous and untrue, had | not received informa-
tion that some of your own servants had forwarded from your
Subordinates (for want of a better) the publick narrative the French
in Bengali sent to their superiors of the capture of Fort William;
in which narrative | hear the above cruel charge has a place
in near the same terms | have recited it, with many other
causes assigned for this misfortune, equally void of probability or
truth.

30. It will by some, | doubt not, be represented to you, that
Omychund was at the bottom of all the Suba's councils and pro-
ceedings against us; the part he really acted under cover in this
affair is difficult to distinguish and point out; that he was much
chagrined at the little influence he had in the Settlement for afen-
years last past is most certain; in applications to the Durbar
(wherein he usually was the acting person between the Company
and the Government) little use had been made of him, possibly
more had been better. Be this as it will, it is most sure, he had no
general weight in the place for these four ov five years beyond
what hiswealth gave him, so that his name and reputation became
lessened in the eye of the Government, as well as in Calcutta.
Picqued at this and implacable in his resentment, it is not im-
probable heworked with someinstruments of the Durbar to embroil
us in such manner as would make his mediation and assistance
necessary, and thereby regain his credit and influence with both;
little imagining things would go the length they did: inwhichit
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must have been most evident to him his own large possessions
would be equally the Suba's prey with yours: that he advised the
dispatch of Naran Sing to demand Raagbullob's family, and intro-
duced him into the Settlement, will not | think admit of doubt, no
more than that he deeply resented his being turned out of it again.
His endeavours with Wazeed to mitigate things, when he really
found they were coming to extremities, was | believe sincere
enough until his imprisonment by the President, an act of his
power and sole authority, for which the pretence made use of was,
in my judgment, by no means sufficient; the correspondence
detected between him and Rajaram harkarah (the Suba's head spy),
which was read in the presence of many of us, contained in our
opinions nothing to vindicate it, nor had your President even the
consent or approbation of his Council for this step, or that |
remember, ever required it. On his imprisonment his head jern-
mautdaar Jaggernaut Singh stabbed himself and set fire to his
master's house, and some of his women either butchered them-
selves or were butchered by others in the family, which became a
scene of much horror and confusion. It can hardly be doubted
that Omychund became desperate in his resentments, and "it is
probable enough he expedited the march of the Suba's army,
then advanced, | think, as far as Bankabazar; and it is likewise
probable that he then sent him the real state of the fort and
garrison, and afterwards might (as has been generally suspected)
from time to time have given him intelligence; but this is all
conjecture; we only know, that his jemmautdaar just now men-
tioned surviving of the wound he had given himself, was put
upon his horse and joined the Suba, whom he informed of the
transactions relating to his master's imprisonment; and when the
enemy was repulsed at Baagbazar he led the van of the army to
the eastward and directed them to the avenues by which they
entered the next day.

31. From others, | believe, you will be told, that the dismission
of your dadney merchants was one cause of our misfortunes, arising
from their endeavours at the Durbar to embroil your affairs at the
aurungs as conducted by your own gomastahs, hoping thereby to
get the dadney reassumed and themselves reinstated; nay some
I have been informed have been hardy enough to urge and assert
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that the large increase of your revenues zemindary was another
very principal cause which drew the Suba's attention on the
Settlement, though themselves, your President and Council, and
| believe the greatest part of the subadary, as well as my
Honourable Masters, know the credit of that branch was only
increased, without any innovations made in the branch itself but
to its loss and disadvantage. Many more causes and reasons
equally substantial will, I doubt not, be assigned and transmitted
to you by such busy and very short sighted politicians as these:
strangers to real ones, they think they shall not appear of any
importance unless they assign some, no matter how incongruous:
but you will have now materials enough before you to form your
own judgments. | think my conclusions on every cause that can
be alledged for the extraordinary and unprecedented conduct of
the Suba have facts and probability to support them. To you,
Honourable Sirs, | humbly submit them, with this one conclusion
more, that your situation in these provinces on a re-establishment
will be such as to admit of only two alternatives; that you must
in future either keep such a fortification and garrison as will at
all times be sufficient to force your trade against the opposition
and extortions of the Government, or reduce your commerce to
the footing of the Prussians and Danes, & c, without forts and
garrisons at all, and on payment of the lowest dutys that can be
stipulated. The immunities and priviledges granted you in your
phirmaiinds you find now are of no validity without a military
expence (more, | fear, than equivalent) to put them in force; but
on this subject it will be my duty to give you my sentiments on
another occasion more at large, whilst at present | resume the
thread of my narrative, broke off at the surrender of your fort and
factory of Cossimbuzar ; the easy capture of which, concurring
with [the Suba's] intentions beyond his expectations, not only gave
the finishing stroke to his resolves but expedited and facilitated
his march to Calcutta; which leads me to a consideration of the
immediate causes of its sudden reduction, most needfull to be known
to my Honourable Masters, as the rocks and quicksands on which
we have unhappily struck and split being fairly and candidly
laid down, may prevent a second wreck of your estate and
trade.
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32. These causes | will beg leave to investigate under three
general heads :—[1st,] The state of our fortifications and garrison :
[2nd,] The state of our ammunition, guns, and military stores:
and [3rd,] the several errors and miscarriages arising from a
deficiency (or rather a total want) of military knowledge or
order.

33. To the first article of my first general head, it will not
become me to add much more than | have s forth in my letter
before you of the 17th July, addressed from Muxadabad to your
other two Presidencies of Bombay and Fort Saint George. The
nature and extent of the power given to the committee of fortifica-
tions, Messrs. Drake, Watts, Scot, and Manningham, we have
ever been kept strangers to; but | will venture to conclude, that
had the money which was expended on the redoubt, drawbridge,
& c, erected at Baagbuzar, and that which was meditated to be
spent on the circuit of the ditch beyond our bounds, as also that
which was disbursed on the batterys, & c, raised on the Suba's
approach, been timely appropriated to the demolition of the houses
round us, to have given a proper esplanade to the northward,
eastward and southward of your fort, the sinking a ditch round it
well palisaded, it had been employed to a more important use and
purpose, and have been a sufficient discouragement to the Govern-
ment to have prevented any project or hopes of attacking it with
any probability of success. | am sensible it will be urged the
Government would have never suffered these measures; a reasoning
ex post facto will not invalidate my conclusion, for had it been
thought of, or carryed into execution at the commencement of the
old Suba's sickness, when every thing at the Durbar was in con-
fusion, and both partys there employed on their own schemes
and designs, the work might have been effected without any let or
hindrance, a perwannah might possibly have reached us to prohibit
our proceedings, but no troops could have been sent against us,
whilst the attentions of the clashing interests at the Suba's Court
were taken up in securing each their own safety on his demise.
What might have been done during that favourable interval is
sufficiently evident from the allmost inconceivable usdess works
which we accomplished during the space of a few days only ; and
the same plea which your President urged in his letter to the Suba
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subsisted equally at the beginning of the old Suba's sickness, when
he had reason enough to be alarmed by the approach of a war
with France. The ruinous state of the Line to the westward of
the fort had been a reproach to your Settlement, and to every
thing bearing the name of fortifications for more than two years,
and was in just and strong (I will not say in very decent) terms
represented in a letter to the Board, by Mr. Jasper Leigh Jones,
the Captain of your Train, | think in April or May 1755, but no
steps [were] taken to repair it until we had reason hourly to expect
the enemy at our doors. The whole easterly curtain had been
for many years in so ruinous a condition as not to bear a gun;
one we fired from it, a three or four pounder as | remember,
which made its way through the terrace. Through this curtain
from the principal gate to the north-east bastion were struck out
five or six large windows, so many breaches ready made for the
enemy in a quarter too where we were most liable to be attacked;
and to sum up the whole, the new godowns to the southward had
rendered your two southerly bastions useless to each other and
to the whole southerly face of the fort, which could not be flanked
by a single gun from either bastion :—From a consideration of
these circumstances, joined to the incumbrance of the church and
houses round us, and the other wants and disadvantages men-
tioned in my letter of the 17th July, it is self evident the place
could not have held out an hour against an European enemy.

34. The state of your garrison comes next under view; a
subject on which | could wish my duty to your senice would
permit my silence, as truths disagreeable to me in the recital and
very unpleasing to you to hear must arise from the smallest
scrutiny made in it. It is most irksome to a benevolent mind to
rehearse the faults which may be justly charged even against the
living, much more so against the dead, become so in a great
measure by their own errors, and want of knowledge in the duties
of their profession; but the choice and appointment of com-
manding officers in your garrison is now become so important
a consideration to the well being of your service, that none who
would have any claim to your favour or would be deemed faithfull
to the trust you have reposed in them can be vindicated in con-
cealing the truth from you.
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35. Your fivecommanding officers were Commandant Minchin,
Captains Clayton, Buchanan, Witherington, and Grant; each of
these gentlemen (Captain Clayton excepted) had seen service,
either in Europe or on the Cormandel coast. Touching the
military capacity of our Commandant, | am a stranger. | can
only say that we were unhappy in his keeping it to himself, if he
had any; as neither I, nor | believe any one else, was witness to
any part of his conduct that spoke or bore the appearance of his
being the commanding military officer in the garrison. Whether
this proceeded from himself or his not being properly supported
in his rank | cannot say; but such, | have heard, has been his
allegation and plea for his supine remissness at a juncture which
required the exertion of every quality he could have been master
of. Your President, | remember, spoke to me more than once
with much uneasiness at the beginning of our troubles, on the
indolence of the Commandant, and seemed to think of breaking
him. Had this measure been carryed into execution, it had been
better for the service, and, | think, for that gentleman too; the
disgrace would have been less, | believe, in the opinion of all
mankind, than that which falls on him by his quiting the fort
and garrison in the manner he did, whilst he bore the character
of commanding officer in it; but the mischief was we could not
have stopped here : the next gentleman in command to him had
never seen any service, and | am sorry to say demonstrated his
want of the most essential requisites of a soldier. Had both
these gentlemen been set aside and the next in command pre-
fered to the commandantship it would have promised a happier
issue for them and us; and most assuredly this was no time to
have regarded forms or ceremony. Remissness or a deficiency of
military knowledge in commanders when coming to action are
equally fatal in their consequences, and are ever the parents of
neglect’s, confusion and disorders; and troops, | believe, are hardly
ever known to do their duty, unless where they have an opinion
of as well as love for their commanders. That neither was the
case with regard to the two gentlemen above mentioned |
believe the whole Settlement can witness with me; and they were
in no higher degree of esteem with their subalterns than with
their soldiers. The prefering Captain Buchanan, who was next
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in command to them, would have obviated all the disadvantages
we laboured under in this particular; agentleman whose character
as a man and a soldier deserved a better fate than the unhappy
one which befell him by the errors and misconduct of others.
The vacant companys would have been filled up with those we
had good reason to think (and who indeed proved themselves)
brave officers.—The next in command to Captain Buchanan in
the battalion would then have been Captain Grant; a gentleman
who had, during his stay in the garrison, remarkably exerted him-
self in every duty which could have been expected from him, and
demonstrated no want of either spirit or military skill, but much
the contrary, however both may have suffered in the eye of the
world by his quiting the fort with your President and for want of
an opportunity of vindicating his conduct by a proper enquiry
being made into it. The Captain of your Train was a laborious,
active officer, but confused; and would, | believe, have had few
objections to his character, diligence or conduct, had we been
fortunate in having any Commander-in-Chief to have had a proper
eye over him and taken care that he did his duty. Here we had
a fatal instance of a remissness in command; for that we had
neither a sufficiency of ammunition, & ¢, nor that good, was
doubtless as much the fault of those above him, (whose duty it
was to have inspected his conduct) as his; but as this poor
gentleman fell a sacrafize, as well to his own as to the errors of
others, they should be touched as lightly as possible.

36. Thus, Honourable Sirs, | have given you as faithfull a
picture of the commanders of your five companys as | can draw,
or as | [believe] can be drawn by any one else. Three of them,
my wretched companions in the Black Hole, perished there, as
did also all your brave subalterns (Ensigns Walcot and Carstairs
excepted), where | will leave them and proceed to consider your
troops in garrison ; consisting, as already mentioned in my letter
of the 17th July, by the muster-rolls laid before us about the
6th or 8th of June, of 145 in the batallion, and 45 of the Train,
officers included, and in both only 60 Europeans. We were
taught to believe, that there were at all your Subordinates at
least 200 men, the best of our garrison, viz, at Cossimbuzar 100,
at Dacca about 40, at Luckypore 30 and Ballasore about the
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same number; but it is certain the numbers there barely ex-
ceeded one hundred.