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Only a single book has been written in charming
Halegannada and it represents the first literary forgery
committed at the present day. Lakshminaranappa of
Udipi wrote a prose version of the Sanskrit Adbhuta
Ramayana and sent it to the Editors of the Kavya
Manjari, representing it as an old work which he came
across in his search for Kannada manuscipts. The
work did not bear the name of its author, who only
subscribed himself as a servant working in the house
of Kannada poets. So ancient and masterly did the
work appear to be, that even the able editors of that
journal were completely taken in and it was published
in that journal, the Editors commenting upon it as the
only simple and eloquent Halegannada prose work
found as yet.
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