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INTRODUCTION.

The desire for “Secial 7 dramas in the Telugu
Literature has been well met by Mr. Gadi Sri Jagannadha-
swamy’s ¢ Samskaradarpanam.” Much of our dramatic
literature consists of stories taken from the puranas. We
have the exploits of Great men and women, described
with a grandeour and pomp, savouring of myth. Every
hero and heroine is the embodiment of one ideal or the
other. The growing tendency of the times is more to long
for a mirror through which we-can glance the deeds and
movements of our own or of those around us. The
“Puranic dramas” through pregrant with the bighest
principles of morality and devotion are, whed compared
with the social, more difficult of representation. Action
1s not a mere recitation on the stage but means something
more, The spirit of the ‘charactor’ must be understood
and then only the representation 1s worth its name. Other-
wise it has no more effect. than that produced by making
a profligate women ‘act and sing’ the qualities of
‘ Draupadi.” This bad effect and unnaturalness is removed
by attempting to ‘act and sing’ our own selves or those
around us. This present work is one of those which
we require at the moment. The topic of the play is the
burning one of the day-widow marriage, foreign voyage,
and other kindered matters are well handled with an ease
and naturalness which really deserve much appreciation.
The author advocates moderate social reform he seems to
encourage virgin widow marriages and to advocate post
puberty marriages but fixes the age limitat 16. He is
liberal in his views on foreign travel and female education.
He however creticises rightly in our openion the present
education imfarted in Girls «cheels Ina wad he i Cvo
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cates reform on national lines and tries to reconcile it
with the time honored Sanatana Dbarama. The author
cannot be said to have brought to light a master piece, but
the public may yet extend their hand of support to the
production of an amatuer. The author is already known to
the pnblic as the translater of ‘Mukundamala’ and the
writer of ¢ Prabhavati’ and books novels. This is the first
attempt of his at the composition of a drama and he has
done well in choosing a subject which cannot fail to create
an interest in its readers. His character-sketch, which is
the hardest nut for a dramatist to crack, is produced with
good effect. The author has made his dramatic-personee
to take sides with the leading points for reform and their
debates are at the same time both amusing and instructive.
The style is rapid and elegant. The flow of the verses is
smooth and natural. We hope that this “ Samaskara-
darpanam” will give satisfaction to all who read it and it
deserves a cordial welcome to the Telugu Dramatic
Literature.

Berhampore, (8d.) P. S. Ramamurti B. A,,
g 18t Grade Pleader.

18-12-14. Manager, Amature Theatrical Co.,
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